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MADAME DE SJ^VIGNfe, &c. 

[Die Lettei*Witli«n bp&ro th« iiumitm 

are new Letnn.] 

1. ■- ..■■ii'jBm!rg.S'.!JVi =sg 

LEITCR OXLVIII. 

Dt sLMGNi TO MADAMS DftatGGN\N. 

The Rodict, StiiKby, NtiVt it 1^71> 

li the httrr of CoulAOges’s, which w Wfli 

like tilt other thret, I could obsolutely ctylor \(xilKin, 
lor no one ran iMitc betters you luake a httlo dialog it. 
bclHttn you that is wotth all that can be said m the roiD- 
nion vt'a}» each thtrowA m hto part so pleasantly With 
regatd to you, my deai ihtld* 1 uM^frstaud you per-* 
feetly, when you consent that Coufatigcs should sei out 
to^inonow, rather than stay with yon ali his hfe-titncr 
You dread that kind of eternity, as I dfead going in a 
htur With any one: then is only one person in the 
world with whom 1 would consent to go; 1 shall not 
tell you who. 1 am very glad to be ft<!r|uaiiited w^ith 
Jacquemarre and Mnr^untte*. I fancy iiiyself wdji 

* The tiM» are to odled thtt sirtke ihs boon 

the ttee^k st lasnbms 
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»y(Kj aj), and think 1 you and t , t ^ 4' 
(to ikcr.your dr »89 when I get to >* 

ycn^tKt sma«t.:^t no more pregnant us, my dcai 
(»iigi>ai 1 y 4 ii Xi t)[^tm»at^y ror>)tipe you, ha\o soiut [nty 
on you/ckarintng wife, and letbtr lu, like good fal- 
low-gfwituit, fot a while > piomiKe qio hut this, and T 
will love you ffocn the bottoniof niy heart. 1 1 an easilx 
guess, my dear child, what your apprelu nsions ni 10 ii» 
the tcai of losing your chief piesident; }uiit imagina¬ 
tion gu(S too fast, fotr there is no danger; mine too 
pla)s mo the samo tricks eveiy moment: 1 (nuy td 
th It IS dc 11 01 good to me is on the point oi lunig toi 1 
fiom me toi tvor, and my heart is filled nitli such h 
ter panj’s, that it they were as lasting as they air mo 
loit, 1 should sink under tlicm. On these oci isitm 
\\c should call to out assistance an intiie Ksi^uaiion to 
the dispensations and will of Ood. Dots not M. Nicole 
iXpaiiate adiniiabiy on that subjtcl^ I am quite m 
npUncs with hint* 1 ne^er met nith liis equal It is 
tiU(, lilt indiilurentt he lequites of us about woildly 
esteem oi censuie, demands more than human peiiec- 
tiun. 1 am kss capable than an} one of esueritig 
into his opinion here, at least 111 pi ictice, yet it is still 
a pleasuie to meditate with liioi on the subject, and to 
rcfiect pmperly on the vanuy of being afiected with 
pleasure or coocetii lar ^uch a bubble; perhaps, ifi-oni 
being cominced of the trutb of Ins argatnenUi, we may 
ID tune make use of them on soutg certain occasion. 
In short, it is a real treasure 10 have so good a mirror 
in winch to new the weakness and uufiOteiice of our 
own hearto, howevei wt may act. d^AadilU is no 
less chaiincd than ourselves with this esoeUent work. 

M* dc CouUnges has won } our money, you say; but 
yqp had laughing enough for tt. Notfitng can 
be wrote to his wife. I do Ml ihAol^ 1 shall 
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part with him this wintcfj I iiAiaU be itappy 
Ter^e with a man who baa aeeu and admired yea so 
lately; as for Adheniari since he is a wicked^reatare, 
1 will turn him out of door^; to lie sure^ has a regi- 
mentf and may enter by force. I am toM that this regi¬ 
ment IS an agt eeable distinction ^ but is it not 
likewise ? What i like best in iu is Uic king’s remem- 
be nog Adhemar in his absence; would to God he may 
remember his elder brother too, since he can go as fit 
as Sweden in search of faithful scrvanls \ 

1 love the coadjutor for loving me so long: chevalier 
Adhemar, approach, that I may embrace you: I am 
stiangely attached to these (iliignani: it will be long' 
before M. Nicole’s book will pi educe such fine efiPecta 
in me as it has done m M. de Grignaii. I have ties on 
all stde^; but tbc'ie is one in paiticuUir that I feel in my 
vciy marrow j and what can M. Nicole do iheie } 
Croorl God' how trulv 1 can admire him ^ But bow far 
am 1 ftom that happy tiidifTerencc he wishea lo inspire! 
Farewell, my dearest child! Do you not pity me for 
what 1 must feel now 1 know you are in the last stage 
of your pregnancy ? Take care of yOurself, if you have 
any love for mo. I am grieved to see all youi Parisian 
faces quit you one after another: you have your hOf* 
band with yon indeed, and his is a Parisian face. My 
child, you mu^-t «^t suffer yourself to be totally for¬ 
gotten in that country: 1 moat tidte you back with met 
you must agree to it. 

The abbe Bffiat’s marriage has not taken place yet; 
he has required time to consider of it: in my optniofi 
the affair is at an end, 

* S«e tlui note rcUuug u> M, de Vomponne, D Uf^ lOe# 



LOTER CXLIX. 


TO aiir s\MC. 

Tlie IVxkflt Wf rliirs ’ j, \i \ 1,167^ 
An’ my dear child, what a btrangc scene passed the 
day two years at Livri* ’ I low was ray heajt pien ed 
with anguish at that peiiod’ but 1 ought not to d\^ell 
on *rarh melancholy recollections. Let us talk of M. 
Micoie, It IS a long time since we have said a w ord about 
him. There is a gieat deal of justice in jour observa¬ 
tion respecting the lodifincnte In requires us to show to 
the opinion of the worhl; I think with you, that phi¬ 
losophy wilt hardly be found suflTicient of itikclf, with¬ 
out the assistance of giace. lie lav^s so great a stress on 
pit serving peace and good fellowship with our neigh- 
hout, md recommends so many things to ns in order to 
attain these, tliat it is next to an inipo&sihitity, after this, 
to be mdif^rent to what the world thinks of ns. fiucss 
what 1 am doing; I am beginning this treatise again: 
methinkil could wish to swallow it, tike EzckicTs toll. 
I am delighted with wltat he says on the subject of 
pride and self-love, which enter into all disputes, under 
tjie feigned name of the love of truth: in short, this 
ireattse will apply to*more thafi one in the world; but 
I cannot help thinking, iliat he had* me principally m 
^iewrwhen he wrote it. He says, eloquence, and a 
how 4^ words, give a lustre to the thoughts; 1 greatly 
Kdiuire that expression; I thought it be autilul and new. 

word luetic IS ftktremely apposite there, dfi you not 
mink so ^ We must read this book together at Gngnan. 
Sere 1 to nurse \ou in vour iying-tn, it would be a fine 


EX’ 


lb to a uutcsmsgie of mad. Gngnan at Livri, the 4th of 
fice Letter 1J8. 
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oppnnunity: but wIiAt cm I do for you at this di^- 
tHiice? I |)ihs niv time in hxving mas-jt*! said for \ou 
f verv day, and in a inultitudc of disagn eable thougbta, 
wliub cm be of no aerMtc to >ou,4)at winch, how¬ 
ever, It IS im()o<« ible to avoid. I have at picsent 
oi twelve noikimn in the an, raHingtlie timbors of OVIT 
chapel, they tun bitkward and foiwaid u|ion tbooul* 
'^idc of It like <io many r its, they hold by nothing, and 
arc every instnit in dansrerol breaking their necks anil 
make my back aclu with endeavouring to help tiieiu 
be'ow Ont (annot but idmiio the wondevfoi effects of 
Piovidcnce in the desiu of gun, and be thanklu), that 
such people are created, who are wUlmg to do foi a 
shilling uliat others would not do for a hundred thou« 
sand pounds. ** 0 thrice*happy they who plant caU* 
bages’ when they have one Lot on the grewodj, 
cuhti IS not far oil." I have this from a very gooi| 
thor We have planters too w ith u^, w ho are foiiniiig 
new avenues; I bold the young tiees mysetf while they 
set them in the ground, unless it raifta so that tbettt li|> 
no being abroad: but the weather almost drives me ill 
despair, and makes me wi^ Ibr a 4o iraitli|> 9 rt 
to Pai IS. Madame de la Fayette saysi, tbat smeh yd^ 
tell the story of Auger In so serious a manner, sllefs 
suaded nothing can be more tma^ and thut you are 
no means jesting with me: she thought at ^st that Js 
had been a joke of Coulaages*s^ ajSI it looks 
It. If you wnte to him upon the pfvy 

in that style. 

You see M. de Loovigm hat net been aide 
chase the postf which Wfs hta fhtl|||ir'ss 

• Puuuge, M) Rabrisit. 

t Of colonel of tho Freseh gasHS, 

«iih the revemon tolusMMi, tbSKWHUye il riwi l ht UmiiHH ' 

Msed leave of die Un^ io lengn, * 
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I’fninafle* is wHI provided for. I did not ihi» . 
ffould ever hare been so much in forluiie’s wa , . 
annt has had a fit of the ague, which haft greatly aiurm- 
ccl me. Your datigiiter U cutting teeth, and pinches as 
you u&ed to do, which is odd enough. What shall I 
tirl{ you next ? Consider, child, J am in a desert, l^.i 
'JProche, whom 1 expected here, is very ill; so that wv. 
ttr# quite aiuue: we read a great deal, and spend the 
^Veilings nnd mornings as usual. 


CETTfiR CE. 

s 

to THE SAitrE. 

' V 

V ftV. . 

I,' ^ TUb Rocks, Wednesday, Nw. IJ, 1671. 

dH^OL’Mi i(^,Iii!!aven> my deaiest chi hi, that to bo conli*' 
thiflltiug cf you, with the utmoat anxiety and 
mSkderneas,. could be of any real service to you I one 
think,'"H might not be aiiogether'iiaeles.s to you j 
l^p^yei of, whu;t>M>trvitxi can i be to you, at the distance 
hundred leagues-f 1 do not doubt that every ne^ 
precautioii is (aketir '^here you are ; that the 
ImsI pian hv\s been chosen between going to Aix and 
i^sUiming to Grignan; that a midwife has been sent for 
ill; proper time,, tp socustom you a littje to the sight of 
her, .and save yutl the and impatience that one 

feels at «^ng a ne^ face as to a liurse, your 
Hinn wpfsmeti must care of you oa‘ this ecc^ion; 
fhey W'ill rentomber mad. Moreau^a way of manugmg; 
90 as to yoiirselt^ my dear, you must be sure to keep 
as quiet at-positible, and not hazai'd a fever for 
ilie sake of talking, as you did at Pans. What more 


• 'l^wckr dTAifh^ton, iljrt&e tis hi FeuiUa^tr, surf aftprwMikt Ataniial 

m «f ihe' fbudi 


rnsi«ll»^'T hv th? king ike sflt of duniuiiy, 167 a. 
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^liall i say to your ami what can 1 say to you that is 
not in the same slyle r It is iiattnal, wht'n the head is 
occuiiicd with these things, to make them the subject of 
di^-ccjuisc*; it is as natural tor you to of them : 

for my part, I iKVcr dislike tiiinp^s in their proper place; 

1 ought not therefore to write ti^you^ I think, till I know 
you are brought tombed: and tWt would be very strange 
too; it is better, my child, that you should accustom 
yourself to thoughts which are so just and natural upon 
proper occasions.Pt rhaf»s you may be* brought to-bed 
whtn this rtacbes you ; but what will lliafr signify, if 
it buds you in good Itcahh?' 1 wait for Friday with the 
greatest imp.itience: see lioweoiUtnuafly Ifofestal time, 
which I was never fond of dein|^ dhd never did before, 
being of opinion, thst time flies fast enough, without 
bemg hurried on. Madame de In Fayette^ inlbrnM me,*^ 
site intends to wriu to you soon; I Isbe wtltjl' 

not forget to toil you, that Mar ana dHiiie 

(fuecn^e epenmeiit the other night, while acV 

tag a tlpaniah play : the fook^ fSte/ one ^ 
wthlered, aud began with en.ie^gHms bhioder, 
ing the u}iper*iamd of riteifome dl^Ffte 
her laughed at by every bodyi as a very rgaoradt 
ill-bred creature. , 

Pomenars pasjted tboovgli 4ifi®:ydle|g!f eh« other dhy' 
in his way to Laswl, wheve\W »aw-4*‘i|f^ d^d he>« 
sembled ; and upon askif^ w but w# 'the wha 

told they were^hanging a gentlemmi tn edlgy^ vdn* hod 
stolen the daughter of the coutti dieCrdincc; this hap- 
lieoed to be himself: be got ae near.as he coulil to the 
scadbld, andbnding the fkahttevvhad made a frightful 
resemblance C3f him, he>eoinplaiaed'of it bitterly; add 
afterwanJs supped and slept at the house of the 
judgettat had passed seiiteM,)|(,^i^ H'heiieait jii^ 
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Ing he catne here, and was ready to die with 
111 iflling- us what had passed; however, he t •-;nfr 
it best to decutiip the iiioriiiiig after, as soon as it was 
jight. 

As to devices, my dear cii'dd, my poor brain is in a 
very had condition for thinking of any, much less for in- 
vmutimg them; however, as there are twelve hours in the 
day, and above lifty in the night, my memory has fur¬ 
nished me w'ith a rocket raised to a great height in the 
air, with these words ; piri, pur che sHnmiM: I 
wish with all my heart it had been mine; 1 think it ex¬ 
actly made for Adheinar, JLei it pemh, so it be exaJied^ 
I am afraid 1 have seen this somewiiere in the late tour- 
uaments, though 1 cannot exactly say where or w hen^ 
for I think it tOo pretty to be my own. I remember 
also, liaving seen in some book, a rocket on the subject 
oj[a.tover who bad been bold enough to declare himself 
tp bis mistress with these words, da Vtprdore l*ardite *, 
^teb is pretty, but does not apply in this instance. I 
sore w hether, the first I have mentioned is 
ill stlict conformity .roles of devices; for 1 do 

l^fectly onderstana oil 1 know is, that it 

peas^ me, and whether it was in a tournament, or on 
a seal, is a matter of no great importance; it is scarcely 
pO^ssible to invent iiew<9110$ fbr every occasion. You 
bave heard, me a thousand ^hnas. repeat that part of d 
line in Tasso, 1 to repeat this so 

adfteu, that the^coimt ttos (.'ha|^ies had a seal engraved 
with aa eagle flying towards the sun, and Palte non te- 
fur the motto; a. very happy device. Perhafis, my 
d^ar, this U all to no purpose. 1 care for nothing pro- 
#^d you are in healtb.^ 

• Mf, SriKS 60m m\ snlovr. 
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LETTER CLI. 

TO THE 8AMr. 

The Rockftt Sandk) , Nov. 1 A, 10)' I* 
Tiir question, whether you hud not thrown away m} 
last letters, was only an air; for though they do noi 
merit tliL honour you do tbefn, yet, i believe, aftei 
keeping those I used to write to you, when you were 
playing with a dolt, that you w'oald keep these i a bos 
of a moderate siae would not now be al)ie to hold them j 
you roust have a large chest on purpose. 

There certainly never was any thing rooic humorous 
than what you say about Alihemars's name; and it is a 
fact, that there is no part of bis letters blotted or 
scratched out, but his signature. 1 am a good deal puz* 
zied about a name tor his regiment: 1 have sent you tiiy 
thoughts upon the subject before: you kn<hiv 1 prefer 
tiie name of Arlhunar, and would ^intain it at the ha¬ 
zard ot my life ^ j but 1 am afraid are on the weah^ 
e'lt side in this affair. 1 like the device t e.\trenii^y, 
du perit pw che 7)Cinahi, This is the true language of 
a little sultan, a little Alexander, a proud, ambitious, 
rash^ impetuous little marshal of France, I want sadly 
to know what you think of it, and where 1 kfave stdieti 
It: fori am sure 1 did not ivmke \t%. As to H. Qjri- 


* Tiie rcj^impiu inentioaed berr, la our of die ref^eide of fa my e 
called die Gent lenten't wliifh lake the iiaiue of die ctdonol* 

thi« was cailrtl dir R^nnent of an, and went hj that name till tliS 
ltddi of the a)anfui<i of (,n^nan in I701, 

T Tlir body of this divici »di» 1 aky-rotkrt 

X Father B luluiun, in h» Discoutse eu Dtvieri, inbi^kMis ttwt of 
the count d'llliers, the body of which w'is ike aatne m dM fou-going, 
and die motto Poco dun put che m'imlx%» 
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gnaii, I firmly beliure him ; I am sure tlial W ■ 
thrush better than voa: and so in return I lovVf " “ -f/ju 
better than him. I>ct him eJEamtne his own lu ^r' 
he loves you, in the same degree shall I love himIfw. 
i# biH one way in which be can convince me of his lOve 
jrou. But, my dear child, do you not sometimes 
wonder at the blttfiders and mistahes that arise from, 
being separated so long, and placed .at such a distance 
from each other ? I am in pain for you when, perhaps, 
you are m health ; and when you are ill, a letter 
froln you mahes me perfectly easy at the time 1 receive 
it: but this sftiisfacti^ last long; for after all 

you must be brought t# : and 1 shall be miserable, 
and hot witbonl reason, till I hear of your safe delivery. 
You are resotVed, it soetn?^, lo lie*in at Lombesc: have 
yon engaged yoor surgeoir? JDeville's wife writes t ■ 
Word that you arc acijuainted with him ; that is a greas 
deal: but 1 fear> as he bleeds yoiv,.tfiat he is young, and 
ydtitig people have not had much ertperience tli this 
w-ty, 1 know toot what t • hut, above all things, 
care of yourself: e:!t|>eriencO ought to have made 
you wise : for my own part, I am astonished at my ex« 
tensive inowttodge in this respect. 

JM 1 tell you thtt 1 have planted one of the prettiest 
spots imaginable Ito the middle of this spot I j^lant 
myself, where libbody Wilt keep me company for fear 
of perishing with eotd. Mtoussc takes a few turns to 
get himself watm, and the abbe runs backwards and 
fpiwards rtt business 5 but I am ilaed there, wrapped 
JDiP hf cloak, and thinking of Provence ; for 

that thought never quits ^0. I w'Ish much to hear of 
your being safely delivered, before I set out from hence; 
tow you mmif'kuow 1 look upon the fatigue of the jour- 
ll^liy, and she great mixiety of roimi 1 shall necessai iiy cn- 
'^uro, as two things impossible to be supported at once. 
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Let me know what name Adheinar has made choice 
of: 1 think he seems iiiitlecitled about it. M. do (rri- 
gnan stands up for Grignmi, and w’ith a great deal of jus* 
tice. Rou\ tile * is ior the otiien l4liink we must re¬ 
duce it at last to k petit irhideux f. 

You ask me if we have aag green leavefi with ttit ' 
indeed we have a great many; they are miscect Witll 
yellow ami browii« .which you know mnl^s an 
able mixturt* for a gown. 

Madumc de Ibieiineterre, and'fnndame de Lenville are 
two brisk widows; one has plenty of money, and the 
other of beauty. You do tiot .snentfon year assembly; 

I think it endures longer''tlian dllliNkttletinc hear 

something about your own" Wh^t you call 

trifles and nonsense, is what Iin. Alas! 
if these are unpleasant to you, you should never read 
my letters, but burn thtm. farewell,*my dear and 
lovely child; 1 command'^^li^ life to your care. 


ijErrTER cm. 

TO xirS SAMB. 

The RodsH^eHneiasy, Not. IB, 1671. ■: 
Good heavens! my dear chtldi^'^ .w^iat a situaikm 
nmy this letter And you! It will boihe^flth before you 
receive it; and, by that thoe^ 1 hope-i^ trust you will 
be safely deliver^. 1 am' obliged to repeat thest 
words frequently to keep up my spirits; for my baatl 

* Fianek count of remarkahte for ths gSnt -wdiojilW^in 

had gaiiiefi by Ktnays tcUiflg'thirlSstlk. 

■r M. He (niillardgirtps »ay*iaj|; oAce, thnr all Uk Gri/viuins were |)rou4 
(gi'ori^irj, and betn^ asked whetliariie ihouKlu Afilidniar so, replied, 
Ileii piouJish ^«'or<ev.t and ever afterwards l;e wvut by the ruunc 
o^iit petit glurieuXi or tiie LUlte proud or.e. 
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is sometiiries so paintully oppre^tseil, that 1 know 
what to do; but this is nothing more than imtui'i* < • 
such an occasion as the present. 1 wait niih impa¬ 
tience ibr my }"r-''iay*s letters; and entreat those wlio 
have hitherto diverted iheniselves' w iili keeping yours 
back, to suspend their gnme till you have lain in. They 
•eem of late to have been busy with mine: 1 am ({uitc 
in 4e8paif; for you know, that though 1 do not set great 
value upon uty letters* yet 1 would choose that those to 
whom 1 write (fttonld receive them; and as I nei- 
.iherwrite Ibr other people* nor to have them jost, 1 
regret all not reaoh' you. Wirat a fancy* to 

ips^dle with jJSomiiy W too nearly re¬ 


lated for our correBfh^nifnee to fnthifih matter for curi¬ 
osity; in shoMrIh is nnb^i^hle; let us say no more 
about it. I>*fiac^iiievt)lie writes me word that he left 
mad. de Montaus^r il the pokat of death: 1 suppose 
she is dead by this time. If I am olid’ged to write to 
M. de Montausier and mad. Crussol 1 shall be more 
at a loss Uian poor Adlicmar tfas> when he had to write 
to the king and the mihlst^. I cannot write now; 
since I have found that iviyv|^rs do not come to your 
hands* mine have been feUeihd. I think sometimes, 
that while I am perplmth^^my head here with a thou- 
amid fancies, he firing guns, and rejoicing, 

for your safh .delivery i how'ever, 1 am not si^e 
el; but must, sh^^et,. timgnish in expectation. It 
, Iruexi’S ht^rtl, and^i^ all day wanderfhg in the woods, 
be fine weadtfk, 1 suppose,, till we set out, and 
then we shall have .a deluge of rain. Such arc tlie re- 

employ iny time, and when one has 
nothing else to say, it is a* tndl tofinish. 


* Mr j. dr MottUiusacr's dttu^luer. 
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LETTER CUIL 

TO TUB SAME. 

Thf Rocks^ SunSayt Nov. 211 , 16 >I« 

M vDAME de Louvigni * js brought to-bed of t son: 
you see, my dear Uiild, you must certaifily hare one 
too; you expect it so iirt^y, that, as you say. La ii* 
gnoja qut tnit m monde tma fille, was not moro taken m 
than you Avouid be, if sueh an accident wete to happen. 
1 puy incessantly foi the happy terminotlon of anev^t 
upon which iny hfe depends nofo tban^urs. 1 do 
not think 1 shall be able to leaVe this place till my mind 
IS at rest upon the subji (t. There is no carrying such 
a cruel disquiet with one on the enad, wheie there wlH 
be no chance of hd\m^ a letter from you: it is yen 
therefore, my deiSr chik), that detain me. 

I am evtiemely concerned at the dangerous stale of 
health of ^our first pieudent*!: bis death will be a vary 
gi'eat loss to you; besides the mfsfbrtune of having so 
young, so elegant, and so handsome a man, tom from 
^ou in this manner: if be recovers, it will he next to a 
initacle: 1 am sure 1 never thought I should taka much 
inteiest in a fust piesident of Provence; but Prorcnce 
^is Iccome my country since you have mhahited it« 
Madanic‘ de Richelieu bai^ at last stOpt into mad. du 
Montausier’s place; what joy to some! what vexation 
to others! Such H the way of the world! You are* 
greatly beloved by all that family: for my part, I am 
>cr\ little interested in these changes; and keep up my 
connexions at court wtthf^no other view than that of 

V 

* Mai} Clurlono de Castrluau, Wifii Antibony Charles count d' 
Ixtmuiu, afieiwdicL. duke de Grainoiit. 
de Feibm Op[iede» 
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beinpr senriccable lo you in }Our abbence. I have had 
a Uttei fioiTi M It* Ponrun^me full oi ili» most ».intere 
and t xpru^sions ' ^ lenu^Illp * he is hijidily 

•tiysfi6di|KlS%is royal master^ and with 1 am (cii uii, 
iuliy answer the good ojiiutou eveiy one has loinud of 
bim. 

1 haute no doubt of the hjstoiy of Aogar boin^ tiue» 
nof evei had^ it was only a notion ot mad de la Fa\ - 
otte% from a kn^nltnlge of Coolangeab odd ^\a\ ^be 
behoves it navr as firm y as luysclf Winter leicns 
Iwrre in aU its honors 1 am either viaikmu aNmt inv 
gerdent, or sitting by the t litmney-corner. there is no 
taking any diiintton: if vie are not b} tlie hie-Md(> 
we must bo running about to catch heat. 1 shall pass 
tuo more Frulays irt the by whuh Utne I hope 

to beat of your sate 4ehveiy* hi* de fingtiaii is in fos** 
tiee obliged to take a* touch cart of me now, as i did 
of him on a stonkr occaaiQii 

lETTEH CUV, 

IQ TIIC SS>tE. 

Thft iodas WcthMisdi^^ Nov. 15 ,1071. 
Mt letteito fi^om IPkrts inlbrui me of the dorith oi }C|ir 
first pfanMent* I cannot express whut concern it l^s 
giTen roe. He Wte a ftHy woithy mail, as \iell as a 
very hantisoou. one; but what undered him of siiH 
jgMar couse<]llienee to me, was the friendship th u sub- 
between yoa, aia) ttie advantages you might have 
dhwved &oni such a connexion. When I haie ex¬ 
hausted this sub}* ct, loetunieif myself again, end find 
jroy heait overwhtsimed with anxiety tor youi heoltii. 


* 9|« tbs X^etter of 19di Nsweiubail, 17?0* 
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iml thfi thoughts of vow approai'hmg ron6iiem«nt. I 
<lt) not knrm how tt haf>petied that I had not tho Wtt to^ 
advise you to do at you done, constdmrtg that L 
tVas ef|ually fearful of your onrouoU'iung the 
at AIX, uid of retoniiiig il) the way back to Ortgium: 
you had no jlteinative theiefore^ but to remain nvhefe 
you were, whicli m certaicdy the wisest yitti tbaUI 
have taken 1 supj[>qse ynd have b< en bttd, J tuppOfh 
too, that you have taken alt the precaQUona that gW 
necessary: in shoH, I inppose and hope laB lidtl' 
light. Madame <k Louvigni lias set vou a 
example; but I shall suilVr much ttt waititig the 
happy ttdmg^; T e^ld wish to receive tlum hire, i 
expect ynui Friday’s pticket with my usual impaHenca* 
fsuppose you will say a gf>ocJ deaf oi» the denth of the 
ioor president: I mh apprebeitsiva it may havt shotked 
you, and hate bei n of ill ronsetjuenee m year present 
situatioii My otvn condition wdl not let me say any 
more to } ou (low; though (t is not fhrHhant of Hliiitre, 
I a^ure you ; on the contrary, (t that htoiwi^Mh 
makes me yield to the tf>iui of an'kious thoughhtllhM 
haunt me repectints' Provence; ami as I have dMmgr 
but meUnolioly th til,s to say to Vou* which I know yoti 
ate in no need of at present 1 shall take my feavk #f 
too, with the asstiraAce that 1 ant ihost aJtcuoniltit^y 
xours. 


LETTER CLV. 

TO rnc s\M(. 

Hm Rwk», Suudiij, Nov. SSt 1071. 

I r IS imposaible, wholly irnpoisildct* my dinrest ohddj 
foi me to express the joy I received on opeuutg the 
"oieased packet that contained the d^ 
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Jfvery. When I saw a letter in it from M. de Grignan, 
1 not doubt for a moment that you were brought to- 
iMtd; but then it was so strange a circumstance not to 
le^ the usual dear band-writing on the superscription ! 
HoveTBr^ there nas one from you dated the loth ; but, 
tibough 1 saw it, I passed it by unnoticed, that from M. 
de Origuan having strangely confused my poor intel- 
htCH. At last I ventured to open it nith trembling 
htnds and a beating heart, and found every thing that 
my medt ardent wishes could desire. How do you iina- 
on* acts in such an excess of Joy ^ Ask the coad- 
[titof; you cannot be a judge yourself, hating never 
experienced it. Shall I tell you then, how one act«: ? 
Why the heart sinks, and tears flow apace without our 
heilig able to prevent them. This was precisely my 
ease t I wept, my dear child, but vrith infinite pleasuie: 
team ftke these are accompanied with sensations not to 
be equalled by the most lively joy. As you are a phi- 
loBoyfiht you wilt he able to account for these effects ; 
f|l%Mnty ^1 them. I nm now going to have as many 
* *"1 said by way of thanksgiving to God for this in- 
tle blessing, as 1 did liefuie to request it of him. 
‘'ihy present feelings to continue for any length of 
|ii(£ li^ would be too agreeable ^ we must therefore 
happiness whUe it is in out power; sorrow amb 
notab^syilir Gotorn.^but toq $oqp.. 1 low charming ws 
knsto^lwse'a boy after all, and to bl^elrhn named 
iliir Provi nc« * ’ !t was every tlnng thakcould be w'ish- 
sd. My dear, 1 give you a thousand and a thousand 
l^a&kS Ml* flfw linos you wrote me : they completed 
jie nMaattr* of my fehnty. The ahbe is ns transported 
kamyAlt and oar La Mou^ is in raptures. Adieu, m} 
f s bate many letters to write besides this. 

pvecufftUm of wwc tiU go4lkthvrs, ond ga\e liim 

eTiisatoBtuvesre 
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I^KITLR CLYI. 


p) nib s;ksir.. 

'iTie llfick*, Wi^dnwiay, DVf, a, 1671* 
Aftlr my first tratDparis of joy bad a liut^ I 

L'OgAii to peict \\c, luy dear ciiiid, that t shotdd ftUl 
anxious fur letteis Irom Provence next Friday to noitt* 
picte my satibfaciioii. J.ying-in womto are liable 
many nccidi Ills, and j'oiir tongue is $0 well heng^'aa 
M. de Grigiian says, tiiai till nine duya at ieabt are bap* 
pily o^er \sith you, I ghall not leave ibis place with any 
degree of comfort or pleasure: so 1 shall wait foa«|ny 
letters, and then set out: those of the following Frida^i'i;, 
I shall receive at 5Iaiicoree. 1 am surprised at no 
er feeling the load at my heart, whilib used to nppfm^ 
me day and night, while I vas in dobbt abpBt youlr 
safety. 1 am now so completely hap)iy, that 1 canili^ 
cease returning thanks to the Divine Beib^ for 
peace of mind, which 1 did not expect so soon. 1 
received letters of compliment without end and 
number Irom Paris, and here the young lord’s beO^ 
has been drank for miles round, I b^e distributl^ 

3 y for drink, and feasted my own people like 

othing gave tne gn^atcr pleasure thsu ft 'Cpi|lU||3i^^^ 
meiu 1 received from Pdois who came this 
with his spade upon bis hack, and said, " My 
am come to let you know that 1 ata heartily glad'^V 
hear that my I idy countess has get a fine 
this IS to me wot ill ail the xpeecbpli lu 
M. dc Moiitmoroiif canfifiSitlter pout* fttboek'^llliiailr<. 


* M »<laiQ« de gudooU 

t HeivwOftheh^vignHMl^, 
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llun<»swt were talking of lie a‘»Fures me Iw 

docj; not renveniber to have mc.i any\%!ieu lln (mii [ 
propos'd lot ArUieinai: he l.ncwthe one, u *lt 
Wc>r<is« Du Vmdou Vtodiu ''; hut th.it h not the tlpn^. 
the other, be aays, i;> much moit toinpUte, ( V/uii, imi 
ckc m*inahi. And whether it is my own, or hininw. W, 
he tMnks it excellent. Hut what do you »>ay to M. de 
Lsuson? You know what a noise he nude tins time • 
twttkecpoittb. Should we have belKwd it, if any oiu 
had tu^ ibat in Uss than a year he would he .1 ))ri> 

I Vanity qf vutu rts, fdl « umity ' I hey s.\y ihc 
new Madame h quite dualled wuh hei ^1 andenr. You 
ohajll hear what kmd of persoiiago sho is: when h<i 
phy^ucien was presented to her,, she said, ahe had r.o 
jbituhiess for one; that she had njiver been bled nor 
, iohen pbysie in her Ufe; and tf 

oho .woe iib ^ 0 walk of dve or S)% iniles, and that ^ 

cured Iter at once. But let her go, and joy go w uh htr. 
you see I Wfitc to yoo^ Uh 1 would to one who has lam¬ 
ia fos w rnonth* now ibr 2V1. de Grighau: lie can- 
"loet be ignoi'ant of what yon must have stidered; and, 
ht really loves you, miM i4 not give bim the greatest 
qonctin, to be the Atcuue of your being Urns circum- 
otanced eteiy year ^ Af^er such good reasons os these. 


a, warnuig t for my |>art, it would aUs^dutely drive me 
10 cleNpair; but, however, I viiLl keep tny word : il will 
ti^t be foi tbo brat time. iAreweli, dnme coimte^^; f 
4f* tha dear nifont, tor whom I have a ^reat abci'iiu.i ; 

beiliurkao mu(*b as f>r tho^odv hi^ inntl>er: k will he 

* • * 

long, while befuio he attains to that. 1 have a great 
* mu a device of the wMicfaal dc Bsssotup iere. _ 


I hare no iui>ie to Sty to him on the subject, fartbet 
tha^ to auoie hi u, that I will not come to Provi li e ij 
"ybo are with child again. 1 vvs4i he may take tbV ;<a 
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UK to IlPdi ioine mw', of >o«r a^^rabty, ibo chfm* 
uug, 6.C A littie p^hpiirp, and I t<hAU Hnow ji^ul 
iln^ IS X \ itu 1 am not mucb ^Mactisdd in* 


I LTfLU CLVn. 
io inr svMF. 

The Dee* 0* 1071 « 

fttr last latm were as necesd'iry to my hftpplMiii*, a# 
iho * 1 It t* ivtd tlic wttk bclore T he joy of vomf be-* 
iiig "alciy lithvtreU was so ext)usit<« that br ng tm* 
able to beai its excess, 1 liegah to tounent nivsttU Witb 
apptihensions of the accidents which might loUoWk f 
then lon^^ed for a secoti I packet, and now I hue il^ il 
^ IS just what I couUl have wi<(h«ch You have had thjg ^ 
cohf, sow Inst had the milk-bver, but ijte now gfbi 
Orel a 1 i he t Ptidfiitor tells me, ih tt the boy was throo 
houis WTtbmit m tKina wueE, and tlvat tog were tn tlifo 
Rtosi di tadiul b »glit ima^malih*. Upon niy word t Von 
mtke a fitip hguie with your mothtrly li^vcrf WhaOtl 
tnlvp I Do ^ou lealty love the ibdd i but he ts fHir, and 
It IS th It (hit c narms \oa * \(m love fatr people , very 
rtvil indt'ed ' lU di titay well bejealouvt yott 

lcav& him, he xajs, lor the hrsi (omrr > tiic last comH 
have said: tn short, tins bo} will nMikf 4 
gre It m my jra’ous. The good coadjutor ventev me a 
string <)l priiticu)u>« wotihy the pen of M. Chais^ or 
ni id iioOiiiet * 1 i nirv yon and he tall out a hula 

now dtid then is it not so *' I hope my preseooc is ito4 
111 < f s ij V to p ikr Von ft u nds ] should wish to dud 
that mattti thoioughf^ settled io ttiy bnids* Btft 

* 1 h oQo intidAmc de Grtgasu** surgeyo «t tjlllibese, thr oth^r hot 
. I ^<^*1, at Vary* 
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y<*; good Mr. Stcr^tary *, come this way *«' lutlr 
if’^Oti'please: and so you latigh at my d< \if'e' You 
pre^nd lt> S'dv it ib to be met wiili in e^e^ v bor.k ofllwit 
kind! It n»ay-be bO ; btii a ptixui who uurh rs 
tliei^ things better than you, tells mo ln' h.t'. nr\er met 
with it. To tell you the truth, I never tliou^hl it wa.-. 
niy own, and a£;ree with you, that somebody ma'.Ie 
it to my hands ; but, be it as it may, you ^^dI at ha^t 
own, that 1 could have no otluM* view in the application 
than merely to gi\e you pleasure. To return to you, 
riiy poor count, 1 am really sorry for you, I see plainly 
you are a mere cipher in comparison with this fair young 
gentleman. However, the balance will now he t*c|ual la 
your fiimiiy, Inch unluckily was wanting before. Hut 
1 really ask your pardon for the comparison of the on'i t ' 
1 own it was a little shocking; but 1 was at that time 
quite incen&ed ai you for openly proposing a thrush to 
my daughter: if you are sorry for your fault, 1 will be 
sorry for mine. 1 have a great desire to know some¬ 
thing of your a'au'iiibly; it would be vexatious to have 
it break up withnut corning to some conclusion. The 
bishop of Marseilles overwhelms me with civiliiie.s ; he 
has given rne an account of his dispute with the coadju¬ 
tor, and of my daughter’s health. They have heard of 
this dispute at Paris, and have sent me aord of it. as if 
1 hold no sort of correspondence myself with Proy^nc' 
Lord blc^ them! It is my own country. PareweU, my 
dear count, and you* brave Adheinar, and you my ev or- 
dear, my ever<amiuble woman in the straw, i think I 
tnasfcsay to you, as Barillon said to me the other day : 
•t'Those that love you better than 1 do, lo^e you too 
well.'’ At .such a distance* we scarcely say or do any 
ll^tng properly; sve cry W'iien we should laugh, and 


* M. d’Adhemur, 


See Letter 151. - _ 



MADAME L‘B sIviON'l* 


21 


hugh when we shoultl cry : we are frightened at yotm 
N ii'gijoiis of sixty-four. In s-hort, aiy child, 
ho bluiukr.s of distance ; to which let me add 
norancrc of Provence. Now you have_,aii advaAttfgl^' 
i yt)ur side, which prevents you from being laugh^ 
at in turn, and that is your knowledge of the place 
where I am: ail these things together will ceviainly 
•l>!)gc me to get lu’-ai'cr to you, and afterwards to go 
r|uiie to Provence, in Older to inform myself more tuUy 
upon the spot. As 1 am now easy on your aocoontf I 

k 

shall set out in about three days ; so that 1 shall receive 
no more letters till 1 get to iMaltcorne. 1 cannot thank 

c* 

you suiliciently for the few lines you add in the letters 
1 have from the Grtgnans. 

^M idrtinc tie Kichelieu is now well settled : if mad.^ 
(h Suarron had a hand in this, she is worthy of envy; 
ftu- she niU'L taste the most solid joy that this world cau 
tUlurcl. I am told Vardes is coining back, 

LKTHiR CLVill. 

TO THF SAME. 

'n»e Rocks, Wrdne dtv, Dee. 0, 11,71. 

I AM mst going to set out, my dt'ar, but.ieato my soli* 
V%le f;ith some ri gret, as I shall not find you at Paris. 
I much (|uestioii whetiu r 1 should have returned thither 
this winter, but for my Provence journey, which makes 
it lii my way, it being impracticable to go ail the way 
thither from hence, or to go to Pans as one does to Or¬ 
leans. Well then, you may suppose me set out; 1 
shall sleep at mad. de Loresse’s, who is a relation of 
your». to a^oid the stones of Laval. 1 .shall be there 
to-morrow: and briday next X siiaii .send to Laval for 
which w ill be brought me to Meic, where I 





^itend to ; after that J shaU thiuk of oo> 

imng iktit PaiVt?* If dm^ng thia joumy you ehoultl 
cnii^ to 'the ioQg«r than usual without hearing from 
' jdo not uneasy about iu lam neither with chilil 
fll)(iMale}y brought to-hfU^ nor am I afraid of a coacli. 
/IJhayano A^ignon-bi'i^ge to pass: the weather is ex- 
ireinoly Boe; aftd lahail ]ha«e nothing to interrupt me; 
ai |^.afll.no longer under any concern about you, do net 
you be unhappy about me. 1 am loaded with compU- 
inenCS on the birth of my little grandson; of whom I 
i%iuld be glad to hear next Friday, and still more so of 
you* Poor M. de Lauxun is at Pi»nm>l; for whic h M. 
;^ilarrouis is in great adlHctkm; but he tells me, that 
the news of your safe, delivery, and of tlm birth and 
Chnstening of your lit#s>b^, shot a gleam of joy to his 
jheart, through ail the sorrow in Whicii it was whelmed: 
and 1 in return assured him, that his aillictioii had 
thrown a cloud over my joy« Adim^ my beloved cliild, 
wc must part. I am overwhelmed with regret at leav¬ 
ing these wontls. 1 vyil) not tell you how great a part 
you have in my liidiflerence for Paris. You know but 
too well aiready, liow.dear you arc to me. 

lOTTER CHX. 

TO THE SAME. 

jVldimni^£tnidtiy«'Dec. 13, 1671.- 

At length, my dear child, | am so far on tnv journey. 
It is the Bnest weather imaginable, so that I am very 
,wc)l able, as Madame says, to take a walk of five or six 
miles; as for La Mousse, he runs about like a wild 
thing: tic is a little uncomfortable tor want of sleep at 
; fui' he has not been accustomed to iflconvefii> 
ence. i set out on Wednesday, as 1 told you 1 should; 





« ^resse, wher^ they intfa( ii ^ >,)eyth^ my tiaell^ 

^ V leir horse«i> 4rhtcti «t last I yiHidled te. 
bavt* now four in eacih coach, and fly Uke the^Mi^jad* 
Fnd 1 got u> Lavah aod stopped dtre^liy at the •pal^ 
oflKt*, where 1 met wtih that honest, eblv^g, flOOd 
mat), all mire and dtrt to hU very nedc, who wan jerst 
arrived, aiMl gave nw! your lettiK; { thought 4 sticndd 
have kissed him ; you wINl Judge, Irom my tsthtng >in 
tins manner, that 1 am no lonffer angry with the p«^ ; 
and in truth, the fault was not thckhj it is aeitahiJy, 
as you said, some enemy of Du Bois's who heAriltg 
hiiw talk of our rorrespondence, and pluihe himseif upott 
the (“iiploymeiti we had giv«pi|iiii)i hadi out of div«r* 
sum, stoic our letters from him* I lUd not discover it 
at hrst, thifti{ui{]r you wreSie ^ me only once a weefk; 
but A hen I found that you jyrote twice, t cannot easHy 
e3tpl(^s tlie vexation and* grief 1 felt at the loss of the . 
leticis. But 1 return to tlie pieature 1 had hi receiving 
till* packet, with two Orf your letters enclosed, from the 
diiiy hand*' uf the postilion: 1 saw him open hts little 
mail Ixefoie me ; and at tile same time, Jhif/, Jrau, 1 
f>})( u< d m lie, and found yoQ were well. V'ou write 
to me in Adltetu«it*b letter; and then I have another 
from yourself, dated from your flre-side a foituight 
aiu^r^your lymg-m. Nothing can nxoeed the joy this 
^ certainty of your health gave me. Lrt me beg you net 
to make too free with it, nor wrke me long letters; re¬ 
cruit yourseK, and be very careful not to sutijecf your¬ 
self to fatigue. Alas ! ray dear child, yhm Were very 
ill. To have seen you sutler so tetfious a labour would 
have kilted me. They were forced to bleed ^uu at last, 
it St I ins, and even began to be in some fears about you. 
When 1 think of the danger ^ ou were in, 1 shudder in- 


♦ The post-master tt Fans. 



Xdmttfts or 


S4 

i^luntarity ^ with n trembling all over ; Iji 

abort, it mi^ea s^h an impression on my imagination, 
that 1 Gant)<i^ compose myself to sleep afterxxaids. 1 
hare iiaparted^wlKit you told me to mad. de la Fa 3 ^ettp 
nod to d’Hacquevdle j 1 thought as )rou do, and that la 
^aren^ flight potr be easy, or rather uneasy, as she 
had np ionger a subject for her very obliging and mo> 
dost eimjpctures: 1 cannot Imt laugh at your thinkings 
of h^r. But the post w4its for me, as if 1 were lady 
• g^erness of Maine; and 1 tpke a pleasure in mckkiog 
, him weit, to show my coi^quence* But 1 must say' a 
wprd about my little boy; ah I how pretty he is; ins 
targe eyes aie good aigaaof your having played your 
' husband fair; but Lbeg his xii;^ may not long remain 
hatween hope and fear* It a strange kind ol' uncer- 
that 1 Never bad a ^tle nose so much to fear 
and so much to hppe } ihei% are many noses, for him 
to make choice of; bat since he has got large e 3 'es, let 
him epdeavoor new jt«^ please you, or else be will only 
have your mouth, as it v small; but that is not enough. 
My cliild ! you doat on htm» but resign huu to Pro¬ 
vidence, that lie may be preserved to you. What is 
the reason 6f his being so very weak ? It was that surely 
that prevented bim^hpgi) heljping himself in the birth ; 
for 1 have beard |>eo|>lc who have^had children say, 
that thisAveakness in the cliild U the occasion the 
difficulty in the Vofy; careful of the dear 

Uule creatme; but at the same time resign him to 
vt^nce, if you hope to receive Inin fiom thence: this 
la a very Cluistnui and gi'aRdrNO//<cr/y r. petition; mad. 
Pernellc * would say the same. Adieu, my dear count* 
ess: my friend the postilion is out of all patience ^ 1 
inu^it not abuse his civilit 3 ': 1 shall receixc no more kt- 


* A nfltculuus dioracicr in the coined^ oi TarUifie. 
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t \'^ fiom vou Ini I 10 Pamr I shall bB chnimKt tt> 
«inbiacc ni\ poui littl'^ girl; you do not think of*hor 
now, ami iliticloir I au determined to lore h( rout of 
‘ pmt* ^emroiity. 


LhlTER Ci;X. 

10 irir SAME. 

p4ru, rndav, Dee. 18, 1G71> 

I \M thi'' moment armed, my dear child; and am at 
m\ ajDi’*- ^uiiouiultd, embraced, and questioned a 
thousind times, by all my fdindy and hers; hut I leave 
them all, lesohed lo pay my coniplimrnts to you as 
well as to othei per pie. M. de Conlanges is svait'ng to 
take me home with h.ni, Where he insists I shall lake up 
niv abode, because ont of Hif. de BotmeuH’s sons has 
the ‘•mall-pox; ‘.he very obligingly intended to keep it 
a seciet; but the mystery was diaCovered^ and they ear¬ 
ned my little one to M de Cottlanges. t oafttct her 
htie esery minute, and shall then return with hci ; but 
my aunt is resolved to wtttie&s our fimt interslew. It 
would ba\e been a sexatinus cireumttance foi me to 
have exposed the poor cjbirl4 ^nd to hiVe been banished 
niysc\f from the soettty of my fiiendls for a month oir 
SIX Wi^ekx, because mad. BotinedilN child has the small¬ 
pox. Suppose me hoW at IVl. de Couianges\ whofh I 
adoie, because lie is always talking to me of you: but 
can vou guess what happens between «s? Why 1 cry, 
md iny heait is so -tiangely oppressed, that I make a 
sign with my hand for him to be silent, and Silent he is, 
tie tells me, that w hen he saw you, you shut youi eyei^ 
and said, you were in my toom; yes, truly, you were 
suie you were at Pans, for there was M de Couiang^S. 
He acted this very droJly, and it gives me great 
10L II. c 
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sure to find you have still a little of the mad-cap about 
youfi 1 was frightened to death lest you should be aU 
ways the governor's lady. My God! what a deal of 
conversation shall I have with M. de Coulanges! 1 en¬ 
treat you to be careful of yourself, that is, be as much 
yourself as possible, and do not let me find you altered 
1 would have you likewise be attentive to your beauty : 
get fat; recruit yourself ; and remember all the good 
resolutions you have made: and if M. de Grignan has 
any regard for you, be will give you time to recover 
yourself, otherwise it is all over with you, 1 can tell 
you; you will be always as thin, as mad. de St. Hercm. 
1 am glad I thought of putting this in your head, no¬ 
thing can frighten you more than such a resemblance; 
take care then to avoid it. As for your little boy, the 
condition he was in does not reconcile me to choco¬ 
late : I am sure he has been burnt up; it is happy for 
him that he has got a little moisture since, and is re¬ 
covered : he h|is been snatched oat of the fire ^ 1 heart¬ 
ily rejoice with you at tha circumstance. 

' raoM tiONsiEvn nn covlanobs. 

I SHUT my eyes^ lOSd on openly them again 1 behold 
the lovely mother^ who is so mu^ your deligl\^ and 
mine; by this I know 1 am at Paris; 1 am going to 
entertain her with all your perfections. Bo you know 
tiiat 1 am more bewitched with you than over, and fear 
that I shall uke the chevalier de Bretenirs place ? 1 
know this would not please M. de Grignan, and it is the 
only thing that gives me concern in to great an under¬ 
taking. But serioosly speaking, fair countess, you are 
Nature’s master-piece, and thus I represent you when- 
evor 1 have ocoasioii to mention you. 1 was yester- 
it M. de la Kocbefoucault’s, where 1 met M. de 
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liOngueville; we tslked of nothing but Provence, and 
the bright planet thatahines them. Aiieo, my charming 
countess; I am looking at the man in the tapestiyv 
who IS opening his breast: believe if yon c<mld seu 
nine at this instant, you would see my heart as you see 
Ills, a heart which is wholly ypurs, and languishes for 
you; but do not tell this to M. de Grignan. Your 
■daughter is a little brown beauty; She is very pretty; 
here she is, kissing me, and prattling to me; but she 
never cries. I love her, that is certain; but not so well 
as 1 do you. There is no such thing as talking to your 
lovely mother about you; large round drops roll llreia 
her eyes. Good heavens! wllab^a mother! 


LmEitcw. 


TO Tan SAME. 

Paiii, fVadneidiy, See. 2S, I671. 

I WRITE to yon iomeiTtbait befofdhand,, because 1 
want to have a little chat you. Just as I had sent 
away my pac^^^* ^ arr^cd hem# Beis 

brought me the letter of yOurs «|%ich I supposed lost; 
you may guess wiib i|haii plaasumls'ecelv^ it: I could 
not jUtfwer it then, fiwiiiadame dn^ Payette, madime 
de ^t. Geran, and tna^me de Viltars, all came to wdl* 
come me to Bkra. Yojtt eeam to he urhll the astoiiM- 
ment that might be eapected ftom such a misibituno aa 
M. de Laoann's: yourteUncttons on that subject are 
very just and natural; evdTy person of understanding 
has made the same; but now it begins to be no more 
thought of. This is an excellent ootthtry for furgetting 
the unhappy. The state of despair in which he began 
hiH journey was such, that it was veeplved not to ^i^oit 
him for a moment. When those who were withr him 

c t 
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would have li^l hiiu in..a,,dangerous part of tue 

roaii^, where ap'|>rtlien»ive of the ^uacli being 

oversell he piiswer:,' Accidents of this kind arc 
not m^de. for me/* ITe declares himself innocent of 
any to the jii^n^y and says his only crime 

id having too po^eHTijili enemies. Tl\e king has said 
l^othjAg aWut the matp^r, a silence that shown su(h> 
cieiHly tl^ n.aiure 4 >f hLis ctime. lie imagined he was to 
hatre been left ut Pit i-re^Enctsej and accordingly, whi ti 
llO^^t'tp Lyons,..beganpaying his compliments 
to M. d*Artpijgiiiant,jbi^ whe^Jhe was informed they were 
carrying hiiu.to Figilerbt, he sighed, and said, I am 
lost/' He vvj8^^;groj|itfy^^ in all the, towns through 
which he passei^i certainly his di.sgrace is great. 

Tiie day after h6 left r^r^^,,tho king sent for M. de 
Ii/^arsiWac, and told ** il\e govern* 

men^of Derrt, wl^jpn L “ Sire,** 

replied Marsifloc, ** let n^iyesty, who is .so well 

acquaintedftjO rq|p pleased to re¬ 
flect, that ^ have the 

goodness to ptot yom^igpk-for 


:ju4 then judge,,wl^«rJP%^U 5 >^(i®!L, >he favour 

y»>{ w ’»« 

saia tho,kti>fci^^ tto,ai ^aBicT»i ?f ^h?,t . affair 

^ m on'-r>4,S^P 

aWSculty ou 'S 


to ait^ fg: » ^yp F#y»-”..rt»vVno 
l^e tp^ay,..^twt#t9'v4SpS®-o«‘- g^tetsl 
JtVnowli^lse#^”—i kipjfe, “ I .gave 

■ , ‘‘w.' _ jfSiSP'™ Y i’ i'll .1 ' 


retnr^ »t to yon " Any, me king, 

*• give it you a secoiujl time, aiiij sbidi now do your 
g^illant sentimentj^^H »ht honour tliey deserve/* Upon 
yf l^f >h he turned fo his ministers, and acquainted them 
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'iO 

With the scrupf^s 6f (ie I ad- 

mu c the dll^ence ineii; Latssun 

did not think it w^orth his wlttle tio muth ft’s ic» thafl|| mQ 
for the government of Berri, nol^ evettK^o take ihc least 
(an about it; and here is one who es][^eisd9 the most 
111 cly gratitude,” The whole^of this i$ strictly true; I 
had It itom M, de la Hoqbe^ttcftoH. 1 thought this 
fiKle detail would not be dispWimtig to you; if I was 
mistaken, ler me know, myoarhesch Tins poor man 
IS scry ill m the gout, maoh worse ^ati he was last 
jtar he talks leiy treqi!iexitly«^f fiivk ihid I believe 
lo\ t s } uii as if you were lihl dvm i^hfhf. Mens, de 
IVIaisiiiac has b^ to see me. Ilvm tii|||[y talks to me 
of uiy deaf child. I hive at courage^ and 

been talking these twelve with de Coulang^S: 

1 canuoi lLa\e the maul % trhl gAhtUfortotie ih^ 
hi ought me to leside with hltn. l^dtNIimtknoW Sih^lfhef 
30a have i'eaid thttt ih spealimg to the 

king about a po<»t for hiii sen, wrilidly bppor* 

tunitv of uihitg him, that loih* people^tiwtaken it id 
theii heads to tell his hicee ^jlhat hts h^d SOttie' 

designs upon 4ihr; that. If ^ vvidffSiJBeTiegged his mn# 
jeM-y would mhke nso ol of ^hot kind’ 

would he belter »» hie'lN||N|LthijlSb^ 
that ht did not : Ifte kntg bum ihtb 4 

laugh, and told end I are UAS 

old to think of atinOlil|i|reme(g lndi^t|l|[lk;een f* 
liken geoeuDua aOd gdwt i jdStWibe iHII 

fellow, and ^read the Isdlies, 

The mgcls are gieat^ eormd xt» jUtd 

iiave lesolved never to see he,^ fafir 

* Ix>uisa mt/dlMxh Rmutid, knotru^tOrvaeU bf the name of aud. 
u Gi AIK Cl, when fche tlkidieMClS'^^ of priiuis, 

ciueen of Sp^m* divirdr dfter coipi- 

tis ol Marci Ihej were ra^S SiSemevltk 
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party a little ashantel of tl|e6^ie he makes on the 
occaaioiii I wAhottt disguiae; for htiYnajestv ap¬ 
pears ap modi to advantage in ail he doesy that there is 
tto ocdainm for ipystefy. 

It is teported, tiiat there ^ere a great numbei of \ eu 
lieaatiihi thiifgs found in de Lauzun’s cahmets, pic¬ 
tures Without end; naked figures, one ithout a bead, 
and others with the eyies put out; this was the lady 
yoai wt^hfmu >*; locks ot hair, some large, sornesnnll, 
ttckfted to avoid confiistan, and a thousand prettv 
things of this kind; hut i would net an&wcr to the tniih 
of all this; you know what a loose la gt\en to mv tn >011 
on such ocekiions. 

I have seen hf. il4me, who has at length lost his 
dear wifis. "When be saw me, he began sighing and 
wdf^ing, and t could nel refrain from tears in\seU< 
lE^very hedy vwits the family, and 1 would have }ou 
Apke hiiiilhe oomphmeot of condolence; you ought 
to do il ihr remonbranoe of Ltfri, which you are 
stiU so fimd (01?* 

U H poeliMe, that my^bdters should hd ao enteitain* 
ing as jiow Bty they arpd' do not think ihtw so when 
lUiy cohM out of mykemtlt) I fimcy they get it m 
pasimg through yonik. l^^ie very lucky for you that 
you lio like ifaem ^ for yo« ero to loaded with them, 
thahyou wroold hd^h^rtily to Itm^^ttied, were it other- 
wife, M. de fo hnow which of 

ladles itfo k$9% ^iSg them; we reckon 

it a fovOifta^ for my style u so loose, 

Sw >t r«4jHll^ kjglill tbnik of natural understandlog 
wd «>ni, »«rU^ to M sUe to bear with it. 

lltt 'ntD Irik lime tiioBgh upon his hands now, 

o,!ll||9dias fo I jChsaQat ohms Isiuud lovcd.uk 
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as iiL* has iiu longer the hotel Ue Etclieiieu; ao wc pro* 
lit by iL You should think, to look, at tnadame de 
Souhise, that ahe will haxe double twins at least., The 
kins <!fts out the sixth of next month for ChalM; ha 
IS to make several other little touts, ai|d Mine reviews 
by the way: his journey will last about twelve days; 
but the oiTicersand troops will proeeed farther. 1 have 
a notion of another expedition being^n foot like that of 
tile rrancbe-Comte. You know the king is the hetoqf^ 
rctt^ seoim*. The poor courtiers |re quite broke; 
they have not a penny left. Brancai asked me yester¬ 
day, very seriously, to lend him money up(»ii a pledge; 
he gave me his word, that he would uevar mention it to 
any one, and had rather, he saii^^be concerned with 
me than with another. Troossa cf me to 

let him into the secret of Pomeoaii^ mofiKPd of getting 
a genteel livelihood : in short, they are all put to their 
shifto. Farewell, my dearest countess, tbWe it reason 
in every thing; this letter is swelled ibtt,a perfect vo« 
lume. 1 embrace the laborious Grignanya^neur Cor* 
beau, the presumptuous Adbemar* and the fortunate 
Louis-Provence, on whom the fMm and iWtrologeis 
have breathed good fortune. M con quetto ^ racooti- 
mando . and with this 1 take my leave. 


lE^PTBE CLXn. 

TO SAMS. 

The day after | received yimrs,"M. Id^tSamus came to 
pay me a v isit 1 spent tlnrUdie in inquinng of him 
\v hat his sentiments were with regard to the care, zeal, 
and assiduity, which M, de Grignan had shown in his 


V A UvoiigUtiff S l aa i d gd of wademouelU dc S(.tulcxf(i« 
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cnc)t'>^() II*. lo bung ibt 1 «i)gs alLui" >ii J^untiKC l<i ) 
s(icce**^iul issue. M. de tunu iu *.tt( rwHul*«, 

aiwJ g 6 \c me bisuoid^ that 1 1 should takf* cait to *itt it 
1^1 ns true'light, iiiapicpd place, bdoif ih( cl ly av - 
over, 1 could not have met with tv\o pci'■c. is u < u 
suiud to niy purpose; ilifj ate bass and tenor. In Uie 
evtujng J went to M. d’l s 4 i!, s^ho stiH keeps Jus looin, 
and v\c talked a good deal of 3roor ailaitii. W e h ut boMi 
beard tlie same neU'Si and that an oider was intended to 
be sent for dfssolvfpg the assunblv, and lo take aiunhc r 
oppoituiiity 4>t ^iOfVtng them what it was to be rc* 
fi actory* 

liidcW, Qiy dear, my heart is heavy, very Ik avv, m 
not bayt;^ you me. 1 should be much niou 

happy, if I IjgpQr any mie I loved as sv«)l as I do 
yoti^ for theittt shof^ hmte the means ol comfoitmg 
myself ill yoUt abeeuce; but k have not been aldo to 
ineeti with yOtir equal tn iiiy aHecttous as yot« nor in 
deed any thing ^at con»eb near you* A ihoubaiict un- 
lookttd'for things offer theinfielves to awaaen a mote 
than cotnidem remeuibrauts# of you, and for the time i 
tmt ObmpMMy aigutious to know wheie 

you propu^ going after yWht a^nibly is diksolved. 
'i'he simlil-fKiX rages ffk Jikts smd Arl«8> Gngnan veiy 
cold, Salon very lonely ^ pray then, come and t.\Jve 
an apartment wnth me; indec^d you shall be very wel¬ 
come Adieu; yasu shall^gct rid of me fin the picbcnt; 
thiifididilftot be thlume the sedo^d. 1 have no more 
news* in toy ^udgi^if y<fo Jhavo any questions lo 
ask me, X Wtlt'^eiW||Bur t«f answer ihein. I wa'> 
kst at am goin|r*ftow to hear 

Seur^be: M # slid^itebafimi to be veiy personal, 
anftihat fftet»thcr day he made three pointed a!lii*.ions 
lettrement of Treville^j; he omitted his lunie 

dvuc orttn aheaed die pnlplt iatliis oay Hr uis told th it 





n 

indeed, but every one ktio^ v\hoi|i laennt) they say* 
Imwever, he outdoes every tbwig, aml'-tlMi no orte evet 
^ pleached befoje. A thousand compYimetits to all the 
^Grignans. , 


LETTEE CLXni. 

Tto tna SAME. ' 

Pans, Clurienn’t tUjr, «t 11 at night, 1$71* 

1 iiAvr wiitteii to yon t\m monsiiig alieady; but | 
h n e just received from M. d'fJsda the letter you sent 
by Kipei t. You give a very good accouist of affhirs in 
Provence* 1 wisb to God the kittg^may be fomented 
with what the Provencals hiMe agreed taHe; your de* 

* ^rnplnm of their heads^ and%hia.lMli|i(te^ ilHvhioh it ii 
Tiecessar} to treat tliem^ U admirable;, andl the Qosdng* 
to of the good bishop, is qhlte milarai* have had 
madame Seatron herett)»«t|ppec^ihe thi|d uC the 
vast number of hettars that j]|lftdnme dtrili^liett ^ 
leoeived, not one comes hp^ir>b de Qrlgliaii^i; 
says^ she kept it a long tin^ tii hef)|iMdM 4 nd showed 
it to iieveral people ; that mlhiii|^ S|ai:^ QM, better ITldiCr 
ten, nor could any odk expnd^ ehi^tly, 

nobly, and afibcttoiptely, Uifm with regard to 

the late ma^me 4e A o ^vrord, dlo 

.1 

Boilfvu W btreditieerf bh hft?e|dklU**T<3llilsb If 

he satinaes me, I wift aSnaanEtEKhNlt^ Hp sdwMi bfofteid dop 
OB account of to'lllMttdh, vhlm Im*S l.lltf 0^Boar* 

M. delWvtOe me « man of sprfiM &hit!«r, 4 ^ 
'iM f fiw the death of Mfldmw swUeidf finh Ao 

‘t of retirement and devooon. dmtt accQMl^ si dib 
be found rl^whcrr. ^ 

* Mmhmc do IUdielieitVttW*«l«d msdkmV'Wl fS W|l% 

ef the UcUcs of hoaont 10 ^qpwa» 

c5 
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seOtted cbatmOdjfir^ ii$ 1 vMitd 1 would acquaint fan 
with thii* i letter to d^Hac- 

quetille and M.'lfr^Gai&Ofl. 1 think of nothing but Pro- 
rence, and begin to look upon myself now in your 
neighbourhood. 1 expected your brother: they send 
him part of the way^on account of the length of the 
journey. 1 been to sermon; my heart was^not af- 
fected,. Wt that i^as perhaps my fault. Adieu, nff 
dearest child. 


CIXIV, 




Tftn SAMB. 


'<(V 


"' We&««lay, m'SO, 1671. 




si^ of ^dbpdsition I have to hate 

•?»- 

gp/ii, (* he 

of pai^^jthe'.roii^nder of his days 
were' to' be the "dOse/you 
prolixin writ^^ 
^ otktirs. I l»te 
" - ^y^fbeidik lam not 



enough; 
^^t^ypu be* 
the tenth 
are ^rprilMsd that you are 
wpold hof^taken a little 

•'wSft''’' ,v Ji'-,' ' ; 

awOil^atoihed to recruit and 
grow fat. Where did you get this whim of miinicking 

'’'*I''am afihays' strivli^ to reform 
lou. by setting examples eyes: this wav 



« MAD4MC OK SEVIGNL. 

of going on has not affected hfr, but it will aflect you, 
behove me: in short, you cannot oifend or vex me mere 
highly, than in spoiling your pretty face; you know 
how Coiid I am of it; ought you not then to take some 
care of it ior my sake ? 

You are much in the right to say, that Provence is 
my fixed tcsidence since it is become yours. Parit 
quite stifles me: 1 long to be on the road to Grignan. 
iut, n»y dc ii child, how lonely you wiU be, if you re¬ 
turn to your castle’ Why, you will be like Psytb^ 
upon the mountains. I can have no content where yon 
aie not: this is a truth, the force of which I experience 
more and more every hour. You seem wanting to me 
every where, and whatever t'ecalla you to my remem¬ 
brance gooo^to my heart. 'J^bi journey is as yet 
uncertain; but the troops ibtl continue their mardh* 
Poor La Tronsse is going, aifd ia jdready upon 

his way: they are to go to Cologne. ^ Tbiy are quite 
wild about this expedition. FaveVvell, my angel ; I ant 
perfectly well at M. dt Cotilanges’s, and ihall take care 
to keep as far fiom the air of the small-pox as possible* 
i have no great relish for retoriMiig to that immenso 
rambling house, where, instead ^of you, ^ shall meet 
only with mad. de Bonneuil. C^ulangea is my dear 
delight: we are for ever tldkiiig; of you. 1 shall gifw 
M. de h Bochefoucaultryovjr letter i 1 aip penoaded h» 
will like it much. JL hqW:,4he your letter 

when it is, 

Your others m e%R|i^4e^ to mill 

the rest. 
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irrrER clxv. 

XO rilT SAMI. 

Tl« 6nt dny «f thi* New Yw i£» - 
I WAS last night at M. d’Ug^z's, We came to a resolu¬ 
tion to send you a couner. lie jfironii‘'ed to let me 
loiow the success of his audience witii M. 1e 1 1 Hum . and 
whether he would bare me bring madame de ( oulango^’^ 
thither with me ; but as it is now past ten at night, and 
1 have not yet heard any thing from him, I shall wuii 
to you by inyialf« M. d^Us^n Will take hkre to inloim 
you of w4iat ho has done* There should be some en¬ 
deavours usdd to snIbMik ^9^ rlgout of the diners, by li 
presenting# it wodlil|he entirely deprisint:; M. de 
0rignan of thopower)oflo9thltjS^his nir^esty# if he should 
by this inc|E|» be disagreeable to the province; 

and if, after ai|« it sha^be necessary to ^end the ordOfS, 
it IS the opinion of (he people bcie, that it would 

bo prudent to suspend the ese^ution of them till an fldfi* 
swer can be had fro4|9ri1^ to w horn M. de Gri^iCn 

has wriiicn as ftom a person on the sp<ft, who i« con¬ 
vinced that It WiQiiihl ^bfr best $>r hts service to grSdl a 
pl^fdon for this iipie d|,^eaiC ytau knew bow sum* 
p^spie h^e 4(. the little fe|jhrd he 

ehgwrs Ip hut hi exact so 

an JSM It is to 

pl^c e^er^ bhvodNNm still worse if 

hi^^SIld dona <^131111^111 who 'dttd such charms 

post, dp not bf|w the dHbcdlttes that attend it. 

Ik Nohen off; but the 

t 

*x|j||J||adM)ie de Ccndc^gfes was lucce ttts #»§ ot HI. le Telher, Hi 
Hpigk of state, and afierrardi chUMtlbc td Ijcaace, 
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iloops contiiiup lUeir niAlch to A-Jtt? bi there 

by this intit , Li fiotUic ib going; and boib ot them 
iuliei (t loyally fhm leoidy money* The archbishop 
heiins ^ IS tierc, \\ho first bemU >gu Ins good wishes 
nil then acquaiutH that M d*nsez has not been 
able to bet ins lathei to«djy : he osstifcb nio aUd, that 
the Ling is tiiy well pkasid vMth youi husband ; th\t 
he accepts ol the pi^eni thi province has him , 
bub his okKis iiate not bten punctually obstived^ 
he has si nt lettie* de lachct to banish the consula, 1 can 
say no more to you by letti i. All that lemams now iv 
to b( cntnclv devoted to iqs majesty’s seiVicO) bUb at 
lIu tame time, to ciido it our to tranagc 4' httla the nnuds 
ol the Pioten^ds, which will be ibuud th<i best nuaiis 
ui having-tbe kmlf ptinctuaUy oberjiied in ihai; country 
M de la Hocheloucault f^lids yo^ woid» aitd I join 
With hun, that ti y ou ww^iQl plcsec^iwith the tetter yen 
wrote hintjf is for wont of knowing : I Unnk he 
IS i^uite m the right, tor it W^foll Jife and spjini 
\ou have an answer to it enclosed. my deiii 

countess, I think ot yon and day* I’uiinah me 
wuh some opportunity you: it wdl be a 

pleasing employment for my dUbctfoi^ 

mtER oexVi. 

V y 

Yctekdav the hin|( ghte eu^l^icir the amtwwjliler 
from Holland, at lebidi be woi^baTe the prince taut- 
bhal Tuiennoji t|N» ^ mam^l^Cfe- 

qui present, that they inr|^t bear all tiat pasaea* Xbe 

s 

* thntW-lllaaricc )e Telliert 
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ambass&dol presented his letter to the king, which was 
not lead* though the ambassador proposed it; as the 
king said he already knew the contents, having a copy 
of It in hib pocket The ambassador expatiated largely 
on the justifications mentioned in the letter, and on the 
strict manner in which the States had examined tlieir 


conduct to discover in what they could possibly have 
given ofience to his majesty; that they were not con¬ 
scious of ever ha\ mg been wanting in the respect that 
was due to him; and yet, to their great surpi ise, they 
had heard that the extensive preparations his majesty was 
making weie destined against them*; that they wire 
ready to satisfy his majesty in every thing he should be 
pleased to require from them, and humbly implored him 
to remefiyhoE the good-will his royal predecessors had 
ever diowa them, to whom they owed their present 
flourishing condition. The king* with inimitable grace 
and dignity* tkeplied* that he was not note to karn the 
endeavours tht^t h^d htkik used to ^tir up his enemies 
against him; thgt he thought it but prudent to prevent 
a surprise* and that he l^nd it necessary foi his own 
deteuMi to make himeelf thu^ lespectable by sea and 
land; that after giving a lew more necessary oiders, he 


should, lit the beginp^nj; ep|jwig» take such steps as 
httitit^tjud|e most ad^antkgeeits f6i his own 
and tbh of hk kk^om ; apd then gavq tlmwa- 
bassador to underftand* bpvu. |(ii(|tion of his head, that 
^^ould have no'i^ty^ 'rhMepes cuerespended ex- 
ap^ with the aml^s^r*s ijljeeeh* except that it con- 


pllj^ed with assuring ^li xuaje^y* that they (the States) 


* tTie wo die UsIlM P r o ninas , fat fvhich Lthis XIV. had 
£ngkS(d SWI aevWal Oeniten prine^ wu on the point 
of bmMug <mt. tlie JGhigtiah kgan it In Mar(!h by attacking 
iho^Dut^ fleet, aikd, mHfaekoldtiejr* uwiSirar fint* end declared it 
^ifierMUKk 
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B ould do whaterer he should be jileasEd ta order thein« 
provided it did not oblige them to break with their 
allies. 

' The.same day M. de la Feuillade wa| received at the 
head of the regiment of guards and had* the customary 
oaths administered to him by Bmarshal of France. The 
king, who was present^ spoke himself to the regiment* 
and told them that he had given them M. de Feuillade 
fut their mesire de cump; and then, with his own hand* 
presented him with the pike*, which is commonly doAe 
bv a commissioner appointed by the king; but l^is pMifii 
jcsty was resolved that no maik of distinction or favour 
should be wanting on the occasion. 

You know I..ingie«; he as insolent and impertm^t 
as possible: he was at play the other day with the 
count de Gramont, who, upofi his taking too great libtiT* 
ties, said, ** M. de Lai^eo, |(eap tbeie famUiarities till 
you piay with the king/' 

Maishal JBellefond to requesiled leave pf the king to 
dispose of bis post f. No one wtU do it^sei'well as he* 
Every body believes* and lB8||ectaUy» that it is m psy 
bis debts, and retire Irom ihb world* to ^uuk of hii sal« 
vation* •. 

The procttKftfeor^geBe<^ ^ tiMsnpurt of {ii made 
first?toiudcnC there: this is a^eat advancement ibr 
him* 00 not ihii to write to bhn on ihe octoio% one 
or ^her of you; and whichever it is, lot the other add 
a Ime or to in the letter. ISifi, president l6oolai,is 
restored to bis post §. TluB is What' may be called 
news. I- 

* It was s custom then to nedw thftpike oq Mchpccsitm 

f Ok cluef owMer ot the Uouidipld to the king. ^ 

2 Nuolat le Camus. 

I Of fast presideni of ths duahw ftcSeMMs. 
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11. ITEH CLWn. 

lO Illf SAME. 

Fikfk, W((tnc 8 d«]r»JamnrT >, I672 

So then* my ileai cliild, you wish me not to weep at 
soeing you sepaiatcd so many miio't from me' but \ou 
caonot pr^tciit this disposition of Providence fiom btnig 
very hard and painful to me; it will he a long time be- 
for# 1 Khali he able to nnu&tom myself to it; but I will 
stop 9hoft, and not involve you in a long tram of ^tntl• 
mrntsj which this would natumlfy lead me into. I wiii 
nor unt you a bad examploj nor nagger yrmi fortitude 
with u narrative of WUiJmesa: preserve } onr reasr n 
iniUt full feicc^ enjoy greatness of soul 30 U aie 
po^iepscd of; while I, on side^ ^hal) 9$ak consolation 
and as^taiicotfvomlhhtetlemeits and a£&citioi\ of mine* 
I vnjn yosterdr^y at! Stl s the ii|ueen made the 

and ItikHMle tny court, as usual, at 
yottveli^ira.' afiair of yourlytng«*m 

over % anil tneli taHcedfahe^f^y journey HtPeovence, not 
foigutdfig ^ late one to w^any; andhew iutdty mad. 
da C^ulnei had hee& Itt Hie' there. I should 

tiate |old yen, that that lady Weift to fSt. Geroudtt itith 
me. As m Monsieur, he drew me aside to a wMoww 
tU talk Uf me about you, afid ordered me vety seriouily 
to attake his cOhipliiiHtHts to you, and let yiih'kiiew how 
glad he was to hear of yeah being safely bi ought to 
bed; he ao many obKgifig things on the subject, 
and^^ 10 peculiar a manner, that it must havr been my 
own liujit, Ift d^ xiot rntdereiand, that he was desuous 
ef atth^ng bimseif to^your service; for- they ‘^aj he 
is grown weary of aturshif^shlg 1 found AJa- 

liaiiie ttMich better than I mectid. 1 could not ^te M. 
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**r‘ I, hr was dosuLed wiUi Molweilfncur* 1 

should fiever ha\e cluiit. rt|KattDgali cnni(>h(fi(Hi4fl 
that v>ere ruadp both lo you aiu! me; but theyuTi* aU 
4ost Hi llie :m. I was o.nte h.ipf^y fo qK bofnc* Btit 
whom do you ihiitlw I fw jiid tlitre ? 'Hiuprudidctus Keau* 
and (jrahfli i, diul wliotu abould they be taikingf of 
but; ttiiHlame ! 

* \our little ^'mI Is comh)ji£ h< 11 : \on «ay obc MMves 
to put me soiiulimes m miml ot nod j I ktmw wliut on* 
iv 11 \ oil exjwct, that there is no occasion tor (hfktr^ I 
am croiiig out in the coach. *' Whither?*' say ;jro|ii: to 
matiame de \ aiavotie's. ** What to do there To tti^k 
ot Pioveuce, ** Observe tiiat good woman/’ IsKtd 
laiiges the othci day, '* she M tor airr in cutaftMy 
hn dairghtei.'’ •» 

I have recciuvl yours of the 110th of last mnmli In- 
died^ tin deai^ }ou displvaat me giealiy in lalLm^ 
voui chirmihg liifttors m the libMtaer you do. What 
\demure can you take in ftndnig faedt w'nh your 
nerand style, uiut^compai ii.g yoai^il toMiV pribdiffil 
d'Harcottft ? 1 cannot coneeiv* tivb^re ydtt /khe 

and injuiious hunnliiy: it i» wounding boOrh^of- 
ivndmg justice, and doing injury to liulh. What de* 
pravtty of niannera f I'or betivi^^^ ^ake ieavo oil this 
]>ractt(e, and see things as t)iey mlly are: will 

then bav» nothing to do but to guard against vaitity» ad 
aiiair (hat may be setileil betw*aan your confessor tUld yovu 
1 am distract^ at the thou|^ of j^our bohig sd 
What is becoi^e id£ the timo tMion yon woold W am 
the head of a snifie, or the of a iark^ dav/lcif 
icar of growing too fat? ff ybu btufuid bd itrith wild 
a!;din, be assuied it is all ov^ with 
lost beyond hope. ^ ^ 

We ere talking of ycslcrtjUy a* infitl 

when mad.ScaiTOsi reniindctfus t|uh how jgptb 



vviL and spirit you suppoilrd a ijad chum- once in tliv 
sahie pl.ice, and on the very carpt t v\ e w ere then siltiiij; 
upon. There were mad. de la l ayelte, mad. Scarron *, 
SegraiH, Caderoiisse, the abbe'1 etu, Ciuilleragncs, and 
Urancas. You and your nu nl aie never I'orgniten ; 
your Crk'iids preserve the mu^l ii\cly renienibraiice ol' 
botl); but, when 1 come to reHect wliere yuu are, 
though I know you aie a little i|uecn, ) ei liow can 1 
forbear sighing r We sigh too at the life \^e lead Jit St. 
(jermain and here; so that \\v are foi eu-r sigiiing. 
Yon know, 1 suppo.ee, that Luuzun, as iu was going into 
the place of his coidiiieineiit, repeated, Jn sacula mcu- 
lonnn: 1 fancy thcie are some here that would gladly 
answer, Jnien ; and others again be as ready to cry out» 
No. Indeed, when he was jealous of your neighbour ff 
he used her very ill; and how did he serve many 
others r 

Your little girl is very pretty: the sound of her 
voice goes to my very heart: she has a thousand little 
engaging ways, which amuse me, and make me love 
her; but 1 never can conceive it possible for her to 
equal you in my affiictions. 

LETTER CLXVin. 

•j 

TO THE S\MC. 

Paris, W(‘dnc&(.1^y, Jan. 13, 167'2. 

For Heaven’s sake, my dear child, what do you meanr 
What pleasure can you take in thus abusing your per* 
son and understanding, vilifying your conduct, aii<l 
saying, that one must have great good-nature to think 
of you sometimes ? Though 1 am certain you cannot 

• t^riiS-a <l*Aut>icnd, afternards tnarchionen dc Maintenoti. 

See Letter 160. 
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tu'licve all you &ay, yet it hurts me to hear it; you 
really iiiaivc me angry with yoti; and though, perhaps, 
I ought not to answer seriously things that are only said 
■n jest, yet I cannot help scoldtng you before 1 go any 
^ art he r. You arc fxccilentagain, when you say you are 
^afraid of wits. Alas ! if you knew how insigiiitieant they 
are when you are by, and bow encumbered they arc with 
flieir own dear persons, you would not value them at 
•ill. Do you lenieuiber how you used to be deceived in 
tlu'm somr limes? Do not let distance magnify objects 
too much ; but it is one of its coiniiioii eOccU. 

Wo sup cvtM*y evening at niadamc8carron*s; she has 
a most engaging wit, and an understanding surprisingly 
just and clear. It is a pleasure to hear her sometimes 
reason upon the horrid confusion and distractions of a 
country with which she is very well act|uainted. The 
vexations that Heudicourt undergoes in a place that ap¬ 
pears so dazzling and glorious; the continual rage of 
Lauzuii; the gloomy chagrin and cares of the court 
ladies, from which the most envied are not always ex¬ 
empt ; are things which she describes in the most agree¬ 
able and entertaining manner. Such conversations as 
these lead us insensibly from one moral reflection to 
another, sometimes of a religious, sometimes of a poli¬ 
tical kind. You are frequently one of our subjects: she 
admires your wit and manners; and, whenever you re¬ 
turn hither, you are sure of being highly in favour. 

But let me give you an instance of the king's good¬ 
ness and generosity, to show you what a pleasure it is 
to serve so amiable a master: He sent formarshal'Belle- 
foiid into his closet the other day, and thus accosted 
him : ** I^lonsieur le mar^cbal, I insist upon knowing 
your reasons for quitting my service. Is it ihruagji 
principle of devotion ? Is it from an Inclination 
Or is it on account of your debts? If it be the lal^* 
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1 mysclF will take charge of thenif unJ inform myself 
of the state of your afthii The marshal was sensibly 

alfected with ihi'i goodnew : Sire/* said he, it is 
debtR; I am om rwhelna •! uiih tlieiii, and cannot bear 
to see some ol niy Iliend'*. who asHi^U-d nu* with their 
fortunes, likely to snOer on my account, without hav¬ 
ing it in iny power to satisfy them/’ “ Well then,” said 
the king, “ they shall have securiw for what is owing 
to lliern : I now gi\c yon a hundred thousand francs on 
your ho^l^e at Versailles, and a grant of four bundled 
thousand more, os a security in case of your death. 
The hundred thoosniul francs will enable you to pay 
off the arrears, and so now you remain in my service.” 
'rhat licart must be insensjble indeed, that could refuse 
the most implicit obedience to such a master, who fil¬ 
ters with so much goodnesR avfd-condescension into the 
interest of his servants. Accordingly the niurshal made 
no farther resistance: he is now reinstated in liis place, 
and loaded with favount. This U all strictly true. 

Not a night passes at St. Germaines without balls, 
plays^ or masquerades. The king shows an assiduity 
to divert this Madame, that he never did for the other. 
Bacine has brought out a new piece called Bajazet, 
which they say carries^etery thing before it: indeed it 
does not go in empertmdb, as the others did. Monsieur 
de Tallmd says, that jt as much exceeds the best piece 
of Corneine’s, as Corneille's does one of Boyer’s; this 
is what you may call praising by the lump: there 
like telling truth: however, our eyes and ears 

tvill iaform ui'more fullv; ibr 


^ Du bcttit dc Dajasit nion amc impoituuuv 

•bliges me to go immediacy to the play; 


* 

we shall see 


* A line in Despresox. 
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I have been at Livri: ah, my dear child, how well 
ilij 1 keep niy word with you, and liow many tendf^r 
of you filled my breasi! It was delightful 
weather, though very cold; but the sun shone finely, 
^\rid ev<-Ty tree was hung with pearls ancf crystals, that 
iVmed a pleasing diversity of colours. 1 walked a great 
deal; the next day 1 dined at Pompunne: it would not 
Ue an easy matter to recount all that passed during a stay 
of five hours: however, I was not at all tired with my 
visit. Monsieur dc Pomponne will be here in three or 
four days: I should be very much vexed, if 1 was 
obliged to apply to him about your Provence affairs; 

1 am persuaded ho will not hear inc.*^ you see I give 
myself airs of knowledge, liut really nothing comes 
up to M. d'L's^z; 1 never saw a man of better iiiider- 
staiiding, nor one more capable of giving sound advice:. 
I wait to see iiim, that I may inform you of wliat he has 
done at St. Germain. 

You desire me to write you long letters ; 1 think you 
have now sufficient reason to be contented: I'fuii some¬ 
times frightened at the length of them myself; and 
were it not for your agreeable flattery, i sliould never 
think of venturing them out of my hands. Madame de 
Brissac is excelleti^iy provided for the winter, in M. de 
Lohgucville and the cpunfde ; but nothing » 

meant but what is fair apd honourable, only she takes 
a pleasure in being adored. La lUarans is never seen 
now, either at inadamedela Fayette's or at M. de ilf 
Rochefoucault's: we cannot find out what she is ckiing^ 
we are apt to judge a little rashly now and then: she 
took it into her head till.'* summer, that she should he 
ravished, as if she wished it; butl am of opinion, that 
she is in no great danger. ‘Goorf Heavens, what a mad 
t'reatiirc it i», ami how long have 1 looked on her lli 
the ;,ame light, as you do now ! But now let me telJ 
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you, my dear, it is nr)t my fault that I do not see ma- 
dame de la Valaroire ] am sure there is no occasion 
to bid me go and sec her, it is enough that she has seen 
you, for me to run after lier; but then she is running 
after somebody else: for 1 might for ever desii‘e her tt^ 
Kait at home for me; I cannot get her to do me 
favour. Your jest applies admirably to M. le Grand, 
and a very good one it is. Poor Ch&tillon is every day 
teasing us with the most wretched ones imaginable. 

LETTER CLXDC. 

TO THE •SAME. 

Paiii, Friday evening, Jan. is, 167‘2. 

I WROTE to you this mornings any dear child, by the cou¬ 
rier, who brings you the most pleasing and agreeable 
tidings about your Provence affairs; but i shalkwrite 
to you again to-night, that it may not be said that the 
post came in without letters from me. 1 do really be¬ 
lieve that you love me; you tell me so at least, and 
what end can you have in deceiving yourself and me 
too ? And if you do not love me, you would be greatly 
to be pitied in being thbaoverwhelmed with such a num¬ 
ber of my letters: yours constitute the happiness of my 
life. I i^ail say nothing to you about the fine soul; it 
was Lan^ade who made use of the expression, by way 
of joke; but in earnest, you have a fine soul: it is 
not perhaps one of those first-rate souls, like that of 
Wh<u*s his name f, the Roman, who, rather than forfeit 

* A lady of quality in Pkevence, wlio wu just then come to Paris. 

Monsieur dc Sauveboeu^ living an acoonnt one day tu the king's 
biOlber of a negotiation in which he had been emplo}'cd at the court 

a |h said to him, Whafs his name, JVhafs his name, the hiog ol 
^said to me, lec. 
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liis wonl, ri»turned back to the Carthaginians, tiiough 
he was well assured they would instantly put him to 
death j but next to him 1 think you may challenge a 
place with the foremost. 

/ We 'have been to see the new piece of Racine’s, 
'.ftd thought it admirable. My dau^^hter•inflow^ is in 
" my opinion the best performer I ever saw: she is in- 
4initely before Desceillets; as for me, though I am 
thought to have some portion of talent for the stage, 1 
am not fit to snufi'the candies when she appears. She 
is ugly, when you come near her; I do not therefore 
wonder my son’s passion was damped by iier presence; 
but when she speaks verse, she is really adorable. Ba- 
jazet is altogether a fine performance ; Uie distress rises 
towards the end, and the passions are very strong, and 
not of so extravagant a kind as in Berenice; yet I can¬ 
not think it surpasses his Andromache. As for the de¬ 
lightful plays of Corneille, they as much surpass this 
piece as your idea surpassed Make the ap¬ 

plication, and remember that instance of folly | but be 
assured, that nothing will ever equal (1 do not say sur¬ 
pass, but equal) the enchanting passages we meet with 
in Corneille. He read us the other day, at M. de la 
RochefoucauU’s, a piece of his, which showed what he 
once l^ad been: I wish you had been with me that af¬ 
ternoon ; I am sure you would not have thought your 
time ill spent: you would have dropped a tear or two, 
for 1 myself shed twenty; besides, you would have 
greatly admired your sisler-in-’law: you would have had 
the angelg before your eyes, and La Bourdeaux dressed 
out like a little miss. The duke was behind the scenes, 

* Meaning JU C'liainpin£l<Sc, the actress, with whom her son, tii« 
ySarquis de S^vigii^, had heen in love. It is said, that .>hp posbesMdno 
share of any natural genius, liut tlvat Racine, who was likewise io tore 
with her, h ^d taught her to pionouncc verse inwhaa n ally. 
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and Pomcnai ^ above Wiili tlie foottiun, wiai-; ..(• .n .* 
closiki lor Ctar of die count de Crcancc, who in rtsoUfii 
to liiive him whether he will or not. '1 he 

btmnx w'eie all upen die singe; the marquis dc V:il< rr» 
was in a nias(iiterade-dresi ; the count <ie fiuirhe hinceik 
up like his own .spirit; and all the re.-t looktd like 
many baiiditii. I have met the count twice ni M. de lu' 
Kochefoiicnnit’.s^ and ubvny.s thought he ha<i a great dea^ 
of wit: he appeared then, indeed, less on the reserve 
than he usually does. Our abbe here ^ends you word, 
tliat he lias received the plan of Grignan, which he 
likes exlrcniely, and takes a walk in it and lien 
by way of antiripation: he w'ishe.s he had asiile-\iew 
of the house; for my part, I .shall cnntciii myself till 
I am altogether in posbCbsion pf it, by being there. 1 
have ^housand complimeiita for you from every one 
who fmS heard of the obliging manner in which thb 
king sj!oke«f M. de G^rlgnan; madame de Vernueil 
was the first who came tome, she has been lil^e to die. 
Farewefh my child; what sh&ll I ■ ay of ray love for 
you, and |h^vinterest‘l feel in ah that concern.^ you? 

I embrace the admirahdt Grignaii, tiu- prudent coadju* 
tor, and the presutnptmus Adheinpr: was it not thus 
1 .styled ilieni the other Bay } 


11-TTER CLXX. 

TO TIIK SAMF. 

Paris, ^^'l iliiovilav, J.in. QO, l^C^. 

1 SEND YOU INI. de la Rochefoucauirs Maxims, revisfd 
atiil corricted, with additions; it i.s a pre.sent to you from 
himself, yotne of them I can make shift to mie.'ss the 

V 

mHihiDg of; but there are others that, to my shame be^ 
it spoken, 1 cannot understand at all. God knows how 
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it will l>c yon. TIji’ic .1 tli^pufc' betwOiNI lli^ 

aichbisho|> of P.tiiN aiul the au‘hl>i.sh'*j) t>f Kheints about 
a point f)f cerrmony r*ari.s will liavr nheinis ask leave 
of liini, a-s his snprriar, to (Sflicrati*, \\Jiieli Uheiniswiil 
not conM iif io. It is said, lliat these tuo riylit tcvc- 
rrn<J.-» ill m-vi r agi. f till iht v aielhiity i)r forty leagues 
asunrlLT , if that tin* case, tiny arc both of ihetn 
liki'ly locoiiliiuM- as they are. The cen nioiiy it lekiles 
to i.> the eaiioMisatioii of OIK llorgia a «Tesuil. 'i'heuliolu 
ojiera haiul !-> to esi rt itself 00 the otea.'-ion j the fcli'it'ts 
\^ill he illuiiiiiiatecl even to the Rue St. Antoine; the 
people are all in.ul about it: oUl iVleiinsille, hovvtvei, 
has (lied wit hunt haxiny; setii it. 

1 ) i not dteei\e youiself, my child, by entertaining 
fuo good an opinion of niy l('lter>. Tlie other day an 
iinperiinent fellow, seeing the moiislious length of a 
letter I was writing to you, a.sKed me vei\ seilously, if 
I ihougiit any body eiiold possibly read ii all: I treni- 
hied at the thought of it, hut without any ii^ieiitioii of 
amendment; for ih ■ correspondence I have with \ou 
|^ mv ( xi.steiicc, the sole pleasure of riy life ; and ever}' 
uther con’ider.itiun is hut mean, when put m competi- 
non with it. I am uneasy about }oiir brollnH': pool 
tVllr The weather is very toid nt iie.s in <*ainp, 
and i% still (m the murcli to CoUtime, foi the Lend knows 
how long! I v^as in Impes ol‘ >eeing him il;i-> winter, 
and MM', wheie he is now! Ail* 1 all, I tind httie ma* 
demoiselle Adhemar must he the coml !l i»f my old 
age: I wi-^h you rould but see how fuid ^lie i-* of nic; 
how she cries after me, and lumgs ahoul me. feh,- j,, 
not a heautv, but she is veiy pka^ing, ha.s a d* hght- 
fu) voice, and a .skin as cieai and white .... In short, 
i doat on her. Yon, it .stems, doat on your boy; 
very glad of it; we cannot lot\e too m.uiy things to 
amuse u^; real or imaginary, it dues ird .s'eu.if'v,, 
voi.. II. , ; 
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To-morrow theiv !:> to he a Ijall at !VTadamt ’s. I saw 
a heap of jewe's loss aljout »• Maili n)oi>el!e\ wliicii 
put nic in niind of past troubles. aiul y( t would to 
Heaven we weie at tite aainv woik aj^aiii! For iiow can 
I be unhappy while y»u arc with me' Alas! my 
whole life is one coniuuied scene, of sorrow and dis¬ 
appointment. Dear monsieur Nicole! have piiy on 
niej and teach me to bear, with palimce, the dispen¬ 
sations of Providence. Farewell, rnv dearest child, I 
dare not say I adore you; but I cannot conceive any 
degree of love superior to mine : tlic kind uikI pleasing 
assurances you give me of yours, at once lighten and 
increase my sorrows. 


LETTER CLXXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Ptiris, Friday, Jan. 22, at lo at night. 

I HAVE but just been able, luy cbdd, to leave made¬ 
moiselle Adhemar’s bed-side to write to you. If you 
would not be jealous, 1 know not what I could not say 
to you of this sweet child : it is the most amiable little 
creature that ever was seen ; she is so lively, so ^risk, 
and has such a number of little engaging ways, that 
no one^can help being quite delighted with her. 1 iiave 
been at Mademoiselle’s to-day, who sent for im to come 
to luM’i Moiisiieur came in while I was there, and im¬ 
mediately began talking of you: he said, there was no¬ 
body capable of filling your place at the ball, and very 
obligingly added, that, nevertheless, your absence ought 
tttjllK'no hiiiderancc to my going thither: this is just the 
. thing 1 wanted. 'I'heiT a good deal of talk about 
^heWHr; it s6ei»is a detci mined thing. We arc in ex- 
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pc'ctatioii Dt’tlu* ((U'-nn oi’ Sjiajn’s * iUH\xcr; hut lot lu i 
‘!ay ^’lhat.sh^^ will, it is resolvod, I I'md, iliiit \vc must 
roiiie to blows:' if she declares for us, wc fall upon the 
Itutch*; if she takes the other side, then wc shall seize 
on Flanders; and when once the uproar is begun, it 
will n(»t be easily quieted. All this while our troops are 
^ipon their iiiarrli towards Cologne. They say INI. He 
J .uxeinbourg is to open the scene. There arc some 
I'OTnniotions in Crrmany. 

I have had a good deal of conversation with M. 
d’Cse/.: our ahbe mentioned to him in a very pretty 
nay, what he intended for the ahbe Grignan; this af¬ 
fair, however, must he kept secret; it all"depends on M 
d^Usez, lor it is through him only that we ran obtain 
the (iroper retjuisites from his majesty. I was told at 
my first coming in, that the chevalier dc (nigiian f ha« 
the small-pov at M. d’kl.-se/Zs house : this will be an un¬ 
lucky accident for him, a great ve.xation to all who are 
his friends, and the occa.sion of infinite trouble to M. 
d’Usez, as it will entirely hinder him from lu-ting in the 
present emergency. This is all of a piece with my 
usual ill fortune. You'are continually prai-xing me for 
iny letters, and y<*t 1 dare not commend yours, lest it 
shoujjd look like giving praise for praise; how over, I 
must not lay myself so fiir under restraint as to conceal 
the truth, ^'oiir ihoughis and periods are many of 
them incomparable in their kind, and your stylo i.s al¬ 
together as perfect :\s one could wish; d’Hac<pieville 
and I were quiie charmed at some brilliant passages we 


• Auha Maria nf Aimria, relict of- riiillp II. of Spain, anH nioflicr 
» > i Ii.uIls II. wiio ua& iiot ritci*rf*d of nil the year 1072 : his do- 
ti-.niojs bein,.', in iluj mran whiU, govciiud 1)y the ij'icen-.nntiu^y- 
-i.ic 1 t.y rlx tiJi.riM'liiirs ofihc I'ncastn KJtic'‘> nomination. 

t CImi let I'iiiliji Adbrnur do Moinci], riv/alier nr knight of 
:;rd'.'r!-. « jih« 'a to J41; A.lhi'inar (I*- Monteil, l)ibh(»p of L'sitf,' 
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observed in them: nor arc you exctllvni in your 
narrations; fbo passage relaling lo the king, your re- 
scntnu'iit against Lau/un and tlie bisitop, are earb of 
them master-pieces in their way : sometimes I show a 
few of them to madarno de Viliars ; but she gem-rally 
fixes on the most tender parts, whicli presently bring 
tears into her eyes. Do not be afraid of my slmwing 
your letters improperly; I know who are wf>rlhy of that 
confidence, and what may be told and what concealed. 
Listen, my dear, to an act of goodness and benevolence 
of your royal master’s; it will serve to redouble yom* 
zeal for his service. I am tohl fiom very good author¬ 
ity, that the otber'day M. de Montausier* applud to 
the king for a small abbev for one of his fneiuls, wliicii 
was refufed him ; upon which he Hung out of the pie- 
sence in great di.sconUnt, and was heard to say, as he 
went out, 7wnc but ministers and mistresses had nny inter¬ 
est in this country. '1 liese wotds wete not quite proper; 
they were presently carried to the king’s ears, who soil 
for Montatjsier, and gently rc-pnmamled Itim for Ins 
heat, putting him in mind of the little reason he iiad 
to complain ; and the next dony appointed inadame de 
Crussol-j, dame dupalais. Lett rae tell you, thi^ is tlic 
conduct of a Titus. You may judge whether tiie go¬ 
vernor was not greatly confounded, as well ns the bish¬ 
op, who IS indebted to you for his deputation: these 
are the most cruel meihotls of revenge. 'I'be king has 
reconciled the two archbishops of Paris and Kheims. 
What .shall 1 tell you next? My poor aunt is afilicted 
with severe pain ; this gives me great concern, and lax s 
me under the indispensable nece-ssily of attending her. 

f/)Ch»des de Saintc .'’anre, Alike of .Montausirr, gi \».rr.or ro Loi..? 
4»upliin of France, and 4/n1\ smi ot I.riii-. XIV. 

M.ir)' Jiilii de S*t .Mat iv, v. if- to Knutaniu-l dr Cru»o!, duke 
and daughter to M. de Mo'nae.s rr. 
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ii:OM MVLj.VME l>l. «:• ViCNh TO I'lIE CO^L NT DE m i'iY. 

9 

Trirt*-', Jnlkuary 34, lb7>* 

[t is vc'rv odd, rr»v ticnr cousin, tlrat ihe desire of writ- 
tin:; tn s oil should s('!/,e iiu* nil at uticc, in the chamber 
of our little sister »)!'S;un!<‘-Maiie. It would seem as if 
our friendship wer *. founded upon the sanctity of our 
,:;rand-mollu‘r. What else can 1 thiAk, when I find that 
so many places where 1 have seen you, bring yon less 
to my mind than this, where. I never beheld you in my 
life. You have a daughter here who contributes to the 
miracle. Site is no more of a fool than if she saw you 
every day, and is as wise as if she had never been out 
of the walls of Sainle-Marie. She is a rigid Christian, 
but siic has ceilain cliarms of the Habutins that render 
her perfectly fascinating. I doubt whether any one of 
your children surpasses this: but 1 shall make you vain. 
1 was for eight months in iiritany, during which 1 never 
telt as if 1 had wit enough to write to you. It was my 
intention to renew the correspondence on my return, 
and 1 begin here. The better day, the better deed. I 
''hall^tcll 3 'ou no nevrs, and shall say nothing of what is 
expected. You know every thing that pastes ; at least, 
1 am willing to believe so ; for J doifiot think it is quite 
safe to wiite to you upon certain subjects. There are 
some new comedies acting, of which I have the vanity 
to think yoiir opinion will be the same as mine. Adieu, 
my ile.ir cousin ; you caniiot imagine how much I me¬ 
rit the honour of v'our friendship. ^ 
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PROM THE <&OtJNT DE BUSSY TO MAO^Mb D£ 

t. 

Would you kaow, niad»m, uhat influencid )o(i to 
write to me from Sontc-Mai.r, ul'iri* you nevtr saw 
tuCj rather than from a tliousuul plaros where you have 
seen mesj^ thousand tjnuN ? i will tell you. It was niy 
daughter that lirooght me to your rcnienibraiice; and 
being soon weaiy of the subjects that are discussed in a 
convent, you employed a part of the time of your visit 
Co wrfCe to her fetIVer; fiorn which 1 infer, that you 
had rather hoki communion with the woild than with 
me, bat that you iiad rather h^lcl connnuuion with me 
than with God. ff y*>ti are not a hvpocn*» you wdl 
acknowledge this. Whin 1 came to that pait ut }<)ur 
letter, where you sny, that my daughter ib no n ore ct 
a fool than ifahe saw me everyday, and.that she is a» 
wise a&if aha had never lipR the walls ol Saiiite-Marie, 
1 iiiterp^ed % as wdse. ih. if she had never seen me. 
In reality, itiy sockSty might contribute to render a 
young person agceeable, but i( w'Ould not easily convert 
her into a iiun.*^^!y daughter is apery good one, I am 
toid'by Iknany j^noiis be^tidcs yoniMifj and the testi¬ 
mony you bear to the charms of filtT- mind, it what I 
caU passing the»afdeai. ,Uer sistsra have also their 
share of merit; mid my mitlSltiHie has been the 
means of deprhring thdni of the advantages of affluence, 
it has been made up to them by habits of temperance 
. and a good educated. You ought to have w ntten to 
'’‘ine from Britany : we hare both lost by it. You largh 
airdRi in saying you had not wit enough. Are you 
^Uged then to study to write [,ood leittvs to me* They 
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uoulil lose, I think, tliat chariicter, if they were so 
wriitrn. 


r Li'/n’ER ci.xxiv; 

FKOM MADAME OE dl'viUN.': TO M VOAME DB GKICNA!!. 

Paris, WrdneKcky, Jan. 37» 167S. 

Never did 1 see any thing rnore charming |||ftn your 
letters; you declare yourself fully satistied with the 
love and esteem T.hear you, and express yourself in a 
manner that must fill a heart like muie with the warm* 
est tenderness. You seem well aMpltotcd with all that 
passes in it, and rightly perceive that most of my ac¬ 
tions have fur their obiect the llffiing, in some measure, 
seiviceable to you : you have put the true signification 
on iny journey to Pom|>oune, as weM as on t!ie visits 1 
nia<1c to M. le Camus': trust me* my dearest child, you 
are not at all 'mistflhtt.; and while yoar^eagacity and 
penetration do me sum good offices with your heart, I 
have no reason to appr^eod^,^ df(piBldh>n in your af¬ 
fection fur me. 1 canrbt but adn^e the sweetness of 
ypiir temper; it is even,,heyoiii}'whakmy most sanguine 
es could have formed: if at anytime it should ap- 
pe^.to4>e otborfrH &4 it should be forgiven for the sake 
of it really JV'<; and for the same reason should we 

forgive those to whom you do not show yourself suffi¬ 
ciently for them to discover all the good qualities you 
are possessed of, and who, not being used to you or to 
them, arc apt to take you only by your words. But, 
my dear child, I am quite concerned at your being so 
exlreraeiyipdolent, as not even to entertain a thought 
uf moving from where you are ; indeed it vexes me : 1 
think M. de Grignan much more reasonable in the 



LtTTEU*; or 


tKouglits he had about marshal Bellefonvl’s jilarc, if he 
had resigned : what he |u<»posfd in that case was 
to my mind ; but you saw bow that all'iir turned out. 

I coul<l wi-»b that you would fjoI lay a-.ide rdl desireofconi- 
ing ncaicr to us/if occaviori should oder; fbr^I. tl’L'se/, 
might, with a vny good lUci-, lepresent lo bis inuje.sty, 
hoW impossible it l^> n >t to lx; oncncy at being obliged 
to serve hilYi at such a distance froni his pei'Min, after* 
having .spent the grealoxt part of liis life about him, us 
M. de has dufie. 

M. de Berni, tlie otlier day at Versailles, mistook a 
window fur a door, and fell from the first lloor upon .1 
little boy, who v* ly much hurt, and prevented his 
being killed. 'Tij^efy assistance was given; and though 
his head is broken, it is thought he will do well. This 
comes fromNhaving wi^^ows to the floor : they should 
alway.s have a wire-guajd before them. This accident 
lia.s m;uJe a great noiae at Versailles. 

I desire, my dear, th||t<^ylliiu will frequently mention 
iny aunt in ypaf letters; it wdk^e some comfort to iur 
in her tortures. I b&ve sent ydur letters as directed; 

. that to madame d^4a Fayis ^|reine(y pretty. Tiiere 
was something ver^;i[||%^e in "the beginning of your 
last; you bid gue^^.wlmt -you hud done the night 
before. I trembfed from head t(f^,foot, and gave, all 
over for lost; atdasl it proved to you had sate 

up waiting for the courier that wm io'"bring ytvur let¬ 
ters, an<l had very joyously been drinking your lliyal 
master's health : this gave me breath again, and [ ap¬ 
plaud you for your zeal; for, in truth, it is inipu.ssibic 
to praise the king too much : he is, if possible, growai 
mor ^^ crfect within this last year. The court poets 
havQ;||ready begun at court ; for my part, 1 like prose 
since cviry one can U'>c it, to speak and sing his 
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I have been writing s long letter to M. dc Pomponne, 
% 4 fe]ative to aflairl in Provence, as M. eaiiiiot see 

to talk willi him, on account of the [loor chevalier’^ 
havii\i; the small-pox : 1 dare not tell you in what a 
a collection he is : iiis youth gives us some hopes but 
I liave had many uneasy moments on his account. The 
countess de Ficsriues daughter, inadamc dc Guerchi, 
^iied lately in tiie country of a fright she got by a lire: 
she was eight months gone ; she miscarried, and died 
shortly alter. It siiocks one to hear of such a^idents. 
The young dulce de Rohan ia at IRe point of-dcath, of 
a violent fever he got with swallowing two glasses of 
hrandy, after drinking too freely of winei^lt is tlip se¬ 
venth day of his disorder, and he now judged to be 
]iast hopes of recovery. A fine ^rospei^^liis for M. 
and inailamc de SoubL^e : tof m'^ijbart, 'after I saw 
of him at our assembly, and t^^tiianucr^jih which 1 

^'basy about 
*^ing‘; he has 
l^isliri : a 
jyv^lcbli^bow do 1 

86ip%mf((lsbme place 



knew he treated 
tlie matter. The cban^fln^^ 
<ent tlie seals to the kidg Ijjj 
line present indeed ! ^ 

^^ish for M. de Grignaij^ 
here about his niu.«ter*s]|n|fb|j|irJ 
go \yhistle! Adb^inarjrt^Jllj|ft^u 
ib': it woiiM be " *' ‘ 


Pnivenyals 
heai’t- 
e thinks 


of tliom. Adifiu^ u|’ -nothing 

hut coi^kig -to C^rignan. 


and 


arer wife. 
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IJiTlTill CLXW 


TO TJin S^MK. 


I'loin tho Convent rtf St. Mar) in 'h«> vl.ei.r, 
Fru'iiy# January OT, 1679} li»'m £5 tin* ilav nl 
Si. i'VanriH de Salrs, ami iliat on mIiIcIi )uv. 
were married: tins is my Hist ili:!|)>.iid\; for * 
1 makf a hfut fit' * ol’every 

lift 

Here I ajn, my (Itjar^ihild* in thievery pUicc, where, ol 
all places in the world, I wept the most violently and 
bitterly, cruel clay, in which you were separated 

from me y 1 tremye still, whenever I think of it. 1 

I 

have been watjilng a fuU hour in the garden, while tlu' 
sisters arc horrid mu¬ 

sic, from jidiiph 1 tli^^Uli.irisc to escape. My dear 
child, 1 Ga|t1]|o s^pp^lf tbi9{ my remembrance 

of you deilji^|hs : 1 thought I 

should iil^l^ll^^lpgardenb w hi re 1 iiavc so often 
seen yo^j^^lyiU situation lam in: 

your the tveakness of the 

human h^rt.yp|W|ipl^’jci ^^ days, hours, and mo- 
niejits, in luistresit of jiiyself: I 

. know mdo^Igp^cctenJ to a fortitude 
,of which Jampot possessed. , is with me ;•! am 

(luile atCmpmplcte my nii- 

aery, a ||^o ihe^cheVanir j|| Gri- 

gnan, is jti&t returned, wltn mtel T i ^ nce that in no de- 
Jree he lps tcn^iy bec^ueath- 

in your.favour tog.iv^ Keep it, 1 

• Bout-efc-f fiJi, a scrncc in the Roilpish church that is road fer .a 
dec^d person'nt llw year’s vnd-after Hb death. By B»is madaine de 
NBdtdgnd nicans to sa\, that she U always recoUtc:!!^ some suKect of 
tfiilor tODceriu 
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desire you« however trifling it may be, as a mark of the 
esteem he had for you; and do not dispose of it as 1 know 
^'our generous nature would lead you to do ; for there 
is not one of vour hrothers-in-Iaw, who is not richer in 
proptntiun than you are. 1 cannot e.^press to you the 
coiiceiii thi*« loss lias gi\eii me. What! shall such a 
little vi|)ei' as M. de Kohaii be snatched fruiii the jaws of 
death, and thi^ amialile youth, whose birth, person, 
temper, and hoiu'bt heart, can make his loss desirable or 
serviceable to no one, he thus lost to us! Had 1 been 
free to follow my own inclinations, I would never have 
left him : his disoider would have given me no nppre 
hensions on my o\mi acrouiit : hut 1 c^lnnot act in this 
respect as I would. You will hav^ lettei'h hy the post, 
written i»uhsequent to this, which will give you a more 
circumstanti.d account of diArder : it is enough for 
me to feel it as I do. * ^ ^ 

"Sir 

It is re|)orted that the ^ancell; ‘ is dead. I cannot 
tell whether the seals will * of beforti the post 

goes out. The countess (de Fiesfiuf) is in great afflic¬ 
tion for the lo<;s of her daughter: sli^ is at St. .Mary’s 
of St. Denis. My dear child, women cannot take too 
iinicli care of themselves, both during pregnancy and ly¬ 
ing-in, nor guard too much against being in either of 

those situations: 1 mention nn names, ^dieii, my 

^ _- * 

dearest; this will' lie a short Icttcf : k canhot write in 

my present frametif roint^ afuli^youluye no need of my* 

dullness; but, it so happens that you receive a 

letter of an'unreawjy^Ie length, Miank yourself for it, 

and the manner msMch you %/Aftr me on the pleasure 

my long letters give yoU^ you cannot now complain of 

them. I embrace vou a tbottsand and a thousand times; 

and so return to my garden, and then to church forsU' 

little while, and then to visit the sick, who arc m full 

of sorrow and vexation as myself. 
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Hire is sister Magdalen Agfies coming in, who sa¬ 
lutes you in the name of tliu Lord. 

LLITEIJ CLXXVL 

lO Tur, 

'A 

f*arN, \\V*Jnis«1.iv, rVIi. j, lo;.', ^ 

1 II \D a wliulc hour's convcrsaiion yesterday, with M. 
«lc Pomponiic. It ueulU take more [japer than 1 harti 
by me, to tell yon the joy we had in seeing each other 
again, and liow many subjects vve passed over for ^\ant 
of time to disCitss tlieni in. In short, 1 found him the 
same as ever ; he is ail perfection, and S( ts a much 
greater \ahic on mu than 1 deserve: his father lias 
given iiim to understand, he cannot more sensibly 
tibligc A/'/Uf than by doing ‘every thing in his power to 
oblige 7M(?; though be says-jlhere are a thousand other 
reasons uhich would have iixtuced hnn to do it, espe¬ 
cially the consideration of my having the whole govern- 
ineiit of Provence in my hands: thi't is an admirable 
pretext Jbr our having freipjent hu-iness together. 'I’his 
was the only subject that had its full scope, i had an 
opportunity of talking to him at large about the bishop: 
he knoU's.y^ry well iiow to give attention to other'>, as 
well as to^speak bimself: he ver^ readily gave credit 
to the description I drew of tlja't prelate's mariners, and 
did not seem very well pleaaec^ that a man of his pro¬ 
fession should take upon him the <^Vernor. I tiiink I 
suifered nothing to esriope that wl||^fep er to he said on 
the occasion. Hu always jiispires me with wit: his 
own is so perfectly easy anil ^unconstrained, that we ate 

I a 

insensibly led to repo.se an entire confidence in him, 
and to speak our mind in the most happy terms, ilow' 
r many do I know that arc quite the reverse of this ! In 



6 ] 


madams SEViqNk. 

short/niy dcc-ir child, M^lhout'fishing fcr atfy more tom- 
.plimcnts, of which you are so very prodigal, 1 ({uittid 
full of joy at the thoughts of the service this con¬ 
nexion may be to you hereafter. We agreed to write 
to eacli other. lie seems foi)^ of nry unstudied* and 
simple style, though bis own is that of eloquence itself. 

I .sent you melancholy news of the poor chevalier in 
^my last ; 1 have just received more of the same kind ; 
he is alive still, hut has received extreme unction, and 
continues as ill as possible the^pustules dry up as soon 
as they appear. It is« in niy opinion, the same sort as 
mad. de St. Simon’s. Ui|)ert will tell you more of it 
than 1 can : 1 hear from him every and am in 
great uneasiness about him, for I tind 1 love him more 
than 1 thought 1 did. 'i'he princes.s of Conti ^ was seiz¬ 
ed this evening with a fit of an apoplexy : she i.s not 
dead yet; but remains insensible and Hpcechicss ; they 
are torturing her a thousand ways to bring her to her¬ 
self: there are a hundred persons in her room, and 
tlirce liiimired in the house : there i.s weeping, and 
wailing, and great outcry : that is all 1 know of the 
matter at present. A.s to the chancellor f, he is cer¬ 
tainly dead, and made a truly noble exit; his bright 
understandings his prodigious memory, his natural elo- 
jt ^uen ce, and eminent piety, retained their full lustre to 
the very moment of his dissolution. 'I'he simile of the 
torch, that shines bright|^^t when nearest being extin¬ 
guished, ii verilted in birn. Mascaron X was with him 
in his last mnmen1s» and was astonished at the answers 
he made, and the ij^mber^f ^ih>tatioiis he drew from 

* Anna-Marin Martii^zTi priiic«y of (’oiiii, di»:d 4di Feb. 1679 . 

f IVter Scgiiier, who died llw 2Slh of January, J679. 

J Julius .Mas<-«ron t^f the (Jnit'jn, a very celeliratcd jircachcr; he 
nas afttrwards luadn bishop t/f Tulle, and from tlu-liev (rdiislaied, in 
1679, to the bisliopric of Agen. 
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the ftr>Iy S^ipturi^; he fmraphilscd the and 

drew tears froiil the eyet of aj| the hy-standers: he ' 
quoted passages frolin the Scriptures* and the writing*' j 1 
the fathers, vvitii greater readiness than any of the bish¬ 
ops could have, dofic’j^t i^ended him. In short, 
his death waifone of thejtoo.^t glorious and extraordinary 
ihings.imaginable ; and what makes it still more so, is 
his leaving but very little wealth behind him ; he was 
as rich the day he entered into employment, as that on 
winch he died : it is true^ he provided for his family ; 
but that was not providihg f<'r hiuiself: in short, he has 
left no more than 70,000 bvrts a year; and what is 
that htr u luai^^ho had been foity years chancellor, 
and had besides a haiuisome fortune of his own ? Death 
discovers many things. 1 did fi*'t learn what 1 tell you 
from any of his own family. They are much visited. 
Mad. de Couianges and I held tnir ranks there. Mad. 
dti Vernueil * is so ill, that she sees nobodv. It is not 
yet kntiwn who will have llie seals. 

I desire you will put the coadjutor in mind of answer¬ 
ing M. d’Agen f on the allair he wrote to Inin about: 

1 am plagued to death upon the subject. It is very 
wrong to,be regardless of a bishop of such repute. I 
always put oil' writing to ^liis same coadjutor frfun day 
today: 1 think 1 am infected with his irwgularitics: 

1 find fault ivith liim* ami, at the same time, sui m\\sclf. 

1 embrace M. de Grignan: doea be still talk of thrushes ? 
There was a lady the other day, w'ho* instead of iiiak- 
iug use of the old saying, MJuU at a thrush, said ma- 
iiame la Piesidcnte vftHDk/lS det^f luthrttsh: it nirule us 
^1 Farewell, my deart^ 

'• Martarru* Verimtil wsstbiigluw to iLp cliancellGr Sr^ulor. 

Claiulc Joli, liUKop of Agen : liv luul bevu rurutc of ^t. Nicoks 
Champs &i Palis. 
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is a swijtBl creature : 4ic amii^s me'^lgreatly'ij^ and 'groN\f^ 
handsomer and handsomer every dl^^ 

LETTIiR CLXXYII. 

TO THE 

n 

% 

ViTXu Friiiay, Pvh. s> TK!* 

thuusauJ year* I wu ipattivdt * 

\ >\A-( told (his morning, that the cheasdier wasceriain- 
iv better; 1 have great hopes froimIit8,3r0tltbs {»ray 
Heaven resturc hiiii to our wishes. As t6 the pHneess 
of ( oiili, she died about seven or eight liours after 1 
had made up my pacKet; that is, yesterday about lour 
o'clock in the morning, without recovering her senses 
for an instant, or uttering a single intelligible word. 
Sh(> now and then called for Cecile, one of her womeot 
and ejaculated, ** JMy (lod !'* They vieere in hopes her 
senses were returning, but she sai^ no more; and expir¬ 
ed with a shriek, and with siich\io1cnt convulsions, that 
she left the marks of her lingers in the arm of the wo¬ 
man who held her. No words can describe the deso¬ 
lation and iiorror that prevailed in hir apartment. The 
duke, the princes of Conti, madame de Longueville, 
madame de Gamache, all wept as if their hearts would 
vbi^k. Mauamc d^ Gesvres had recourse to fainting, 
aiuf madame de l^rlosnc roared as loud as she couM, and 
threw herself uponihe iloor. In short, the attendants 
were obliged to send them out of the room, for they did 
not know what they did ; they rather over>acted their 
parU: somebody says, those who strive to prove too 
iniicti, prove nothing, ilowever, there was a general 
gi icf. The king seemed a good deal alTectedl and made 
her panegyric, by saving, that she was more cotisider-, 
able for her virtue, than the greatness of her birth and 
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station. By her will, sho has left the educntton of her 
c hildreti to madame dc* Longueville. !!)«* piince is nj»- 
pointed their guardian. She has left 'iO.OOO cro v”" lO 
tlie poor, and as much among her seivants: she h.is 
ordered tft?rbod\ to he Hkcrred in her ovsn parish, anti 
\vith 9 ttt*tlre least pomp, Hke «iny other common person. 
I d^Tnot^lSiow whether all these liitle matters come 
ti ffk/poa or not: but you will have me write long letters, 
and so you must b^ar with them, and take it for your 
paint. I "saw tliW? pious princess yesterday after she 
was laid out: she w'as greatly disfigured by the rou^h 
treatment she had received: her mouth w'as strangely 
mangled, two of 'tier teeth were biokeii; and they had 
burnt her on the bead : so that, in short, if peoph re¬ 
cover from a fit of the apoplexy, they must-be miser¬ 
able sprctacles all the rest of their lives. Her <itatli 
afibrds subjecta number of exadleiit reflections: it 
would have been a jliy^adful one to any other tlian her¬ 
self; |iUttoher itwis the most iiappy that could be 
desired, since she felt nothing from it, and was besides 
always prepared. It has even aflected Biancas. 

1 forgot to mention to you in my letter of the day 
before yesterday, that 1 met Canapleb at None Dame, 
w1k>, after a thouyuid compliiiients and g^ud wishes for 
M. de Crignan and you, told mej^Uiat marshal Vdle- 
roi had assiircnl hiro, tiiat M. de Grignan^ letters hud 
been greatly admiiod in the^ council; that they had 
bean read with pleasure, and that the king said, he 
never saw any thing better written. I promised him to 
let yon know this. The lady, w hose name 1 (li<l not nieti- 
tioft to you in my last, svas mad. de Louvois. Apiopos. 
M. dc Luiiloib took his seat at the council-tabL* tour 
gurg^gn, as one of the king's niiiwsteis. His niajestv 
sign to-morrow in the presence of six counsellor'! 
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•t state, and oui nn'^teis ot the lequcsts. No one 
» Mouh how luM^ this will lilt. This IS a fine poKti ii)i 
IrTs*^ nul ho will, I daiv say, acquit btlMelf 

xii\ Will III it. 1 iiiM had a thousand extiavd^nt 
thoii<;h[s HI ni^ he \d about the chancellor: I cannot 
iliMiU will It ] ^ot tluin, in till condition I h&vebe 94 |n 
tor these two oi thiec da^s pist 'Ihe evfillti^-djlSft 
^iioii dw, and the da^ ioliow insr your depidt^||fi 
iitiict* last \c II, have run so stioiicriy irt^jinp*and 
so aflpcted my mind and spints, that |eep Ifei 

t( ars from my eyes; and }ct nothing can be vittird 
til 111 to grieve for a thing that it it> oot of our poWiav W 
itmedy it is destroying ouiselves to ifi|i||i|tooi(eI^^ 
ISjust asridiculouaas femnog wtshe% andmildfPg^cas- 
tks 111 tile «in You have too much good seft^tb^ivusiir^ 
your time in such triOesj^lni^^iey^jrft^ PWl 
chaimedf mys. deaie.st child« to IHk SMI plat- 

sure in my letteis, thofigli I^caitifl 6 p^i 4 t llkllil so eip^ 
tertain^ng as you say they are. 1 have sent you ^fogjlr 
reams^f paper, you kntm on whi|t con^jou;^ I tiope 
to have the greatest pa^pf it bafek'agft*^']^S|eeg t|iis 
and Easter: after that, t*$hall inspire to 
tial joys. 


LLLt^R CLXKY1^^ 

tlj^ SASTB. 

Fbris, HfsdMftlijr, Fob^ f o, lOTd. 

A r length, my dear itihihl, after d HKdlliCode of ftCiM 
'ilarms anil vam liop#s,Ve ham hist the poor cfhevalAfr, 
I must confess to you, that I have bei n gtcatljU^OccdMl 
at the death of tins excellent yoittljf^inan , it Lookpt#cp 
, oil Saturday the 0th Feb. moiiiing If a 

truly Christian end can adnnnistercl^fort to ( hristians, 
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we have the grcntcsi li'a^on lor roji-i^uiMou in the ri'- 
surance of his heinfif liappy. Nt m i i!:il :»n\ (:\r slir,'" - , 
more resignatHin, piety, or |/r:n c : ho won!! * • -li.w 
accepted life, had \t Iki-u in tin* pr>'.\(.‘r ot :imv om* to 
ba?e ensured it iiim. So rreat o.<s < (inlidcno- in the 
merdies of his God, that there is tin- -k mo j re '.'on lo 
biHifeve^^lhat he tVIr stu-fi a dispo-ition of soul, as In* 
Should not willingly have hu/arded on any accou^^ 
lie lost a great deal uf blood ; and was very much 
i|gainst being bled the last time, which was the ek- 
▼eutfa; but the physicians overruled him ; and lie told 
«tbeili« that, since it must be so, he submitted, hut s.tw 
tbejl^.werey|g[(|h*etl to^kill him in form, 'fbe death of 
M. de Glim; whi^ .ww suppbsed^to have happened 
^roia.ndt ^eihg biw, 'has oegasidned the loss of many 
Thjljtor yov^iiivns ill ever since hisjour- 
T^fsy sdizetl with « violent vo- 

. mitlng dfid jiuca^^ess at hts first going into waiting, 

. and,took sontething to.stop'i|;,^whtch had the desired 
efiedj. bub iiiaboulA we ek %fter, as he was returriing 
topnris, lie was seiaed with a.fever and the smalkpox, 
;«r;mlhh^^ed him so jSauipl^cty, and was olfenstve, 

at^^ehd^^hin^could scarcely .stay in the 
l^os ilid i^l^tdeiice see jit to cot ^ort his 
hi th#^ vegf Aow^ of hts ego. 1fh|| ijf e p»el • ' 
^ 0 ^ detail; h^;w|ij^ we are teuly JHected, we do 
hipt sti^ 4p ccs|ijihi it by '.pretended ignonance. 1 
^giit hiQltto inti^uce any-ipber sfl^ect in this letter. 
However, when you liave dried yoiir icars a little, you 
may read whaitTolknvs, and yoo.will learn what resu- 
lOjdon we have taken"wyh regard to )'0ur affairs. 

^Ve did not receive the letter you sent us bv tlie cou¬ 
rier (ill \c^:erday«'%t ji'as this I was so much distic^-' d 
about; but now.tberl^Ot^Fnone lost. I was near an^ 
hour nith the bllmop of L'sez. The abhc was wiiu 
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We hail a gooil deal of l oinorhaiion togeUitT; 
iMii I uni more than ever .satisfu'd \vith«(he prudcncti 
.;>:vr; (wuJ^sonso of this prelate : you liav« noihing todo 
hut send hliii the tiisi thoughts that comu into ^our 
Itoad. and an hour or two’s reflection will be Suflicicnt 
lor li'iii In see ail that is proper lu be done or left un* 
dohv. i shovNed hnu the letter I had rece|1*eti from 
h, Poinponiie: 1 must manage so ns to bring about A 
conversation between !M. d’Usez and him. The very 
name of pour M. d’l’sez i» pestilential %at presentt bf 
dau's ii(it appear at court* nor can he to speak<witb 
M. Coihirt: this ruins us. It is bit opinion* thfC^we 
siioutd lint be too hasty in the adair 
.d)«ntt; because* if it really balo|^ Ur'^ll^'^^^ottfls* 
\vi‘ ‘ hoiild not give them ail the^figml' of ibe questioii*^ 
and keep the wrong to bi^rielves ; 
ivaiit lor cuonlng. they wiU be suif^!||rwSu Mp'iaod 
of every favourable circumstance* cire to con^ 

ccal the real. Wlien„;.peopUf^who*1ir« in tht wrong 
happen to have some litOc matter,'bf fact ^ U^etr iidclii 
they turn and wind it a tiiousand''way||* lS||^ thiiy 'be* 
come perfectly insupportable. . And it is 
will find the goo^ bishQg's prudence of 
»eryice to you. ^ 

’. Th^ marquis dc Vilieroi t haa.rec<!iv^ ordWs 4o'^ 
tire trom court, on account of his jll^conducL Ti^ Is 
all the king said about it. The aiyrit variously talked 
of* and several people are^ l^ng 

certain i.c* that Vardesl wilt ndme fDucli>displeased at 
it. Lyons is the place of Ins exile* which will not be 
very disagreeable to him* provsde<Lit does not continue 

* O 1 Account of i!)c !imall-|K)i having bce| in kU liousc. 

j- Till* I^st mar/cl-bl of that name. ^ 

I It was the manjuls dc Vill'T'i Ihit td^looed ihf rin)tur*: IjcHtcci 
' n umesi tic Sci^•‘OIl^ end M. d“ \ ardet. ' 
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loo long. I t\m so NM'll (-onviiiLi'cl of tlio roncprn v* '’ 
have for ihe poor Ch<'vafirr, ihai 1 liall roM rv* for^on.^*. 
Olh^ tiniu 'a 'thousand luile tiillt'i, wlnrli »• i,". 

of season at in t-^onl. 

Yoor'toxim is a divine one : M. de la Hochtfoiu anlt 
MjlAldhs, and cannot but think In* made it Iimum If. 
The woi^l are vorv h.ippily arranm d; hoi how cmnes 
it th*.\t von did not undt-rstancl Ins r Al.is! is there aiiv 
livin^.'Witltout folly, that i.'< to sav. without whims ? and 
that oianhcompletely foolish, who thinks to show 
hisll^adoni by debarring himself of all ainusenu iit and 
div^ioh? You will be of bttr opinion, if yon rethc t. 

the iau duties to the poor cluva- 
^ tier : V shirara hav#.jdi|^h.iPMr§«d ’mine; Itut they would 
'}m^.e^toiicd (he if ,1[Jlft(i'gone near the house» and so 1 

going to weep %vith M. d’l^cj!, 

T am very uneasy to hear of 
your account of the sinalispox having 

beei|t^ere;«ifj|;:^et'y. Heavens, w hat a sad thutg it is 
to ! loUP'pen etVe even from honce, thc 

e sitiiation.your poor dear heart 
iii|bes<^,'you indulged yourMdt 'On 
Ind^ater of indoittpee:. I>ut now you are got 
four l^oi^ts again. There is nothipg ridicu* 
ircnhi''€mnpa>is^; it would make me iaugjh; >" ' 
d^ if 1 was iff ^;jh;Pniour for laughing; buh that is 
Ihi the #ase.^at alTlirnes. Alas I my dear child, it is 
now above a year ( saw yon: how deeply do I 
feed this lon^ hbMncmP'and you, my dearest love! do 
you not feci it^a litde now and tbpn ? 


FUOH leONSlEL U DE COt!. HSOHS. 


* \i,L not waste mv Ihne ahd yours, charming count 
in iil-liimd compliments; but content mv'tlf with 
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voti, tliut iit> one can be nioro sincerely nf- 
Ibrl. 'L* ^fthc ilf'.xlh ol’imr jioor cheVlrfipr' than 
I was so iu|)|>v in Ins Hccjuamtunco while iA 
anil |>roiuised imvm •ir so much ’‘iiHrtl- 

finu.incc of it hen* atiii cIscwIumo, that his ]^|^'liae'af» 
tVcifd me piimhillv. What a subject o F nmlh»uion is 
yere For youm; |)eople, as well as For those in A Atore ad¬ 
vanced a^c! I hen* i'* no trusting to either youth or 
iieahh ; wc an- all alike mortal, but th^ day and boti^ 
no man knovvefh. 1 .siiall conclude with this com'fhoii- 
plac.* piece of morality, a{|(f at the same time rA^uest 
you, my cliariiiiiig countess, to permit elbbrAce 

you with tlie most sincere and tender respect. ’ 


FROM MADAME DB COULAltOSIk.^ 

I 'M greatly adlictfd with the (ieaFb/cf the'cbcvalier 
de Urignaii; but not to add to the trouble you are al¬ 
ready in, by that oF reading a miserable ietter, I shall 
content myselF, dear niuciain, with desiringj|jou to be 
assured, that no one can be more interested in t^etent 
that is interesting to yourself; and that I d^me tlib 
greatciit pleasure from the hope of seeing you thif 

eiii determined to go to Grignan, though I shoufo 
be obliged to leave the marquis de ViiJeroi at Lyons; 
think of that. Adieu, dear madam: it is a delightful 
thing to live with raadamc de l^^|||;ne. 


LETTIiJl CCXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Pfri«, Friday. Frb. ii, 

I cANsor but be in great pain for you, my dear chitd> 
alien 1 think on the concern the death of the poor 
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chevalier must have given you: you saw him very l.»i<*- 
Jy. that it .enough to make you love it 

fuii^|||d'yott with an opportunity ot' knouing the 
maltyl^inll^alities Heaven had endowed him with. It 
is tSeittfhif that no one ccxild he better born, nor pos¬ 
sess 11101 % ^Just and desirable seiuimenls: he had, be¬ 
sides, a t'ery pleasing style of countenance, and wps 
extremely fond of you ; all this could not fail of ren¬ 
dering him infinitely dear to you and to every one that 
knew him. 1 can easily judge of your grief, by my 
owo^ but shall endeavouf to amuse you a little with 
•ornn*particulars relating to your own atl'airs, and with 
what passeli ih our world. 1 have had a long conver- 
satioQ with M. le Camus, who is so much in our intcr- 
that he gives me bis advice in several points: he 
is dlil|pi8ted %ith any thing that looks like double-deal¬ 
ing; and, as hie own conduct is so much the reveisc, 
he the more easily enters into our views, which he 
know! to be founded ih uprightness and sincerity: these 
should never be given up on any account; they will 
always. in fashion. Ihe world may be deceived for 
but knaves will.be found out in the long-run, 
^ I ign fterouaded. 

’*■ Ihc maitiuisde Villeroi is actually set out for 
as 1 told you. The king ordered marshal de Crequi to 
tell him to withdraw himself to some distance from the 
court; it is supposed ^ account of something he had 
said at the countess's (i/le Soissons), In short, tlierc are 
various conjectures.. The king asked ^ioiisicur, who 
was just relumed fjgnn Paris, what was the favourite 
topic ihciT^ Alonsieur replied, “ The, poor marejuis.’* 
And what about him f” said the king. '• 'Hiey say, 
^at he is in rlibgrace for having spokm in behalf of an 
Wfortunale person/' “ What unfortunate person r” 
tid the kin,;. The chevalier de Lorraine,'’ unswertd 
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MoMMPiir. “ And do sou still thiuk.of tlii** chovalierde 
Loir sa.d tiickinji: “ ilave.'fifii really a regard 

lor liiin ? Should you bt; obliged to any onewho wouldre* 
store him to you ?”— *• ll wouhl/' replied MogittBlir, ** bc 
the greatest j)le.«siirc I ever experienced in niy life.” 

** Well then/’ s.iid his ma|j«sly, '• 1 will give you this 
[deasun*; a courier has been dispatched to him itfo days 
<igi>; he wdl soon be here, and then 1 sliall give him 
to you^ and desiie (hat you would look upon youlietf 
ai obliged to nio for it the remainder of your life, and 
love and estetMii him for my sc.ke: 1 will do still niore» 
he shall be appointed field-marshal in the army 1 am 
to command/’—>Upon this. Monsieur flung himself at 
the king’s feet, and for a long time embraced his knees, 
and kissed lii<i hand with inexpressible joy. His lt»- 
je^ty raised him up, and said, ** This is li^t the wiy fbr 
brothers to embraceand then embriKSfd him in the 
most cordial and aHectionate manner. Every word of 
this is true, it comes from the best aathosityi io y(^ 
may make your own reflectious, draw premier infer* 
enccs, and redoul)Ic your present worthy dispositions for 
the service of your royal master. They say, that Ma* 
dame* is certainly to go, and that several ladies 
; ji djtjr are to accompany her. Various senntimenU pre¬ 
vail at Monsieur’s: some ha^ e faces of an dll long, 
others arc as much contracted with smiling; the che¬ 
valier de lleuvroii’s is, it seems, of an immeasurable 
length. Monsieur dc Nouailles is to be recalled too, 
and serve as lieutenant-general, with M. de Sebomberg, 
in the army to be commanded by Monsieur. The king 
told the marechai Vilicrei, tiiat it was necessary to 

* 'fhe priiircv iicnriftta, aistcr of Cliarlea !I. of England, to whom 
sfip H tliPii pjing over on a secret n^gociation. See Voiuirc’x Age of 
XIV. \oI. II. 
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make his son do a Httk* p(‘nancc; but iIku the pnni>ij- 
nitMiLs ol iliis not last lor ever. Yoi^inav-dt • 

pend upon tlie truth of ull this. 'I'here is nothing 1 hale 
so inucli aa faUc reports, and uni as fond ot’ those thui 
are true: if you should not iiappeii to have the same 
taste for them, you are ui)donu; for you ha\e them 
here out of iiuiiibcr. 

La Marans went to madame de Loiinueville’s il'e 
other day alone, and in a deep tnouining veil ; she inei 
with great slights from every one : Langlade lias sent 
you word how he re|>aid her for tlie ridiculous speeclu s 
she made him some time ago, and that he w ished you 
had been behind the door. Would to heaven > uu had ! 

m 

jVIadamc de Brissac was at madame de liOngue\ iile’s 
at the same time, and with all the appearance of the 
most excessive grief: but unluckily on the count de 
Guiyhe falling into conversation with her, she quite for¬ 
got ber part, and was as inucli out as in the mad scene 
on the day iif the princess's death w'here, just as she 
should hare lost all knowledge, she quite forgot her 
cue, and took notice of every body that came in. 

FarewalY, my lovely child. Du you not think our 
separation, long ? It aifects me in such a manner that 
it wonld be^niorc than I could bear, were it not fur 
the pleasure 1 take in loving you as 1 do, in spiteTTall 
the misery attending it.. 

* The prinoe^s de Conti. See the prec'‘Ji;'g Icoei 
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P*ri'«, Wctlncsilay, iLb. 17, Ih? j. 

MoNsttOK de Coalangcs and 1 Imvi' given a dinner to 
tHV* president dc Ekninniui mudanie dc.VnIa- 
roire, the Mshop of T^z, and Adheniar, \mi^‘ of the 
party: hut hear our misfortune. The president, ulict 
iiaviiig promised to he with ih, came to excuse himself, 
liuviiig urgent business at St. Cermain. Wc tiiought 
\\c should have hanged ourselves; houevir, wc did as 
Avell as we could. Madame dc la V^alavoire brought 
Uuzaiival with her; but the president \vas the chief! 
ohject of our desire. The *linner was^'good, geiitecd, 
and magniiicent. In short, it w-as an irreparable loss ; 
Lc JBouc may return perhaps; but the dinn{;;r will net. 
Adheinar w'as gieatiy alllicted to hear of Int'poor L*ro- 
tiu r*s d* ath on his urrrval; 1 received hun wilh'mi acii- 
i:»g heart: he slept at St. Geriiutin, nnd promised to 
call upon im- :it his rdurn, and have some talk aboui^ 
you. It is a convcrsatiiui 1 long for. You say, that I 
weep for what 1 can prevent: indeed, my 1 can* 
not help weeping sometime.^; but I wduhl not i:avc }ou 
■ suppose, that 1 can set out wiien I please : I would giad< 
ly set out to-morrow ; but then your brother is in great 
want of me at present; and 1 have other business whlc^i 
will detail) me till Easter: therefore ]jOu see, my child, 
that one may have the mclination, yet not the power, 

‘ to set out, and coitthnie to vseep. v 

I saw* our cardinal de Ketz very lajtely • ermc^ot bo 
comfiJilcd for not finding y<^«herf. lie is going to 
write to you. He appears to me reidiydeiced to be at 

VOL. II. £ 
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Paris wilhoDt ^ing luul chiittin^ with his Uear niece: 
you make liim wish the pope dead. 

You will see the chevalier de Lorraine Vjfiire we 
•hall. Moils, de BoufDers \ madame du Plessis\ sen- 
in-iaw% droppi'd down dead as he w as going out of one 
room into another, without any lartlier ceremony : I 
saw his widow'a little while ago, who» 1 believc« will 
be (|uirkly comforted. Moo-sieur bam, a great wit, 
has died loo, much in tbe saRie«inaniier. 

I cannot help being uneasy at your being at Aix, 
while the air there is so full of the small-pox : let mu 
recommend to you to avoid at least all crowds and pub¬ 
lic places: itiaamost dreadful distorder. Yonr daughter 
has just such a complexion as madame du Villeroi had, 
a clear diMinct red and white; fine blue eyes; black 
hair^ an elegant turn of countenance, and a chin like 
wax*work; her lip grows less every day: she never 
cries, but is all gentleness and affi'Ction; she can speak 
five or six words already : in short, she is a lovely crea¬ 
ture, and 1 love her dearly. Adhcmar tells me won¬ 
ders of your little boy. Madame Gu4negaud pressed 
me very much to make you and the coadjutor her com¬ 
pliments of condolence on the death of the chevalier, 
so hold her quit on that score. 

1 have just learned that Adhcmar has bad a glorious 
conversation with M. Colbert; he wrill tell yoa *all 
about it. The other day as they were talking before 
the king about Languedoc, they spoke of Provence, 
which led to the mention of de Grignan; and a 
great deal was said in his fiivonr: monsieur deJanson 
joined in the general opinion, and afterwards took oc¬ 
casion to menlion his natural indolence of temper: 

• niwiiCMnt brother to the kite duke of that 
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upon wbkh the marqois de Chmrllll|||in, SftA anst^er- 
fd Ml a high tone " Sir, M. de Grignan is far from ha* 
ing indolftiit ivhen hia^jlviqie«ty'8 i^Tfke ii> ui quoftioD} 
and noon^oorikiUI hare exerti^ hinl'iett inore« or done 
hetteCt than he did in the laat esMibi} ; this I know to 
be fact from good authority/’ These are the persons 
\ie may trust; they are sure to understand ttdiags pro- 
• prriy. Every h^Niy Goncarred in bis opmion. 1 ihall 
mention the Adone to honedt Cht^ptlatn, h^j^yill bl' 
proud to know you remember hint. 1 always deliW , 
your cotnplimcHitSp and they are returned in the most 
aftectionate manner. My aun^ oonUnues voty ill* Yoar 
poor brother writes very frequently to iiiq» and 1 to 
him. This war almost drives nte madi whep 1 tlM< df 
the danger he roust run at the opening of thOifampwign. 
How tbickly strewed with wormpood is the pftih of 
hfe! My dearest cbild^ adieu; I efqhface yotf. 

raOM MONsiBua jom covlanoies. 

1 8 \T nothing; hot 1 think t(ie more. We'^all be at 
' l^ons, about Easter: madBrnedeCoulangesand laregq* 
mg there to see thnmafriBge of nmdhptoiselle du Giid*^ 
who, without looking Anther, has ghosen do Bag* 
pels, whom yoo know# and who is her first^consim They 
lhivo»|iothing to repmach e^ ^er with in point of 
Idi^ ; and as to fortune^ S^|kM^har a good five and 
twenty thousmid livres a year, which is no b«a 
is it ? I hqpo wOgMl be at Lyons to do tbo-koHoors 
of the plaoe to ypmpother, INmii sho passes throogli 
it in her way to Inrovenoe. Adieus Atw countess; 1 
love you still with the same nnaltondi^ Auction. 
d’Adhemar told me, he had A^osjh^ de'^igntn/t 
pictuie with him; bat 1 Ard^j^gsen it# 

a Sitw w wIlBDedeCodhiiges. 
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t 6 TJll SAME. 

* 

rkib> I" •>:> i<>> io> '‘■7- 

I .H4i^ go on Sun lay to St, Cut mam with madame do 
Coulhngu, to bavp a little conyeisatteft »“•* M *‘® 
l^mponoo i I tWilJl U quite oeoessery : I aliall gnc J oo 
account o^Shhat pumtSf thatM. de<Tiignan 
may hare inoie leasoii tllhh erer to caU ino his little 
ininiatcr. Adhcmar hea^reeiy done wonders on his 
put; aadI4.4S«s*t no^ 5 *i We: >» a word, Ido 
' ntt thMt wc |re In any ^ei^cr if hem* aar^d, aa 
we,a»#oid*»04rel\ prepared. But w^ahatt I wy 
to f^At^t dt« pjMI^BgVctut. M.,de Giignao has 
sent to S-'**' hroo**'. »«J.» 

gnat lilitm L® F®*'® '» ®*'® daobhig to it. 

I hare made a vow* never to leave Pioveilce till 1 hare 
one like It, and of yi>o: there b m "**“?■* 

w»u1d.eo tiy flSFr to/demi child, 

t 4 a car*, end do not chahai^Aiftlto worv Poor 
m*da»ede«ucr^|l»tficd larerj^ (Wjleqoenri o» be- 
iM-aioi* out with .filUd-bearing. I cannot but rcie- 
rence the hnsb^ds who ^t r4 ^ 
encess of lot v and 'K'*' ‘ " . f' . 

Omuut «>d I hav^!^ff g;^|e« of chat a^ ^ 
c«Nn|Lfriend of hoiv t<niaJpeTilH reaurkablg 

hia iStt^ and >>« "* 

imdat^not ipfown vo®of'an to«ch la re- 

U leas thi^?i>ci n ^Maion»t4 « I®®' *’"> ‘'>® 

hal'-WM^SiaPSpgj^- '» •" 

} ipl he woald murder; 

a^ont^aT»enwW».>^ 



%xf 





rs 


iriTEM or 

came to a rcsoli^l^n never to form a friendship ut .in 
such <li^^'uiscs. ' ^ieu, my e^r jpin»$ile. I am gomp 
to ^up at M. lie la Si^hfoucanlt's^ which obliges mi' 
fo n)ake my letter so short. 


Li.’m:n f’LXxxii. 

'i'(» TliF. aAM£. 


I K Ki'. t'n ho’i! vour 


Psru, Wmlnci(l:iy« Feb. S4| 

Om at «nt'e $ I cannot hear 
of y our being in stmb gnrf'^ji o| ^,nding re^ 

iM»td i dUet^-% 


hmre^ao rajii* rei^ to.fio ao, watCcahii! 
to you agafinfi 

iUath of Ihn niUttlw 

1 \o^ a ■ 

I pity you ibr 
liitiun to voue 

wei .-III*.-*' Hia *" «r 

.t^eehole 

ana 

the ijueeri t hind ness ; but 

oRnmawili aot^ei^iiii^.the'mSKM^ <» o'*- 'Vou 

hate Jagreat'n c^iKd for ai 


the king aaU l^j 
family joii$ 


‘^r 

eat 

ft li en, ltd* 
wib4|tpi»wi what 


"V'family. 


M. de Gilgnanliii^If. 

»j* j - *■ • 

1 allied Id« 


* "j* 

A! 


i^^ttornpvaimi 

Valavi^h^ lie and hta'iiilljL^j 
ple.ii^ woridi,^ .Tartlwlry' 
li ree^NensihjgNbid 
with her.* de^'^j^pK^-^^Oppeile, dc 


itn vuu; she 
del lifted 


jUordes. cle »SlHdi^^inad[i^,d^ M. iJ*L "i: /, and 

your health n-a> drunk 
jjLne of the inbat%Irgaiit reptets 1 have ever witnessed: 
'IjPfcere eager to begu^. hrbicfh was said of the baud- 
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) iiL ’tcception \ou ga\o tlie ilukt* d’Ktrcif, iir li%s 
>n high tenuft of It to hik chiUtien. IM ui mu do 
1* 'hcloitdoct itQthing but stortti agnim you, hiiuc 
habhou’ \'Mi I 1 I vMiiien to lui touiiii uiiliout 
«lulin^r hei A III 1 i \M n (I advisr \ou lo uiitr to iiu, 
niid ei lea\oiii t ^ appc i«c lu r at an\ i itf 1 Itt* i tnnul 
btay you i'll me you are like to ni.iki wluic you are, 
gue4 to liiy > rv iuarit 1 on m t iiiistr(S4 ot hucIi 
ftre i^th of reavoiiing you, .uid the Lmrl i tlt:rtinii<i 1 
make almost di*<itiuy inc: 1 mu'^i >ti)|> n In m — 
Madamt (U* Vtiiitr* s^ntU her compli ui m«to } ou mil 
M. da^GHgiian, atitf lo iha coad'utor ( h i|j< ' uii 
was iq raptures at receiving the rtiuLinbiaiicr ymi suit 
htm j he fay|, that the Adonfi * ih enchHiiimg m smut* 
placeSk but inwipportably 1 ng* 'Ihe song tn the piece 
IS admirable I there* is also the ftory df a nigiitingaU*. 
who stretches his little throat ip the notes of ^ 

man who plays the lute; he cpmes ^od \» n h< ^ pist 
or'*r hishead^ where he sir tins himself ti|l at ii njth ho 
falls lifeleu a^hts feet» imd is Juiried in the body of tne 
lule, fhis 3«scri|pk{||i|^^ beauty lil \nd 

madanic de Coalang&^jm you a theuiand kimi re¬ 
membrances: ib^ are Qcnhps^ lu^w W|lb the wedding; 
they set off at EastORf will jbe at i^ona tu ret'eivc 
me, and I ibjdt^ the cotnpitmeiit at Crn- 

gnan. My 8tant^f’^tg|M|aueB \c ry ill; sh* leturns « on 
thanka for ail your i and the abb4 is devo I 

'®y^ 

* As Irms^ilAtsi oT ‘tir msIkts MvhuV 
f MkdaiiM. 4s |i Ticiu»»Cs 
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TO Tur- SAWK. 

<r 

ftii , Pncla\ i-vcnincy Fcb/^^t lor*-!* 

1 UA^ L ucl ivtvl the iriiir yoa s^tjt me for M.'del;i 
V'dloUe ; vvhati-M-r comos ipU|||,^yoii is dt’nr to Hies 'i 
Avill niaki* liim iinve i'viiiiscili^or fils uxaminet^ .40 dc» 
eide whctlirr lie is ilied lor a master of requests; 
I raniiot bi ucxc it till i see it*’ , 

Poor Madamt* * the po^tt oC^deMb ; 

tioi' case is a vei y e\ir^dfwt|l|tsfhi^ But ^oor 

we are all in an qjjroar iH’‘f*he coutier is iritfeJ 
from Spain* and brings Vl^i'd, tbai the qoi^n is not only 
dfiermined to abj fe i h y Hie Pyreo^ao trejity, %y which 
she is obliged hfr anus ligay^; her aHiet; 

but is likewise proldtft the Xhit^ with all 

lur power i; b*^re ts a.dreadiiil-war ujjun the 

|H)iiu of brs^fen j i SpI te.^ ior!<^b#|^i^‘(^ld's play. 

iiiards ; wethe Suedes* the 

English* aDid om^'battds lofj. I am 

almost d seme 

angel tur^u- 


iiiards; ^ the 

English* aDid j|ie^ri^*^^|ort om^'battds lofj. I am 
almost d seme 

angel is>' 0 itl 4 *|£micHflW)^^ turbu¬ 
lent spirits* an^eslhve j'leace * 

Our cardinal (<le Reto >s^adi^^ ill: 1 rciidgr him 
all^ little services in my \k^ a *■«- 

vou, andf^lBieHevts yott^ hav e-the i^me 'i^^^iini. 
f^Madanie de CoorcellOS* t alAfftf^Nhdies matter of 

• Thr dawj^r Msduur; •Ft/winr, s-i-o.i! wi:’ ti 

Gaston Orleans, bhe dieu thb •id Aj'iii loUow. •!, i:.»’ .-late <'' 

^ h-uc r. as* 

Ohr uf die most lieatttiful women of he- liiNr: her name was 
IdarU ^-duula de Ltjnoourii her father wai 'lehiiu de Li'*"'.ourf, 
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. great mirth to the wits. The prison-fe<?^ are consider- 
ahiy raised since it is^icnovrn she i'* to go on the scllette: 
she is handsomer than ever; and (m»s, drink'*, and is in 
a.s good ••pirits as the best of them : :iji she complnins 
of is, that she li.is not met with a j.mglu lover in prison. 

I will inform you more ftilly uf llif alV.ur you wrote 
^ to me about the otiwr'clay ; for I do not think that ei¬ 
ther the coani de Guirhc'or M «lt* l.ougtirvlUe are suf- 
0ctentty at the bottom of it ; iuiwevt-r, I will wriie to 
you more at large. M. Boulllers has Udloii ,i loan since 
his death: the mrcuinstance was ilii^: they were 
carrying him about'a league fiotn Ihiotfh rs to inter 
him; KHe corpse was fni a bier in a coach; ins own 
comle attcnileci it: the coach overset, and the l)ier fall¬ 
ing apoii the curate’s neck choaked him. Vesierday 
there was another person ovMit|ia$ In returning in liis 
coach from St. Germain, and the s)iot. 

Madame Scarron sups with d^oat^very e\ening, 
and is most agreeable conipi^^pon .iilt^iinii)ii‘- She 
takes great*dt‘ligttt in playinggwkll^^j^^ girl; ami 
thinks her rather jp^jafei Li htn otbs^isfk 'Ihe littla 
creature yesterday e43i(e£l^abb^ T$ia her papa: he 
dented ilie rt latiunship.i^^Wji^aptll^im^^ reanons, and 
we be*ie4ieJ him. ■'Ijpmjaice you, 1 told you 

so many things^ that 1 tilts' thmre nnitiing 

left to say to you hSn^s. I assure you that I Khotdd 
be at no Urns fur a Vfere 1 to fd)| you all my 


ofthio 

<l<- (^rombrrt:. 


nvkfqim <!« Maiol!<*<t,*' 

nf ati illiioriou'- hbow in GeManj.^:«NMie seSlbe -.vijS; of C Uirtm ^ 
C'hvn, iiian(uii of ffciir^'dHb. 

* 'fliia acqj|^||K ^vc bietb to tf'lUil# ^ islicd, Th« 

CiuMc saa^'pSd 
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i.i:tter CLXXxrv. 

TO THE SAME. 

Lhrri,Tufsda}y M.uch 1, 1673> 

1 BEoiN my letter tn-day, my dear child, it being Shrove- 
Tuesday, and shall finish ii to-moiTow. If you arc at 
;$t. Mar) \ I am at onr ahb^\>, who has been a little 
indispotied for these two days: it is nut enough to create 
alarm, but I had lather he were i]uite well. IVIadame de 
Coulanges, and madameScarron^.would fain have taken 
tnc with them to Vincennes ;>aiid M. de la Rochefou- 
cauli wanted me to come to his house to hear Molierc 
read one of his plays; but, in truth, I refused it ail 
with a gnat deal of pleasure: and here am 1 at my 
duty, writing to yoil.with a mixture of joy and grief: 
indeed it is a loog time since I wrote to you. So you 
are retired tu SjU Marla's I resolved not to lose a particle 
of the grief you a^ m for the death of the poor cheva¬ 
lier : you are for indulging its full extent, without 
having any thing to call yon off. This application to 
sorrow, this end^funr to makp the most of affliction, 
savours of one who is not so much coDccmcd as an^ 
other would be W have occasion fibr sorrow. 1 appeal 
to your own heart. 

1 find you have gone through the riot of the Carnival 
wtdiout any accident: guard yoonMlf firoin the hifiec- 
tionof the sotall-pAX: 1 fear %LJOn more than you 
do for yours^ de ^ 

true she can como to Pgris» Im et^ with me last 
]|geBr ivas entirely set asidd by my grief at losing you. 
ftpee then, my doar child, you have heca every u here, 
&yott say, except to Pans. Your fbASetioos open 
are |d(NMtnt: bad they bt^ made by Bourda- 
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ioiie* bQ the world would heard of them. Your 
* wonders do not nia|c|j^|0‘|^:eat a nuise: Tiie misny qf 
bliSi** is so chantiili^l^i^d that we cannot too mucli 
admire a pen that can expre&s such tiiiiigi. You soy 
all that can be s.iid on the subjei l of hope ; and I am 
so much of your opinion, that I know not s^heilier 1 
ought lo go to Provence or not, so great is iny appre- 
*heiisioii of lieing obligetl lo leave it again. 1 already 
see how time will then gallop; I know its way: bat 
not withstanding tins tine rsflectioii, my heart joiiii ill 
the same conclusion with yours, and pants for nothing 
so earnestly the iiiumeiit of iiiy (iepuruiro from hence. 

I even flatter myself with the hope that sonietliitig or 
other may iiajipen that I may hvmg you hark with me; 
but there is no talking of tnese things at such a distance; 
he a^^ured, howeTcr^ that AO CjU^idfraiioii r»f hoese or 
goods shall weigh' liay. thlrig me : I have not a 
thought hut for you, tod iii nianner^l am to 

piriceed to get somewhat nearer to- you; this holds 
the iirsi filace in my mind; tldi^ follow at 

hazard. 

i have given your letters to the Fauxbourgs: they 
are adnnr.ibly well written, and M. deGrignui^a reflec¬ 
tion IS admin n by them all. We hATe often thought 
tin- same tinng, but you have given it e dreM fit So 
appear in public. I did not tell them your opinion of 
the ni.'iMm wuich you think r6M*Aiblet B song, though 1 
perfectly agree witb.yilli. 1 will endeavour to team 
whither any ihitfbigi^ was mcBiit, than the praise o|, 
fai. jy or the paiM|||^if «o, it it reptmant to* strict 
pi I isuphy ; if nj^Rjpii^nairm B>«learef Explanation. 

1 supped yostemy evening at Goiirville's: there were 
Rockwfoucaulty la Fayette, do Plessis, and Tooiwaii^ |U 


* Le oialhcor da boshsiir. 
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waiting the ardfal of thrlgiwgt l^jpip^ne; fapt the aer ^ 
vice of that master who is..1ib,to you boti- 
prevented him from joiiiing Ihifveit friends: he 'iias i 
great deal of business upf>n litiliands, tm account of the 
number of d)Kp;uches they are sending to all parts, and 
the great pi'eparatioiis that are making to begin the 
war. 

Tbe archbisiinp of Then louse * has bi on created si 
caiilinal ai Itoine; the news came in'-! as M. de I.Ron f 
was in cxprcraiiuii m this ditritiiy Inisivrlf, wbichisa 
groat grief to bis fri«nds. Tiiey conti-nd, that M. do 
l«aoii has s.icntiiMl Ins own intt'rest> ut tbe stTvice of 


the king, and tiiul, lutlier than l)ttra\ tlii»s('of his coun-> 
try. Ilf has .slighted tMiwhiia! Allien, \sho in rtturii has 
served liini this trick<: they are in hopes he may yet 
have Ins i.mk ; but it be a long tune first, and it 
j.s aiw.iy.s di-.ij^reeabj^^ he m exj^ctation. 

‘ JJiiisi^ide Mtiil,' h 0ihlnnk jfic^arid\ enough, tiiat 
the c i I \ ihi r de ^gmine's return would be a suhpci of 
jo\ to his frieiul9«;ii&ldf sorrow to his creatuit s ; fr,r 
Moi i>iu‘ I them remained faitiiful to him during his 
di.sgraee. 

,J k'>ow, from good aulboiity, that it depends wholly 
on I's to have a peace. 'I he tpieen of Spain’s riiiswer 
W.4.S iM»l io positive as was n ported : she oiil\ ch c l.irt<I, 
tliat ‘h» would abide by lii treaty of p» act, wlneh ad¬ 
mits of htr ahsi.stiiig htr a las wbent ver they stand in 
need ol her asM^tance* It is^jlw same with regard to 
l*ottuLMiesc: they have assi<^t the 

hut witi out give It hand : this is 

iho whole aimii : if we insist wli||j|^^r signing all is 

* IVtrr l*i*iu nf riwaiita •rclll^lhap of Naihoru'.r. 
v-'f C.^^ifirrF'tiff's, bi«hopof i«oii : he wan raritin.! !>;-ut 


Ihtly Miu Lc had L«.«ii cardinal in j-tJa lioin the Anpusi uP 

jear. 


85 


MADAMS be. ftiviGlSk' 

ii vre do Dot* hinro peaco» protided 

c iniardi Ue Time will 

cit'dt* up ttll this. thy dearest and best bc^ 

Wed child; I oih hfrhid ytnu' i^ieut Utve of solitode 
will injure your spifiTA and your eyc^, by fixing them 
loo much on the grouiidi in your deep fetrenex. 

ij:rn:!i n\xx\. 

WRITTEN CV MMMMK I. \ P\l. 

<»N if«»rF. 

What can pows*. yon, (Itclaivd MiCfnics of the great- 
fst blesfling of lift', uii<i ot tlic intiM u-uiUii p'l asiin s of 
the hcai'i c WIiAt <1< moil can have uisti^'aU-d v< >i to 
einplov your subtle lOiiids ni the A< rvitt* < f a h.id ra iser 
o N oij so Atroo^ u haired to hope, a« to itiioiiiici* 
tlir Ififii* Ilf pr ii'P, and of pubjic rAteno > < tf hIi ii sc( t, 
of \i It.il rolitiiMii can you In-, tiint von thus 

bo illy agiitiist lilt* opinion of tin* wise, an l the l.tw' of 
iio I ' How ran hopo, Itndy hopr, li..vi* iii|i'nti you, 
th.n you woubl bdiiisb it lio o sticidy, ami un- inlcr- 
tooiM <,>f tin* j;oo(l ? Wbai buh it in oonimon with the 
unruU p i^siotiA, and ikIm uitnis tloircs of ibe oi 'tiary ^ 
Why siioii (J you rofilouiid lawful pirti n*<ii.iis w lii i hi* 
till rical wi<>lips r wc tint winIi with » ti tin|': I tniiid, 

wbat we iic<tire with reason * Cl’hat iMiicrrif'S of spirit 
niakfs ym favour a ennse so alind to rbspair? 

r.io tui»ahnmin3MlleitM>nst«‘r,th^ j^hHfioiMtf tbe cowardly/ 
and iht' damned, MfiSw sfc* y<*ur minds miy to ren¬ 

der \oii iiie <idvq|p|pibf so Hreadiiii anVpinion? Arc 
VMii iii,r aw'.iie thtSwWtflhhting the ric< s, you quarrel 
lAitb toe wh'l^h hope ia tlic in >^1 nohle and 

liie inost^usetiil' What c.ni ic ilonc vvitiio it hup^ (s 
there any^fMItaen ul life luio which it does not 
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Even in condeMliiiig tt« hate mqI you yoarselves the 
h(»pt: that yon ahall convince na of the troth oi your 
(loctiine, and gain our admiration, by the bt*aL«.v of 
your letter*, and the novelty of your reasoning ^ if you 
do not aocceed, the fault js in the cause you uiaintam, 
and not in your hope. Hofie is iii itself all lovely and 
good; it ciiriobios the heart of the virtuous, sire ngthens 
that of the and injure* none but tot U, who only 

makt use of it to decene themsehe's, and to aerve the 
vanity of tlun disi^ns Hope >s, iii siiort, the gridteat 
blessing of iht* miserable. What can it havt clone to 
you, that yon thus abuse it ^ or ntlur, what has the 
whole human race done to you, tint you would dejune 
us of a blehsing uIim li neitliir tyranny nor ni'sfortunc 
has been able to vMtsi from the uiihappv ^ Hope has 
always p ivul the w.iy to gloi v ; and thtic is hcarcely 
a litro, .Hid \\c can boast of iii.iiiy < ven in the pusent 
day, who has seen his vitturics exceed the bouiidaiy of 
hit hopes. It IS allowable to measure our hope by our 
courage ; it la noble to pusene it throuah every ciiiTi- 
culty i but if IS equally noble to bear lU entire destruc¬ 
tion, with the same fortitude with which it was con* 
Ctived. Suflt r U4 then to hope, since it i* a blessing of 
which yon cannot depnve us. iiistrmt us, if you will, 
to rc'guiate our wishes; teach os to select our desires ; 
but permit us to lonsole ourselves in our disappoint¬ 
ment with the satisfaction that our hopes were well 
founded. The ldf|^«fi long-expected good is but the 
Krief of a day ; s f hffga * the hope ef pobseming it, has 
been the coiij||fort of many year% end the charm of a 
tbeusand delightful hours. then revile thia 

divine and cherished passKP. Efh.9^ * or not, its 
merij>i the same; waA whalerar JSM a|ay say. meagre 
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. tetter than robust despair. The outrage that 

* ^ d to it yesterday in the presence of the most 

illuMnOus of itH kau paititans (muigf'tvr^) in France^ 
has noi 'iij'iied its fain**; and despair^ ftft and plump 
as It is U‘piesente<1 td uh, has made no tnipretoTon upon 
tny iitMit. I Know not whether Judas was fat or lean* 
'^h( '^riiptui('>> dial leturd his despair do not nu'iition 
his CO ( tilency. Ue his as it may, it is eertain that he 
handed hims if for want of hope. His example is not 
a gttoii oiti;; aod in spite of all yoor ar}(;oiiK'nts, 1 shall 
contiiiMc to hope duiiiiL; my whole tifei and wlU ncrer 
h.ui^ myself. ^ 


1 .LI n:it cLxwvi. 

rUwM M\DAME Db 10 M\0\MI l>^ GllI'.WN. 

I'lrit, 'i 1**8 a%, Marph 4, H 7 », 

Vou say then, niy d^ar rhiM, tt.al y*>»» ruimoi p >‘«sihly 
k( ep li.itn'd alive ^r* You are light: it is much 

the saim wiili me; tmt then ltochs v hat I d > instead of 
it: why I lovi .i«> <irdt fitly, and fir as long aMimt, a <*er* 
tain |>ersoii that yoM Kn< w Yo» 'Tein toehaml ii vour** 
self to a in‘gli,^eiue that gives ^e gr* ti eonrem. You 
seldom want an p\rt''»e foi it. It i** so itiUi h your natu¬ 
ral inclination; hur, you kiiok I <> a.ivs hnind fault 
with )ou for it, and that I Joso Om might make 

an ( xctlieiit peis nage of niadaiiie do rVi »*nov amt you; 
both of you nia init> e\iieiiic^; rertain y yours maj 
better be borm with than hti**, hiii; it issIM ae extren|e. 
I wotidcr sonii'tinm at the ii* oiy nothings that drop IrOAl 
iny pen ; I neve* curb it; hut am extreiuflv hapfiy that 
i'lch trifles amnso • vju. Triey would i»e very dnlb^ree- 
able to many pc ipk ; but 1 beg you will nut regre^ho 
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want of iheoilpheii you haxr m( \Mth you« or 1 shaJy 
grow jealous uf my 

Thi* dinner lha» M. di' V.ihvfure nnireU 

eclipsed ouri«. not for the •(Uantitv, hot t vk n i rijit> 
of the dishet My dear < In id, h<>» \ uu Itx k ' Madame 
de la Fayette udi Icold you itlu ui nn k \ 1 <>i t«oil’s 

•ake dress your head to.morrin^ . excesM\* nep^hgen^i 
tclipscs beauty, and >ou CArrv your ^adue^s bejond all 
bounds, I have made your t'oiii|dimeins: «hose that 
are St'Ol you in return suipas- the numi>er oi the j»tais. 
Aprojioi of^ftara. "l,a<fOUinIh u« the other day at 
mad. do St Los^i nbo has just lost i»er «*ld p-^pe I.a 
Cooirille, among other things, u ic talkinu nt htr«r^u 
that her star dM this md her Mar did that; at lei gth 
Sfpriis, whon.is ilitre, rousing liimct If as if ix Iwid 
been ttsletp, said to hei, ** iJo you think then, in tdam, 
that you have a Mar to your'in*|f> 1 hear people < mtv 
where miking about their stars. M hy, theie are but 
a thousand and ««^entv*two in all; and do you siippost 
out of so Hm’ilt a number etcrv one cn'i I a^c a star to 
himwif’’* fie said this uith so much huiiioui, and yet 
with ^o grate a face, that it put an <nd to thtir sorrow 
in an instant Yoni Uiiers nert given to nutd. di Yau- 
demon! hv (PH.o (juevdle. 'lo tell yon ti.i truth, I see 
him tery seldom new ^Oreat fi«h swallow up the little 
oats, von know FaiWill, in\ drarest love* 1 am 
getting Hajit/«ipd lOi Foiitaine’e fables, to send you for 
your amuaeme*^ M. de la Fm ht foncaMlt giv<.> his 
"^axim the oiil.mited which y<>ur plnhtsophs cm- 
F^i^ielus would not have been of his opinion 


• || It a<eaMen ia Fneev $ut wle of qutXtv to }; th* ir .crv r«i 
ani nmsyiaiv^ thm .asm choosilt^ a* l<a fVur (dpwerI, n 
(inramiat, It Tlie ksse e w atm nw i aimt <k Otunlti »a* 
rs&rdfis ilc 
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I ' nil >\Me. 

Fam, U MtncfJny*veiung:» MatHi 9» 1673 « 

IALK to u) uu uifjie r>i liiy letti i I LNHMS^^rh yotij my 
^htkl. I liave joai tr<fc«iv<^ one troiif y^o (hat c dirrie^ 
every thing bitlu’-e it; it 19 lovely* brUliiui^ t ill of 
ideas aiul full uf aUeeti u the styli >» mi jM»t Mid coti- 
ciae, that ft cannot (alt < [»tcastng Id the biyhmt degree 
even withoui )«>viog ^ un aa I do. I fhthtid teU yoa how 
much youi letters delight me oftonef tbim I do^ were it 
not for the fear of being tiresome; hd^ whether I tell 
yu I sri or not« be assort I am always del^gblcd with 
them Mad*^dc Coulanges is equally so with some pas¬ 
sages 1 showed her. and which it was impossible to keep 
to myself: there is a vfin of good humour and spright- 
liness that runs through the n hole, and gives it a fine 
i fleet. . 

You were for a josg^Umo quite boned m melanc holy. 
1 was very uneasy gt It, but I iiiid tlie game of the 
goose has you as it did^'*^ Greeks. By the 

by, I wish you had ngfor pfawd at any other game: 
a continual rail oC HIS$|iKlt lovery provoking bnd dis* 
agreeable: th le Is 00 bcallikiol tin constant huB 
ot fortune: the supcriollity of ^ tr ui^ thoog^on 
invtal concerns, nevdF fiplls |U nw^^oor vam^^ pfid 
give vexation ; as Naeole aduftttlp^iVfiMf^ti* *J iii 
% er\ angr\ w ith lortonc;, and im ntom ibah evar cgii- 
iini <1 ot tier blindaesi^ by the mamsSS filwhidk (ife 

tl «* t t itvti }OU. 

\ou want to know thhf iMb of 

V* Ki^ii 1 ipoke to \ ou tim odklll^'l^l^ In pnnink he 
* if't on all occjAicMls lo dhdy mt to alfirct an air of 
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great indiflefeiloe» wlilt ii a <<.urr rinr' <if tfu coii'r wj 
the opinioit'iif those wliu i^i* \ >\ ii n t. • ^ n« 
the public v'trice: an entin "n i i< n i i 1 1 nioi' mi hi 
the globular inftchine: a neglK t ot c < > i u \ i«»iM i ms 
to attend to a single one: a l h hiI i ^tiig old 
|)coplef who are tohioltsh at to b' ) > ' ' “ >) 

nonsense! thejr nxist be i^khs! Ioois j 'ud irith a 
yooug%%onian too! \ery pretty indeed! it would be* 
coDu me mighty well 1 1 had rather break both luy 
arms and legs.’* And then e c make answer intemsdly : 
'* Indeed what you say is %< i\ tt-ue; but, ibr all tliatf 
3 rou are in lore; you tell uh a)i these 6n things your 
reflections aredoubUe((< rny just, vary (me, very tor- 
meiiting; but j^r alt tha|g| yn& are in lore; reason ts 
on \ our side» hut leye ts'itrenger thin re.ison, .it the 
laine time you arc siekt you weep, you are put ( f hu¬ 
mour, and you pre in love.^' If you should drire M. 
de Veiice * to this pass, I desire, my dear, you wilt 
make me your confidante. In themean while, you can¬ 
not hare a more agreeable ac<|aaili!3mco. He is a pre¬ 
late of diftiiiguished yndswttim^llgaiid merit; and one 
of the greatest geniuses of bis Vou have cdtnired 
bis rerses; eiyoy Mti prQ|e j he excels equally in both, 
and deserves to be ranku in tbe number of your friends. 
You velry ple.i^antty qiHte ^fgample of the lady, 
who took pti i in tumng the hiads of all the monks 
that came in Ii*t ujAt»t‘'bui'II wonld be a mut h jnore 
gl^icMis thing Ihw hy M. de Vence, who 

is swCsmous foifm mondimss, clearness, and excellence 
of diis. In hhb you m iv ss} you have found a real 
lljeAmre in Provence : make the most ot this, and trust 
to fiagtiiia for the mat, 

you, fiiy dem* childb |o send roe your picture, 
AuU'uaj deGfksie,^iufaap dT Vrnce sud Graaie. 
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VA*..' ’••»« •«*1. bavf 11 i>iimlei>i lo" tlir 

^ fnr me till I cwne to yw; f«r 1 
, ,, j..»orry to leave it iiW: t» ^ niy wl- 

• -.V. '>■* thfs “‘'at ac<*P^ ®f.¥ jpiwnt fjom 

me tba«i<'aerpa»e» oil pretenw p»»W pt**®***' *'* *** 

come: tii. i« not saymg,Wp mocli|;fo» it t» e pearl 
■neck loce worth mlve iho^id crowns! « j«rse soni, 
v<Ai wai ray} biH#ot «!»(>• iheii le^wtH|»g to 
•low im ypu. In khoHeVjwni'ne, it w*1l. vBPfth <»• “<»• 
•crve bow hqMttifuIly it is veii .end then lell me wwat 
yon^k ^or «. li> the finm tew i iw. end bu 
been ‘gn^ly edmir^'here!_ 1 bed it'ftoift'tbe Vtnetimi 
embeaiedor, our btteiierj^t^. «^o is.dwtl, i bw 
sent yooe book by;.^ 

I iln not iniagineitis e-BMWeiwt Mbill "* 

the trouble of -ending y& ia Fontwno’i t'eblesi which 
are.hot y 00 efilfjudiJeiiw fOiirteJlr. 

Vou are a dear creawre, aOt to be with child; hot 
vou aeem lo have lboog% ih^ way. Which make me 
iremble. Yo«rbea#Ji4l!«Wir»***»»'V,!«"^^^ 
becou e it ia uselew to.iwfe. -Vm «y >»*“ “ “ “ 

».ll*o be with child a* tot, It <•.'»« twosement, A 
line reason indeed! bof.'fcr |fc»»>ids sake, my ‘■biW. 
coniider that it ia oita^y dasudrfng yoor bcaltb, and 

vour life, r, ■ . ' i- t 

■ We do all in oSr 8”? ’ 

Corneille has read oiVife 

be brouijlit out. It puiw nip Iday mind of me 

i>c.tiilie8 of tlie aiicictitts Moliure ® 


■ ■ ■ 'V 1i^ hsH fm; i «*> Riwtt il# Oiunp^ 

..1.. 7-«-‘ biw,. •. Ii. 1 » « wnwty of I ^wdfnw 

M .M'i died iher-! UiC lujh ai 

«» lit dl* 
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. 'I'rUtoiin which fxiu'nu-ly ilivi-rtinp; ami Df^prt- 
aax will^ve Mn^ b» l^utrin ami An <tf Ptn't> \ t^r*. ‘ 

hi all we can do forlilni. il<* lovci you (^rt ly, :i.)t 
often talks of you to tiie, and we ^^Idntn fiiul niowl' .-s 
so ready finish your as we arc to br^m ihim. 

Boti alas! when we refli^ctlliaiour dear ch id Ins been 
to cruelly lorn from Ot, is capable « f comfort¬ 

ing u«: Hit for ine,*i "tbiwldl he rerf torry to be com¬ 
forted : I jpeitbet pride tnytelf on eouragit nor pliiloso- 
l>by; hut simply ibliow where my heart teucU tbhweV' 
U wet taid ihu other day# and 1 brieve I told yi^ that 
^ the true sign of e^goOd heart wasiia capacity fbrloving: 
if^thit rule ta^uat; .! aml^eOoa^ penon of great con- 
aequeiK^, and #l|ukt ^ Itot o l^iltll^vaiii, had 1 not a 
tb^ahd me hmi^ijt.. ^ 

Adheidiir* 1 believe, lore^ me well ciiouc^; but he 
heart too gaaet a Italred io the hiabop» and to do you 
M well. This U owii^<lo the life yon Wed. Were 
yon here, you would liot hiMe ^me td do It. M. de 
hat thowii^me eineinem be haa 

corrected and idtered* ahdir^ whicii wfil work mi- 
rnclca. Trust whedty to him]; you ha#h ndthtn^^lo do 
but to tend himj^hatover you tlnhk proper, without 
being in the Watt a|lbf»hctMife Uiti' he Will suflibr any 
thing to go out af ,,li |lwii d t|^l he \m made it perfect. 
In every thing thil c#me^|;^"y<MI,^%bere it a liuW air 
of impetuosity, ih4%^ mark of the workman, 

like*Busan's 

Here is'^\^ecb of news Ibf you: attind to me. 


* A (iiaiacteru* die of the Lcanird Lidir«, fL'i 

TheW t«0 titult Wtl ai:i thru atun^d '‘r U'Xice uf t*' rr<-i<.ua 
Ih^j • 

hi. log in ■» hi* picturr. 
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iino kin!{ lias given Uio iiu">sii*ur'i de CharM to viltidcr* 

E ihiir he will make them dukea niul pi its of France; 

say^ ihoy are iintncdiatety to hare the ho- 
ul'lhc Louvre, with 4111 aa.«urnncc of (lie first Rcata 
III parliaroent that are cli»|«o$ci) ci*. The U made 
!truceti.iiit->ji iii ral uf Picardy, a place; which lias long 
Ifccii \aca:ii, with a pnisioii ofhNenty thousand Irancs, 
.iiid*t\vo hundred thousand francs mure nhicli he is to 

4 

icccive of M. lluias, for the place of captain of the 

,^QTdes de corps, which he and his father are to resign in 

Itis favour. Tiiiiik of this and tell me, if Duras does not 

very fortunate to* you. This place, for the con* 

I'.deiiee it implies and the honour of being constantly 

•hout tiie king's person, is inestjpinblfr,. While it is his 

turn i<» be in w iitUig, ho will fellow the king to the 

: liV, and have the whole command of the household. 

« 

Wt* hoar of nothing but war, and you may judge how 
• iisigreeahte the subject is to..<rme. There are some 
people here almanack-in.'ikers, who pretend to know 
l•i;^lectly how matters will go; but 1 fancy they will 
'.ml iht niselve.H deceived this campaign. All 1 ^lope is, 
ti.the cavalry will not he exposed in any of the 
^•eges in lloUatid: however, we rnuM*Hive to see the 
• '.jud di'i|}eised. I have seen theraian]Ufs de Vence, 
'id lie looked so young, tltat 1 atkifa him how his mam- 
> a did. Cmildfi^fCS imt me right; nnd cardinal de Retz 
1 hanged conversation by taikiii^ of you. 1 am al- 
' lys wtsbii!^ for .\dhemar to ri^piat to 'Ore again how 
' • 4 h you l<4\c nil'. You ri^-'^rc me yotirsm^ that it is 
wit!. I u»*:,'rer of teii>lf*ni".*» iinhwcrable to mine. If I 
.tin not cont'-nted with liua, surely 1 am very baid to 
Im* f It 1. ^ • 

1 ii.f. pist receivc i }«)ur letter of Aifa,*^«d|wsday: 
indeed, m\ child, \ ju quite eoibanmi me with your. 
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' commlMidation anil thanks. Tlnii ]<( on’y putting inr in, 
miiul of what I would do for you, .uid inakcA nicy^9 
that it is no liitlf in niy power to satisfy luy in^'iirfTtioill 
Would I could so load you utili liotudits, as to ohb^^ 
you to hrf'hmc Oh;:rairriil; f«ir, as wo have fuiil, 
that is the only ihirr^ that is left w In n one has hern mi 
ini.'rh t'hliged i\* to !m- jui longer ahlr to niakr a ri tuin 
but, ala^' I am not hippy enongh to reduce yoi^ to 
such a strait. Vour thanks are more than siiirtcicnt lo 
repay all I can do. How ani;<ihle you are, and how 
pietisautly yon express yourseit upon the subject! Hut 
now about this breland*, wti.n a tolly i.s it to lose 
so mtreh niuiu'y at such a rascally game ! It has been 
banislicd from us for a downright cui-throat. We do 
things in a more aerknis manner.' You fday agaios: all 
chance; you lose for ever; take m}” advice, and do 
not continue it: consider it is throwing money away 
without having any anuiscBirnl for it; on the < ontrary. 
yOu have paid 5 or OCKX) francs to be the mi re dupe of 
fortune. Hut 1 am rather too warm, my dear, and must 
say withTarUifle, ** ’tis thiough excess of seal.** And 
now I mention plays, here is Bajazet for you: if i couM 
send you Champm^ee at the same time, you woold find 
more beauties in it/Vor without this actress the piece 
loses half its nierit.^1 am mad after Corneille: he is 
going to give us Pui^beria, where we shall trice 

Ls nuin f|iu wtjtmna 

Li^oft du gr»»il Fam|>^ ct f une dt ( ii.t^ f. 

In short, c^y thing must bow to his saperior genius, 
ifere is Fontaine's fable too on tiie adventure of M. de 
Boufficis'o curate, who was killed in the coach bv bis 

m 

• AgUMOfClHs. 

f The Mine grent haad, that «ttb tuch ibmcUtm ut 
Pve« Bnnpr j's 4ntb, and painted Ciana's hearr. 
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,!c iirf' p.'xtijni \ 1 1)1 u‘ so iKi (iiir? vf) \ exiraonli* 

‘IV in thf .«fi nr iiscif: the lahlr »■ |>rM?y ; Utit not 
iV.- MiniparcU vviiii the oiu* that fnlloo it . i il j not 
! ml the Milk-pot 

^TiIisjULiitly lM*ar Irummy p*‘ 'r Imy', 'fN' ‘ 

me i:i< iy ‘ ni ilie hrvt p. '.«(■, mi his account, aid 
I. < :i (III .irc mtii nl' snrae ciiui^, tiiat I have u crc ii 
i«. iiJ lor. M t.i.iinede Vamh inont al Antwerp, .nid 
■ • ms to ha\«-no i!i-ii;n of reluming; her husband is 
agamst u.s. Madame do ('mirrelUs J will he on the tcl- 
iette soon: 1 do not know whether hln* will t<tuch lh<! 
ridaniahliiie iK'uri of nions. d'Av.iux § iii ih.ii >itmilioii, 
hut hitherto he iius been JM severe to her m prison, a-s 
h( w’iis 111 his reply. My dear child, 1 know no houndn 
to my wi -ting, and 3 ret i must pul an end to it at last: 
wilt u I wnte to other propie, 1 care not liow soon I 
htre done; but 1 love nothing so well as to write, to 
you. 1 have a thuusatul good wishes for you from M* 
Kochefoucault, our cardinal, Banllon, and espeeially 
from iiiadaiue Scarron, who knows perfectly welt how 
to please me by praising you. Siie admires you un¬ 
lit-jiidedly. As for M. Couiangrs and bis wife, tlic 
abbe, niy aunt, my cou&in. La Mjtpsse, there is but 
one cry aniongot them, and that/( to remember them 
to you ; but i am not at all in a humour to make lita« 
nie>; there are many even nowahat I have forgotten : 
but this is enough to last for a long lime. I continue 
still \ery fond of ray dear little girl, notwithsiandtiig her 
brother is such a beauty. ^ 

• Sr« FJ li- XI. of Biiuk VII. p. )4. PMk ediJU of 1740. 

f Another fsiMi* of Li FoouinrV f'Lt pi4 m Un(/f ihr mold of 
vhirh h tW came with thr furrgoing. bsr Kati. X, of llooli Vli.^ tk« 
Minr rdr.inn, 

Z S-»e ttu' Lrttrr of 26 h February, 1671* 

) The iHretHkiK dc Mtioeft, fathn of ths chief pretitkoi of ihs^' 


riMoc. 
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LETTER CUOacVUL. 

-lo THE SAME. 

T^l4ly FriJar* Mirrl* 11, 1 l72. 

I HAVR miiileriaken lo>(Kiy to irrlte you ihr shnitcst let¬ 
ter that <4er was vvr|ttrji: \ve Tfu* reason <1* 

my WtKliii s(.by*a so immoih rutely long is 

this, that I rereive onr of yours Mondays; f imino* 
diately sit down to ans\N*er it; I beg|in it;' and lay it by 
again. 'I'uesfl.iy, if any busiltcs*- or m ws priscnts it- 
0eU« 1 resume my letter, to\nu nrcnunl of 
»wbat pus.ses. ' WediMKlaj^, I ^noilw^t K tti i irru]! 

you^ l have timt to anasaer, and tb^il^’io o^nciude. Ail 
this, yoii sec. must nrressarily make a little Ajlumo. 
Sometimes too a ‘>iingular thing happens, niui that 
is, that, forgetting what 1 have thid you in ibr 1 a gin- 
ningof my letter, 1 write the same thing aixain at the 
for I never read my letter over till I havi quite 
It; and when 1 B.nd thestupidVfpeiitions 1 have 
made^ I make'such fiit»ifet my.Tf'if as wnultl frghten 
yoa; but that ia alV^'C it is thf-n too hte to think of 
. elterifig it, and so f Imit go aslft is, and make up ;ny 
jiacket. l^tdU you this, oifeee |br all, that y ui may 
know how to excuse ihi^ invtaliife*«f dcftage, wh» n you 
meet with it again. MademoiieWe de Mcri b ■ - sent 
you some of thie prctiiisi shoes m the worM; 1 observ¬ 
ed one pair, smoag the rr=.t, so very small, that'^hey 
seem tit for noflitli|[iMit to kivp cue’s bni in. l)o you 
remember htttv you laughed at this m me evening r 
VAnd now, 0f dtdr child, 1 d("-'iT y>u vmU •ct be at 
the pains of thanking roe fo*' «4.l my ^^ood unl^ilur>>, 
^or for overy little uiflq I send you; but rellict upon 
the printed that acUia|es me ; pa'^oioiiptc lo t and ten- 
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Jt.iicsv is not ropiid ihaiik<i: consuli yoQr hearty 
uiiil It will tr.n It you ot'u r ways of Ix-in;,- "raloliil. 1 
lij^rstpii tiic cliLvaliPi* and thc-ahlir \:illu*lK*: 1 nni 
becoim* a Pi'ovinrvii'; 1 opinlv avow* o ; and all llw' 
au* jcaloii'^. rarc'Wrll, iii\ lo\ef 1 I'niry you 
knii\v'*li<'W iHily 1 am wlihooi. my trlUn^ you 

-o aiul tor that reason I re«fi1vcf| nut to v rite a 
U*t!( r this lime; thnngii, il' I luu w any thinff that 
wuuhl diicii \i>u, I.should re.rtaiirriy 6dd it; for lihoiitd 
t.iLt.' no pN a-'iiro in adhorlii;; ton suietly to thi« 1'«Hi|i<,h 

nt'-uiiii loij. 


i.i.rm: <'TA\\i\. 

TO me <\MK. 


^•>0 talk to me of in\ depaptuM*: ;daHl my drar, 1 
languish in the pleading hope of i>; nothing imwiitopn 
nir, but my pour aunt wliu ih dying with violent pfiin 
and di'ops\ : it breaks my heart to mk- Iter stilieriiigit* 
au>l to hear the tender and aQeciing maittier in which 
she t.'iiks to iHi*: her courage, patirnce, and resignation, 
are all together admifldlJe. Moi!6. d'flacipietrille and I 
o.h.'i i\'i‘ her di.steniperyfrom day to dayy he sees my 
iiimo'.t heart, aqd.hopiiiiiwbat grief ir 14 to me not to be 
at liberty at present: I am eniin ly unided by him, and 
we aliali nee between this and lvas««'r, wbether'ber dis* 
r.rdec increases as much a-i it has done since I came hi* 
tner^. it it dues, she will du* in oiU’*arais: hut if she 
receives any relii aiiil U likely to languish finuany 
length of tune, 1 2 ,liall then ••el out ait bfimiitias M.*de 
C'<eu!an.'es curac.c hack. tJur poor abbe is arvexed at 


Hciirirua dc Ovuiar^es, laai.hkiueij dc bTsb' 


voi 
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this as niysclt i but we shall be alili* h» how it 

will turn out by next month. [ t in think of notbiiK 
else: you caiitioL wish to sec me so iiiulIi as I do to 
embrace you; so put some bouiuU to your ambition, 
and do not hope ever to equal me in that respect. 

JVIy son tells n)e, they i'ad a wretched life iii'^»er- 
many, and are workin^j^ all in the dark. He was i^reutly 
concerned at the death of the poor chevulie r. You ask 
me it 1 nin as fond ot life as ever: I must own to.vuu, 
that I experience mortiBcations, and severe oius too; 
but 1 am still mihappy at the thoughts of death : 1 con¬ 
sider it so great a inisforfune to sec the terminatinii of 
all my pursuits, that 1 should desire nothing better, if 
it were practicable, than to begin life again. I find my¬ 
self engaged in a s<'ene of confusion and trouble: 1 was 
embarked in life without mv own consent, andknow ] must 
leave it again: that distracts me ; for how shall 1 leave it r 
in what manner ? bywhntdoorr aswhattrmi ? in what 
disposition? Am I to snfl^r n tfaii^usand ^tns and tor¬ 
ments that will make me die iir a state of de'pair? 


Shall 1 lose my senses ? Ani I to die* by some sudden 
accMWnt? How shall I aland whh What shall 

1 hiive to oBfer to him ^ " Will fear^and necessity make 
«iy peace w iih him Stilhll I have no other aeuiiment, 
but that of tear? What have | to hope? Am I wor¬ 
thy of heaven ? Or have I dc^tfl^i^the^rments of hell ? 
Dreadful alternative! Alamiirigunceirtaiiity ! Can there 
be greater madness than to place one eternal rals^ation 
HI uncertainty ? Yet what is more natural, or can be 
more easily accounted for, than the rooli.<h manner in 
,«^vhich I have spent my life r 1 am frequently buried 
lMiougl)|t of Ibis nature, and then drath appears so 
^^remdful to me, that 1 h.iic life more C r leading rac to 
tliia 1 do for all the thorns that art- strewed in its 
;^y. Jfol will a^k me the!*, if 1 would wish to live 


I 
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tor ever r I'ai' from ii; hut if I had bveii cwasultedp 1 
wxmlii vri V f^ladly have died in iiiy iiursc’d arms; it 
Mould iiave spared me many vexauuns, aiicl would hare 
insured tieaven to me at a voiy easy raio: but let ui 
«.Tilk ot* something else. • 

lyTiii <|ijite provoked that you have rreoived Ikijazet 
fi^iii any hand hut mine: liiat telhnv Barbiii* hat 
"^erst'd me this trick, out of '•pile, because 1 do not • 
write rtinccs>e!» ot' Cievea and Montpvnsier f, You 
form a very jnst and true judgement of Baiazot, and 
you will find that 1 ani of 3 'oiir opinion : 1 wish 1 could 
iieiid you Champm^dee to enliven it a little. The cha¬ 
racter of Bajazel wants life, and the nianittn of the 
Turks are ill preserved: their marriages have less ce- * 
remoiiv'; the plot is badly fnaiiaged; Hid vne are at a 
lo.-^ to arcoimt for so much slaughter: the pitac has 
doubtless its beauties; but there is nothing superlative; 
nothing |>«*rfect; none of fine strokes, that, like 

C<imeilit!a» iiain oi|^ IrtmUe. Let us be cautious bow 
wc compale Uucini(;»with him; the difference between 
them is great;'the jfNMe of the latter ore in many 
placet ooUl and freWOti uor .^1 he ever be able to sur¬ 
pass hit Alexander mid Aodiromaohe. Many person! 
consider ^^iaee!.im|q 9 |srior!lo tifiih these, and it is my 
opinion alao^ if I to give it. liacine't 

plays Mfn.wil|iili^|^f|kW !>td not for posteri- 

4 ; wheiinfer^ "|y n w"s old aad erases to bo in love, 
it fviil^^eaen wiMafaer 1 am mi«tak<‘ii or not. Long 
live then our old frwnd CorneiiU*; let at fitrgivethe bad 


* A borjkvdlcref llial itninr. 

f Two r'lniaiic t i«riiiieii i»y iiuciaiiu: dc U FsyttCp ky wliicii Bartiin 

gf»* .■» goal cita! tJ 

* llif rv< lit liii pr -1 !>v Midtrikt'i'*'', snJ AiIisImIi, tlut^ 

tj** ju'lg'ttttw paitook of the prrju'IiiL- ol' lue Umes 
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lines ur oi'r:isionaHy meet m iiIi Tor the ••.ike of th<.-,r 
diviiif sallies that so often transpori u.**, tlio^c ina^ierly 
Strokes tiiat hid defiaiioe to iirntation. ])e^|)reaux has 
said as iniicli before me; and it i> in general the opi* 
niun of every cnc of good taste; let ns therefore main¬ 
tain It. \ 

1 send you a ssitticism of niadanie de (.'ornuri’x, wlii^ ii 
has highly diverted tl'.e croud. Voting 'ronilujn- 
ncau hail qniHed the long robe, aii<l taken lo thejucktt 
and trousers: in short, he is resolvui to goto.vea; 1 
do not know in u hat way the land ha.s oliended him: 
however, somebody told niadame de ('urnuel that he 
was going tfi sea. I^ord bless the man !** said she, 
** has he been bitten by a mad dog.'" A-* this uas 
said offhand, it raised a great luugh. 

IMad^me de Cogrceiles is grcniiy embarrassed. Ail 
lier petilioiis have hec'U rejecied ; but she says she is 
still in hoin s that she shall have some favour shown her, 
as men are to be her jodgw. O^r coadjutor, for in¬ 
staller, would do nothing for her; you toll me he is at 
present occupied like St. Ambrose. I' tbink you may 
be very well salished th«l^||our ^ was niado alter his 
image and 

too; bot with att«d«e>(M)i«ilc« Jo'^be be«oty of the 
coadjutor, whero did the IHilir foMl^ 9!«^ lua handsome 
mouth, and mH 'fflc rest of I ^ffod, after 

all, he is like his sister; this rc simftl ii i OC poz/Jos me a 
gobd deal, 1 lore you dearly^ Rijr^hiM* WflOt being 
preignaiit; content yourself then with being usclessiy 
handmme, Hot the pleasure of not^heing continually dy¬ 
ing. I cannot pity you for bavitup no butter in Pro¬ 
vence, becjpise yon have ailmirdble <»il and excdlmt 
fish. All! my deai; 1 can easily ji'.d::^ how piople like 
^<^you must employ ihoir in^ am! thoughts among your 
Pcovensals; 1 should think of ffieni just as you do, and 
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jjity you tVom my soul for holng oblit’i'd to pass so 
many •»!’ the choicest \cnrs of your life amonf;-.! them* 

I am hii little tlesirous of niakiiipf a figure at voiir court 
in I’lovcnce, ami tornu’«l so just :i rrtiu'L'ption of 
It. tlfiUM \i!iat I Ivtkow lit that in HrUaiiy; (hat for the 
rrason tint, in h ss ilian ilircc* ilavs afu*r bring at 
•Vitii-, I w isiu-ri tV»r noihiMg ,0 imi« h as to icturn to my 
liocks, so I siilcni’ilv (li i-lan lo you 1(0’ '*olf uhjert of 
oiy lii-siri’ IS to p.iSf th<’ suirnui r with you >tt (irigrian, 
ni.l MO whore l•'s^^ Mv '>1. l/iunMHM* wiiir is at Ad- 
In iitars ; 1 stia!! have it lo-innri‘o\v: I thanked you for 
It long ago 111 my hi-art; that is \e ry ohligiiig, you will 
say. .M. ill* Laon i« viny well pleased at the manner 
III wiiicli he was made a cardinal. 1 aOi told that M. 
d'* Moiitaiisierin lalkiiv; dauphin ahout (he 

di'.Miity of enrdinal, luld him, that It depended entirely 
upon the pope, and th jf he li.al a mind to make a 
eardinal of a gro im, he fttlghi. Just at ihit instant 
CHuiinul llonzi entered; tiic datiphiri seeing him, asked 
liitn, if it w '-re trie i!ial the.pope.could make a groom 
a cardinal. IVl. ilc iknizi waa m liitle eurprised at first, 
till giieiiiiig t* e nffiiUf; he replic^tlwit dotibt^eee the 
po|m nii;^!hi in.ike ichoire of wliom"'t^phiased for that 
dirnity ; hut that he had ne\r r iieafo of bis holineM 
taking a stuhhs. 'I had this story 

trom the cardinal de llruidon. 

1 live 4 ia<l a great d^l « i' conversation 
d'L c/.; he will aci|iiaint yon wnh the ccmlereiiee be 
h. . ii.td too; It is afiadmirable oih»| his understanding 
•» iear, and his|rords, in gem r.tl, so WfirHiosen, 
ill..!: \ —v e- 4 nnot fill Ol li.iving great weight on ihf^se 
ofca‘i<>:i»; in short, lie .sjys and cloc> every thing well. 

* I* 

• III** il ’ • U" ^T Hi'a iiQif'oiilj alllhirvd Jiy e*' 'y f*nf lo bi* 

wfrU I .< • f Har.t'o or fitbrlioiMti Mkt h4i» vreti tt * bn* in th* 

‘ 0 ..iiio.'i ..r*» of ihfsiinuldiioii .it 

\ 



What was toid yvu of Jnr/c was reported, but not with 
any degree of ( erinirtty: tiiey pretend that the Indy'*! 
joy waa excessive on aceomit of the chevalier l<or- 
raine's return. *11 is rrported hkt'Wi.se, that the roimt 
*ile Guiche and mad. de Urin‘>:ic are so imicli at 
purposes with one anotlier, that tlicre need < f aii\n* 
Icrpreler hetwf en tlietn. Write a line or two to oni; 
irardlnal; ha ln\o.s you; the Kuixhourg ‘ loves you; 
and mad. ^^carron luifOs you ; *^he is lu pass her L.( iit 
here, and spends nhifost every evening with U'*. Il.ird- 
lon is here still : and would to heaMu. niy tlear child, 
that von were huff too ! 

w 
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Ihdib Wninestttty, M.tgcli 93, loji. 
Madame de Viliars, <’lra|)eluin, ami another person, arc 
charmed with your eaiuiiqipnts on higralHude : do not 
think Bie ridicalom; I4hiovv t#^«hoin I show these 
altoi t etttfaicta^.3||df hdlK^: whom l^iave to 

dbil witli, ijiirt alHIie 4iecessiliry preeautioiia of 

tinmaml piafit'} short, y^o have aometimes u 

delightful way eiP^nying thhappi me; 

1 know what 1 advance. I will read one day or other 
somhifasaagaato 3 patt that vajH^fA^lae yon; tspocially 
tha^wptDiogiytttibdc. 

I lillB yam llttlaidhiitory^:of thapainter e.vtrerncly + ; 

* Meaning fha duke ds dMi-niwI^ine <ic ‘a 

who lived lK>rh p^tlie r.ft^io«r^ ^ ut St. (.iiuiiiiii, ;.ikl !■> 

whitm nia^ianu' ^ Stfvjmi^MpSte l(0||ddti x. ■{ . 

A |NWiiter ill i’anrlurr, wli x ua> StliWiI 

ailh so tiuicutafit ^ilu' x.- ufi e tidifl e paiimn^ ii.ad. de pirt.i.x 

19 ** lulil of a Mag»u'.« !. t’.j aln aied die ur\t monuti^. 
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hut, poor man, he* inublilu' I Your hair ciivUnc; nnturuUy 
\\ iili curliii‘^-in»ri‘«, powilcKkl i.'.'/wraWy witli ;i pound of 
powiln-, and ilic iuitnuJ vt'FUMhon of your cluM'ks, l&id 
uiih carr.iiuo, i-' \c« v ainiiMu;^ ; bul alter all, you 
urL'as Iiaii.l- au .•njj't l : I am vri v j^lad you nro^c, 

wyKl enough to Ml *'1 liiin for y(»*ir |)iciuu‘ ; and that ill 
^1 he of all M'Ljl’gi iirr, you eaii preserve BO 

many elianns. rd.ul. Si uiun Ins |^‘e<•ived your embas¬ 
sies : there Mre no praises .she du^s not bestow (<11 you, 
no esiu'iu she tiirnkt too <'re,ti to entertain for you. 

The 1 1 nnceilor will not iiave so rna^'riilicent a funeral 
as \\a>» expeefn.! ; they waninl a piini'e of the hlctod lo 
iie.id th<' ('(‘M'utouy. '1 he prime said, he was indisposed ^ 
(lie d'lki' .said, it might have done well in funner 
tniRs, hut .It piiseiit princes were of Oiofflt importance 
than they wen* then: the princes of Cofiti said, they 
could nut do ulial the duke had refused to do : m short, 
the (i 1.11 ice I lor’.s family ari^in ile.fpair about ii ; it. was 
tu iif> purpuNe i(t urge the iiifitance of the chancellor de 
llcilievn*, \vhu<- 4 ; filBeral waf honoureil with ^hc priueiice 
of a pi ince of ^ 

The C(iunt de teld^ us Wf|l|lU^ llx- other day 

alxiut the w.N of your wuilli ^ "fvs he never 

p is-.( d bift time mory agrecill^y than ‘vhUai ..iicmg them. 

1 did not had e\I r 4iisntiori'il .1 f^i.oglc 

|M;i "U (o iiic aa itie U.■^t dcttingi.ishid ioi wit cr iiii- 
derstandm*?. lUoteve oti^ uiy dear, it i.s with the great¬ 
est cut.cein that I find you so resigned to our separat ion, 
winK 1 feel ii in niy vtry iparrow, withoui^^bfung able 
to n-ciMve the h .ist^.c^imloit. As to ley journev, it now 
depend'* wholly ufion my aunt; bul in a iiioir.li'.s time, 
we ^hall ^ec wiwit we liave to e,\pe( t : this is now the 
uidy thing that <iio|;> ifte, ot!)eriri?e I ‘lioulu set oiu 
wiiti M. and maibitle d*'Coulaiigcs; the alih«' and 1 
do nothing hut pioe for the ihiy of our dejiarifirc. 
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Every tiling sceiiH to tiapprn piirpo'jt-lv’ to \cx arid tf-r- 
inciit ni<‘. I am bii«:o<l now in ^tfiir*'^ iny s<.n’!» erjui- 
papr* ready ; bc.''id<*!« a(;€cp(iii/ am) retJirninj, b'lls ot 
cxcbaiipt'. J’.vrry !n»dy is mdi bt,«.r i>LC!ipit‘tl witli iln% "* 
- departcro. It it-pourd ili" t-* .n Ciri^ijaM ■ 

ij5 it true ^ If so, I siiall ))c a i:ttlr « m-um" at lu ingi^t- 

tailU'd brif. Afl« r all, niy dc.ir, :■< a'-^iired, l!iat u\" 
think orn<»()i!i!p in.i out ; no coU'idcration tak<. > 

pLur of that dvkiiOj iior oft or joai (toy ; even die bo* 
UTatbiT jsiiall not stop n < .t iiMjiiMiib 

Yon nsic nu* «%littt iii\ tiuniV <||«oidr'i i^. it t- a tla'M- 
lent and \v<it( ry di. logi Cber: si.*' to a.i 

uina/inp size; i"i'k, v.liigl^ w.)» the on!\ rtimg lii.it 
used to givf iier i m no longi r rcjiair the 

WiisU'uf iiiouitnrt; is'lui*!- <-\!i <: = b i.<.i li»ci 

nHected, uild ^be^ls sixiy--l\; >iKh l^ h'r di<»mdf r; 
next iiiontU wi-l d« U iininc vvheihtT .she :<« («• l.\t <•! die . 

1 pass many houi's c'<>ii<< iiud 

to SCO her in saclk » ^^*^**^ ' •> “}"■*' 

adamaiuine heart is 8dinir|b!c ; it srimid be very con¬ 
venient to have aulth soiic« not ia tlM sense ue mean, 
but literally udiijq^fn^ifie; fur it oue i^aubject 

to a thousand U)ri||||C«ltAt^^^t is cei-Uyo tiiat^Jo%e/is a 
proud thing, and so to M. de4irt|^ii.in i^ 

very lia(>py io^ ^ 

wdl be able to conteit me. 


Monsieur dc [aoaun*< pbitf. is not yet d.Hpo<cfi of. 
You jn^uy make your omii ivfu-eiions U|>on that, as ueii 
as upon l^s.Gie-allairi it uould have been a iurlous ad¬ 
venture to have burnrpoor M. I'our^^et, uho bears his 
conGnemciu >o imb|^', uitliMui pivitig hiniMrif up to 


fruitless despair. Nothing is taiked oi bm uar: tiie 
Icing has 2i|0,6o() niciion fcotr'Oii l-'iroj e !•; in motion ; 
and it ia.very plain, h$ you say. diat the p<<or globular 
luachiiie ii^Mrt to ii:>tlft The c.iriliiial (dc- Ket^) and 1 
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oiu-n talk of you ; lip has a sinccro rcgaril (ot you : and 
I, wfiai have I, thiuk you ? My |K>or mint returns you 
tiiankH.fov vour kind remembraiire of lu-r. La Muusm 
ircnihlcsi fhr his philosophy. Sily a word or two to thft 
cardinal about your maciiiiic's; your idatliincs that 
h)v<*/ your machined that liivc thr power of choire; 
.vo' r. machines that are jeafous, and have fears <*o, 
Desc.irU’s never couKl pretend to make us believe 
all this. 


LF.TTEU rXCI. 

to 'mi'. SVMF.. 


Ttuo, Wriihrvl.iy, March ao, ir»7‘i. 
\nr you not too good, my dear ch'ddf YotJ say you 
lo\e my leMerf ; you wisli them always to h«! long, and 
yui fltrier me with the pleasing jdea that you do nut 
like them so wt*ll when they'are short: hut then poor 
tirignaii has enough to do, if his coni}misance for you 
obliges him to read such volumes. 1 remember he used 
to wonder how people could read long liters; he seems 
to be much altered in his opinion: but f depend upon 
\ our prudence, not to let him^sec what you think will 
tire him. 1 have to your p tnlon thought you 
had not answered^'thc car'^uial’s letlcrr hut I find you 
h.'ive, and extremely well kio. 1 must also ow n to you, 
that I have wickedly 8tjpf#es«e(i the compliments of 
madanie de Villars. J have often mentioned her to you 
in my letters, and have taken care aot to till you all 
i»he has caid to me: hfe not angry with her, she loves 
r.ud admires you; I see hOr very fret’jncnily, she i-i de- 
l;g!ited i>) talk of you, and tOtcad patsages of your let- 
ftj^; this attaches me her e.\trctnlly. She will set 

f 5 
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«mC at Easlrr, notwitlistandin^ the wnr; shn must come 
Wck as site can if the SfMiniards arc wicktd. Am they A 
llavc plenty «>f money* ll»csc ViHarj**, to travel about H 
asd make a great slio#, it'1 m a trifle not ilu'ir 

mention. They ^ay, that the Knglish have cmrageil 
and defeated flve sad of tt^ch nu^i of war; niuk ti)at 
the ambassador told ilic that his master tn^ad 

already hcgtiii thr war hy sen, ami hoped tliat key 
would now make his promise g(»otl, and begin it by 
land. 

You know, my rhlld, what an (sieeni I have for the 
name of Hoipu 'k.nite and how in’M li I venerate hs 
virtue. You may be sure that li^rceominendanon ar.d 
yours must ha\e great wciglitwith'hie; but unfortunate- 
ly ill this case my credit and good will art* not equally 
strong. Ilj^ou nite given the president in question such 
an excullcni character, that it would b»nn honour to 
have it in my power tn ierve him : at all events I will 
mention it; bu| red^ ethify'thing is now kept such a 
profound secret'at VirsaHles, that we must wait with pa¬ 
tience the deciskm pf the oracle. As to M. de Roque- 
sante, if you forgpK to make iny compliments to him, 
very particularly, yoa and I shlfll certainty quarrel. 
You shudder at our abba’s fever; I am obliged to you; 
but as you shu^er by yoorsp^ and the good abbe did 
not shudder at all, yob aee plainly, that I did not shud* 
der: hfs disorder was a constant flux; he has acted 

__ \ 

• O IfOBy! the/ wcivirery poor. M. df* YOhuts wts goiag^at ambaiaa- 
dw to Modrid. 

f Charier n. of England. ^ 

t One of tlte jutlgof of tlie partifment of An, a man of real turrit, 
and on* of tW coiuniUMonera appointed iw try M. Kuuqnet: hr gate 
cku pfoui« of ipmgriiy ond dtscernmeiu, tlui ina*!. de 
ovor nftemeds held hbi in the h>ghr«|.catreiB. 



MADAMS DC si^VIGNC. 


10 ? 


with prhdence; niul, 1 am persuaded, h»j«'‘idlded t%ftlve ^ 
years to liis life: Godgrant it. 1 have snid’for you uH 
you desired me to aayi%nd he it niurii pleased. My 
aunt is rontihualiy thenhitig you: the state the liAln 
uonlij pieice tlio most intieiuiMe heiirt: slie swells tw$ty 
day# and nothing she takeshut the least!fleet: siiesaid 
to 'me nf)l long ago, 1 am a h»sl woman, my child, 
^he prepares herself for deatli, and speaks of it without 
fuar: she only expresses her astonishment, that so mnrli 
pain and torture should he rtMpiired to pul an end to one 
so feeble as she is. Some kinds of death are eerlsiinly 
very dreadful and ertiel; hers is the most deplorable 
that can be inngiiietl : .site receives all the little atten¬ 
tions I pay her with the greatest afleetiun ; I bestow them 
with the •>anie fcoling , Mdt hfU. indeed, so tntich af¬ 
flicted at the agony I M»c Ivr Mithr, «nd tlia d( .spair my 
poor cousin if in, refrain fioin tears. 

I will tell you»4liylb^4fMllli^ft thought that has oc¬ 
curred to me on ttw firaqddl^lotatflf yoii and M. de Gri- 
gnan sustain at cards. 1 vs'difld MIto yo<# both be cau¬ 
tious. It is not pleasant to he made a dupe of; and ho 
assured, that it is not natural to ho perpetually (he win¬ 
ner or the loser. H is not long ciiice 1 wac let into the 
tricks of the hoitd do la Vieuvillc. You remember, I 
suppose, how our pockds were lifckcd there. You are 
not to imagine every body plays as fiirly as yon do 
yourself. The conreni 1 have for your Inierifsl makes 
me say so much ; and as it enmo from a heart entirely 
devotf'd to ydli,’i0iB persnailcd you will not be dU- 
pleased at it. NbUhcr will you, 1 suppose, at knowing 
that <iueroinnte */%ho8e fortune had been predieted 
before shell ft this kingdoi^y has full^ vei died the piedit- 
tion. The king of iinglabd was passionately fond of her. 


* Aftervart!; (IucIkm of Voruinouth, alltrenof Cbarlu IL 
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an<i.ihep ou Uti ImiI iki a,fiiniiou to inin : in kbortf 
bUc i& iioiv about ninnths giHiu niiit cliild. Puoi’ 
C'ujjMfriiaiii ^ \> tumid ot): ittcUifi the lute of nii'<tre<fi«- 
Ul ihui kin;:iii 111. \\ hiiu i am upon tin*) mibj« • t, I ni<i • 
t^l you, \Mtli all flue Jeu ii-iuc to tiu* wioiUuu ol M. <1 * 

' iirignaii, tiiai tin; sou ol --f Hud tl.i* chet.ilua I'.i’ 

Loriaitii*, tlo not know wliclht i i u c .11 uiiiK i.Nt.i lulV u-) 
is broijf'lit ii|) op( Illy iiMii iiiiiidi I iiuijiatcls w iHi tin- • hi i.r; 
ren ol* in.id.uno dWttaa^n tc, .wwi liiat at the ictiirii of 
the (.iicvilur ihi y liiin a tm k to pro', e thi* 

Htrenf;tii of hlood. He lonliriiiif! :•!! t!iey about 
the chilih and liou ».o prrit\ .oid hei .mu* so 

Ktroimh aMailid to liiin, that u l.isi thev told Umu ili 

• • • 

truth : i'.e vs as till <.,hti(t. Mad.uiie ti’Ai inn^iKie (> iiti- 
liues lu r kiiidiic.s'i, .utd edutPntUb liitti under the u.ooe of 
the cheTalier de JLoirume. If yiMlJiiiow Uiis .dieads it 
will not entertaii) n ou "nub- tar is the proper 

person to rel.ac those >>ilUt W!>»»» f *'<'*' i<‘"- 
ation to relate lu ws te yiM^*|[|lOwifig he is more in the 
way of hearing it tlM%i 

1 have receivfd your letter of the written ou the 
wings of the wind, aa was mine of Friday last; let me 
tell you, my dear child, it is a cli|iriuiiig one, though 
not an answer t(» mine ; hut it is wot^th a thousand an¬ 
swers ; and it is thus then that you write to me w hen 
y'ou have nothing to tty 1 Indeed 1 am in the highest 
degree delighted with it. It contains a thousand kind 
mud tender things t and 1 niu>t uvin, that 1 take plea¬ 
sure ill flattering myself W'ith thei||||)^piig all true. Hut 
who is lhi> Ilretoa that you servii, fiip^f sake r 1 as^ule 
you all the Provenyals fwd an intaipait in me. 

** 4 

• Thr eo* ntes< of Caulems^, a fcnnw Piwtn s« of thit mon.irch. 
'fhi^ ir.itiAl i« inffftiitJ t(> ni^lcr.iiiM-llp d( Fouillnu^, 

■uid of honour to Madaiop, whote rrj^itUtU/r. .1 a t eqi.Nwciil. 
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The poor abbe ^ is to inakt lu«* ptiblio ict to-day: 

hat a joke* ihey anp going to ilispate with hiin, to 
p(ti!tua and tomiaiit btnip anti nseall ih« ii mdt iimmms to 
l>ii/zlc him: and yet lu mosi .mHviii to il' Notbnig, 
III in\ o|>iuiuii, tail be more unjust than*'* u li itiocued- 
nu^'*, which inususuor Usu nuiid grcailv. \ >u talk 
ibout iht Mtithrr , our odfitt i lias lieen deli^litt il wo 
#ii\c liul toj thiLC month*! tot;ttlMi i hni < li ir tio'*!; 
iiotv it o\(t» and s|)rtiig (>og ns to m ikt iis ap» 
pearaiiLe No liint( c in bt iiiort pi ndi rit t li ni ^ oii ai < . 
iiow (oiiu s It tiu n that y u an mi'' lain 

sliockod at ihu iikoii-* on \ ol M iK \ units lit wa^ 
not so till II s pissioii lx »aii to lot I iiid II is iio otbt i 
r\t.mc than that be cm lo\i no N n ii tint ih miv 
I MU)) but I hid laihti itwcii*'‘i>, tliin to bi lili for 
niiothii this u att pkl quaiicl It tween n<* indiMd, 
there aie many fliingi wliitb 1 di'-hkc in M tie \ ardes 
It I'orhintili wishea me in Profeiicc, it is no mote than 
I do mjselt eicry day of ID} lite* 

M and madami* tie Coulaiigessart* much iniiebted to 
you ftir all \our kin liiefnT: Ihiy intend writing to joii. 
1 shall sie them s«t out with ({icat regret M dc Cou* 
Hugh's tuliv purposes to sit Jaufitemar anti JInijmttte-\ 
befuie he dies As (or ins mic, she is to go to ^itiguana 
where, 1 hopi, we shall reccne bertogfiliir, a(t«i she 
has done [me the honours of Ijvoris. 1 was toltl tins 
evening, that the abbe f^ngnan had piilornittl wonders 
it the borbonhe to-day : our cardinal is ni raptures 
at It. 

* Iajuis Jtisrph Adlufjpmtijfc Moia«i(, broths to M deGn, It«n, 
n^in n<t 1 1 III 1&6U tu ifw IUiImWil of I n a» <.til kfi'iwai 1% rt Put 

C imuomiP ^ 

t j that itTilte dfr ftoor on tlic cl^k in 'k I Hfpv at 

l.sn bc» 
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lETT^ CXCII, 

*>■ 

TO THE ^AME. 

Apia t, 167«. 

4T you iMre ivriilrn to < 3 w^iit, my dt.ir child, ic- 
l^pMtiug the iiupi's you dr« lu af scfiug mo &horii\ in« 
Pi|(0\eiKi, hii iilkcl ii«B w'tlib'tianspgrtii of jo\ Yfm 
can oasii\ jud^o tiic pUasurc one has m luanuc: tuch 
thing** Iroiii a tlnid ^oi*‘un, howevor \%iU one 
know Ihom befoie* lit mo \oii, tfint e\en 

this catuiot acid to tlu denie 1 iu\c of coming to \mi, 
for it w iiihiiitc*. auntui!i\ oiiijr kind11once sht 

]■ <u> ^eiy ill, that I do nut think H po<iMbio ic r hii to 
continue Ion • iii liii preaiint comillion : IwdI lit vcai 
know how she goo < it; lof Uns is iko thing ul ^itiite^t 
consequent c to iwo at present. 

^ 1 saw mad. di Nirntuil yefterday, who is ictuined 
from Vernui.ll and the|a\ss ot <iiath: a indk dut ln<f 
resCored her to her heehii: sSS^^is hand>oino and ntll 
sha|)ed: there is no longc r aii\ dispute heiuec n her 
boddice and mine ; «he is not so red and hh .itid as she 
used to Ih, but is quite pleasing: she is kind, < hti^mg, 
and can speak uell ot people: she desired a tUuusand 
kind renn mbi ance^ to 3foii. 

Madame de C hauhirs and M. de Kaniloii plasid yes¬ 
terday the sctna kitnecn Vardcs and imidemoi«>Ll)c de 
T . • <ult#e nera all of us ready t||. cry : thc\ out-did 
theaftelvcs iii it. to Champnikleas iht is so extraor¬ 
dinary a performer, tl. u in<yaiMHif<|.you nerer •>aw any 
like her: in short, rt is the •iff' %nd n« t the* play, 
tliA the tu>\n runs after. ^ Ariana \\lioliv tor 

sake of seeing hnr: thu’pfas ii^* If is dull and m- 
•W. the rest of the plavtis execrable, but when 
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JiA^mpm^lec appean^you hear n general iQurmur af ap< 
>!ause, every body is Lharmed* the whole |^se ay% 
path^nes in her distre^e. 

The che\alier dc Lorraine went the oiliei day tof^ 
l4a F .. . : she wanted Input on the toi^akin nympllf 
aivi affected a eonfmion al the sight 

bun. Tlie ch( valier, wtHi iiin frank opi u euuutenafltt 
*wa<t reapWed to pua her out of her pain at onte» ain 
said to her, *' Wtiat ails ymi, madt inoisellc ? WImI 
makes yon so sad > L iheie any tUmg extraordinary m 
what has happmed hetwcni uaf ^Vc loied eaeh vthei 
once, and now wc do not. Conbtancy is no longei 
looked upon as a \iitue in onr nge : it will he Wst foi 
us to forget what hah pa^'ed, and btlnse likti uthei 
pi opli. This IS a veiy pictty do™ oi ^ours* whi 
ga\c it Nont" And so endul this cinious lost-affair. 

What book are you reading now, my dial ? I an: 
reading the discovery of the Indies by ('lin^iophcr Co¬ 
lumbus, which diverts me e\reedi»t>ly ; but your huh 
girl di\tiU me still moie : 1 love hi i dearly, and I dc 
not see how 1 can help tt: slie te vi ly lomt oi your pic¬ 
ture, and Is talking to it so prettily, tuat 1 must go and 
kiss her. 


LETTl’.R exem. 

s 

TO THE StMH. 

Pirn, Wi (hRMlav, Afid §0f^2. 

Mr aunt’s illnesa nalces me htrdly know wbare't ami 
or what I do: thfraHlle and I are quite out f>.itienec 
about It, and are if It should be likt ly 'o last, 

to set out lor Provenffff^ for esui go'id-n I’nir shlltild 
have Its bounds. You may aU:^ rest assurcMl, that J 
have a stronger incliiiatioi] to'^aet out, than you can 
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havofur me to Jo so. You nuiy think this i*^ snyin^; a 
gnat doah and so Jo 1 too ; litit it imponsihU* to say 
more than 1 think on that subject. 1 iievn' fail to tell 
my annt of your kind ipmcinbranccs. Tlnm^'li she is 
■enaibiu that shle is very <icatb, yi t Ixt corutant 
attentioD to the feelings of oMava nuflecs her dtsscn.l)le 
^llflBtitiinenta, and stem to have bn|K' in incdicinrc, 
fnat aba is certain can no longer any dKcney, 

aoMy to prevent driving my por>r cOnVm to despair ; 
bntf whan she finds beraoif liberty, anJ can give vent 
to liar words I then we see>\l)at lu-r tine thoughts aie, 
and th^t she lohlci^iipon liie .*i()proa(h of de;tti) wiili the 
greatest cuhnness, r«»aign ation, and constaney. 

1 am fright! neil att|»e dangers th.it attend you in IVo- 
vence. Your ilear little Iniv liowt ver h.is eNL:i|)«J the 

If ** * 

Snia11>po\ ; Intt then the plague: u!:ai do you think of 
that r 1 am tiri-ailfuily 'ilarmed at the thoughts ol it : it 
is a disease that has not its etjual, and from uhii h the 
;^un of your climate is ill calculated to defetnl those on 
whom he shines. I desire his eaccileiiey liic gorernor 
will, ill his wisdciu, give all necessary oidcrs upon the 
occasion. 

Saturday last the duke gave a hunting*match to the 
OKgits*, and afteruards a supper at St. M'uir, of the 
moat delicate fish the sea could allbrd. l-Vom thence 
they rettlrn6d to a small house iitar the hdtcl de Oiule, 
where after the cluck had strucls twelve, for which they 
waited Tory scrupulously, there wa.s served up the most 
elegapilidKrnir;t‘Ae that evir was ^een, consisting of the 
richen Ul most exqu^e vlan^- (|f all soi is. This 
little excutsibn has m*t bcc^^eTy will lottked upon, and 
m^ dc Cirancci’.s great good-^tnoilas been the sub- 

* Mesdupea tic |djLul Gra^ciiy tlaiijhicts tu il.c roardi»l 3e 

flikicei. 
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ral aduiiraticn. 'I he company consisted of 
till* LiHiiUiss ot Suissons, Misdames de Goitt<)aeii and 
Roidi‘ 4 uY, social gtnihincii, aiui» among the rctt^jdl^ 
<lie\aliir de J.niraini : tlx ic iscre liaiiihnya, bngw 
pipes and violins but not a uoid of duchesf olr< 
J uit ; the one \\ IS Hi hci oVRO ap ntinent, and the otHir 
n the cloistirs. 'Iho ladies wire all brown tNAUtifi^' 
if has been thought they vvantid a liitlu yclldw ID let 
them eflU " 

M. dc ConUiiges U in dispoir about the pitnierli 
lb ith ^ Did not 1 say hu would die^ 'rhia gtttef a 
great gi icc to the beginning of the ll|§tor^ ; but the 
I atasirophc is vei> in« lam hoi} and vegatious hmu 
who made so sure of the fair <l/<;^4ll4rVi ui//i htrjine na- 
i>atiuils\ ^ ^ 

f am chnined to find \nu arc not with child. Ah ! 
mV d( ai, enjoy awhile the pleasuiu of being in health ; 
tiki sonic respite, and do not add this vexation to the 
man} othcis 1 melt wtli in life. The old Madame $ if 
dead of an apoplexy, to which she has h.ad utendency 
foi more than a \eai. So now then m the p.ilace of 

I ii\(.mhouig for .Madfnwlsclh, and we kIkiII tike pos¬ 
session of It soon. Madanit* had cut d mn all the treoo 
on litr side ot ihc girdtu thioitgli puie lomr. diction ; 
tint beautiful gaiMen looks quite i idieulous: Frovi^oiicef 
however, hUk saved it from lum. M*adeiiiois( He has 

II nhing to do now', bot to tut th< m down on both sides, 
and then put Ce Notn § inj^tbeni, who will soo^^W* 
Vert them into a secogdLTbtifrtblH^. Sjhe coulfl'^flSjSb 


* Pif paiiiiar iMntioi 
t* bre fhe not^ to iliM gaUff 

I Mnr^s.rt (,t LM/raine, sceofidoib 11 Guaqg ol finLt 4# 

0 

h n,. iDott fdaiuus gviJt I r ( f lilf timr. ^ 
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prcvailod upon to set: her mother*when she 
dying: tliU was not very heroic. I\I. dc Lorraine'^ 
tnUkiy 4>f'lttarnnga is jbr)hrti r>d* atter all: thi> is 
businoMI for your poor fr'.end *. 1 have made your 

C^I^Uiltenta W Duras and the Charots. 'I he marquis 
fjMyieroy will not he pettniUcd to leave Lyons tiilN 
WB^ilgn t his father was a^urtil ol' tills, on aVixing 
Ictvc; w his san tu rejturn to Uie 9^y. '1 he true rca- 
■Qn of bis disgrace is not known., M. d(^ la IftkObcfbii* 
Ctalt ii retapaad ii^ao dreadful a fit of tnia gout, a< - 
o d| ^ >apf4d with RO^viohnt a fever, that tie is vor^e than 
yba bave^cTe rAM: l.im : he enHeats tuu lu puy him ; 
andjliivouid you to .see him wiihuut being.ianecii d. 
My dear child, I^qsI leave yon, I repent hnvln.' 
wishe(i..j^r a^|iai|||indamaot; t‘<>r 1 iihoe.td he veiy 
sorry not to love you ns much ns ] d<^ vTIi.ik V( r pain it 
niny cost roe. Du ru>t you m^'^h for itiu nt.er: let us 
keep the hearts we have : ^yi»o know very wt II the way 
tOlUHjMl. 


LEfTEU CXC^IV. 

TO THE SAMa> . 


^ ruro. I'lida), A|)4I Mr le;i. 

Tcd, and noth^ ill«finip talk mJ 
of hvi! iJcjurtureT f . i.ii les h.^ a>ked Ine king’s |)ei- 
niission to si'r\o in pie JSdS^Bh i.rniy ^^onid ii gone, 
ch dis;>lca^jp4j|||||||||bavin^ h 'eii emp'oyt'd in 

to u-ave Pnris : he 
a sofls^ has laid 

aside hi» laui. uii ervcr of eientc: 

4K>r du I Uliitk hj| a baa b>te, consiJ( ring the great 
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putation lie has gainetl. lie toUl the king, he could 
not Iieip enrying hia children lb« honour of serving his 
iiujesty'; and tbiM be now wished for nothing so oMiell 
as death, iiinre he could no longer be of, use to him., 
'I'he king embraced ^iii» and s^, ** Meiebah the 
of all our labours is to gain a r^sotation similar to ivhot 
y«|a hail* acquired ; it nMNfc be pleaMlii to reu after'so 
many victories 1 aaa ef the same epinioii, and dunk 
it a gaBit^hii|ipiiieas not to be obliged to trust Mutt Ibiiie 
to the cajlMcions power of fbrtund wbich a longlMbhto^ 
obtainod. Matahi^BcilelbiMliigaiie ^iUTnp«t»i|wdl^ 
the pessionwseek; befbibjhe m very hi||b^ 

terms to M> de Lourois^ pboai an ebdllRii'tit Leiteoii 
wanted to make in his poet of geiwjral under Uie prince: 
he made his nuyesiy the UrbitraUMV flMi dame ed' with 
honour. 

7 

The queen constaotly Mitoekif m about your rhildreit 
and iny journey to ProeeMQfH Oind is not ple|prd, tliat 
your sun is hke you, and your daughur litto M.MhHdr; 

1 always make the saasq^aMWOUi Mad. CuHlert very 
often talks to me beaniy ; aiti» hKlrcd, wbn 

dues not ? Uu jtotskdow^my child, tlqg ft Ugbsoldtely 
necessary dbr ye#to ipdtoe and loql^et us a little buid^ 


1 Mill pavn the vw for yon inqtinannaf 4 b||slii|U tq^c 
all the iiniibia glfj fiiii hands. I hava^ y i k e ii i f( r IMMe 
Poosponiie about a |^esificn|>;^ hh seys be knows 
nothing of thqjpatler ydlg^ut taullbvce it will be some 
stranger. 

My aunt is now 

long a hindcrance laJ|j|||t«M^4H^ su(ibcilS|l, and 
swfll.<t every day moi^kad fiofe: Mterb is no set mg her 
Without being allcctmi told I shall iieapil^lMorc deeply* 


«*dl 

lUbcil^, md 


• Hf »-a» at tlip li«rl of itip 1on;;'S ar"i> 
ani baj rveii beau i Turaiinc u«*r Kt.c<i<l. 


M fiofe: Mterb is no set mg her 
told I shall lit* ipil^iaorc deeply* 

A ^ 

' Icmil'S ar'M itf'fl'/' »tx q|[ tU* Fpooiltf 
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aflectcd with the loss of her: you know how mutli I 
always loved her. it would ha\e bteii a great < oiiilwit 
to me tollavc left her with some prospect of.i < uir, that 
she might li^^ve been restored to us a^ain. I will let 
you know the end of this loiig ao^ melaiuholy' tUne««>. 

M. and mad* de Ooulanges are i^oiiig to Hntuny. 
Tlierc is no residence lor governors now hut ihcir go- 
vemments. We ere et the eve of a sh ir|) contest, winch 
givoe me concern. Your brother is dear to me-: wc 
ere very good ft iendi: he hsa <aii alSertvoo for me, and 
jfdhMiteelo please mu* and 1, on my side, am a lod Mep- 
'^niBlhcr, and J|Mj)^bo ut his^^pfiein* 1 sboul be \erv 
mymfo to coetjtlam of oithet: pi* you : you are both ot 
you too good *10 your aeverei wny^. This is all \«ju 
will have froai dee to-day, itiy di .ir love. 1 had a Iho- 
ven 9 al, a Breton, and a Durgiutdiaii, ai mv u lii i tii>3 
morning. 


rUfcMHP 


‘ icr;. 

1 msillMchild, Mm the foas ol in> 

)eldliP|p«mr me grt ae uneadWaa; Igb^hn^vou Iciiow 
what would ^give-iiiiegrpatcc ngppsiutM- the fost oi 
1 li.«ve <hlieMl$^^ hanliNk ^nothlegrt^an 1 1 move 

guitc € liari’u d w oil >*on , 

111(1 tkiiiniiv 

SpenXwith *ii »vi|K^Fi%iilHehicii imu i ai.id 
of 0^f^ : ami to year phmses^^ ant sure I •' dd do 
nothing lilie4Jn:||i: amuse yiierwftolsu 11 v| .mmd^ k , 
It i« a TC^'prmt^’ acLonipIt'ihdi ut ; ym proui.tur \‘. 

C it, end base tunijCiough iipou \uur ^alld^; >'» ptav 
01* With it, and let me he agreeably <urpnsed w t'l 


yours 
SuenS 


,, iny 
e Itelil 
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iu! It; \ oil nil ailcpt at my arrival. You ai« tery good 
find olM'dieiit 111 not being wMi child : 1 thank you for 
It tioni the huttoin of my beait; take as much caic to 
please im^, by avoiding the siiiall-pox. 1 ani fri||bted 
^ at \oui sun : oiiy it burns pi oiile's liralns * *Apop1exio9 
aie as fie(|uent in your coiinti\, M the lapouriare wkh 
Us; and 1 hnd )our head twims somcliiiica athteU wt 
tho r< st. jMnd ime de Coulangrs is in hopes of keeping 
hers sound at r.>(>ns, and is making great preparation 
for her defcnct* against the governor * : if she comei 
to (>rignnn, it will be to give you an account of |per eiok * 
tory, and not to tell you of her deflkitj fnr I do not 
think the marquis wilt so tnuch as p4m|||||^tbe appear* 
r'uc of the lover; for tttnt are persons who keep a 
good look out upon hioi^and aie not to be lioposed 
iifKiii. n is almo^it distracted at not going to the war^ 
as 1 am at not setting out with M. and mad. de Cou* 
linges; it uas a thing 
but for the 

we must have patieftott 
am once at 
coith, ha\e 
short, am 
iliing so mti6h: 
metit. It kl 
fiointmcnts, 

I w*ish 1 cottlA*ta^K^!^^||Hfe^ his conver* 

sation would tfh a gr^w^musemant to yon, bgjjjto 
have nothing that 1 can sea to divert j|^^hercjK 
are ; but instead of ibbljOpal to PlipuiiS^, he 
to C >inmirci« ihk a little regrets 

iht departure of Canals: he had a rrgimeqt, and was 
bioken: he applied for ten sctcral abt^cj^Mfnd 



* riic BtU |ui» (If \ iilerot. 
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refuied UMm 41I: he desireil to aerre a« aide de-canip 
thia caai|Miigii, lie was falused that too upon hIiicIi 
lie uiotc a httii to hit brother, full of tla profoundtst 
reiipeot i{|r his majesty, and then Meiit on boani the 
•h^ of tfie duke of York *, uho h » a great regaid for 
hiai, 

Itlioqloorthal de (vr'iinont was m> traii«|)ort(. i the othtr 
day, at a sermon of Bourda1ou< that he i ned outr in 
the roklibe of a pauiage that struck him, ** B5 Ood he 
Is right/* Madame burst out a laughing, and the sermesi 
was inlarrtiptcd so long that nobody knen uhnt uou’d 
lie the con>eqn^g|ce» If your preachers are a« \ on re¬ 
present apt tp ihiik they will be m no great 

danger of llffit being iniikrupted bv such piai<i(s 
Faiomell, my deaicst love: I think on the (oiin- 

tries that separate uf , I am ilmust baeidt myself, and 
cah have go mat. 1 am my angry with Adhdmar 
ri" iiiin|||fiiieTt*ii I ■ ^ shill be called the lutle 



% ^ 

larated mm 

^ ^ 


Kib-J lead, 
nortiBca- 
aod^ not being able 


4 t After the deim^ef ms chenBMHjjjM^^ wtinh hspperrU ibe 
6ihfel*ru»'n, irrS» M. dTAdlM^Sitr iJRIh lulc of Cb<»iilMr de Gn 
linsii bnt u|K)n manyisg the jtH n^cst ter of tlie late 

imrquU tgtpiliuijfi. ut <hc houw «f Aqua, hr rrsDmeil tkst ef G)n»* 
AtUkOiiir.. 

2 Le pe||t c* ua lu^ 


MIDAVB OB ItyiOKIt. 


lo ) (ju 90 Mton as I coold Wtsh my eMremc ioi* 
Ht«i«cc luike'i me siuineiiiiMHi afrAicl lliat (>'(»(] will, per* 
i jiL\tr permit me to Mijo} the lilesHini;. otill, how* 
ever, I coiiimie my pnparations. But is il not bar* 
afiti Jl, to ((tiiMcJi I thcdtjth^of d person, ao 
<li II to nu. as the bigtmiiiig oi a jouine\ L wish so ar* 
(hiiMy ^ Whu tliiiiL you of worldly arrangemflBtt ? 1 
iiiLst o\\ ti, 1 am astou shei] at llieftt : we should profit 
hy ihoie tliu tii. (Ii»plea9ing lo us, and make use of 
them as so many pi nances. Now 1 am mentioning po- 
inm t*9, 'M Coiiianges says such strange things of UiOii 
uliic h tn piactised at Aix, that I ihifl^tbc people most 
be in 1 g and I hardly know bow to g||||j| gredit to his 
ai I ounl 

Mail mil de Coulangoi^lias been at St. Germain tad 
iia. hi iiylit me back a tboosandT strange stones, that 
cannot he < om nitteil to wiitini% uhu h make me Join m 
y our opniii n, upon thi hurrur oi infideH^^gjllMit part of 
vourkuct wasvoff uistiucUy«gg|||M9W 
4.\ery body is not of pifor wt|jj^b|l|$Pidil||^^ WIf 
ikar child, \ou most^ 

is not w orUiy^ boklg bOt«(^o 

must break iron itseltL 1 am tidily ^orrv f(if¥yomwd|H| 
1 ihmk that vou Nd mbodlp^y to Jough at ; mr 
111 ni\ opimon siidt%bttl||||H(rkfpt towkiO^i 
than the 9maU>^M|S» 'lot iW ftre \ oorofi* for tint now ^ 


1 ihmk that vou 
111 ni\ onimon si 


U \ our little one ? 

(Jur cardinal has samw thousmd k nd 
lhi» evening , he is going ui St JX nts i, |p ffsnst afVp 
La^kter ceremony; ho^ll rctu*'ii lor albotitiml, dSl 

* TUe Hicmtps of pc'iiiciiits at \jt wi* n r i K i i crn^in pm^»* 
SI im, listfsl th** »lw>ie n ^ ‘ vf i I fnlv i J atsdl^||Sn'l 
Ttu* s fu( hiv* l«< I s iitinufii { t n mfi. ifiM oo lirouili el 
the II W IIS iltat ti«jL p i i 

1 ankiul III Ret/ «m sb i D< i 


thous tnd k nd tilings 
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tli€D a<]ipu Ma<J. dc 1% ^ 4 y€tt« goe^ to>inoi)ow‘io a 
ccMUgeahe has near ^eudon, wheie she ha<> biin be¬ 
fore : sl>e intends to pass a fortnight there, susncnded 
as It viere beUreen heaven and laith, and is re'^ohiil 
neithir to tlnnkf nor ^peak, not ansvier, nor hear : she / 
Is quite wearied with sa^ ing good-mght and good-inurn- 
ing, and has alm^jig^usery day a slight attack of fever, 
which a little rest OVmes off*; therefore it is very nb- 
cessary she should base it: I intend to go ^o see her. 
Pbor M. de la Rochtioocauk is in the old chair }<)ii 
know so well, moped to death : it will not be diQituIt 
for you toguessg^t ails him. I base heard no luws 
to-day. Thik|jpEuc nt St. Germain it quita^ di\ine, 
nfbich IS more than 1 can say of the singing at the Mi- 
liinM. 1 was there not long agiK end my little girl with 
me, w ho met w itb afgreabpiany of her acquaintance, 
llove that child too well ;''btlt 1 cannot exictly mea* 




'iftings ; Jkad the honour qf beinq youi 
gjWfciiPcifll-that a sufficient cxcqpe for 


^me; sheic^eai 
Thisfckknesa 


I la Troche to you so 
11^ j|m:Ciraves of the 
IS in lier conduct 
Iniiileased ten times in 
idiytjlmi4^r company 


vei^idtgttjNt'blc. The jmfereiie|i | give to the Faux- 
boorg is a point I cannot eaOpn^ tip: I knowr m} - 
beloved by all there as it it possible to be: 
iBEi iieve^Q||pe unseasonably; they are ot the right 
Mm pf thS'e b nothing contmtend; what you see 
once, }ou see allva^>: besidesfPr cardinal frequently 


and what can 1 ^ after all this^ In 
the task of pleasing mad. de la Tioebe, 
> Diy regaid for her; she will a wa^s 
I wbeueter she is disposed to do her- 
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HE UTIUNHig 
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Witnesses of my con* 


duct» wiih respect tci%i^ me tight, aiul 

sometNiies ivcn wonder at my ^ticncc. Be sine you 
do not answer a word to gU this; Ibr if she khould takw*^ 
It in Irer head to see one of your letti rs,.aiid shoult) find 
any token of disappfoba^n, ail wguld be otrer^with us* 
ytderd, she oefir hM'seen Mtyijfflfc yet; ibr there' 
are few persons that think wdmiy of seeing themV 
mad. de ViHai^ is my farourite in tiuit respect. If 1 
were cfueep of France it of l^idSn, 1 should think the 
was makii^ her court to me; bet as it is, 1 am sure it 
is from pure re,;aid for yc^ fliit ii[|‘iiitere.sts herself so 
Ynu( h jn our correspoodelRdll She^d delighted witb 
your rememiiianceiiuf^er: she Will not set out so aooil 
as was miaghiefl* for a remfii that you may guess, when 
1 tell you, ehat she canoflnibut at the expense of the 
king her mastei; and that oeside^ this her assignments 
are retarded^* f'howerer, Ike d^l^re ntjhr^ we ||eve 
imthing MT aHhfi ifleinst ^bfjHllilMrdv dl%t|y aKde 
#lc% by tb^ tWiles. 
hlling oor htile Mreudj yk" 
child, 1 ssnKing So prl^^ ^ 

to>nibrrom aolemnily: least &)rslVott! ^ 

preserve tbSt act my Itleas frte ^as Mwibte1hpn|M|^ 
imperfections tbit itteii^lhe rest.' t ^e end edfffilce 
you : 1 wish I could feej^jpay heart as warm tow'ards 9od 
as it IS towards you. 



• She was goit^ to tike teourt of Mt'JnH, where Mr hwhend^* 
bsmtior vxiTiMfidimry, 
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LETl'ER ( XCVII. 

TO nil S\MI. 

Para, V\ echi\.s(lay, April 30, 1 r*" 2 

Yor prnniiso to band nio some <if tfae song« they make 
in Daibarv : \mII, you mil not ha\e so much upon 
youi coMsdciuo m coniinuiiicating to me the little scan¬ 
dal that passi at 'luins smd Algieis, as 1 have in iur- 
nishing ) on iih all the ili-natiire ot this plact My 
deal child, when 1 iselli ct, that the Miditcrraiiean is your 
luaicst lu ij^hhoui, I cannot help feeling my heart ipute 
paired and aillnud. Thcie are certain things m the 
woiid tint flit u> with dread, thi y teath us nothing 
new, indeed, hut tlnn wo i|e them m a point ot \il\v 
that surpiisis us. 

1 MW your tlirce Provencals \esterday ; S^>iuoia was 
one of them; he gagfls «ie >uur letter ol the 21st ut 
last muiuh, I will dolly best I# lltarve 1 have a 

gieat lespi (.1 for his name: ^cre^is a Spinola, who lost 
one of his hands m a roiili|li#*wtty: he was a sicotid 
Artaban. Your Spinola showed gie a letter in Italian, 
full ofiioihiim but \our praise; 1 send yon a cop\ of 
It. I am highly delighted with the apostroplic to the 
Ling ot Iiaiue. lie tells me that you speak Italian 
^er\ well. 1 commend \ou gieittly for it; nothing can 
be pnaUiei, hail I luen in a place where 1 could Iiaie 
hada^P^'^ortiiiiitieAot spiakiiig it, 1 should certainly lia\e 
doncbo: doiiotgiow tirid id it. 

I sii^ipost \I. d’k'"! z has intoiitiM jou of tie icn- 
Tli^atK)n ht had with tin king, nothing cru'd he im n 
dtsirdile’than what ti n pa-^ed 'fhe woi.li^ jrelue 

k going to Icait U" '•o n, his abstnee will be a gn i* 
IS to }0lir atlaiiA tide. M.uianie linsAac makes lo 
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scruple now of ile Cniche at hor 

house; they are soarcely touw^^sen any wh''n- rUe: 
she go(» very seldom to M. de'la not lu loiKaiili’.s; and 
madamc de la Fuyelte is at her little couiilry-linusi' ; so 
there is very liUle ifUimacy between iIkmii and the diu h- 
i-ss. I bad ii»iitioDcd iiiada||e do la Xrochc to yon, :it • 
tke time yiott itrote to me abobt tiers^ now yon know the 
whole aflair; however^ as she cannot well live without 
me, she has broken the ice, and is all ^'ood hnniotir 
again: 1 am very glad of it; fur I take tilings just as 
they happen: if I had a liiile iiiore,w*riiUh in niy tem¬ 
per, 1 should sometimes be angry with lu r. 'i'his 
is just the state you w ould bare ipe be in, easy an<l un¬ 
concerned at all events: a happy state indeed. Jhit, 
alas! I am far from enjoying its sweets. You even 
alarm me, when you seem to wish it. ^ Methinks you 
are capable of doing w'hatevor you will; and, perhaps, 
at a time wbcnj^li^ tcnderoeis for you, 

I jttajTf on a you ^g^’^calm and unmoved* 

Ah I ik.pe 

Ptrovauce.'^ 'l^all^j^tpIlKy jouiiie 1 assure you, if 
I meet wi^li igif^mnqoillity. 'I am now 

very near my depe^^ltfh^ alas! my dismission will 
cost me many UMdil^/lM^lwor aunt ts in a most de¬ 
plorable sitoatioD: '"iiiK^ew^mg increases every day; 
and she has such f&ki||§^iiirts as would n nd the hard¬ 
est heart. Madame de tToulanges took leave of her 
yesterday .with tears in her e} es; though it was not a 
formal leave, yet, as both sIk* and her husband imagine 
they shall never seemlier again, it was veiy painful to 
them both. As for me, 1 pa^ the most pari of’ the day* 
in sighing by her bedside. I am quite drowned in tears; 
the caressi's and aflectionate expressions she licstows oil| 
me go to my very soul: she ^jie.lk’i of her de ath as she' 
would of a journey: slie has always had g«x)d spirits. 
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and she keeps tliem up v 



is ihorning she received 


the sacrament, as her^ps^M^rt'and Easter-olfhring, and 
hopes to receive it oii.ee more. Her devotion was amaz¬ 
ing; we all iiR-lted into tears to see her: she-wasjn her 
chair, for she could not bear the bed: but she after¬ 
wards fell upon her ^nid wan th^n the most 

mournful and afleotitig spectacle of piel^'^;tbat can be 
imagined. y 

I felt real sorrow at parting with M. aod madame dc 
Coulanges; tiiey have both a very great friendship for 
me; I expect to mRot them again at Lyons. I am go- 
iiig to seiile my little tbousehold, in hopes of seeing 
you once more there, ims sRld that La Brune (madame 
de CoeU|ueii) has resumed the thread of her story with 


I **> 

the chevalier do Lorraine, and that they talked very 
much of the fete given b}- the duke, and of their wait¬ 
ing so scrupulously till thb clock struck twelve on Pahn- 
Sunday before they wpuld bat Every one’s time 

now is etnjdoyed in baking leave ef’ his friends: every 
body is in a hurry; The 

countess of Lude is come ^||Heir^qst to take Irav'e of 
her husband ; she goes bae% again In a week, after she 
has he'd liis stirrup, and sent him pfi* to the army with 
the rest. All heie treuibie for theiir^^fi'iends. 

I passed my Palm-Sqtiday al'St. Mary's, in my usual 
way. B.trilluii ha.'i made a tong stay here; but he is 
going awu} at fast, as you h£ve ordered him to attend 
his duly. Your exampk* leaves him not a word to say : 
he will have a fice place of it; it will cost him at lea>t 

4 

francs for his tabic; but he knows where to get 
them *. Madame de C . . . . is ceria'idy in.ul ; .it It-ast 
we think so here. What a whim, to waiidn- about 
/itai\ like an unfoi 1 ' f>»ince'S, when slir might re¬ 
turn home and live suci i!)ly with her mother, who 


* M. liai'illou WAa ainbd^sajor lo liic Eiij;Ibh court. 
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ndores her, and whiMIfe'greatest aiflietion is the foolish 
conduct of*her daughter ^ an^ reason ciu)iii;h she lias 
to be afflicted, for in niy life |l,never met wiiti any thing 
so luirculous. We do not know ninMier Maiuiis ifi 
cinplo_\ed aho*’e or below giound j she selJom sfiher 
son*, or road, do b.uetie, and llun stays hoi lor a 
inotmnt, and a\/ay again with inavl. de Selomiheig, 
^lio cornea toJl-ake iur up: it k very vexations not to 
be caincd back by mad. do S4vign4 : she does not at 
all like to meet hie. 

!<» your little boy really become brown ^ I tlionght 
\o<i said he was fun ; to ino yon al\^ays boas'od ot'bnn 
sieU: hid, seriously, is he bruun.^ T)o }<)ii not 
jc->tv\ith me? I liwe a greet nniid Co-tell }on, litat 
your gill Is fair; but be it as it will, all your clnldKii 
carry the mark of t..e uorkmjii about them. 

The little I)u Uoisf is goJie to aiti ml M. de Louvois ♦, 
and 1 begin already to feel absence. I went } ester- 
day to the post-offlee to ondeavuar to make .riemis 
there, or sec if Du Bois had not rec'oiiimendv.'d n.c to 
somebody; bltt they were all newf.i.c^ .nul d.d not 
seem to think roe of consequence. I begged 

of them to let my letters oe put by themselves, .md 1 
Mould send in the niorniiig, which 1 did not fail to <!<»; 
but they st nt n|e wotdthat there wa.s none for me. 1 am 
fiilleu from the clouds! I cannot Hnc without a letter 
from you : pci haps, you tnay have directed tlu'm under 
cover to somebody in the neighbouihood, and they will 
bo .sent mo tp-morrow. 1 wish it may be so, and .that 
1 may be able to place cur correspondence, as to post, 
upon the same footing as before. 


M. lie la Rocbefoucdult. 

•f* The p ist-m ister wliom mad do S<'v had < nq iged in her Interest 
to ilitau* the tUirespondeiKi between her !au;^hter and lier. 

J l’o!>l-m«ier j^euoul and si < n,ta>} ol Vii. 
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rO TIIF SAMC. 

]*ariB, 1' )ity, Apnl 167 * 

I lUMvil) \uui Ictur of l!ie 13ih in^lant, pucisfly 
It u.i« loo late to ansuer ii; for i^iwiths aiului^ 
all thr cair 1 had taken abont the pobt, It had b (n Icit 
to ilu’ caii i(‘gsiies9 of ibf* tli'iks, which WAS just what 1 
ap|)icit( tului. 1 shall use all my endeavours to luaKi 
some new liuiid at the poat-oQict ; but, i|i iact, I lud 
miK Ii railior br oRJ if my,, poor aunt would di cide. it is 
niud to ^ay thisbut it is no less cruel to bnd d iiy 
tlui^ bar my way, when I vas leady tO coint to you. 
Mv piesent situation U far from bting agree ible, 

1 am veiy impatient to know what passed in your 
journey to St. Bauine*: it is your Ndtnt Dumt dtt 
’jftnres. The manjUH de Vince, who is t\tre.nvly ob- 
h^iii^ and civil to ine« has given me a frightful de- 
sciiption ot the v\ay to it« He hus lost Ins eldest son 
lately; 1 leally pity the poor^lllAA; for \ try often the 
U'ais would start iroin hia eyes, if be ilid nut struggle 
with hiniiiell to njircss them: lie appiais to bt \*.\y 
wairn in your in tusts. 

1 ha\e been with the cardinal to see niadame de la 
Fayette: \ie found her better than she was at Pans. 
We had a gvtat deal of couversaliuu about yo\i. lie \s 
to lea\e us next 'Monday, and will bid you adieu is ne 
hid you wtlcome. He lovis you sintciely'; and >ou 
may be sine ot his aiisvvei to the proposal conctimiij' 

* Saintt 1'. iimi is i Iji ^ {.ut oiii in the solul i kU, uIimi , 

l>y initiiuon oi ttu rnuatry. Imi uitoit anv itavnubli louinliiioti, ii 
ib&iiil, diit St Mary rtuo-d, lu iiiiDli iar Jin pci lOi lc 

aol luoitifKaiioii. 
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li V btirv archbishop of Ai\. Wc; wcic Invin^ down 
(Ik lift, lie would liad, divided botwun tiu dcsiie ot 
secins^^ou, and the ft ir of making himself luliiuloiis: 
w( i< l;ui lUd tlu houis, and fixid tin ]>iintsluucnts tor 
ItK fikst \\hu shoul ! {iK^iniK to niakt '\n\ u in iiUn upon 
Ins alt u hmenr to ^(ii I lii^ (onxcis iiioii hid lik( lu 
ii m (.lined us l)(\(nl [Icuri*^. 1) llac ipu \ dlt, and 
Aie al b( PontcaiK, xmil with us and 1 was m gitat 
state w ith these thiee men 

I am going to talce a walk i u thioe or foin houis at 
I wrt: 1 am verv melancholv, md cannot u;ise vent to 
ni> sadn(s» here: 1 will tiy what the \iidurc of the 
sping, and the music ot the nightingali s, tan do to- 
waids restoring the tranquillity oi my mind ihiii is 
nothing to be sicn htie, but {leisoiis taking h a\e of one 
another^ and there is no passing m the streets for wag¬ 
gons and equipages* 1 shall return here to morrow to 
send ofl mason's; but that 1 sliali do with ver^ little 
trouble* for the^ are only chests that cm b( t ik« ii by 
porters. He bought all his horses m (nim n\ 1 shall 
take care to supply him with moiu) duim^ tin cam¬ 
paign* Yesterday I took iQy leave of the ///z/t unua- 
lutal'f: I could hardly forbear M^iping llm c nn- 
]; 11411 will bi a warm one* fin I I ha\i no git it dt pi nd- 
tiKi on Ins care of himself Pwo dui iptm he tn'inuUi 
iiuiNt Ul iii>> deviec after all. \ lieu* uiy di ir, 1 siiall 
si\ no more to you at present I am 
l>vuine , that i>., 1 am going to a ( laie whiii I shiW 
do noilong but tliiiiK of pi j, and pi ili ips^ too uHlction- 
ateiv It v\ill be \rj\ d dn u)t for me to 11 hold the 

m 

g idtti>* th( Wilks* the linlt btid^i, the iveiiue, the 

^ r I 1 II of tlic ( u t 1 1 r mail. 1 1 1 aY'‘tU naa 

t t t 

I I Lv rr d ririyiAi 

^ ili.1 .,h slio t I Jiraiiuii, I t 
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fii'ld, tlic n)ill, the prospect* the Wood, &c. without 
thinking ofrny beloved child., - 

Lillie Dafjuin is appointed first physician to the,king; 
' so you see that I'avuui tan do as much as merit*. 


LITTER *CX(’JX. 

FIlOM MADAME D£ SEVIGNE Tu T^lB COuift' RE UUSST. 

f vPurw, April 2 ], 1 ^ 72 . 

You mu'-! know I did not receive voir lette r of the 
niru'teuith of March, which you sent by’*"*the hornet 
tradesiiiaii who gives long credit and seldom duns, nil 
^^’esterday. Would to Go^we could find tradesmen cf 
the .same description here! but tluse sort of folks have 
become sad plagues for a lung^time. Every body knows 
that whnt 1 say is true. We arc all in despair; we 
have not a farthing in our purse* w'e have no nuans of 
borrowing, our tenants do not pay, and we dare not 
coin, I). (Miisc WL- do not wish to be sent to the devil; 
yet all the w orld i» going to the army with an equipage. 
It is nut euNy to tell you how this is contrived. The 
miracle of the loaves and fishes is no longer a wonder. 
1 think y'»u are happy in ybur misfortune, in bting ex¬ 
empt i'mun joining the army. I should.be gric\i.d, if 
the only tavour you had obtained for so long .i iKriod 
was that ofslamling the chance of being killed, li is 
enough that the king knows your good inteniiou:!. 


•f- Vatoi, vri-.o iiUC'WtKDuquin, 
(i.iM, i>li' linctl hi-. . I by ;no<i:'. fd 
idoilll.ll li Val.'t 

bi’i'ai Nt’ br Im'U-■ a r’uk 
.iIm» MTV n« It killi i;r I- > <is \1. iii 
Ignorant ii ia'i> t i\.' 


RMil who a still wo'if |ih\ - 
:i : til 1 f fifty thou'un'i u.iv.,,, • . 
wl' 'iM (iny l*.i' a na.' ».,i i, - 

T 1'1,‘ I' mil* of TiHi 1 .5 
I'lj-* \«aiT n',r tl'f.i' ^■l i'.'a 

li, ..I y I'lU'v lar'y ur ij»'*‘'C ai o 


nerc n'lcj. t!’.; at w. .1.1. 
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When he wants you, hlb knows where to find you; and 
as nothing cscapea^bis memory, he wilt not perlinps 
forgot the servicfB yOh have rendertd him. In the 
mean time, enjoy the pleasure of heiiuj tlie only man 
of 3 'o«r rank who can boast of haviiiL; huad to eat. 

1 btli.TC I have'’berore given you my opinion of some 
(|f your letters to the king: they delight me. I saw a 
young man at the college of Clermont, who was worthy 
of being your son. I maile him a short visit, and I in¬ 
tend some day to invite him to dinner. I supped the 
other evening with Manicanip and his sister, tin* niare- 
cluile d*Kstrees, She t»>ld me she should go to the col¬ 
lege to sec onr Rabufin. We talked a good deal ahout^^ 
you. As for Manicamp and myself, whenever w'e nieet|^ 
we do not fail to introduce you in someway nr other; 
wc regret you, think no one eijiia! to you, and i nch 
repeats to the other some wiuicism of yours: in short, 
you ought to ()c: very much pleased with us. I do not 
know whether yon have heard that the niarshal.s d’Hu- 
mieros and de Hellcfniul are exiled, for having refused 
to obey M. dc TureiiQe when the army .shall have 
joined. 


LLTTKR CC. 

rilOM M\DAME DE SLVICNL TO MADAME 1)!'. CP.IGNAN. 

Pum, 1 \ cdiH’Mlay, Ajuil y IG72. 

I SUM!, answer your two letters, and thin give you 
.some nows from lienee. Moii.sienr de Poniponrie saw 
the fii'-t letter, and I inieiid to shon him lie* greater 
part of the setond; ho is gone: it was in laknig 
leiivi; of him hcTore Ins departure, that I .shovied it 
him; for it nas impossible to say any thing belter,. 
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than what you wrote concerning your afliairs: he ad¬ 
mires you extremely. I dare not tell you to vvliat he 
compares your style: he wa.s charmed with your de¬ 
scription of iSt. lluume; and will, I Boa sure, be much 
more so with vour second letter. The bishop ♦'’kes 
every opportunity of expressing his desire to be rec n- 
ciled to \on: as he finds matUn's in such a train here, 
as to make such a reconciliation his interest, he is wi lU 


ing to do hiniself the c redit of an inclination so suitable 
to his character and profession. It is thought, that in 
a few da\s there w'ill he a first president appointed for 
youf. 1 am extremely obliged to you for your lively 
description of ^t. llauiue, but it will not in the least di- 
llllninisli my desire of seeing that hideous grotto. The 
greater llie difliculty in Lo tting to it, the greater will 
be my iiiclinaiion to go; but after all, 1 do not much 
care alunit it, for \oii are the only thinij 1 seek in Pro- 
vence: wlteii I have you, 1 shall he in possession of all 
1 wish for. My poor aunt continues extremely ill: I 
say a thou'.iiul Uind things to her in your name, which 
she rectivis with |)lc..sure. M, de la Trousse writes 
her till* ftne>i things imaginable ; I have no itlea of 
fheM* piol'essions to the dying. If love; for me were to 
begin al such a time, I had as lief be without it. We 
siionld slrnw our love during life, and endeavour, as 
you, my dear child, know so well how to do, to make 
it pleasant and iiappy, instead of heaping on those who 
love us sorrow and vexation; it is rather too late to 
change when our friends are dying. You know how 1 
have always laughed at what is called being good-heart- 


• Tlie bishop of MarsHllcs, between whom and the Gnirn.'in family 
there hud Iktii a dispute. 

f For Pruicnee, vacant by the death of monsieur d'Opdde, 
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cd at bottom: I know but one sort of iionil-lieartcd* 
iK'ss; it is yours, and is suliiciout to satisfy tbc most 
scrupiiKiiis. 

1 sihill send madame dc (Vulaiucs tluit purt of my 
liich beloHjjs to her; that doiM- I'-ittr must be 
c»a-'tiTR> a thousand pieevs ; liowi ver, I shall liaM* a few 
biinflrfils to my own share to comfort my<elf \Mth: till 
fiear, all charming as these letters are, siiall 1 tell you, 
iny lovely child, that 1 heartily wish to rteeivu no more 
of them ? Hut now for nevxs. 


The king sets out to-mornov : there will he a hundred 
thousand men tlie less m Haris, iuT<»rdmg to the best 
caieiilations, from the dilferent (]Marters (*f the city: 
for the last four days, 1 have flone notfhlog but 
leave. 1 was vest« rdav at the eii.idel, to bid adieu to 
the grand-ruaslerbut 1 il«l not finrl him there: how¬ 
ever, I found La Troelie there wt eion r loi> Ikm- son, and 
the coumess'l' weeping for her lr.sl»:ui(l: she li td a grey 
baton, in whicii, in the exee^s ol’ lier .viief, she bu¬ 
lled her fare : it was an od I si^ilii. I l» lieve there are 
very few instances of ha’s being seen on such occasions; 
I think I would for once, at least, have jmt on a cap or 
a hood, 'i'hev both set out this tnorriiiig, the wife to 
the family-''eat, and the husliA^f^-to the w.ir: good 
iieavens, whata w'ar! it is hk«y to be the most san- 
gujnary and fatal one that has taken ])lace suice the 
passage of Charles Vlll. into Italy; and so the king has 
been told. 

The Issei X >8 defended with twelve hundred pieces of 


• The count de Lude, (prdrid-niasrer of the ordnantc. 

■f* Rciid(.-Elenurcle Buui fir't uifp to ttic count de Liide, wta n 
great Itunireit, and dres&cd on those occasions like a man: slie s|>r-iit the 
greater part of her life in the couutrv, following ‘the (hvcriiuus of tlw 
field. 

^ Accoidiug to the Duuh pronunciation, the Soheld, 
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cannon, and 60,000 infantry, besides three towns, an 
a large river, on this side of it. The count de Ciuiche, 
who knows the country, showed us a map of it at lua- 
darne de VerneuiTs; it is an astonisliing enterprise; 
the prince of Condc is very much occupied it. 

The other day a pleasant sort of a fallow eame'ro i.sni 
to say he knew a secret to furnish him with nioiie/. 
** My friend,’^ said he, “ I thank thee; but if tliou hast 
any invention by which we may pass the Issel without 
being knocked on the head, thou wilt oblige me by 
communicating it, fori know of noiHfil’* Ilis Ik ute^iants- 
general were the marshals d’Humiercs and de Kellefond, 
of w'hom J have some jiarticulars to give, which yon 
'^lOught to he informed of. The two al•nli(^ are to join ; 
the king will cominriiid Inon^ieu^"■, nn n-"j' :ir the 
yirincef, the piiiice i\I. de 'I’nrennc, and dc 'luiemio 
the two in irvlials, and evi-n the army of M. tie Cret]ni. 
"i'h( king nwntioned ihis to l!ie marshal tie Bcllcfond, and 
told him, that it was hi^ will he should obey M. de 
Tim^nne, wilhout considering his rank, 'fhe riraislnd, 
without taking time to reflect of it, (this was his fault) 
rejilied, that he should not be worthy of the honour his 
majesty had cmifeired on him, if he disgr.iced himstif 
bv^ an ol)edienC€ that had no examjjle. The king, 
with nun h goodnature, desired him to retract the an¬ 
swer he had made; 'and told him that he wished it from 
LV feeling of fiieiidship, as his disgrace would be the 
couMMpicMce of hi> refusal. Tiie marshal replied, that 
he jsavv he shouhl lose the happiness of his majesty 
favour, and ruin his own fortune; but this appealed 
to him more eligihje, than to forfeit his esteem; and 
that he could not obey M. de Turenne, without disho- 

♦ Ti\e ilnke of Or’eans, the king's brother. 

Jlli* J* 'i he ^riuce de Cond^. 



MADAilE DE SEV|,4l«£. r ^ 133 * 

nouring the to which he had raised him. 

Then,” said the l^g; ** we must part:'* the marshal 
made a very low bow, and took his leave. ]\1. de Loi>> 
vois, who does not love him, immediately sent him an 
ord^^to go to Tours. His name is erased out of tlie 
liwi&i^^e king’s hQ)Qsehoid : he is in debt fifty thousand 
Orowns more than all his estate is worth: he is utterly 
ruined; but he is contented. It is believed he will re¬ 
tire to La Trappe, He offered his equipage, w hich was 
made at the king’s expense, to his majesty, to be dis¬ 
posed of as he pleased. This was interpreted as a de¬ 
sign to attroiit the king, though nothing could he more 
innocent. His friends and relations, and all v\ho have 
any attachment to him, are inconsolable: inadame d<l ■ 
Villtirs * is so likewise. Do not fail to wiite to her, and 
to tlie poor maishal. The marshal d’lluntiores, who 
was supported by iM. de Luuvoi^, liad not appeared at 
court since, and v\;\ite(l till tbe marsliul de (Jrequi had 
g-veii bis answer. lie came [lost from tbe army to give 
it himself: he arrived yestenlay, and had a conversa¬ 
tion of an hour with tlm king. Tlie marshal de CHram- 
mont was called in, who maintained the rights of tlie 
marihals of Fiance, and desired ih<* king to judge who 
did the greatest honour to that dignity; they who, to 
support his grandeur, exposed themselves to the danger 
of disobliging bis majesty ; or be who was ashamed to 
bear that title, who had effaced it out of every place 
where it W'as found, who esteemed the name of marshal 
as an injnry to him, and who aiiecled to cwiiimaiid in 
quality of a prince. The end of all this is, that the 
marshal de Creqiii is gone to his country-house to plant 
e'abhages, as well as marshal d’Humieres. 

This is at present the only subject of conversation. 


* She was a Bc]lefuii<l, and was auut to the laarshak. 
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It is much disputed whether they did well or ill: their 
partisans on bush side^^ are warm ^fU the debate. The 
countess * has talked herself into a sore throat, and the 
count (le C^uiche is so hoarse he cannot speak : the de¬ 
bate between them grew into a perfect com* dy ; Jt^was 
jaecessary to separate them. Tbe ^trutli is, liT^aHr-.^are 
three men of great importance in carrying on the 
and it will be diOicult to supply their places. THe 
pritice is very much concerned at losing them, thinking 
the klng^ interest must suffer by it. IVl. deSchomberg, 
having commanded armies in chief, is likewise un¬ 
willing to obey M..dp Turenne. In a word, Trance, 
tliough it abounds so 'much in great generals, will 
scarcely find one who will accept of employment in 
consequence of this unhappy misunderstanding. 

M. d’Aligre has the seals; he is fourscore years of 
age ; they are only deposited with him. He is chosen, 
like a pope, merely with a view to a quick succession. 

1 have just been making the tour of the city. I have 
been with M. de la ilocheibucault; he is oppressed with 
grief upon taking leave of his sons; but in the midst of 
this conctM'n, he begs me to say a thousand tender 
things to you from him. We have had much conver¬ 
sation on this melancholy occasion. All the world is 
in tears, for their sons, their brothers, their husbands, or 
their lovers. He must be of a miserably selfish temper 
who is not deeply interested in the departure, as it were, 
of the whole kingdom. Dangeau and the count de 
Sault t came to bid us adieu. They informed us, that 
the king, instead of setting out to-morrow, as it was 
believed he would, in order to prevent the iff'usioii of 
tears, went this morning at ten, without letting his in- 

* Madame de Fiesque, who always went by the name of thi countess. 

f AftjiFuds duke de lea Diguiiies, 
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tention be known. Ht* had a suite of twelve cmly with 
him; the rest will follow. Instead of going to Vtllers* 
Coterets, he is gone to Nanteuih where it is thougltt 
thut othcis whojiave disappeared of late* will meet 
hii-To -nioirow be is to go to Soissonst and after- 
waWas^tti pursue Ihe route that was first resolved on. 
IJ^ou do not think this gallant, you have only to say 
so. The universal melancholy that reigns there, is be* 
yond imagination. The queen remains in quality of 
regent: all the principal companies hftve been to pay 
their compliments to her. This is a strange war, and 
begins dismally. 

On my return hither, I found qur good cardinal, who 
came to bid me adieu: we talked an hour togi thei; he 
has written you a little valedictory epistlr, and he sets 
out to-morrow. M. d*LJsez is going away too: who is it 
that IS not leaving Pans? alas! it is I only, but I shall 
ha\e my turn as well as otheis. 1 approve your Mo¬ 
naco excursion. It is tiue, as you sa^, that it is a cruel 
thing to take a journey of two hiiiulred leagues, and al 
the end of it to find oneself at Aix : but this jaunt will 
suit the delay of my own journey. I shall aiiive per¬ 
haps at Grignan neaily as soon as yc>u. 

1 beg, my deaicst child, that you will let me hear 
fiom you regularly. 1 arn like a lost creature without 
vour letters. 


* Tbr duchess de la Valliire. 
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LEi^iai cci, 

TO THE SAKE. 

s* , ' 

Briday, April «%yi07 . . 

Monsieur d’Usdz went this morning; I too^.iiiy lefc 'e 
dlhini with the c^tioem that t^^itural on iosinjg a p^- 
son Ro useful and friendly as be^nad beenfd hlSaire; 
Tam sensible Of his merit, and. love and hemour him 
exceedingly..,l^hppe for the ^li^sure of seeing him 
again in PfoteniiCe|.^^ou'ought in-'-all things implicitly 
to follow his advicit: he knows how matters go here, 
and vi^ill on cvefy'^rOper occasion stand up for the ho¬ 
nour of M. do Grignan. I haire written to M. de Pom- 
ponne, and did not fail to enclo.se two sides of your let¬ 
ter ; nothing can be added to what you have said. Had 
1 attempted to copy it, 1 know 1 should have heighten¬ 
ed some expressions, or rather indeed have lowi red 
them, which w'ould have robbed them of half their 
strength: I have seconded your letter by one of n>y 
own, wherein I dcsii% him to observe the turn they have 
given to this business, and in wliat a fawning artful 
manner they strive to cloak their insatiable desire of 
crossing M. de Grigriaii in all liis undertakings. I am 
sure this will have a favourable eflect on M. de Pom- 
ponne, for it is directly contrary to the proceedings of 
honest and upright men. When I lay hold of a cir¬ 
cumstance of this nature, I know \eiy well how to 
place it ih its proper light, and make it properly esti¬ 
mated : I expect his answ er with impatience. 

Our cardinal sot off yesterday. There is not now a 
single man of quality in Paris: they aie all gone with 
the king, or to their respective governments, or else 
into thftH^ountry; of the latter, however, there are but 
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few. I think M. S*** f has’imich grwter OOuragc 
than those who are to pass ti||f J^sel: he, t^iiifu||^oung, 
rich, ai^) ill ftit^p^liith, hib been able to see ev^ man 
of nterit and forluiie ]ui#^e army, wlth ae'iiioch indif* 
ferq^’^bout folluvil^ as if they had been go¬ 

ing pih^ p^rty to pjtf^lhella; 1 did not say a honling- 
fiirtben he^v|ld injilliibiy lMVe .followed them t 

n« » 


dy;.dowiS ;w*^* Tayao/ilrl^^' 
he will renii^ dnrijfji ^|^amo)erf he is infhiitl^^^ill^^' 
than the^esi^^ who M^y;^lkllow la r^inaM^ 

mmde. It is certai^^bCdfer to^bc aVp^%8opliev4irid 
pass one's liff^n ease iand tranq^llf#^ ,tbaif to be ex* 
}msed to^rp<^af dangers, and lead,a iife^oC t^f'and 
hazard foe. a: mere phaptqih: tUt^JodwIdluly argues M. 
deS*^‘^^• 

Every'body 19 sa^^incl ^out of spiriuV not a day 
passes wUhonjt rieeingsonie o^ther of one's relations go¬ 
ing to expose'themselves to the most imminent dSliger«' 
This is a heart-breaking reflection. The king himself 
was not exempt from this weakness, in this sudden de¬ 
parture. It is positively asserted, that he was received 
by some certain persons at Nauteuil, who are not to 
return very speedily to St. Germain, on account of a 
little business they havf to transact two or three months 
hence, which will be best done a, a country-house J:'-*’- 

The king is much less inccn'^cd against M. de Crequi 
than again' L the two niheir|||. because he gave his rea¬ 
sons in a vcM’y proper manner. Marshal Jiellefotid an- 
swereil too drily, tuo cavalierly. Wo*should Hot for¬ 
get what is necessary on such occasions. 

You are now on your journey, my dear; you can- 


-j* liy the letter of the 10th of May followiag, it is plttlti that 
M. (ic Sully U the person alluJed to. 

X Miubine do Moiiieipiii, who '.vas near her coitfiaeroeiit, is pro¬ 
bably alluded to here. 
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not do -any j^hing bet^OTat present; we are not always 
in a situi^ioi^ or in a to travel. If you mimc 

less adylnturous, 1 should b#bappMh^hot you love to 
attempt uncQinrnon (-x{>!oits,4ug|d go where wheel has 
never passed before; this gives hie uneasinosa* ^^Take 
iny advice, iny cbild^ ^ patufi^'^hh^.ride 

on horseback, or lie carried in a like other peiC^le. 

’ Consider what it have atM^^h»gi> 0T necJf».brQKen. 
lifHte to me as oflen as esf^&ily from 

Monaco. H- f. 

I am on very good termscount de (tuiche; 
I have seen him several times at M. de^la Roebefon* 
cault’s, and at the hotel deSuUy: hjs. alwi^s attacks 
me ; he fancies wit; #e, have, chatted and jested 

a good deal with one hnolhev* He has told me how 
dreadfully bis sister * has heen’^i^ii^ by having been 
bled unskilfiiUy, and tbo.^^<KiBt has exedted my com* 
passion and alarm. 1 have never seen lum vritU his 
CkiVneaet; they are personages so exactly formed upon 
the model of an old romance, that no one suspects them 
of indelicacy in their passion, and it is thought they 
have good reasons to observe inviolably the laws of 
honour. 

It is two months-since La Marans has seen her soti t; 
he has no very high o|jinion of her. Shall 1 tell you 
what she said the other day t Her sayings, you know, arc 
ofti'ii extraordiitary. She declared that for her part, 
she had ralher die than granf iavoiirs to a man she loved ; 

if she found a man that loved her, and who was not 
perfectly disagreeable, and that she was entirely free 


• Ml I.tuu- ilr ^TmidCO. 

•f* M utiuui' de Ikitsar. 

J Monsu'm di- V.i Uo« hi foncault ii the person always nit am in ilitse 
Irttcif h\ liic bou of n.aiUino de Maiaiis, llui lady 'always cahinj; kini 
5071, and he htvhojj lu-t tnolUa, 
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troni passion for him, she i|ii^M^.]perha|}s prevail with 
iI crsci r to ventiire on4[kUi^)e,j^|inflliance. Her sQn p^- 
M’l'vcs in his m^oVy^r^iiltvirtvioas resolotioh if hers* 
and makes it ah^int^)i)^Tuic, by which to jud«'o of 
her ip^*-tgue8. He approved of this distinc¬ 

tion |iie<^iivire, becaoi^^ii'Was delicate and lu w ; lie had 
be^e confersed oid^ with women of such gross inindsi 
that they could the oi^^m tlic otheV^H||^ 

always confounded ttieilmii that was loved, 
that was favoured: 4»tit that it was agreeable to 
nicer taste, to reforij|,.theie old maxiim, which were hot 
to be compared witlii' the refined sentiments she endea¬ 
voured to ptroduce. Il is, pleasant to liearhis rhff^c- 
tioiu on this,etibject* Since lie had Hhis key to ids 
mother's behaviour, he has lost sight'^Vf her, but he 
draws his own coi»fqi||i||GC8 irithout any difilculty. 

' ■ .'Hk 

Fddsy night. 

1 saw mad am e du PlcssiUBelliere two hours ago; she 
related to me the coit^rsation between the king and the 
luarslial de Oe^ut *. ft was long, earnest, afiecting, 
and rational, if he had been the first to speak, the af* 
lair would doubtless have terminated happily ; he pro¬ 
posed five or six expedi^lU which might have b^hi| re¬ 
ceived, had not the king made it a law to himself hot fd 
yield to any aecommoda^pn, The marshal de Belle- 
fond has s])oiled all. M.'^fte'la Kochefoucault says, it 
is because he is uiiyielding/'and that his mind does not 
easily dove-tail itself with the sentiments of^otbers. 
The marshal de Crequi said to the king in despair, 

Siie, take from me the marshal's Staff; that may he 
~dune at your pleasure : let me serve this campaign 


* The uidi!)hdl dc Crt'qui to niadaiae du ricMis 

IkillC'tc. 
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Simply ns n^r^uis perhaps I may ivp 

to ha^c It restuicd to ’lao ^ the end of tiii wii ” 

The king was dike.ted at th#*siftia(h)ii in whx h ix '.uv 
him, ana as he went out of t^eabinef^ in an agony oi 
gntf, *:( arceh knowing any im t, he said to the 

marsh il di V ll« roy, Follow tlwniarsli il dirtV^qw,!, he 
18 almost besidi iiinidclf ” lie. gpokfof him wnh es^ni. 
And'without usentmtiit, and^liis made his eompaiiy of 
^ards serve in the aimy. marsh tl is gone to hit 
house at Marines near Pontoise, with hit wife and chiU 
dren. The marshal d’Hamieres is gone to Aiigeis. 
ThiS/ tuy dear child, has been the only subj^ect oi con¬ 
versation heie fur these foui days* There h not a sool 
oi uny faihioti left m- Pat is. ^ 

t 

VWi vm iopg 
VeiMi neiii^ias vtlsYittil 
Partg^ d*amo«r | 

Mius juaqi^ If ur wteur K 


My aunt ii lomewhai better thni sIig w so that we 
are resolved to set out about tho iniddit or end oi May. 
In the mean time, I shall carefully infoAn you of every 
thing that passes. Adieu, ‘my dearest child, 1 am 
yours without reset ve or limitation. 

* Noit, BOW IB your tiniP, cotB^Sldi inurt {londer’d cit. 

And ludke jour approurbsiPiriM ngli nt our feet 
We pcimityou to tell whk vnua iMSbion you burn. 

But, hsrk ye! cmly tid diry can return. 
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LFj^ETl CCir. 

TO THE SAMT. 

I’lMs, Wi lllU'id iv, IVUj 4 t 1679. 

It is iinposslhlt', my dear chiM, to tell yon how mticli I 
pitv', how much 1 prAi:>e, and Innv nnich I admire yoa: 
thus I divi^' iii\ di^LOUiM* into three htNui.s. First, / 
pity you iii heinj; so subject to the vapums and low spi¬ 
rits, un they will certainly do you much harm. Se¬ 
condly, Iptjiseyou fqr Subduing them when there is 
occasi > 11 . especially on M*de (■rignaii’M account, \shotii 
they must make very uneasy » it is a pleaSmg proof of 
the rf>^.tld and consider|^on y<>u have for linn, third¬ 
ly, and lastly, I admire you for suppressing your natural 
inc1i..atiun, to appear what you arc not: this is leally 
heioic, and the fruit A your philosophyyou have 
ample matter in to oaU it into exercise, 

were saymg tbe^Mhep day, that there is no real eyif in 
life, except gwt pain ; all the rtst is merely imagin- 
ai\, and depends.oii the 4fght in which we view things. 
All other evils are curable either by time, moderation 
in our w'ishes, or strength^of mind ; and may be light** 
ened by reflection, philosophy. But pain 

tyrannises over both body. Cmifidetice in God 

may indted enable us to hrar it with patience^ and turn 
It to our advaittage, but it<wnfjbot difpiniih it. . 

'I Ins seems to savour of the Ff^itbonrg i^lnt Ger- 
m nn but it comes fiom my |Mttr'punt's 'hji iiMicnt, 
"whue 1 was the leader of the coiiven|!ttim). The suh- 
je« t iio-te natuially f'om h rexlieiiu '•uji-nrigs, wliith, 

* I li-l IS *'r >m mil me (1» la I v t*'-,, at wlin 0 hf i r* M. »1<» 
11 > '1 nijia !', ancljoi.' of ili' must stlttl tiiiip.ij 11 i’am, u if 
ii> .1 (I. r. 
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she maintaitii, are iKfinitely superior to every c\iY that 
life is subject to. M. de la Rochefoucault is of the 
same opinion : he is still tormented with the (/out; he 
has loit his true mothei and he lami'Oted htr death 
so tenderly and afKclionately, t[;|at 1 al;a£)>t adorid 
him : sliev\as a uoman oft xfraordinary merit, 
the only person in tlio \\orld, he said, who uas 
changeahle m her love to him. Fail not to write to 
him, both you and M. de (rdgnan. IM. rie la Borhe- 
foucault’s ailectioB for his family is unparalleled: he 
maintains that it is one of the chains that attach us 
to one another. We have discovered, and related, and 
reconciled, many things relative to his foolish mother 
(mudame de Marans), winch explain to us clearly wlni 
you once said, that it was not what we thought, but 
quite another tliing: yes truly it was quite another 
thing, or perhaps better still, it was this and that too; 
one was without prejudice to the other: she widdcd 
the lute to the Toice, atid spiritual things to coarseness 
and indelicacy, . My Ohild# we have found a good vein, 
and one which explains the mystdry oT a quarrel you 
once had in the eouncil-chamber of roadame de la 1 ay- 
ette: I will tell ^on the rest in Provence* 

My aunt is in a state which does not seem likely to 
terminate. Your journey^ exceedingly well-timed, 
perhaps ours may tally widb'^H^'* We have a great de¬ 
sire to pass some part of our Whitkintide on the road, 
either at Moulhta or at l.iydns. The abbe wishes it no 
less than myself. There is not a man of quality (of the 
swot d I iueaii)'ln PafU., I went on Sunday to hear mass 
at tilt •« Ehal! find our poor Minims quitr 

dtsiuUd,” saul 1 to ni.uhinoi'*elle de la Tiousse, v\e 
shall not find a t leatiiu* tlicu*, L\ccpt the inaiquis d"AI- 


* (,j) il1!c i’ll ri Liancourt, 
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IU 3 C*.” Well, we went imo .l|^^' 1 churcn, whore the 
tir^t and only creature wc saw'i^as tho iiiarijuis cl’Alluye: 
I could not ht'l[> laughing; till I fairl\' cried at the oddity 
of the thing ; in .-'hort, he* w left behind, and is going 
to liis government on the sea-coast. The coast must 
be gnanled, you know. 

'J'.ie lover ol her whom you style the incomparable 
did not meet her at the first stage, but on the road, in 
a house of Sanguines, a little be^'oiul that which you 
know : he remained thei*e two hours, it is thought he 
then saw the children for the first time. The fair one 
stays there attended by a guard, and a female friend; 
she is to be there for four or five months. Madame do 


la Valli^re is at St. Germain’s ; madame'de'Thianges ig 
herewith her father; Isaw her daughter the olln r day, 
she is beautiful beyond all imagination. Some [leople 
pretend that the king went straigiit to Xanteuil, but it is 
certain that the fair one is at the huuso called Genitoi. 


I tell you nothing but the truth ; there is nothing I hare 
a greater avwsion and contempt for than idle stories. 

You have taken your departure then, my dear; well, 
I will live in the hope'of hearing from you at every 
>iHge. 1 shall not be behindhand on my side. I have 
managed so well as to find a friend at the post-ofiice, 
who is very careful of our letters. I have for these se* 
veral days past been occupied in adorning my cottage; 
Saint Aubin has effected wonders. 1 shall sleep there 
to-morrow. 1 swear to you that the reason 1 like it so 
well, is because it is intended for you. You wiRlje very 
wtdi accommodated in my apart>viont, and I shall not 
be less so. I will tell you how chaimii^ly every thing 
contrived. 1 am oxlrcinely uneasy about your jmjoi* 


• Faiil tri^sdoiiblc:i'», iT/i.fj ii (I’A.'.m'c aur! '1<- S«niirr!s, goveriiur ol 
diP i’\y aiiil coui'in' i>f and <if tl»< I’.ijs ( ii.inaiii. 

t file king rind nia Ijiue de >1 i.e.c-jjo 1 . 
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brother; thil’ tGrrnijSM^r""i]Me8 us tremble for those 
ve love : whenever it, it fills me with horror ; 

but then agnin, I comfort inybelf with the thought that 
it may not be so bad as 1 apprebeiid, for I have remark* ^ 
ed that things seldom liappcn as we expe ct th em to do. 

Pray let me know what has happened between tlic 
princess Harcourt and 3 ^ou *. Brancas is dread\^ii}r 
chagrined that you do not love his daughter. M. 
d’l'se/ has promised to re-establish peace between all 
puriii‘s : 1 should be glad to know what has occasioned 
the coolnes-. I}elween you. 

You tell me of 3 "our son, that his beauty grows less, 
and his merit increases; 1 am sorry for the loss of his 
beaut \s and I am rejoic«d to fitid that he loves wine; 
ibis IS a little spice of Britany and Burgundy together, 
which will produce a rliarming effect witli the prudence 
of the (jrignaiis. .As fur your daughter, she is (piite the 
reverse; her beauty increases, and her merit lessens. 

i I* ^ 

^assure you, she is very pretty, but as obstinate as a 
ffemon ; rhe bfA her little w ills, and Ijttlc designs of her 
ownj she diverts us eElremely ; she has a beautiful 
complexion, blue eyes, black hair, a nose neither hand* 
some nor ugly ; her chin* her cheeks, and the turn of 
..iter face, are fauUU ss. 1 shall say nothing of her mouth, 
it will do very well. She has a very sweet voice : ma- 
dame de CoQlanges thinks it suits her mouth admirably. 

1 fancy, my dear child, that I shall at last be a con¬ 
vert to your opinion, I meet with vexations in life 
that arc insuppoi uble, ami find, luitwitlistandmg my 
fine re.isoning at ilu bt'g.nuing of this letter, llicre are 
inanv evils which, ihmigli less severe than bodiU i am, 
are neveithilos equallx to bi- dreaded. I meet with 

• Fruiires de 1’ruiir.ts, Mile 1 1 ’i. rto Ilonry Cli.tr'rts, of I/)rrain 

I • t 

priiiee <>t llaitoiii:; aiui d.Mi:;lite) ot Llurlcs He Braucai, jjC'ntlciuau ut 
honour to queeu Aaiie uf Aiuiitd. 
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tdcIi iu cuuMit (1i'^appoinlnient8, .that 1 ihuA \^lih you, 
that life i'; \ei'y disobliging. 

tilt! chevalier df Lorraine went away, he was 
making love to the angel*, and Monsieur seenud to 
approte of it. Madame do Coetquen f has not been 
able, they say, to resume the thread of her tliscourse; 
m',^ame dc Rolian has resigned ; she, and lier whole 
family, are lodged at the hotel de Vilri. I expect letters 
from M. de Pom[>onne; wo, that is, you, have no first 
presi '• nl yet. 


LETTl.Il ( CIII. 

TO Tilr. svMi!:. 


I’tsi'iN, 1 iiilux, ISItiy 6, Hi72. 

AIy dear child, 1 must loturii to narration, it is a folly 
1 can never resist. Pitpare, iheielore, for a (ie.scription. 
1 was ye.sterday at a service performed in honour of the 
chancellor Segnier at the Oratory. Painting, sculp¬ 
ture, music, rhetoric, in a word, the fuurjibcrnl arts were 
at the expense of it. Nothing could exceed the beauty 
of the, decorations ; they were finely imagined, and de¬ 
signed by Le Brun. The mau.soleum reached to the 
top of (lie dome, adorned with a thousand lamps, and a 
variety of figures characteristic of him in whose honour 
it was erected. Beneath were lour figun:s of Death, 

* Li'iLl6a-LIi£ubi!ih Ruiixrl, daughter to iniirdul daGnticia. 

•f* It is well known that she w.is his mistress #ii the time ^irenne was 
making luve to her: anti that, having condik-ri to her.dieMeret of Ma- 
(iaine’s vtjyu^c to England, she told it to th*- rlievalter, who did nut fail 
TO Tell Muiisieiir of it, and Monsieur lintimliatelv infonned the Liii'r 
tltat he Ha» .ie(|iiainteil the (luuiubtaiicr. XiV. (lihrcfiir eri- 

rd Tiircriiie extrniieh, hy infoiining him at the same time that liis se« 
erct was heiMM*<l, ami hi:, miitrtxs uiiiaithfiil. 

■J Peter Seguier, who died the 2Slh of Januaiy, 107.'*. 
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brnring the marks of his several dignifies, as havin;^ 
taken away his honours with his life. One of ihein 
held h is helnief, another his ducal coronet, ano(4icr the 
ensigns of his f>rder, anotlicr his chanecllor’s mace. 'J’hc 
four sister arts, painting, music, eloquence, and «rul|)- 
tiire, were represented in deep distress, bewailing the 
loss of their protector. The first representation v»l.is 
siippoited by the four virtues, fortitude, temperance, 
justice, ami religion. Aliovc llie.se, four angels or genii, 
received the soul of the de'cea.sctl, and .seemed pi nilng 
their purple wings to hear their precious ch.uge to liea- 
ven. 'J'hc mausoleum was adorned with a variety of 
little .seraph.s, who .snppprted an illuminated shiine, 
which was fixed to the tep of the cupola. Nothing so 
magnificent or so well imagined was ever .seen ; it is l,e 
IJrim’s niasler-piecc. The whole church was adorned 
with pictures, devices, and emblems, which all boro 
some relation to the life, or olTice, of the chancellor; 
and some of liis nohle.st aciions were represented in 
painting. Madame dc Vcrnueil '*'■ ofTered to purchase 
all this decoration at a great ])rice; but it was unnni- 
moasly resolved by those who had contributed to it, to 
adorn a gallery with it, and to con.sccrate it a.s an ever¬ 
lasting monument of their gratitude and magnificence. 

assembly w'as grand and numerous, but without 
confusion. 1 sat next to Monsieur do Tulle f, madame 
Colbert and the duke of Monmouth, who is as hand¬ 
some as when we saw him at the palais royal. (Let 
me tel! you in a parenthesis, tliat he is going to the 
army to join the king). A young fatlu r of the Oratory 
came to speak the funeral oration. 1 desired MonSi°u_r^ 

• Charlotte de St‘ir>.i.'i, liii r.nniei!, Js*^, M-ixiniilian do 

Bethuiio, duke dc .Si.l y, and, idly, Hciirv <!(■ Ijcuibcii, duke lie 
Vcriieud. 

-t- JviLi> Mujcarcn, bishop ui" Tulle, a L'.ltbiaicd prc..cficr. 
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])it III Ikii iiii'cr * liilicc uolhiiig LiMii.i Mi.ia.ii ii<L- iHji ly 

of sjK'dacle, aiul ihe cNfilK iii-e i f ilu- imp.ir, Imt 
tho force of Ills oloi|uence. Triy cliild, iliis voun.: didii 
trembled he began, un*l ue all trcmbli d fm him. 

i.)uv ears were aT'flrht .struck vviih a provincial accent; 

is of Marsedies, and is called Lene. but a.s he reco¬ 
vered from his eonfuslQn, he became so brilliant; es¬ 
tablished hinisilf so well; gave so just a measure of 
praise to the d«. ceased ; tcaiched uith so nuich address 
and delicacy.all the j)a:ssagrs in hi.s life where delicacy 
was required; placed in .so true at light all that was 
most woilhy of admiiicimi. employed all the churms of 
cxpres.sion, .ill the ma'-terly strokes of Ooquence, witli 
so much pro|>i'icty and so much grace, that every one 
present, without exception, bui.st into applause, charm¬ 
ed with so perfect, .so hnisiied a performance. 11c is 
twenty-eight years of age, the intimate friend of M. clc 
'i'ulle, w ho accompanied him when he left the a.s$einbly. 
\Vc were for naiiiiiig him the chevalier Mascaron, and 
I think he will even surpass his friend. As fur the 
inu.sic, it was fine beyond all description. Baptiste* ex¬ 
erted himself to the utmost, and was assisted by all the 
king’.s musicians. There was aji <additiPn made to that 
hne illiscrerc; and there.was a Liikrri, which filled the 
eyes of the whole assembly with tears : I do not think 
the music in heaven could exceed it. There were se** 
veral prelates present. 1 desired Guitaut to look for 
the good bishop of Marseilles, but we couldlVotsee him. 
1 vvhispered him, that if it had been the funeral oration 
^.^anv person living, to whom he might have made his 
court by it, he would not have failed to have been there. 


H 2 


♦ Lu'lv, 
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This link' pleasantry made us liiuyli, in spile of the •so¬ 
lemnity of the ceremony. jMy dear ciiild, what a 
strange letter is tliis' I fancy I have almost Iqst my 
senses ! What i> thi^ long account to you ? 'I'o tell you 
the tnitli, 1 have Jtalidkd my love of de^cription. 

The king is at Ciiailerui, and will nniKe a pretty lung 
stay tin re. There is no forage yet to he found, aivl 
his iiuinerons (rain carries fainiiie with it uhenver he 
goes. They are embarras''ed at the outset of the cam¬ 
paign. (iuiiaut shov\ed vonr letter to me and the ahhe ; 
the burthen of it is ver\ obliging moi fun 

vterr*J. How amiable you are, my child ! and how 
agreeably do you justify the unbounded alkction I bear 
you ! Alas ! I think of nothing hut my journey ; leave 
the arrangement to me: 1 will conduct c\ery thing; 
and if my aunt continues to spin out the poor reniaius 
of life to any great length, I shall certainly set out; 
you are the only person in the world v^ho could induce 
„«)nc to leave her in so pitiable a situation. I am every 
moment thinking of my deparlure, but have not courage 
to fix the day. To-day iny journey is concluded on ; 

. to-imtrrow I am, irresolute. Wiiat you say, my dear, 
ig true; there are events in life, which are veiy dis¬ 
obliging. You beg me not to think of you in changing 
my house, and 1 bug you ta btelietre that 1 think of no¬ 
thing tdse; and that you are so dear to me, that you 
'Occupy my whole heart. 1 shall go to-morrow and 
sleep in that dciiglitful apartment, where you may be 
accommodated without displacing me. Adieu, my beau¬ 
tiful love, you are at present a traveller, exposed to the 
wide world ; 1 fear your adventurous iiumour. I can 
jieither trust to you, nor to jM. dc Grigiiaii. It is, as 


• Send ijif niv motl fr. 
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^ <)u sny, a siranje thing lo find ojie’s M-lf at Ai\, after 
li.wiijg gnne two hundi'ed leagues; ami at St. I’iloii*, 
afu-r 1 raving climl^ so high. Vour It tu rs somrliincs 
('iintain very pleasant passages^ but sonmtiincs stMiUMircs 
u iiii li you, as obsi'ure as iIid-o i)t''I’acilns. T 

simnblfd upon tins (’(uiijianson, and it i-. a very j'lsi one, 
I'eiiihince Grignaii, ami ki^s in', riglit i licek, i)rn(;atli 
t})c III lie tufted mole. 


LLiTTI'Il CCIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

P.iris, irj, ib73. 

It is certain, that tlie extreme beauty of la\ri would 
be capable of giving joy to iny heart, if 1 Mere not over* 
wlicinied with grief at the ineianclioly situation in which 
I sec my poor aunt, and witli a perpetual desire of tet* 
tiu'i mil ; joinetl lo these, the illness of maii.nne de la. 
l'd\tU*i ilii'i. me. Ajo i Ini'. I'm bi<Ml in the COun* 

•r * 

try for upwarlii <if a innniii, lukitig every iiecetMiary 
precaution, as she thought, against her disorder, ai|d re* 
inriung to all a|>pearniice us sound as a rOja^ ; tUflpt 
attacked a day or two aber her arrival, with .an 
fit, attended with fever and delirium : this has reduued 
lu-r to a worse extremity than ever, and caiiniat fail in 
tile end to carry her otK ^ J^ut her disorder, vi^ent afl«^ 
it i.s, does not shock me so much as iiiy aunt’s : it is thafr^ 
which distracts me, by heiiiga cuntiiiiial obstacle to my 
darling object, lint tru^t to me ; leavi^ me to myself. 

I <diall nut go to IVovence for a long time, if I do not 

• .Si. IMoii a r! upel iti the form of a (iotnc, built u|Xin (he point 
iiF thurotk «if Saimi* Uaunic. It is <»iib »u be 'dtt.iimJ wuh iiiBnit* 
labour, l>y a lUdd cut m the luoutt'itiiu 
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j/o fhii yrrir : rtirmifh y(»u may be on the point of Icav- 
ir )i I arnvf, yet suffer me to see it ; 

and ir the presfrice of the abl^ can be of service to von 
in yeur aff.i rs, take advantage of his kind offer: many 
^things may be (hnie in little time: p’ytv eii«^''*i|,atienee, 
help iiM to bv -'V :.r:’l he assured we shall not lose a ^ill- 

glc* moment in *'« fiie; ci.*, ev( n lliough we may in some 
frspecls he del’ll,I' ni in c(|)rt6By’. The niulliplicit} of iny 
duties destioys me ; v.hat 1 do^ia too much for me, and 
whafe;< r 1 omit vexes ino; Spring, which used to give 
jne new life, is no longer spring to me. Alas ' these 
fine d^s ttiv fwt tmdefyrme, is still the burtliun of my 
song. 1 just coi^^tinue, buvrever, to keep my soul in my 
body. 

*I can easily comprehend your desire to see T-ivii. I 
k^e you will enjoy It in your turn. I M.ppose M. 

has told you that the king has made a law with 
hinHsetf^to grant no iiKlulgencOB of absence, but you 
i^ay at least enjoy it, if it please God, during the life of 
ilie ajbbe. 1 asked a person the other day, to describe 
td> ijfkt wha| sort of spring yours is, and where your 



ide^^rch themselves to sing. I find theie is 
Igf'them but rocks or frightful precipices of 
elie orange-grdtes or olive-trees, and they do 
H^frlbB^h bitter thii^: .ffay tell me something to 
i^ievft ^ honour of your country. 

^ I apipove your journey highly. I am certain it must 
^^e very amusing; tl^ sound df the cannon has some- 
ip 4 t that-.appears to accord with your grandeur 
s tln^'is also something romnnfic in being 
received like a princes^ji wherever you go; indeed yd.i. 
want nOw and then a stranger or wandering prince to 
grace your history ; I fancy you have not many of 
those ; however, this is a circumstance of no great im« 
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uortrinco. You rausl tell nu; who vicconij^auu s you in 
iiiis little excursion. jMons. de iMarlel ^ has wntUu 
iliat he. w ill receive you like & (jueen of France. 1 caii- 
* ii.it hut adame the geiiejr*^ of the galleys -j, and hiscu- 
(i()us passion; he will not he pul to niuch didiculty to 
filay the spCTrr.I^j.?.? and expiring lover ; at least if he is 
as corpiiltnt as you repiestnt him, he may easily die 
of siiliocntion at his inisireSh’s feet. It seems to me 
that you are on better terms together than you former¬ 
ly were. At MarseilieSj 1 uuderstandj he is passionately 
in love with me. 

Your h tiers are sent very regularly: you may W'ritc 

ofiencr wiiiiout fearing to inconyenienee me. If you 

were good, you would have told me t|ta history of your 

uneasiness the other day : 1 have puzzlcd’myself in vain 

to find out the cause. Your last l^tet makes me think 

you have eneniie.s but 1 cannot conceive who they can 

bCt La Marans has other tilings to thiiik-of: you afie 

at a distance from her, and cannot annoy her in fluiy 

wav. Besides: her sort of malice does not extend to 
•• • 

things where.care and application are necessary : yeu 
ought however to give me full information upon the 
subject. But, good Gdd! what can they say of yo^^% 
1 cannot be uneasy at it, persuaded as 1 uni,, that fuA- 
hood soon dies. If you haitchciseii, my dear childy'^you 
could h.tve informed me better than you have done< 
Monsieur de Tureniie is set out from Charleroi, at the 
head of twenty thousand men ; his desUriationt is a se¬ 
cret. My son is .still in (yernia|iy. We shall now 
in continual ap reherisioii of hearing.from Jt 

u feared that De Buy ter who ^^H^k^val 

* Crnrral of the marine at Toulon. 

•f Leuis-Vicior Korhcckouart, tlukc de Yivoane, 

^ Tlie Dutch admiral. 
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cominandt’r in tlie world, has engaged and tkl’catt’ii 
i’ount d’i'isirees in the channel. We know very little 
news here : it is said the king has forbidilcn any to be 
published : ii is t(» be hoped, however, he will not con¬ 
ceal liis victoriff* I'roin ns. 

ha Troche, tin* iibbe Arnauld, ntiel .\iTcie Varenne, 
dined with tue \esterday in uiy cottage, which 1 love^ 
because it \\a-> built tnily tor the pleasure ot*seeing you 
both there. Since I began this letter, I have seen Mar¬ 
seilles*^; he appears as mild as a lamb; we did not 
engage in any controversy, but talked of the wonders 
that M. dX-scz and I intended to perrurm, to bring 
about a lasting peace. I shall not easily su|)poi't the 
return of maclame dc Monaco, without bringing you 
with her; my gootl-ttatoreddispocillon not yet chang¬ 
ed. ] know, bcybnd'tlie shadow of a doiiht, that La Ma- 
rans drCads your return, as much ns it is possible to dread 
any thing : and that she w'ill lea\e no .stone unturned 
to r.usi* an ob.'.tiitle tb it ; she i aniiol s'lppoi t \ our pie- 
ticncfi; ir you will let me know a little more of the 
tricks that have been played you, 1 may perhaits be 
able to assist you ra discovering the authors of them. 
ITou are greatly obliged to Langlade; he is no writer 
indeed, but he shows himself your friend on every oc¬ 
casion : he has spoken wonders to M. dc MaiNeilJes, 
and has puzzled him mel^ than all the rest of your 
friends put together. M. Dirval is gone for Lyons, 
from whence he is to set out for Venice : Ins equipage 
was in high taste, an<|$jexkreniely brilliant, lie says of 



t'oiiaro f; for he pretends that 

-ilightcdUiiirn. IMonsieur de Marsillac t 


Tilt- lii-liop ot‘ Marseilles. 


•f* 1 fchall lute thee as imiih as 1 have loved ihec*. 
X ^tMt to the duke dc la Roehefoucaiilt. 
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word home, that they .shall out the 10th on a grand 
e\'])eititioii: monsieur ilc Turoiine is inarehed forwards 
at the head of twenty thousand men. 

. LF/lTiai * CC'V. 

PUOM MADAME DE SI VlGNll To THE I'OUN’I l)E BUSSY. 

Pjiris, May 11, lt> 72 . 

I MUST be very much changed not to understand your 
jests, and all the fine passages in your letters. You 
well know, count, that v\c had furnierly the gift of ita- 
ilerstanding one another before we had opened our lips. 
One answered very pertinently to what the other intend¬ 
ed to say ; and if we had not wished to give each other 
the pleasure of pronouncing words with facility, our pe¬ 
netration would have almost sj)ared us the trouble of 
co]iversalioii. When an intelligence of this kind ia 
established between tw'o persons, they can nefer be dull. 
In my opinion, to comprehend (]uickly is a very happy 
talent: there is a vivacity in it that is agreeable to 
others, and that makes us in good humour with our¬ 
selves. M. de la Kochefoucault says, truly, in his max-. 
ims, ** We love those better who comprehend us readily, 
than those who must listen to understand our mean¬ 
ing." By the same rule you laod 1 ought to love one 
another the more for the intelligence that subsists be* 
tween us. I beg yon to spealt of me to every one who 
comes, and be careful to add some^-little trails, in your 
own style, to the culogium the marchioness * * 
has,made on me. Be alcrl, and placiei'^urself 
the two extremes, with as much skill as she hasevmced 
Yolnbility. 

No news is stirring. The king marches with the 
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army* vve huow not whrrc. llis majesty’s designs 
are as secret as he tnuld wisi). An ofticer ^AT(»tc the 
otluT (lay to a friend in town : “ 1 beg you t(^ inform 
me whcllier vie arc going to besiege iWaestrecIit, or to 
pass the Issel.” 

I assure you thi-- campaign alarnf:‘Sner*TI)(j‘>e who, 
from their misfortune ralhcM- tlian their inclination, an* 
not in the army, arc, in my opinion, the be^t oll^ One 
proof that the king is not tired of your letters i^, that he 
reads them : he would not do this if it wtre unplea>ant 
to him. Adieu, count: I am glad you like mine : it i" 
a proof you do not hate the writer. 

FROM M. DE COnUINELLI. 

1 iiAvr. a great inclination, sir, to taki? another trip into 
Bourgogne. There are a thousand thing** upon which 
I long to converse with yon ; for my last visit was too 
short. I have not failed to profit by the passages you 
marked for me. Uy mind is still occupied with them, 
for in my opinion no one says such good things as your¬ 
self. You know 1 am no (liittercT. Preserve the divine 
! manner you [lussess, which show's the man of (juality, 
•^nd is pleasing in the highest degree ; I mean of having 
more thoughts than wmrds, anil never using a word too 
mucti I do not say this to-^havc an opportunity of in¬ 
troducing the precept of Horace; for 1 can introduce 
.. a precept unseasonably, merely to show my learning, 
if ihc fancy take me: you have lung known me in this 
respfct: to my Qiind you follow this rule of Horace 
tilifef thari anv one. ‘ N. 

Horace >peaks of a style of writing called satire, i>y 
which he means an agreeable discourse, and useful and 
pleasing reflections upon manners, whether good or 
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bad : and he describes it thus. It is not cnought he 
says, to create a laugh ; though th;'.t is a great point: 

‘ * l^rgo noB satis cst rlaii (licKiccre ricttim 

Auditoris, ct cst qiisefiani lix'C quuquc virtus: 

but we must ais«9/both in writing and speaking, be con¬ 
cise, and avoid a supiTlIuity of words, that our thoughts 
may be visible and striking, and not enveloped in a 
cloud of phraseology that obscures them : 

Est brc\ltate opus, ui currat si-nlcntm, ncu sc 
Itnpcdiat verbis lussas oiicrentibus aurcs. 

Moreover, we must not always be grave and severe, nor 
always smooth and agreeable, in our discourse: 

£t sennouc opus cst niudu tiisti, sa^pc joniso. 

Neither shoidd we dwell too long on the proofs of what 
we would advance, like the orator, nor enter too freely 
into the blandishments of the poet, who thinks only of 
amusing, not of profiting, his hearers : 

Dcfendentc vieem iuod6 rhetoris atquc ][)oStic. 

Sometimes even all this should be avoided, and noiliii^ 
appear but the gentleman, who attends hut little to rule 
or order, and never fails to please by his negligence ; 
who never intrudes his thoughts, and often suppresses a 
thousand beautiful ideas which present themselves in 
crow'ds upon his subject, because he would nut appear 
to be a man of superior understanding: 

* ' Iiiterdum parcentis viribus, atque 

Extenuantis cas coiisultb. 

This sir, upon my faith and honour, is what you ap¬ 
pear to me to obbcrvc better thaa smy man 1 know. 1 
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say so continu.'illy to our literati. If I come fo Pussy, 
I will read the satires and epistles of Horace with you, 
and you will agree that it is impossible he should ever 
be excelled. This is the character Persius gives him : 

Oinne vafpr vitiuin riHrnii Flarcus mmix. 

Tdiigit, et adittisiui circum pru'c^rdia ludit. 

Madame dc Sevigne wishes me to undertake a pnne« 
gyric of your epistlesf. Indeed, sir, Ovid himself ought 
to write it, in gratitude for the handsome dress in whiclt 
you have clothed him. 

LETTER * CCVL 

FROM THE COUNT DE BUSSY TO MADAME DF. SLVICnL 

Chasm, May IS, 167*2. 

1 SEE plainly, my charming cousin, that you have this 
in common with many other people, that you must be 
praised to be agreeable, ilecause 1 assured you some 
time ago of the pleasure your letters aHbrded me, you 
have made your last agreeable from beginning to end. 
1 know it is necessary to be in good humour, and that 
the subjects should be happily chasen: but above all 
we must feel that the persons to whom we write will 
understand us; for otherwise we are negligent. In 
reality, nothing can exceed your letter; for it abounds 
with the wisest things expressed in the most pleasing 
manner. I perfectly agree with you, that we ought to 
love another. Kobody knows your value so well as I, 
and nobody knows mine so well as you. It seems *0 
me too as if no love were wanting on either side ; and 

The tnndation of the Hcimc of Paris to Helen, and 

HdoatoFina. 
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this love will last, if i^edo not place more confidence 
ill others than in ourselvu!?. We gain no news from the 
^army because the pUns are not only kept svcrel, but 
even when known, it is wished that tiiey ^llould not be 
told ; this is right. You also are right in saying ilrat it 
is an alarming campaign. 1 believe with yu that it will 
be a terrible one, and 1 will tell yoti why it must iie- 
ce.ssarily be so. Those \vh(» are eiiga^etl wish to ac¬ 
quire glory or to die ; ami loose who look on love ex- 
traordinary events. Spectators, let me tell you, are 
cruel, and unhappy spectators a tbuusand tirms more 
cruel than others. 

TO M. DE eonuiNELLf. 

You delight me, sir, by saying I resemble Horace. If 
it be so, it is to nature 1 owe the obligation, for I have 
never read him. I do not know whether it be from 
likeness, that 1 am so delighted with the extracLs from 
him, but 1 can assure you nothing ever delighted me 
more. My mode.sty will, how'cvcr, prevent me from 
praising him much in future, lest you shctuld think I 
am praising myself under his name, a.s wc sometimes 
do when we praise an officer under whom we haf6 
fought. I must, however, repeat, that I am charmed 
with him; and if he could see your commentary upon 
him, he would be charmed in his turn. If the king 
thought as 1 think of you, 1 am certain he would order 
you to read Horace to the dauphin, and perhaps to 
himself. 
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LliTTER CCVII. 

r 

rSOM MADAME D^ SEVIGNE TO THE COUNTESS DE GRIGNMM. 

Pttris, MoDrlgj*, Jw >y 18} 16/ 2. 

Youtt acocunt of your journey, my sweet child, is ad- 
mirable; I think 1 um reading some pretty romance, 
the heroine of which is extremely dear to me, and I 
take the most lively interest in all her adventures. 1 
cannot but think that this excursion, in the most en¬ 
chanting spot imaginable, surrounded with the choicest 
)n i fumes of nature, treated like a <]uecn wherever you 
came, must have been delightful: an incident in your 
life so novel and interesting, could not fail to please; 
and tiiough your heart led you some times to wish for 
nic, I am Mire you were amused ; and this thought gives 
me real satisfaction. If you have formed the same de¬ 
sign this year that you did the lust, to separate your¬ 
self .>^1 ill further from me, you have succeeded better. 
I'or^my own part, T have not taken the same steps: I 
intend to act very "difleroiitly. Depend upon it, my 
dear, you will stc me at Grignan this summer: leave 
it to me, and 1 will bring it to bear, I warrant you. It 
is great [>resumptioii, indeed, to answer thus confidently 
for one’s actions; but as it is with a due deference to 
the will of Providence, we may surely be allowed the 
Uhf rly of expressing our desires and intentions. 

shall make a point of seeing madumc de Martel: 
the polite rce< ption her husband gave you, rtfquires no 
less at my liands. 1 receive all your little billets wUh 
the greatest pleasuie; they all bear marks of their au¬ 
thor, which cannot I'ail of pleasing me. I frequently 
hear from luy soiij but, believe me, my heait is deep- 
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ly alllictcd at the thoughts of this war: his ro^iment is 
going to join the kiiig\«. annjK 

It js thou^t wf arc going lo l)o^iege Maestriokt. 
This siege is a little less niamiing than the passage of 
tl'.e Issel. We really tremble whenever «c receive any 
letters from lue armv; htit it will he much worse a , 
fortnight hence. M. dc la Rochefoucault anti 1 mutually 
atllict and comfort each other, lie has three or four ' 
sons there that are very dear to him. 

Madame !a IMaratis came yesteixlay to madame de la 
Fayette’s: she looked as gloomy as if she had entered 
into an agreement with Lucifer, and the day of its ter¬ 
mination was approachnig. She certainly is in pro¬ 
found grief fur some warrior, who has left* her without 
regr^,*- I should never make an eiul if 1 were to re¬ 
late all the kind things that M. de la Uochefoueault says 
of you; how much he deliglits in talking of you, and 
in making me read passages in y<nir letters: he is a 
good creature. Madame <Je la hayette desires me to 
tell you, that though she never enjoys her health, she 
is not at all the more reconciled to dealli, hut rathor the 
contr.'.ry. For my part, 1 own there area groat many 
disagrt cables in the world ; but yet L am not so far out 
of conceit with it, as your philosophy w'ould enjoin: 
you will find it a hard matter, my dear child, to get 
this fanciful love of life out of your mother’s Itead. 

You will have heard news of M. de Coulanges from 
himself tf that he haf seen M. dc Vivonne in his way, 
and tltat they pass their lives very traiwjuilly :)ind ^a- 
sanlly with the marquis de Villeroi. My [)oor aunt coii- 
tbiues very ill, and is a spectacle to pu ree every heart. 
Our abbe embraces you. La ^Mous^^c honours you, and 


' MoriMCur It Due.-, ;ift»TwariN noonsipurlc Princfi' * 
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both inteiiil to see your IVovence; for myself, I only 
desire to se«* you, and what i-» to see you, and 

see you for c\er. Vuicroissanl has sent word that he 
had this lionour at Marseilh s, and that you were more 
beautiful lha;i an angel; preserve this beauty till I 
come. Ytuir daughter is very amiable ;-+*ithink 1 sliall 
bring her witli me; hut I shall take all necessary |>re- 
cautio:is not to run any risk with her : 1 will never be¬ 
lieve that a mother does not love her daughter if she 
is handsome. 

1 iiave no newi to tell you ; my letters are very dull, 
compared with yours. 1 eould not do better than send 
M. Pompoiiiie what you expressed so well upon the 
afViii at Aiarseilles. 

Your president d(‘ Tlonc visits me sometimes: he is 
an honest man, but I do ,iot tlitiik it was he who in¬ 
vented gunpowder and piiiiting. 1 do not know when 
you will have a first president; 1 believe few persons, 
except those of Provence, are desirous of the place. 
Madame de Coctqucii has had the measles. iVIadame 
de Ijkilly gone to Sully with her husband: madaine de 
Verneuil is a^Roui with hers: madame do Castelnau is 
with mudame de Louvigiii; and the niarsbal’s l^uly is 
by herself, like a turtle mourning her absent mate. 
D’llacquevillc is going into Brituny; if you want any 
more news apply to him, for we are so dull and lan¬ 
guid, that life is quite insipid to us. It is thought that 
we have invested Maestricht; but nothing is yet con¬ 
firmed 
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■JO Tfir. S\M!.. 

I'lirn, I'l'nlaj, Ml) 20, 1(>72. 

t LAS ( Asily uiuiei'AtanJ, my drar chiUl. the |>lcasure.S| 
rhc magiiiliceiicv, and ihe i'\|M nsu of your jourucy ^ 1 
mciitioniMl it to f)ur abbd as a serious ulKiir. lUit thos6 
are neci'ss.iry : we should, however, cxuinifie 
uhciher we arc willing to run the hnssard of ihu abyss 
into which giN-at expcuiscs lead us, |i is to little pur¬ 
pose to take care of ourselves, when wc enter truly into 
the interests of persons who arc dear to us, anil feel all 
their sorrow's, perhaps, more paiiit'ully than they do 
thernselvels; tills is to destroy all the pleasures of Jire« 
and we must be mad still to cling to it. 1 may say 
the same of liealtli; 1 have doubtless a great share of 
it. but it Is of no other service to me than to enable aio 
to atUiid upon I'liO’C who arc sick: thai^^iTeacheiuus 
fever has made another attack upon poor otaij^e de^a 
Fayette, and my aunt grows w'orsc and worse ^ery day: 
when 1 leave her I go to La l ayette, and from her I re* 
turn again to my aunt: neither Livri, nor ita pleasing 
walks, nor my charming house, any longer amuse me; 
and yet I must run to Livri for a moment, for 1 can 
scarcely hold up my head. See how Provideiiee dis¬ 
tributes sorrows and evils; after all, mine arc nuthiog 
in comparison of the state of my poor aunt. Ali! 
bie Indiflcrence, where is your abof|e? you alon^ cofi^ 
slitu'e our happine.ss, and without you, all is inclltctuah V 
but since we must sutler, it is better to iulVer lu this 
way than in any other. 

I iiavc seen aiadame de Martel at be'row|^bbnse»juid 
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’inid c^ery to lu r tli.it you may snjipr.M*. lli.i 

husband has wnltin lit r the* extraordinrirv ac- 
counts of N our ht iuty; ho is overwlielrmd with your 
civiliti(s; Ik- giws wju tlic t^rcatc-'t praist's; sht* brought 
ihe letter t(» sht)i\ it uk-; I visited her idV. rwards, and 
i»0 quitted all your scoros. Nothing conltl be iimrc ro¬ 
mantic than your aquatic excursions, and your ciiler- 
tainments in that i'aiiious ship the Koyal Lewis. The 
'real Lewis is in full march with all liis army. The let* 
lers from thence say nothing positive, for cvtiy one is 
kept ill ignorance of the place of their dcstuiation. 
Maestriebt is now' out of the question. It is i(‘ported 
that they are going to possess themselves of three 
places, one on the Hhine, another on the Issel, and a 
third immediately afterwards. 1 w ill acquaint you with 
their names when 1 know them myself. Ntnhing can 
be more confused than the accounts wc have from the 
army; every one is in the dark. It was but the other 
day, that a per.'^on of very conuderable rank * wrote 
Ulus to one of his friends: I should be glad if you 
ipould inform me whither we are going, and if we are 
to pass the IsseL or lay siege to Maestricht.'* So that 
you may judge what information we have. 1 assure 
you all Utis secrecy makes my heart ache. You arc 
happy in having your husband safe, and doomed to no 
other suffering than tiiat of having your frightful face 
to look at all day in a litter. Poor man, he bad reason 
iodeed to gci on horseback to avoid the continuance of 
V.SO disagreeable a sight! For how was it po^ible to look 
''^it so long } AI|R ! 1 remember once when coming 
^%om Britany, you sat opposite to me during the jour¬ 
ney j and pleasure did I not feci in cunstanily 


* >|«i)picur le Due. 
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linikiii/ on iliAt lovily t\icc ? It is iriif, luiU'Ctl, \vc wer® 
Ml :i snrt'ly ihirc; must be some curse pro- 

iU'iMK'v (idipnn 

iM.ulume ila Pui-rlu-Fou will not suflcr me to bring 
inv Inr'r girl uitli me; she says it h running a great 
n-'k ; ami I tlie!\ Core submit. 1 would not willingly put 
her liiile Uily.siiip’*! person in danger, idr I love her 
most sincere!V. I have had lu r bair cut in the pre)K.’Ut 

• is’ <s ■ 

C.isbiun, whidi suits l»cr exlremely^wrli: her com* 
pli-xion, her throat, Imt little figtfyc/ are admirable; ahift 
doc'^ a thousand little tkings; she talks, she caresscit, 
she ligiils, hbe makes the sign oC (he crogs, she tiskl 
parilon, she curtde'*, she kisses her hand, she shrug^s 
up her siiouMvis, ^hc dances, die coax<’.% she scolds; 
in short, she is (]uite a pet: J amuse ntyself lor hours 
logctliernith her. 1 \AOuld not that she should die for 
the world. 1 told you the other day, I lH4 not know 
how a mother could help loring her daughter, 

LETl'ER CCIX. 

TO the s\me. 

Paris, Muiula^ May 2J, 167a» 

Mr little- friend was not at the post-dfiSee yesterday 
uhen the post came in, so that I had no letters brought 
me: they arc about the town by this time, and I am 
every moment in cxjicctaUon -of them. This 
pnintrnent has vexed me; however, I will bane 
chat with you in the mean time. T:sa%v M; de Mari* 
guan tiii-^ iiioMiing, whom linistook for M. de Maillanedks 
'iiiis eni!< irrissed me a little at Ci;'>t; ho||'c\ci', t» get 

' I' ’ I <-(:• ', d.it if (ivu pors'^i:S d-'* 
uf-rc i'> ii.a'i (■ .. j'»irii''y tr>(^Uier saiM U«« 

til' :ii 11 ;tL‘ uii? aiiodiii's company most ik'ai'ilj 
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o’jt of It a> -^ofyn a« po'-slhlr, 1 hcggod liiin to e\(>laij\ 
tliosf! tuo iminc s fo MW.* *, '.vliicli lie did w ilii 1 !»<• gu-.itest 
poiilcMi'Ss : lii- ctiMly si1Io\\m 1 for tny mistake, and 
ii)(‘ rii;lit iiivtaiitly. Ilf i.> [lifasrd wiih nit, and 1 am 
|)l<>i'(d with liim. llv Ins M-ni V'^'LC liu!c t’jid : lie 
tolls me vnnr smi is as Ij.unlsome as an an;;! 1. and vonr- 
self as liatidsotiif* as two. 

I dined y« st( rday at La Troche’s witli the abbe Ar- 
nauld, and inadame dc Valentine. After dinner we had 
le Camus, Ids son, and Itii r; they made up an exqui¬ 
site little coiuert. After this mademoiselle «le Cri;^nan 
arriTed with her j;enlleman Beaulieu, her {governess 
Helene, her vvwikui Mary, her little page .laqnot, her 
nurse’s son, and her iturse .b anne in Iter Sunday clothes ; 
she* is the neatest country-woman lever saw. This little 
troop made a pretty appearance ; we viewed them with 
pleasure, and made them pass oh into the garden; I 
was charmed wdth the processjan from the nursery. 
Madame du I'ui-dn-Fou has bewilden-d my brains in 
not permitting me to take my little ^nl with me; for 
after all, I am not satisfied that she should remaoi with 
the nurse in life country; and if the nurse were to 
pass the suminer at Pan's, she wouhl die with grief. But, 
my child, we Unnk of setting out. One day we say* 
the nbbe and I, ** Let us go; my aunt wdl lire till au¬ 
tumn." Tills is resolved upon. The luxt day w e find 
her so extremely ill, that 'fWb say again, “ We must not 
think of going; it would be barbarouc ; the next moon 
will carry her oft’.** Thus we go on from day to day, 
despairing of aiY^'hd. Yon ran easily com[)relicMd the 
state we me in; it is cxtrertiely nncomfortahle. What 
makes me most wish myself hi Provence i<, that 1 may 

•> 

to inadainc tie Scvlj^iuTk isatiir<ii ior]>('tfu!iiess of |i«r- 
sqps of which vhr herself lakc. .io.i< ■ in funner Icuita. 
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i\v\ trrentoi- rcirrct at tlu: lo'S of a pi v-icMi \vlu» hu!» been 
alwaN s ilear to inc: 1 I’nul that if 1 slay In ro, tlu* le- 

sti.iml .s* i- uiil occasion me, «ill vveak.n inv aileelion 

# • 

Ibf lu r, .iMi! injure my temper. Do you not admire tlic 
unaii • iintable disi^po^iiion of things in tins wovlil, and 
the uiiexjticled manner in which evellt^ <dlcii cross t»ur 
wav ^ All that is cii:ain is, tint by some mtjans or 
utlu r, we are resolvi’d upon goinj^ tff Oripiaii this sum¬ 
mer. Leave to ns the care of irelting over this unhappy 
dinficuliy ns well as we can; and. be assured, that the 
abbe and I are more inclined to break tliroiigh a point 
of good manners, by going lieiua* too soon, tl|]|au to 
violate our frieiidsliip for you, by staying boi^^ lunger 
than is necessary. 

I enclose you a note from the abbe Arnauld, which 
will inform ytni of the news; his brother*, when he 
set out, desired him to comnumicale to nic^;||ll he should 
send him ; the first page is a bungling of w'orki 

to fix a dav to dine with M. d’Rarobis: we accommo- 
date this abbe as well ii!i,wi|l'lBan; he is not ofU‘n at Pa¬ 
ris, and when be is, we are glad of an opportunity to 
oblige him. lie desired me the othe;* day to show him 
a letter of yours, his brother having highly praised 
your style. In .showing it him, ^1 wa^ myself surprised 
at the beauty of your periods.^ they are truly 

iiarmonious. Your style is c^jf^ry thing that could be 
wished, it is finished and-jierff^t; you have only to go 
on in the same way* and not attempt to do better. 

It is now ten o’clock, and 1 muat-make up my packet. 
I have not received voiir letter. I have been to the 
post-f>njce; my little man made a great many apologies, 
but I am not the better for them. ISIy letter is in the 
hands of factors, and [ may as well look for a needle 


• .M. Jc Pumponiic. 



LfeTTEM or 


m 

in a bottle of liny. 1 shall receive it Ui-iiiorri iv, and 
■hall not answer it lill Friday. Ad;eu, n)y dt-ar cliild, 
it is unnecessary to say I love you; you cert^ainly 
lieve it, ami you need not fear believing it too much. 

LETTER * CCX. 

TO THE SAME. 

,< ' Paris, Friday, May 27, 167 a. 

You need not wish any one to write descriptions for 
you. 'JiMFOu excel in them'yourself. 1 believe all the 
wondef^ou tell me of Provence, but you know how to 
set them off to the bq^t advanta^^o; and if your beauti¬ 
ful country could express its ojlpligations to you, 1 am 
sure it would not fail to do so. I think it would also 
' testify Inprise at your dislike to the divine per- 
iFblnes witnessed the ^:ange 

iaf ^l^rgon 'i^ri^d*% jrW rte ^unon a dunghill. 
Your iitoition wto ikertf||^^'°^^traord inary, atid yet, 
ih^ child, l ean easily ^^mprelii^i^ U, for the most un¬ 
wholesome thiilgin the woild,’ ia .jto. sleep surrounded 
^ith perfumes. ^All excess is hurt§i|, and the best 
things are i^udeasant :|^h0a^ey atai^^rced upon us: 
;what a finiMal^dct for dupl^ng! "Your uncle de Se- 
vigne will be very uneat^ about you till he understands 
the truth. You expressedg^dil^elf admirably the other 
day- upon the subject/'^y curving, that every pleasure 
loses the name when accompanied by abundance, and 
acquired with facility. I own to you, liowever, that I 
long to make the trial; how^will you contrive to let me 
see a little spot of your fairy•^land ? 

. I can easily conceive your joy at seeing madame de 
'Monaco^ and hers too. How much you must have had 
to 'say to, each other! She opens her heart freely upon 
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the most delicate subjects: I should very much like to 
know what you talked of. Our d*Harquevillc is (H# 
lighted that you made this charming excursion; he 19 
going into Britany; he has seen your ie|ter« and so have 
Guitaut and M. de la RochefoucaulUlliey are all 
pleased with your account^ and with your fcn^ic history 
in particular: it is told in perfection; We are afraid 
you have killed the poor Diana to give effect to the con¬ 
clusion : we are willing to give you credit^ and to thank 
you also for driving the lover from your apartment: if 
you had thrown him into the sea, you would have dono 
better still: he must be an odious fellow, andlplu bad 
taste of Diana almost reconciles us to her aUltth: her 
ghost will walk from the example of M. B** * *8 f. 1 
have inforu^d you of the death of the latter: he would 
not confess, but sent every priest to the devil, and him¬ 
self after them: his body is deposited in^b&church of 
Saint Nicholas, wherp tl^ 'people havdpHlnn it ifim 
their heads that his night^ly seen ; 

that it raves, 8wean$^fm%reathii8, in coiitequence of 
which they would deny him Christian burial, and cut 
the throat of the priest who admitted U into the skiic«* 
tuary. This folly is carried to such a height, that it bae 
been necessary to ta^e the body privately from the 
church, and apply to ^4^^vil poweinio protect the 
priest from insult. This was new yesterday morning; 
but it is not worthy to hold a candle to your love story. 
We expect our little Coulanges to-morrow. I am 
very much concerned at receiving no letter frohi my 
son: there is so little regulation observed as to inter¬ 
course with the army, that we receive no letters scarcely 
but what come by express. I have heard nothing new 
to-day; and I have so great an aversion to relate un- 
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IrutbSf that I Ind rcither vav nothing: uhatever I Idl 
is truej <4ind cunios from the best authority. 1 am 
noyir going to Livrl; I sh‘>1l take my little girlj her nurse, 
and ail t^littW.eAtnblishment, with me. 1 wish them 
^to breath/fe tiHie tflNr of spring: 1 shall return to-niorrow, 
K not'^ing able to be avray fropi my aunt for a longer 
mkne; but I itrill leave my little gpri there for three or 
fi>ur days, after wfaich I shall wantlier with me: she is 
tny chief amusement every morning. It is so long 
sinpe 1 walked, or breathed the fresh air, that I must 


havf pity on biysalf as well as on.0tber people. 1 am 
preparjyg[| |^ ery^dEtfy for my journey; my travelling- 
dress iajppikiitg; my carriage has been >K«ady for a 
week past: in short, my child, T am half on wing, and 
i God shoald'spare the^fe of our poor aunUongar tiiaii 
we imagine, I shall follow' your advice, and set out with 


de Laon'**Y'^ho is a cardinal at last: 


his ‘>*i» dignity has 

atw^ m BuM^t of.in^ !|p^ition. 1 have just 
to (lint, M. a’llarotiis h|,i,gaing to Britany; he 
d'HacqueviHe withthiiAj^^ our friend Chesi^res, 
who will hencefor^ be ^li^ton than a Parisian. 


Tfie count de Chapelles haa^written to me from the 
army: he sajl^ that he w'|||.)tnSi^ay, I know not what 
day he means by yesterda;^, in a party of consequence, 
where your wisdom, w'orth,^aad beauty, v\ere praised 
^the skies, and that your iqve for me was also includ¬ 


ed. If this last was flattery>*it is so agreeable, that 1 


receive it with open arms. 


* Cenr d'Estr^s, who liad bern caidinal in prtlo from August 1671, 
but the promotion wab only thru made public. 
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TO TUB SAME. 
dn * 


«ft we" 


" tkiw, Bnpay, M«]r QO« \tti» * 

I H\D no letter A^ont^yeti yesterday, itiy ^or 
your journey to MonHeo had put job iquitc out of sorti^ 

I v^as afraid some little dfeaM^o^^||fs Hind would l»elhl 
me. 1 now send you Pompotiii#: 

fashion of being womulcd is^|^d/|iegQM«, 
is very heavy wi^h'the feafs of this cdn3f4|||P^'^|^ 
son writes It every oppoitunity; he is at 
good health. ^ ‘ ^ 

Illy aunf*is still in a defi|^J|tA^ 
have the courage to think of appoinOng^ 
departure, assuming a hopejgillich in 
entertain. I cannot diOlp dicing, tbair*inf 
events of life are ill arranged; they ^itfT 
rugged stones lying across our way, too uawlefi^: 
removed, and which we must get ove^^ as well 
can, though not without pain aild cKiTipoIty. Is i 
compniison jost-^ I shall not H^ng my little giri 
me; she goes on tery weU irt Uvii, and 14^ stay there J 
during the summW. Ifod §!Nhr saw ' 

feet ion as it is at present: the IfiSKara heautifiilly 
green, and the honeysudkkss are every where in pro* 
fusion. I am not yet tireif bf their perfume; hut you 
despise our shrubberies, sin^ you have bden accustom¬ 
ed to ^'our groves of orattge«trees. 

I haie a very tragical history to communicate to 
you fiom Livri. Do you remember that pretended de¬ 
votee, who walked *>0 steadily without til^ning his head, 
that you would have thought he was carrying a glass 
of water upon it? IIis devotion has turned his brain, 

^OL. IT. i 




VStne night he gave himself fi\e or six stabs viith a knife, 
«M^il on his knees in his cell, naked, and >«elteiing 
in hib fai(th>d.^ On entering, he \va<4 found in ihis po:« 
ture. Cood Ood! brother, what have you done? 
Who has treateS you tbnn#^ He replied very calmly. 


father* X am doing penaiini|ii^4 H# fainted away; he 
to bi^; his wouodi^Miiihich were fuund very 
I^QClgerous, w''erflL dressed; writb uncommon care and at- 
tHttion be regiieilfd, th^ end of three months, and 


was 4eiit hack fo bia fricidfi. 

dgi not Ihinlf sdlh a head sufficiently disordcr- 
j|4k,tS||kll||t and you shall have the story of madame 
»rt*. jINho IS fallen desperately in lo^e ^tth a great 
.bool^ of five or six and twenty, w horn she had taken 
^ be h^'ll^r^tpoer^^tlady has managed her afiairs 
^dmbEgbiy^ ^ baa raarried him. The fellow is a mere 
hwl' not coisi^^ sensa; he will beat her 
^|ie has already tMfctcned to do it; no matter, 
sisolaed to have him. 1 have never seen sneh 


mt love ; there is all the extravagaa^ee of sentiments 
were they but rightly applied: but they 
ugh sketch of an ill painting; all the co- 
are there, they vstgit enly to be properly disposed. 
It ig eittreaaely amusing to me to meditate on the ca- 
'prioas of love; ^et 1 really tremble, when 1 reflect on 
such an affair ap this. What insolence! Alas! where 
can we hope to find security i This is a curious anec¬ 
dote indeed, but how unlike the pleasing relations you 
give me! 

1 beg you not to forget M^ffHaieuis. whose heart is 
a master-piece of perfection, and who adores you. Ma- 
danii do in Fayette is still indispostd; M. de la Koche- 
foucauU in sdU lame. We talk sometimes so dismally. 




* Widow to the gardener at Livri. 


StVIGNL. 



that It seems M if we hul no tesouico but !• 
selves. Madame de H 1 ayettc’a gardw H the 
• thing €n th6 ssorld $ it is full ul flowcn^leQid^^ , ^ 
we oAwi spend oiir ee^iiiigs^ there|^oi she dartlls 
ventt^ ihto a carriage ^W^lgild WSh 4 i|^iet\fne 8 ^* 
yott were bebitid a eeftm ^tilada ^ hear our 
satUm do cerUdn dnMot!^''dcwotii^ ^ 

have dkoa’AnHed. In sibrt, armting 

happy day of my depart»m» t §0 the 41 
to my aunis's ftrwmde, wt^AMat my* aonl^ fti 
the fauzbourg. Al^eti, cl 

impatient ta iM|y df you 'Iml y W little 
ther mlldt4M^e^mmely hot m your clii 
him, and Horyou much mo r§^. f or I' 
lOaatdl it possible^JM^jw ^ 

yon. I Embrace 4ear Gril|j| nK So*, „ _ 

nraeh If ever I I beg biM^ il'n vSmtIttSf 
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TO TOi SAMS, t, 

l4wi> ThuMdsy, leas 9» iSIfft] 

tit " 

I HAVE received the dear i^ellent Tolume at last 
never did I read any thing Ho amusii|^ 'fd well writiBii 
and, at the same time, so intcrestis^* 1 caOfiot sofil 
ciently express my obligation to yon, my dear chtlc 
for your letter, which is a complete journal; this is 
sure proof of the pleasure and interest we taho in a coi 
re^ondence; whereas, when a correspondence becomt 
disagreeable, we laugh at these minuti<e, we do not wis 
them to be recorded; but upon this subject ynon ai 
every thing I could wi<ih; and it is no small pleasui 
to roe, whose greatest consists in my correspondenc 
with you. 

1 2 
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It is certain, nu clilhl, tli.it oi;« of my leili'rs lost; 

tip^4>iiein particiihir; liio.se of consequence 
^jreaclieii'^0, aaw I am < h-v tlie rest. You set in 

^ very well pleased witli this imnislcr, and f am persuaci- 
i^d you ivili never have occasion to be otherwise. You 
’^wlll^^ily cue.ss that 1 allude to the great Pumponne, 
;'^li(y|r'was to.know ^bat 1 said of him, 1 suppose, that 
';^|Pbe people had the curiositi' to intercept iny letter: 
^^noi however conceive, who could be guilty of sn 
a'theft; there can 1 h^ no great taste to gratify in 
een pef^ns so nearly related as we 
nVirncIc alniosf if they contain any thing 
others I'm it veiy rarely happens that 
|^^^|ra|p|Co¥vever, it is done, and without my being 
||y whin^f '^od grant, my deal*, that 
UpH^^y.^liei^r sustain ii greater loss. 

||^mv^,m)vtfihg about La Mauris, nor what kind of 
in b<-r retiretneBt, 4>«t niadame de la Fay- 
^||^HHS|!{nl;ertain you^with some of her reveries as soon 
iible. We' think we have discovered something 
|m^.an episode of a young prince through the profusion 
which she exhibited lately; and a few words six' 
jjfro^ed by the way, serve to confirm us in this idea, 
tohly. hint at our nonsensical notions to you now', but 
wiH explain them more at large hereafter. Put a pro- 
PpS of explaining; you have .explained to me too well 
perils and dangers you have been in during your 
voyage : for my part I cannot comprehend them ; that 
is, I cannot coinprelmnd liow people can expose them¬ 
selves so much : 1 hud iniinitely rather go upon one of 
the present ( vpt rlitions. I could better meet dvatli in 
the ardpur of tight, .•■puried on by eiiiiilatioii, and the 
noise of drums and trumpits, than sit and see two im- 
giensc waves bidding for niy iite, and threatening me 
at everv instant with destruction. And liieii again on 
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Hig othor h ini]> }our \tps, hIicic tho p itli i6 scfttV' 

')t> broad as ^uoi liilcr, s > that >our litc depends 
■CO the,siireh>otfdue&sot \oui mules! 
the thought of these things make me trerltblc ^ 
head to fobt, my servi^ to that country, but i will 
never go there while { live, and I tremble for yojiili 
madanie de jMomfcco n%ver had a lover 
^uuid have ventured so mu( h fur her. Wbtft ynH' 
about thiipst and the la^t is admirably; it U 
grammatical. Did you not talk about Mfidame 
she pretty well rocdnbifld tc^KcrJoss? Is ihe 8til|^ 

£9 bhe not very much mtvtified to see bdlw 
side the Alps ? Does she not intend returnlfa 
if possible i 1 pretty well guOss her joy 
yppr ponversations were doubtless witH^jp 
could never sufficiently'kkpjreii^h|r 
for such a visit. It is true, sbe returned it^ 
but it was not attended u)4th‘tbe samd 
You speak of the princess d'Harcourt t in a" 
sant mannner. Bi ancas is very much disturbs 
know foi what reason : he is a volunteer in the tf 
and ns he is out of humour at a thousand things, 
muse perhaps or fall asleep just in the mooth 
nun : he kiiuns no other way of getting rid of bis^ib! 
ioituncb. He wrote the other day to madame do Vil{ur4 
and to me : the boperscription wa* * * § i to Mr. de VilUira 
yiadud. Midanie de Viliars, who knows him well^ 
opened the kitcr, and the first words she found were 




* ^1AdJnle dt ^T( riaco wit the (liter fA\ourite of Madame, (noun 
etta^Aiiiie of Ln^luid, msu i to Ctiirl* ^ 11 ) whb died .Turn* 99, IG/O. 

f* By a htcpdin;; hu 1} |)ei tunned, 

t trances dc Uidnca«, ineiitiiMifd III ih 20ad 1i ttir. 

§ 'J he count dc Jhanc is i I’lc in c uli mi Lt Biuyere mi iidi d to xo- 
I res It uiiJcr th' name ci ^IcitiVa , lu hu trtati eon th Memoirs oi 
1 'I 
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^glrli. We have not answered it yet You say 1 
niioD your brother: indeed I cannot tell why, 
,fe'^i|nk of him incessantly, -and am ex- 
oieit him : I love him rery mooh ; he 
to hinieelf io well towards me, and hi» letttn are 
suAcfi' a style, tbil should find them 

sk after my death, wooid thinlAhey were writ- 
the^hest young then of his age. This 
|berefore gives ine great concern. My son is at 
jt id the king’s amiy; 'that in the lion’s mouth, 
'fljl^jas the i^kt ' /' 

not be'long'without hearing great news: 
^Uers with apprehension at the thought# 
de Castlenajn haa^ the small-pox. It was 

son to 

ig|itM&i niU *dlj^ in thd tame Jiy* 
^net eoiiitra^^'this ia'my letter to*mor« 
you niay di^nd on it for truth. 1 
this mominig''in aiy ^carriage alone, in order 
k'lny litile gfad. 1 must purchase a bonnet 
for her. 1 shall have her with me till two 
days before my departure ; she is very well; 

without being handsome. She does a hun- 
e'things that faicinate me. 

' 'Master Paul’s nddowJk i^lly gone mad ; there has 
been a stop piit to her weddhsg; her great booby of a 
lipiyer cares no IpOgor foi[, her, but thinks Molly * very 
j^^ty, and v! 0 f 3 r good-humoured; in short, my child, 
Sh% did not play her cards well: I tell you fairly, 
if eviM 1 had wished to make a conquest, I should cer¬ 
tainly have contrived to keep you out of the way. 
What is passing here is quite in the style of a tragi¬ 
comic romance. Nothing is heard of but darts, flames. 


* The daughter of ir.adan.e Taul. 
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furiei, and despair. Methitiks 1 see ona 6f tha 
Loves, who aic so beautifuUy desmbed ui the pi ’* 
of Annnta, as concealing themselves i(| ^the 
fancy him taking aim at poor Molly; bnt the 
may be mistaken, and he shot the mother instead of if 
daughter: he that as it may, the wound incurable. 
Were you here, you would be evtremely diveri«4 at 
this odd adventuie, and at the oiergrown clown who ib 
the hero of the piece. I assure you I have roy han^ 
full, and am obliged to t ike Molly away with me, ^ 
prevent her fiom traiisplantiiig her mother. Alaa, lAl 
these poor mothers are to he pitied ! 

Do not think luadaroe du la Fayetu’s illiyhis 
tard I’ly journey; she is no longer in danger 
I mm treiiture to set tu^^listaiiditig tlnT^ 
ipy pt^ vmi is in, yon m^Miei^e nothiXifvHlf 
vent roe,> M. de Cottlangi3i4;ptd ilot expe^. hef 

alive 2 she was so much^ipbSrflgied he wodhl/i 
known her. She takes plcamre In nothing ; 
in heaven, and a true fti^t j ahbthmks hutof$^h|)^ndh 
journey, and easily understands the one I am abourhk^ 
take: she gives me leave to quit her, with a ‘ 
wholly weaned from the waHd; she enters intqjl^^jl 
feelings ; this sensibly atii| 1 cannot i 

mire the countei poise wlijiyCDl|(| has'j^ against the m- 
elFable joy that 1 should Ollidi^se have in coming to 
you. 1 bliall have my pool aunt heif dead; this idi^ 
stings me to the soul, and 1 shall be m continual appICH^ 
hension for my son’s salety. Ah ! how truly lhii> sa¬ 
vours of the woi Id ! You say that we must cease to wish 
for any thing: you may add, and learn to be perfectly 
contented ; but that is a state not rcservtd loi mortals. 

You are returned to Grignan, ngnn ; well, my dear 
child, stay there till 1 come and letch you away. Oar 
dear abbo agrees with me, and so docs La Mousse. 
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•You never liad u lilile party set out to you with greats 
j<iy and alacrity. Adieu, iny love, till lo-inorrow, when 
i shlil^fvrite i'rutn Pai i', it' only two line:). 1 am 

^.iSoW^'going lo amuse r»iyhelf' w ith a turn in these delight¬ 
ful walks, where 1 have seen you so many thousand 
times, and where 1 shall most infallibly think of you. 


TO MON^llU U DE ORIGN \N. 

You flatter me too inut h, my clear count; I shall ac¬ 
cept of but one part of }<»ur tine speeches, and that is 
the thanks you return me for having given you a wife, 
that constitutes all your happiness; fur indeed, I think 
^contributed a little towards it: but the authority you 
-acquired over her in Projrcnce, has been wholly 
owing to yourself, to your merit, your births nnd your 
conduct: all this 1 have nothing to do with. Ah ! how 
muoh yotiJose by my heart not being at ease! Le Ca¬ 
mus U delighted with me; he tells me J sing his airs 
extremely well: he certainly cofhppses divinely; but 
I am so dull and woe-begone, that I can learn nothing; 
^you would sing them like an angel: 1 assure you Le 
Camus has a high opinion both of your voice and 
judgement. I regret the lo^ of these little ticcumplish- 
ments which we are too apt Ao neglect: why should 
vve lose them ? 1 have always said that we ought not to 
part with them, and that they can never be an encum¬ 
brance : but what is to be done with a rope round tiic 
neck? You have given my daughter one of the most 
delightful journeys in the world ; she is quite enchanted 
with it! but then you have dragged her over hills and 
dales, ai'.d exposed her to the dangers of the Alps, and 
to the uncivil waves of the Mediterranean : in short, 1 
have a month's mind lo chide you for il; but let me 
lirit embrace > ou most alVeclionately. 
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TO V.ADVMT Ur C.KICJNAN. 

Fri<!ny, .l»ne .1, fiSfQ* 

llEr.E 1 am at Paris a|; where I find our two gentle* 
men * arc not .so ileiul as they were yesterday. Mar¬ 
shal Viileroi’s iiuly is at the | oint of dentil, Nq news 
from the army. 

Ll'lTiai C(’XIII. 

TO TIIC .SAMH. 

Paris, Moniky, June 6,1679. ' 
As I received no letter from you yesterday, which was 
a great disappointment to me, 1 imagined you were en« 
gaged in receiving madamc de Monaco ; what pomforU 
me is, that you arc in a place where you mey plant 
cabbages, and are no longer exposed to waves and pre*' 
cipice.s. 1 have been under lerrible apprehensions, in 
redcctiiig on the dangers of your jqurnc)'. "A 

My aunt received the viaticum again t<»-dayj as a pre^ -'*^ 
par.uive to her own journey, with angelic devotion,' 
tier preparation, Iicm- patience^ her resignation, are 
diiiig-s so much above nature, that they deserve to be 
.considered as so many miracles of religion : she is cn- 
11 rely weaned from the world ; her present state, pain* 
{'at as it is, is the only de-slrablc one to a true Christian. 

insists upon our taking our journey, as 1 lijive al¬ 
ready told you ; we intend to obey her ; but we some¬ 
times believe she will go before U5. In a word, we have 
fixed upon a day; and if 1 had not for some lime been 
riccusloRied not to do what 1 wish, I .•:hould give you 

*- DcsTnarais and Bouiignrux, nKUiIon^d io die preceding pvt of 
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ITS LETTERS^ 

notice not write to me any more: but this I dare not 
▼eo^Ote io do: ibr 1 love your letters so well, that I had 
fatf||Kl^.receitft them at Grignan^ than be disappointed 
ofrthem here. 

You know the marquis de Villcroi has left Lynns and 
nadame de Coulanges, to go, like the knight of the 
hiack armour, into the army of the elector of Cologne, 
that he may have the honour of serving the king at least 
in the army of his allies. There arc difFerent opinions, 
whether he has done w'ell or ill. The king does not 
love to be disobeyed, yet he may approve this martial 
ardour; the success will show how we arc to judge of it. 

You have had the comedians with you : 1 dare an¬ 
swer for it, that in whatever way your theatre was de¬ 
corated, it was better than that of I'aris. 1 remarked 
this the cither day, as 1 was amusing myself with Beau¬ 
lieu. Madam, said he, there are none but apprentices 
now who, frequent plays ; you do not see there so much 
as a page or footman; every body is in the army. If 
,a man appears in the streets with a sword by his side, 
little children hoot at him as he passes along. Such 
18 the face of Paris at present; but it will make another 
^pearance in a few months. 

You say humorously, that you fear you should rob 
me of something, by polishing your letters : take care, 
1 beseech you, and do not give them a secoml touch, 
or you will make them perfect pieces of eloquence. 
The pure lone of nature in which you write is the best, 
and pleases more than any. Keep your own amiable 
mind, it has larger eyes than those in your head: though 
these are well enough considering. 

1 shall send you word that I am setting out when you 
least expect it. Madame de Villeroi' 


* Magfialen de Crequi, 



MADAltff tf9 

There is no better nevrs than what I seili} yoa: 1 «l- 

w'ays inquire after news, and every one 

sure ill .telling it me, because they know I do not 

for myself. I am in pain, niy dear, about the sydl** 

ptonis your fever has left behind it. It is impossible for 

me not to wish for to-morrow, that ! may hear from 

you. 1 embrace you with extreme tenderness. 

LETfER CCXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Faria, Monday, June 13, Itfya. 

I ENCLOSE a letter of my son’s, which will-amuse you. 
You will be pleased with the accounts he gives of what 
is passing in the army. You will see that the king is 
so perfectly happy, that for the future he will only need 
to say what he desires to have done in EufjOpe, ^willtouC 
being at'the trouble of placing himself at the head ot 
his army ; and every one will think himself happy til 
obeying his orders. 1 am informed he will pass th€f' 
Issel with as much ease as he can pass the Seine. Ter¬ 
ror every where paves the way for victory ; the joy of 
the courtiers is a good omen. Brancas w'rites that they 
laugh incessantly from morning to night. 1 have a 
little history that 1 must send you. 

Immediately upon the death of the old BourdeillCi 
M. de Montausier wrote to the king, to ask the place 
of sen^chal of Poictou for M. de Lauridre his brother- 
in-law : the king granted H. Srmn after, young IVTat.is 
asked it, and told the king that this post had been a 
long time in the family. The king wrote to M. dc 
Montausier desiring him to give it up, promising to give 
something else to M. de Lauriere. M. de Muiitaus'er 
wrote back to his majesty, that, for his part, he should 
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be extremely glad to have it in his power to give it up; 
but that bis brother-in-law having already rcciivcd the 
compliments of the province, it was intpob^ihie; and 
that his majesty might provide in some otiierwity fur 
young Matas. The king was piqued at this, and l)ir his 
lips ; *' Well/* said he, " he shall have it for three 
years; but after that I shall give it to young Matas, 
with whom it shall always remain.” This is a very un¬ 
fortunate incident for M. de Moiitausier. 

I should have sent this to M. de (irignan, imt it is 
the same thing ; my last two iettirs arc written equally 
to you both, and are not equivalent to one good one. 
You will not have a Provencal for a first president; I 
have been told so from good authority. The bishop of 
Mai'seilles came to see me yesterday, with the marquis 
de Vence, and two deputies; I thought he had been 
.going to make me an harangue. Adieu, my dear child; 
1 beg you will be very glad to sec me, come w'hen 1 
wrill, and think of the pleasure I shall receive. 7'liis is 
a very foolish letter; I should be better employed in 
deeping, than in writing. 


1.ETTER eeXV. 

a 

TO TUG SAM^ 

Paris, Friday, June 17, IO 72 , 

11 o'clock at night. 

I iiAVL just heard a melancholy piece of news, the par¬ 
ticulars of which I cannot give you, because I am not 
yet informed of them ; all I have heard is, that M. de 
Longucviile was killed in crossing the Issel*: this is 
grievous intelligence. 1 was at madame de la Fayette’s, 


• Tlic Uliine it should be, for the Issel was abandoned. 
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MADilKII ^ 

V itli M. (Je la Rochefoucauld when T first heard it; and 
wns told at the same time that M. do Marsillac waa 

wouiiJi’il, and that the chevalier de Marsillac * died of 

• • 

his wound. Til’s storm fell on him in my presence ; he 
was deeply aillicted with it; his tears tlowed from his 
heart, for his liriniicss of mind prevented any unintinly 
C'Npnssjoii of yri« f. 

After hearing this, 1 had not the patience to inquire 
any farther, 1 flew to M. de Huinponne’s, who remind¬ 
ed me that my son was in the lvui«*'s army, whicli had 
no part in this ex|)edition; it was reserved for the prittcc, 
who, it is said, is wounded ; it is said too, that he passed 
the river in a little boat, that (ioitry and NMM(.nt are 
drowned, ,M. de la I'euitl.ide and hoipielaiwe wounded, 
aiivl that a great nuinhei* have p^a i^iiod on this fatal occa¬ 
sion. When I know the p'-ariieiilurs, 1 will inform you. 

Guitaut has just sent a geiiilemun l<i me from the 
hotel (le Coiide ; from liitn I learn that ihe prince was 
wounded in the hand, that M. de. Longuevllie f forced 
liie ban Icr ami pn scnled iiimself the first; he was also 
the that fell, liemg in«>tanily kilhd ; the rest differs 
but little from what 1 lohl you above: M. de (iuitry 
and M. <le Nogont drowned, M. dc Mansillac wounded, 
ami a great many others that are not yet kiiovyn. J-^ut 
thelssel [Khinej is crossed. The prince is rejiresented in 
the boat giving his orders with the composure and divine 
courage that characterise him. M. de Marsillac was 
wounded by a musket-shot in the shoulder, and in the 
jaw, but the bone is not injured. Adieu, my d< ar child ; 
ray mind is somewhat disturbed, for though my son is 
in the king’s army, he will have so many opportunities 

* Two sons of M. de la Rochefoucanh. 

f The iluLe d«* liungocvillu, IteatcJ f>y wine, spurred on liis liorec to' 
the very bank of the fiitrenchioent of the enemy; he then fired bis 
pistol, crying that he woull give no quarter. The ciiciiiy Ltnincdiatety 
iired, and killed him uj[X>u the spot. 
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of signaling himaelf that 1 tfembla* aad die with ap* 
prehension. 


IJiTTER •CCXVI. 

FROM MADAME 1>C SLVIGmI TO THE COUNT DC BUSSY. 

Pkris June 19» 1673. 

Your great boy is now in ray room. I sent my car¬ 
riage to bring him to dinner with me. My uncle, the 
abbe, who was heie, gave him a sheet of paflA^F Aildcd 
up, which* as he found on opening it, contained th^ g€* 
iieaiogy of the ftabutins. fie was very much pleased 
with it, and is now amuaing himself in tracing from 
whence he came. IF he amuse himself in the same way 
in tiiinking where he shall go, we shall not dine very 
Boon; but 1 will spare him the trouble of this medita- 
tioDj by assuring him he is going in the direct road to 
death, and a speedy death too, if he follows your pro¬ 
fession, which there is every appearance he will do. 1 
am certain the idea will not spoil bis appetite: he 
spiiiigi) fiom too noble a blood to be surpiised at this 
melancholy intelligence. Bot I cannot luiagiiie how a 
person can he exposed a thousand tunes, as } ou have 
been, without being killed as often. This reflection 
has occupied my mind all day. The death of Longue- 
vitle, Guitry, NogenI, and many othirs ; the wounds of 
the prince, MarsiUac, Vnonne, Moiitrevel, Revel, the 
count de Saulx, de Terme, and a thousand others, whom 
I am not aci}uamted with, have given me a dreadful idea 
of war. 1 cannot comprehend the ciossmg the Rhine 
by swimming. To thiow themselves 111 on horseback, 
like so many hounds pursuing a stag, and to be neither 
drowned, nor knocked on the head m land ng, cun- 
foi^ds iny iinagiuation so much, tiiat it makes luc 
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giddy. God has prewired my son hitherto; hhl who 
ran consider himself safe in battle? Adieu, my dear 
/:ouMn^ 1 am going to dinner. Your son is well made, 
and pleasing m his manners. 1 am glad you like my 
letters I cannot be of your opinion without great 
vanity. 


LETTER *CCXVII. 

FnOM THE COUNT DE BUSSY 10 MADAMC DB siviGN^ 

Clioseii, Juiui 30, 167S* 

madam, by your letters, as if uone but 
But the truth is, war only'hastens the 
death of some, who, if they had not engaged in it, would 
have lived a little longer. For my part, 1 have been 
in many a perilous situation, without being even wound¬ 
ed. Misfortune has visited me in a ditlerent way; and, 
to speak candidly, I prefer having lived a little unbap^ 
pily, to dying young. A hundred thousand people 
have been killed in the first action in which tlicy were 
engaged, arul a bundled thousand in the secnnil: cosi 
Fba voloto il fato—-so fate has decreed. Bat 1 see you 
are alarmed, and 1 must cheer you by saying, that ten 
campaigns are sometimes made without drawihg a 
sword, and that we aie often in battles without seeing 
the enemy; for instance, when we are in the second 
line, or^rear guard, and the first line decides the cuiuhat, 
as in the battle of tbe *DQwns in 1658. In the field, 
the^officera of tbe cavalry are in greater danger than 
other officers; in sieges, the officers of the infaritiy 
are a thousand times the most exposed ; and heie, ma¬ 
dam, 1 must relate to you, what M. de Turenne told me . 
he heard some one say to tbe late prince William of 
Orange, that yotmg woa«n thought men always in a 
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situation to marry, and ifiat moiiVs thotiglit" soldiers in 
the army had always drawn swords in their hands. The 
interest you rr^ke in this campaign, makes you n fleet ai’ 
vou never rellected before. If your .**00 were not in 
the service, you would consider ibis action, as vnn have 
done a thousand others that liave been ineiilKiiied to 
you, without enioliuli, and ytiu would c all cros-ing ttic 
Rhine a bold, not a ra^h act, as you now do. Believe 
me, my dear cousin, the generality of Hiings are great 
or little only as our iinagiiiaium m ikes litem so. Tne 
swimming acros.s the Hhine is u iiooie at t, but it U not 
so rash a one as you suppose. Ti\(i thoufl^^ ^hoMes 
cross to jj^tiack four or live hundred. Tlie twi^hibLd|^nd 
Utc supported hy a numerous army, w'her^e* tlwjking 
commands in person, and the four or live hundred are 
troops terrified by the sudden and vigorous manner'in 
W'hich the campaign was begun. If the Dutch had 
possessed inoire firmness in this rencounter, they would 
oiily have^'ilied a few more men, atui in the. end have 
hewtiinverpowered hv numbers. If the prince of Orange 
bad been on the otlier si'’e of the Rhi.ie, with Ins army, 

I do not think our troops would have attempted to cros.s 
over to meet him; if tliey had, that would have been 
rash *. Yet Aloa»nder did so in crossing the Oranicus. 
lie swam over with fifty thousand men, in defiance of a 
hundred thousand men who opposed him. It is true, if 
he had been bedten he would have been called a fool; 
and it is only because he succeeded, that it has been 
proclaimed the most glorious enterprise in the world. 

1 am glad, my dear cousin, that your hatred to war 
proceeds only from your fears for the future, and that 

'* Bussj judged ts posteritj has done of the cnxslng tbr Rhine, 

' uhich was the subject of so many exaggerated {jraiscs; but whether thir 
U tter was showed, or was written or mentioned to others, the court 
luscw hb ophiion, and was eager to recall him fro;n exile. 
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M, (1e Sevignc has escaped so well.^ It is to be liopeU 
• iiat lie will always be equally fortunate, though"maN 
'J.aUleJa I cite tells ua that w’ar says: IVuit for fuct I 
(I ^iiirtiuc. J-et me kiiotv it* JVI. de was or- 

df'itil to lio over. Ifiny son pleases you, lie may pos- 
sil>l\ jik.ist ; \oM 'lit a moilel both of discern- 

niLUt -uul 1 \bte. 


i.LrriiR ccxviir. 

riiOM MAPVML Dl SilviGNb lO MADAM C DC URICN\N. 

. y t 

& , 

c Parti, Mon'tay, June SO, 1S79« 

1 'reflect upon the situation you have been iii| * 

witho'Jt ^et emotion; and though I know you are out 
of dOttger, yet 1 cannot turn my eyes on what has pass* 
ed, without' a horror that distracts me. Alas t boir 
much was 1 in the dark about a health that was ao dear 
to me ! If any one had told me, that my daughter wafl^^ 
in greater danger than if she had been in the armjr, 
how little should 1 have believed it! Must 1 suft'er this 
useless grief in addition to so many other sorrows that 
aflflict.my heart ? The extreme danger my son is in; 
the war, which rages every day with greater violence ; 
the couriers, w ho bring no other news but the deatii 
of some friend or acquaintance, and may bring<accounts 
still more fatal; the fear of hearing ill news, and yet 
the curiosity of knowing it; the desolation of those who 
arc in excess of grief, and with whom 1 pa^s a gieat 
part of my time ; the strange state of health my aunt 
is in, and my extreme desire of seeing you; all tins 
aHlicts and consumes me, and forces me to lead a life 
so contrary to my inclination, that I have need of more 
thrill a common share of health to support it. 

You have never seen Paris as it is at present;, all the 



world is in tearsj or feaiv to be so. Poor madatne de 
Nogent is almost beside berseff. Madame de Longue* 
Tille pierces every heart with her complaints. 1 have 
not seen her indeed, but this is what I am told. Made* 
moiseile de Vertus returned two days since from Port* 
Royal, where she resides. They sent for her and M. 
Arnauld to impart to madamc de Longueville the tei ri* 
ble news.'' The very sight of mademoiselle de Vertus 
was su(Hciet)t| sudden return was too sure a sign 
that some fatal accident had happened. As soon there* 
fore as she appeared-——*' Ah! mademoiselle, how is 
it with my brother * ?” She did not dare, even in 
thought, to inquire further. '* Madam, he is recovered 

of his \Vound-there has been a battle** And 

my sou ?**-No answer was made. " Ah ! made¬ 

moiselle, my son, my dear child I answer me; It he 
’ dead ?**—" I have no words to answer you, ma¬ 
dam.**——''Oh my dear son! Was he killed on the 
spot? llad he not a single moment f Ob, God! what a 
tacrifice is this !** And she threw herself upon the bed, 
and by expressions of the most lively sorrow, by faint¬ 
ing fits, by convulsions, by the silence of despair, by 
stifled cries, by sudden bursts of passion, by floods of 
bitter tears, by eyes up-lifted to heaven, and by heart¬ 
rending complaints, she exhibited all the various emo¬ 
tions of grief. She sees a few friends; and in pure 
submission to Providence, consents to receive such nou¬ 
rishment as is just sufficient to keep life and soul to¬ 
gether. She takes no rest; her health, before in a de¬ 
clining state, ia visibly altered for the worse. For my 
part, 1 wish her death earnestly, as 1 cannot think she 
can%urviTe such a loss. There is a certain gentleman i- 

* The prince of Condtf. 

t M. de U RoehefbttcauU. 
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who is scarcely less affected : I cannot help thinkifig« 
that if tlit y had met, in the first moments of their griei^ 
aiul had (/ecn alone together, all other sentiments would 
have ^^ivrn place to sighs and tears, redoubled without 
inlerrni^sion ; there would have been a dumb scene of 
sorrow, a dialogue of inarticulate sighs and groans. This 
is a mere thought of niy own. But, niy dear, how great 
affliction is this! The very mistresses of poor do Longue* * * § 
ville do not constrain thetnselves; his ddmestics are 
disconsolate; and his gentleman, who came yesterday 
w'itli the ill news, scarcely appears a reasonable crea¬ 
ture. This death effaces the thoughts of all others. 

A courier, who arrived yesterday evening, brings an 
account of the death of the count du Plessis ^.virho was 
killed by a cannon-sliot, as he was giving directions for 
making a bridge. Arnheim is besieged by M. Turenne* 
They did not attack the fort of Skeing, as it was de¬ 
fended by eight thousand men. Alas! these successful 
beginnings will be followed with a tragical end for a 
great number of families. May Heaven preserve my 
poor son ! He was not upon this expedition ; bnt the 
campaign is not yet finished. 

In the midst of our afflictions, the description you 
have given me of madame Colonna and her sister 
is really divine; it rouses one under the most melan¬ 
choly circumstances : it is an admirable picture. The 
countess de Soissons, and madame de Bouillon |, are 
quite in a rage with these fools, and say they ought to 
be confined. It is thought that the king will nue dis¬ 
oblige the constable § (Colonna), who is certainly one of 

* Alexander de Choiseul, count tiu Plessis, sou of CsBsar de Choi- 
be id, tnarslial of France. 

■f* Hortensia Maneini, duchess of Mazarin. 

X Sisters to mesdames de Colonna and Mazarin. 

§ Tile fatiicr of these ladies, and of one of the moit ixiMierral famlltea 
in Rome. 
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Uie greatest men in Konie. In the mean time we are 
ill cxpectniion of seeing them arrive here like m.«ck'm«»i- 
scUe lie I’F.toilc *; this comparison is good. . 

The accounts I send you are from the best authority ; 
you will find by all you receive, that M. do Long!ie\ille 
has been ihe cause of liiN own death, as well as of the 
death of many others; and that the prince has showed 
himself through the whole of this expedition, more like 
a father, than tlic general of an army. 1 said yesterday, 
and others agiveil with me, that if tl\e war continues, 
the duke t will certainly occasion the death of the 
prince; his love fur him surpasses every other con¬ 
sideration. 

La Marans aflTects to appear overwhelmed with grief. 
She says ibot she sees very plainly theu’e is something 
in the news from the armv* which is conceftled from 
her; and that the prince, ami the duke, are dead, as 
well as M. deLnngueviile. She conjiires people, by all 
that is sacred, to speak out, and not to spare her; and 
teUa them, that in her deplorable situation, it is in vain 
to hide any thing from her. If it were possible for us 
to laugh under these circumstances, we should laugh at 
her. Alas! if she knew how little any of us think of 
concealing any thing from her, and how much every one 
is taken up with his own griefs and his own fears, she 
would not have the vanity to helicve we paid so much 
attention to her as to deceive her. 

The news 1 send you, comes, ns I before said, from 
good Hulhoiity ; I had it from G<uuvllle, who was with 
inadamc de Longueville when heard of her son’s 
death. All tiie couriers come sitaiglil to him. M. de 
Longueville had made his will before he set out. lie 
ll^ves a great jiarl of his property to a son he lias, w ho, 

• III Scamm’* comic romance. 

+ licnrv irulier» dc Boailioa, son tf ihc prince. 
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zs I believe, %vill take the title of chevalier jrOrleans'’*', 
\uthout expense to his relations. Have you heard how 
tile body^of .\I. de Loiii;iicviile was disposed of? It was 
laid in the same boat in which he passed the nver two 
hours before. 'I he prince, who was wounded, ordered 
liim to be placed near him, covered with a cloak, and, 
with several others who were wounded, repassed tlic 
Ilhine to a tow'n on this side the river, where they came 
to have their wounds dressed: it was the most melan¬ 
choly sight ill tile world. They say tlie chevalier de 
Moticiievrcud, wdio v\as attached to iM. <le l.,oiii!iievi)le, 
will nut liave a wound dressed which he received us he 
stood next to him. 

1 have received a letter from my son, he is very much 
grieved at the death of .VI. de Longneviiie. IK* was not 
in this expedition, but he is to be in another. What 
sifety can be hoped for in such a professionI advise 
you to write to M. de la IKichefoiicault, on the dearh of 
the chevalier, and tlie wouml of M. de Marsillac. This 
fatal event lias given me an ojiporuinity of seeing his 
heart without disguise: for constancy, worth, tender¬ 
ness, and good sense, lie infinitely surpasses any one 
1 have ever met with ; his wit and humour arc nothing 
in comparison. I will not anuise myscif at present w'ith 
telling you how much I love you. 1 embrace M. de 
Ctrignaii, and the coadjutor. 

•The same ovenmg, at 10 oVloi k. 

I made up my packet two hour.s ago, and pii my re¬ 
turn to town, 1 found a letter for me, with tlie news 
that a peace was concluded with Holland. It may 
easily be imagined tlint the Dutch «ire in the greatest 
consternation, and giad to submit to any terms; the 

• He ,ipp«-.irccl under the name of the (•hrv.iliiT il« Ixm^ueiillc, and 
nas accidentally killed at Phllipshour*; in hy a soldier, who was 

‘'hooting at a snipe. See th'- I.i‘ttei of llie Sih July follon'itig, . 
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king’s success is beyond all that has ever been known. 
We shall un(» more breathe again; but what a cruel 
addition must this be to the grief of madame d^ Longne- 
viile, and alt those who have lost children and near re> 
lations! 1 have seen marshal du Plessis; he is greatly 
alllicted, but demeans himself like a brave soldier. 
His lady * weeps bitterly; the countess f is only dis¬ 
concerted at not being a duchess. 1 think* my dear 
child, that if it bad not been for the rashness of M. 
de Longueville, we should have gained Holland with¬ 
out losing a man. 

LETTER CCIX. 

TO TIIB SAMB. 

IWIs, Friday, June 94, 167 s. 

1 AX now in my aunt’s apartment; if you could see the 
situation she is in", you would not doubt that I might 
take my departure to-morrow. She received the viati¬ 
cum to*day for the last time; but as her disorder is a 
complete decay of nature, the last drop of oil is not 
soon found. She is up, that is, slie sits in her chair, 
in her night-gown, with a black hood over her cap, and 
with her gloves on: her room is perfectly free from any 
ill scent or discomfort, but her countenance is as much 
changed as if she had been dead for a week: her bones 
come through her skin; her flesh is quite wasted away, 
and shrivelled; she swalloe^ with extreme difficulty, 
and is speechless. M. Veaou has told her she cannot 
ijive, and she no longer takes medicine; she is no longer 
dea'^ated, because the dropsy has exhausted all the ani- 
Long* juices; and siie is no longer in pain, because there 
li^ves thing to consume: she is very drowsy, but she still 
W hes: she lias had fits of ccddiiess w'hich made us 

* Colainba de Charron. 
f Maria Louisa le Loup dc Bellena^e. 
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think she'waa quite gone; and we were once upon the 
point of giving her extreme unction. I do not quit 
ray statjon, for fear of an accident. I assure you, that 
whatever pleasure 1 hare in view, this last scene will 
cost me many tears: it is very diilicMilt to bear, consti¬ 
tuted as I am. This, my child, is our present situation* 
Three weeks ago she gave us leave to set out, because 
she had a little remains of ceremony; but now the mask 
is taken oil', she makes the abb4 and myself understand 
by her gestures, that it is a great comfort to have us 
both with her in her last moments: this aiibcts us ex¬ 
tremely, and shows us that death is no hypocrite. 1 say 
nothing of the day of my departure: 

Comment fiourrois-je vous 1e dire? 

Rien n'est [)lu8 inceruin que TheuK de la inort *. 

But provided you do not send os word to delay our 
journey, it is very certain we shall soon set out. Let us 
therefore manage for ourselves: you know how 1 hate 
self-condemnation ; and the thought that 1 had neglect¬ 
ed the last duties to> my poor aunt, would be a perpe¬ 
tual vulture gnawing in my breast. I omit nothing I 
can do for her on this melancholy occasion. 

1 have not seen madame de Longuevillt-; she is very 
ill; she has only been seen by.a few distinguished per¬ 
sonages, and 1 have not the honour to be one of them, 
nor any claim to be so.. U does not appear that peace 
is concluded, as 1 inforn^ you it was; but there seems 
to be a good understanding*every where, and so great 
a readiness to submit, that the king has only to present 
himself before the gates of a city, and it immediately 
surrenders. Had it not been for the rashness of M. de 
Longueville, which as the cause of hisuwn deathand the 
death of so many others, all would have been well: but, 
in reality, Holland itself, Holland entire, could not com- 

* How can 1? nothing is more uuccitain than the hour of dcadi* 
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peiisaie bn to write to M* dc la Roc oc’' 

rfoucaulton of the cboahcr, and the wobu.i 

i of M. dc jVl.trsitlac*^ careful not to fall^into ap 

^I'lTor : tilts it is that aillicts him : alas! niy dear chi id, 
4 lie: betv^cen you and me lie has scarcely lelt the los* 
of Itie chevalier, 'ind is inconsolable at the deatii of him 
whom every one laments. You siiould also %vriie to 
marshal du PIcssis. All our friers aie in good health. 
Little I^a Troche was one of the first who plunged into 
the riVer; he has been much noticed in conse(|Ucnce. 
If 1 am still here, sibeii von write, mention the cit* 
cuinataiicc to his mother; it wiU gi\e hci giuat 
plea^u^e, ^ 

My peftfjf^desired me the other day by gesjutes, 
to remnniiiCT^r tn you, and to bid you adieu for inn : 
she made us wce'p^^he was very much concerned ui 
hr.ir of your illness.' Our abbe sends a thousand enn'- 
pliiiieiits to you: yodi must write some little wotd ot 
ktiidness him, to keep up his earnest destre to s* t> 
you. Yrinife'^ow atCFrignan. 1 hope I shall be there 
in my turn as well rest. .Alas! 1 am quite ready; 

1 cannot help woilM|% at the waynuidness of niy 
late ; it is enough for me fo wi^h a thing, to find some 
ob'>t.icle to It. 1 am perfectly satisfied with the care 
and fiicMulship of the coadjutor for you, but I will not 
write to hiuH^ he will love me the better for it; ] shall 
be o\ei| lyed to atfe him, and converse with hini. 

The mar>]nisde Villerni is|Sfoiunded back to Lj'oris. 
The king would not permit him to remain with M. 
de Mim^ier. Jarsc^* has had lea\e to stay’, and git 

• It vfas the »•» TOf* J ir.» \w»o, .t i'r ms i’I'ioii ol thr jrrMt C'ondc, 
deemed a ndicuitm ivi^Mon for qumi ut Hr hnd thru 

br'H «rn( fruni < iix**, .mi, *u list, •(tiinv i i»i]\ to in i\il il, f>ii liir 
ot h. MU.; uk«u i |>krt im thi intn^oOb ul'somr n'tnir'i it Moii- 
■sicurN iliirui''I'** k n’*s o' Mfui'i p»fck% ol ii n as a 
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TO THE SAME. 

My poor aunt received extmqie' itfictiim 'jf.evi^dy: 
you never beheld a more jHlteous spectHj^le; itb just, 
breathes, and that is all I can say: 1 shall soon let yon 
know mure. It is impossible to behold without emo¬ 
tion the painful death of a person 1 have always so 
much loved and honoured* Yppfea|on extremely well 
upon the subject; I shall follow your advice, and after 
having decided, will share the triumph with you, and 
set out exempt from the uneasiness and remorse 1 pre¬ 
dicted : so impossible is it for our own thoughts not to 
deceive uSi^^ 1 imagined that what with torro|^.at leav¬ 
ing my aunt, and fears for my son's safety, my li^rt 
would be lorn with anguish. God has prevented the 
one, 1 shall fulfil my most sacred duties; and the king's 
success has provided against; the otber,^ since Holland 
has surrendered ivithout farther resistance, and the ide- 
puties are at court, as 1 informed you ,the other day. 
Let us tlierefore, my chil^, abandon thg odea J^ai, we 
can form just opinions of^the^ future; and let lu think 
of nothing but the mis^^iie of madaine de Longue- 
ville, which, having really taken place, we caiuiut be 
deceived in. The war seems to have been waged on 
purpose to kill her poor son ; the next moment all was 
peace; and in short, the king is now fully occupied in 
receiving deputies from the diiferent towns iliat surreU* 
der. He will return count of Holland (comte de l|oi- 
landc). This is a wonderful victory, and shows that 

VOI. II. K 
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nothing can resist his forces or his command: the siftst 
v.ay IS to honour and fear him, and ntver to speak of 
him without admiration. 

1 ha\e at length ^ten madainc de Longueville. 
Chance placed me mar her bed <-hc made me diaw 
still nearer to her, and \\ is> the first \^ho spoke , for I 
nefer abound in words on these orcasioiis sud 

she did not doubt that I pitied her, and nitii juslitt, foi 
her misfoitune was complete. Slic inentimird m uianic 
de la Fayette and inonsitui d llacquevilie, as thosi of 
her friends who she imagined would !>}mpathise the 
most with hei : she talked of rny son, and of the iiiend- 
ship hci son intertaincd foi him I shall not tioubk 
you with my replies , tlu^ weic such as the nature ot 
the conversation required , <uid, in fart, 1 w as so iniicli 
ailected, that it was impossible to speak amiss 1 was 
soon obliged to gi\e place to the crowd of \isitois V\ hen 
i put myself in the pi ice of this unfortunate woman, 
the circumslance of peace appears the most ciiicl blow 
that could ha\c been given to the luatt, when 1 retmii 
to myself again, 1 bless Htaven for it, since it is the 
means of piesrrving my dear l^vigne to nii, and tin 
rest of oui fi lends. 

You are now at Giignan; }ou want to terrify me, 
with the fear that I shall not be able to walk out vvhi n 
1 come, and that there will be no pedi> oi peaches left, 
but you, niy dear child, will be there, and when 1 am 
tired of counting the boards in }our rooms, shall 1 not 
have your fine terraces to walk on »' Will you not gi\» 
me some dried figs and giapes^ as )ou please, I 
shall veiy willingly expose mvstU to the drvness of the 
country, tiusting 1 shall meet with no otiiei dryness 
I only foresee a little dispute that is likclv to ar se be¬ 
tween us, about }uui little boy*^, whom you will wish 
me to love better than my little girl, which I do not 
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tiitnk is possible, for I am so much attached to the dear 
child, that I feel great regret in the idea of leaving her 
Lohuid. 

Monsieur cle la Rechefoucault is very uneasy about 
M. cle Marsillac’s wound ; he is apprehensive it may 
teriiiinale in a mortification. 1 do not know whether 
you should write to madame de Lcmguevilic, or not, 
but I think you ought. 1 have seen a good caricature 
lately on Holland, which is represented by a countess, 
apparently a hundred years of ago, and voiy ill: she 
is attended by four physicians, which are the kings of 
England, Spain, France, and Sweden. The king of 
England desires her to .show him her tongue, and cries, 
“ Ah ' what a foul tongue!” The king of France I'ccls 
her pulse, and says, " She must be bled copiously.” I 
do not remember what the rest say; but it is on the 
hole a very humorous and just satire. 

I am extremely glad you arc not with child, for now 
you will soon be iiee from all your other disorders: I 
do not believe a syllabic of your loss of beauty. 1 have 
seen two or three Provencals, whose names I have for- 
uoiien. l^ovencc, however, is become very dear to 
me: it has ({uite efl'aced my regard for Britany and 
Pi'll gundy: in comparison I despi.se them. 

LETTER CCXXI. 

TO THE SA.ME. 

Paris, Friday, Ju^ 1, 1673. 

Ar length, my child, our dear aunt's sufferings are at 
an end. She has cost us many tears. I, who am so 
t.i'iily affected, have in particular w'ept profusely. She 
was found dead in her bed at five o'clock yesterday 
Tiuiining. The preceding evening she was extremely 
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ill, and would get up fM'in restlessness; but she 
vras so weak that she could not sit in her chair, and 
kept sinkinp: down and falling out of it, so that she was 
obliged to be supported. Mademoiselle de la Trousse 
flattered herself that this w’eakness proceeded only front 
want of sustenance.: her mouth was convulsed; iny 
cousin said the milk slie had taken liaU merely made 
her mouth uncomfortable; for niy patt, 1 believed her 
dying. At eleven o’clock she made a .sign to me to 
leave her : I kLssed her hand, she gave me iier hiissing, 
and 1 quitted the apartment. >She then took a little 
iv.iik to oblige mademoiselle de l.i Trousse, but could 
not swallow it. 'They laid her tn the bed; she made 
every one leave the room, ^:lying she w as going to sleep. 
About four in the morning word was brought to made¬ 
moiselle de ia Trousse that madarne was asleep; upon 
which she ordered her not to be disturbed upon any ac¬ 
count. At five she said she would go and see if she was 
still asleep: tliey went to the bed-side, and found her 
dead. Upon which a melancholy scene ensued! It 
was with difficulty they could di.sengage her daughter 
from the corpse: how'ever, they contrived to carry bci 
into another room. '1 Itey next came to acquaint me; I 
immediately ran thither in great agitation, and found 
my poor aunt cold and stiff, hut laid so much at her 
case, that I do not think she had for six months expe¬ 
rienced so tranquil a moment as that in which she ex¬ 
pired : she was not at all changed. I kneeled by her, 
and when 1 had paid my tribute of tears to this mourn¬ 
ful sight, I went in quest of mademoiselle de la Trousse, 
I found in a situation that might have melted the 
stones. I brought her hither with me, and in the 
evening mademoiselle de la Trousse came and look my 
cousin home with her, from whence she proposes re- 
^ moving her to the faiuily-seat, till the return of M 
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tic III 'Froassc. 1 am now ready to >et niit^ having iiu 
longer any thing to detain rae; and st>, my dear, tarc- 
well. , 

I have been promised some news; i am m expecta* 
lion of it: it seems the king continues the chain of his 
coiKjuests. Jlut you take no notice of the death ol 
M. de Longuevdle, nor of the pains 1 have taken t(» 
supply you with intelligence: not a word about my 
letters ! In short, 1 fancy I am writing to one deaf and 
dumb. But I see huvv it is ; 1 must absolutely come to 
Grignan ; your patience is worn threadbare. Our abbe 
sends you a thousand good wishes; 1 perfectly udoii- 
him for his noble perseverance in making the jomiiev 
to Provence. 


LETTER CCNXIl. 

TO THE SVMH. 

Par'o. NiiiiJuv, July :), lo7''2> 

% 

1 AM going to take my little girl to l.ivri; be not 
mieasv on her account, 1 am rxtremelv careful of her. 
and 1 certainly love her much better than you do. 1 
shall go and take leave of M. d’Andilly to«morrow, atid 
return on Tuesday to purchase some trifles, after which, 

I shall set out ill!mediately, leaving my letter with mv' 
good La Troche, who undertakes to tell ymu ail the news. 
She is much better ({ualifierl for this oHice than 1 am: 
the interest she has in the nniiy gains her better in£ur* 
Illation than almost any other person receives, and espc* 
ciaily one who for four days past has been occupied 
with tears, mourning, masses, funerals, and even death. 
1 oviii 1 was overwhelmed with vexation, when my' ser*. 
vant came and told me there were no letters for me by 
tlie post; this is the second time I have been disappointed. 
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and though 1 believe it is the fault of the post, or ot 
your journey, it does not alter my feeling: as 1 am 
accuatonied to disappointments of this nature, ,1 bear 
them with very ill grace. You have been so ill that 1 
am always fancying some misfortune will happen to 
you, and you have been so rash since you left me, thui 
1 have reason to fear every evil because you do not fear 
any. Adieu, my dearest, 1 would say more if 1 had 
heard from you. 


l.KTTER CCXXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Livri, Siiiiday c\cniiig, July J, 16 ;^. 

I HAVE many excuses to make to you, my dear child, 
for the letter I wrote to you this morning before I ar¬ 
rived here. 1 had not received yours: my friend at 
the post-oiBce sent me word that there was no letter for 
me, and 1 was in perfect despair. It is now ten o’clock 
at night; and M. de Coulanges, whom 1 adore, and who 
is the best creature in the world, has sent me your letter 
which was enclosed in his packet. lie dispatched his 
own servant with it by moonlight, judging how happy 
it would make me to receive it, and he judged truly. 
I am sorry you lost one of my packets; as tliey were 
filled with news, it puts you out of the train of affairs, 
and breaks the thread of your knowledge of what 
passes. 

You must, doubtless, hare had very exact accounts, 
by which you may understand that the Rhine was ill 
defended. The great wonder is that our troops swam 
. over it. The prince and his ArgonauU * were in a boat ; 

* Tlie name given to the flower of the Grecian princes, who accoii. 
panied Jason to Colchis, in quest of the Golden Vlucr*'. 
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^nJ the first part of the enemy's troops they fell in 
M ith on the other side of the river, laid down their aniit« 
and demanded (juarter; bat unhappily M. de Longae- 
>ille, who doubtless did not hear this, hurried on to the 
^ ntreiichnnents with warlike ardour, arrived at the bar¬ 
rier, and killed the first man he met. At the same in¬ 
stant he himself received five or six wounds. The duke 
followed him ; the prince followed his son, and all the 
rest followed the prince. This occasioned a dreadful 
slaughter, which it is plain would have been avoided, 
had they known the enemy’s intention of yielding, 
Hut every thing is in the disposal of Providence. 

The count de Guiche performed an actioii, the suc¬ 
cess of which has covered him with glory; whereas 
had it failed, he would have been considered criminal. 
He was sent to ascertain whether the river was fordable 
or not; he said it wa.s though it is probable he kilow 
the contrary. Whole squadrons swam over on horse¬ 
back, without breaking their ranks: it is true, he was 
himself at the head of them. This was never attempt¬ 
ed before; it succeeded; hu surrounded the enemy’s 
troops, and forced them to yield. You see that his for¬ 
tune and his valour keep pace with each other. But 
you have doubtless had particular accounts of this dar¬ 
ing adventure. 

The chevalier Nantouillet fell from his horse into the 
river; he immediately sunk to the bottom, but rose 
again; a second time ho sunk, and again he rqsc: at 
last, he laid hold of the tail of one of the horses, which 
brought him safe to land ; he mounted it, rushed into 
the thickest of the battle, received two shots in his 
hat, and returned in high spirits. This reminds me of 
Orontes prince of the Massagetes. 


* A hero in the romance of Cassauiiriu 
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It is very true, that M. de Longueviiie had hern lu 
confession before he went away. As lie never boasted 
of such things, he did not even acquaint hi«? •‘mother 
with it 5 the confession was conducted by our friends (of 
Port-Koyal), and the absolution was deferred for more 
than two months : it is so certain, however, that madams 
de Longucville can have no doubt of it: what a conso¬ 
lation this must be to her! He bestowed great sums in 
purposes of charity, which no one knew of, and which 
were given on condition they should be kept secret. 
No man ever possessed more solid virtues, or fewer vices, 
than he did. He had a little pride, vanity, and haugh¬ 
tiness : but certainly no one ever approached so near 
perfection. He was above praise; if the world was sa¬ 
tisfied with his conduct, that w'as enough for him. 1 
frequently sec persons who have not yet recovered from 
their concern at his loss; but the generality have already 
forgotten it. This melancholy news was only subject 
of grief for three or four days; the regret of the public 
for the loss of Madame* continued much longer. The 
individual interest every one has in what passes in the 
army, hinders him from paying much attention to the 
misfortunes of others. Since the first engagement, no¬ 
thing has been talked of but surrendered cities, and of 
the arrival of deputies to desire the favour of being re¬ 
ceived among his majesty’s ncw'ly-conquered subjects. 
Do not forget to write a line or two to La Troche, upon 
her son’s having distinguished himself at the passage of 
the river: he has been praised to the king, as one of 
the foremost in that adventurous affair. There is no 
probability that the enemy will defend himself against 
such a victorious army. The French are certainly verv 
fine soldiers; everything must yield to the bnlliaiuy 

* 'riio prlnccs^s Hciirleua Anne of England, prinress dc ruTui. 
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anti Uardihood of their actions: in short, no river can 
no%v he a defence against their all-coni]uering valour. 

Ad ini, my dearest child ! Pardon the concern I have 
felt at hiving been so long without hearing from you; 
your letters are so agrecnbir, that the want of them can 
be recompensed by nothing but your presence. 

LETTER* CCXXIV. 

:mad.v.me DE SiU'K.NL to madame de bussy. 

Paris, June 7, lh7‘l. 

I 11 vi> resolved, 1 know not wliy, to push my imperti¬ 
nence to the utmost evireniity, and as 1 bneb neglected 
answering a h tter of yours, I determined not to stop 
there, hut to go on in the same way, so long as you did 
me the lionour of writing to me. Rut in spite of this 
good resolution 1 am forced to yield. Your letter dis¬ 
arms me; I can no longer be so brutal, and 1 never ex¬ 
pected to be so weak. I have been very much amused 
at what you told me, and have omitted to write to you, 
more from the fear of writing nothing worth reading, 
than the desire of oUending you as I have done. Is it. 
thus you write, niadame? your style partakes of the 
beauties of the Kouvilles and the Rabutiiis: it has no¬ 
thing provincial in it; and instead of apostrophising 
you m a letter to your husband, I shall write to him in 
this, if 1 think of it. This is a change which must ne¬ 
cessarily surprise you. You give me a new iifcentivc 
to be careful of my little shoot, and I should certainly 
avail myself of it, if I were not going into Provence. 
Bui [ am going to see this poor Grignan. 1 do not 
know whether I shall take Burgundy in my way, but 
in any case, if 1 do not inform you of it, it will be be- 
cau:>e 1 shall not pass near you, and shall be unwilling 

K 5 
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to stop. It is a long time since I saw our student. I 
do not retract a syllable of what 1 formerly said in his 
favour: his mind appears to me docile and amiable. 1 
lest my aunt de la Trousse a week ago, after aii illnes«H 
of seven months. Her long suifering and subsequent 
death have made me shed many tears. I loved and 
honoured her sincerely. I shall not therefore give your 
compliroeiitR to her, but to my uncle the abhe, \vh<i 
highly esteems you, and is much obliged by your n - 
incmb ranee. 


LKTTER CCXXW 

'Y^DAME DE SEVIUNE TO MADAME DE GRIGNAN. 

Paris, Friday, July S, l67'i. 

Well, my dear child, you are now at Grignan, expect¬ 
ing me. 1, on my side, am in all tlie hurry of depar* 
ture ; and if 1 were to spend the whole day in thinking 
and wishing, I should not see you so soon; but 1 am 
just setting out; and if I write to you again on Monday, 
you may be assured it will be for the last time. Be as 
indolent as you please now, that you may have no in¬ 
dolence about you at my arrival. In some respects our 
humours are very opposite; but in many other things, 
we perfectly agree, and then, as you say, our hearts 
answer almost to our degree of relationship. 

1 have been at St. Maur to take my leave, but 1 had 
not the power to do it: for, without vanity, the deli¬ 
cacy of roadarae de la Fayette is such, that she cannot 
bear without emotion the loss of a friend like me; 
these are her own words. 1 went thither with M. de la 
ROthefoucault. We had a great deal of chat upon ihc 
road; we found madame du Plessis there, and mesda- 
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nioisclk's dr la Rochefoucault, and GourvilU', who, by 
the stroke of a magic wand, made an admirable supper 
spring out of the ground tor us. Madame de la Fay¬ 
ette kept me there all night. The next day, LaTroc^ 
and th^ abbe Arnauld came to visit me* and found me 
making up my packets. 1 bid adieu to M. d’Aiidilly. 
1 have a thousand other things to do: my heart has not 
been so much at ease for a tong time. 

My sun has written to me in a style, as if the cam¬ 
paign were liiiished. lie says every thing has yielded 
to the king; that Grotiiis'’^ is arrived at the camp, to 
coDciude a treaty of peace, and the oiil) didicult thing 
for his majesty, is to find enemies to oppose him. If 
he returns as soon as is expected, my son intends to 
come to us at Grigiian. He says a good deal of you ; 
when you write to him, desire him to take this pretty 
excursion. Hedias seen the chevalier de Crrignan, who 
is well, and who told him he did not write to me often. 
He has never answered my last note: 1 will forgive 
him on condition he is not killed. 

There arc a great many ladies in tears for the death 
of M. de Longueviile: they makefile profession A 
grief ridiculous. They all want to converse with M. 
de la RochefoucauU; but he, who has a greater fear of 
being ridiculous than of any 'thing in the world, has 
sent them to seek comforters elsew'here. 

La Marans allects to appear oppressed with grief. 
It is ten months since she has seen her sister f; they 

* Ambauador from the atatcft-geneval to the cciurt of Fnnce, aii'l 
fcnsionary of Roticrdam. . 

-|- Madcmuisclle de Montabia. Slie waa a womnn of great wit, imi 
of great intrigue. She bad been, at the same time, the confiiianie of 
Madame, of inademoiseNe de la VaUie.e, of matlame de Montea}.at., 
theu dcmcNaf lie de ToDaay, of Mi du Guicbe, of tlie king, &c. 
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are on ill terras togctlier. She was there three clays 
ago in a mask; and w’irluint any preamble, or even un¬ 
masking, though her sister immediately kiu w iier, she 
burst into tears, and began thus: ** Dear sister, 1 ant 
come to beg you to tell me, how you felt upon the death 
of your lover. Did you weep long r Were you abh' 
to sleep? Did you feel a weight at your In arl ? (Jcxul 
God! how did you act? Was it not drcadlhl ? How 
could you bear it? Did yon admit company ? Could 
you read? Did you ever go abroad? (ili! what a 
sad situation!’' In sliort, ray child, can you not faiicv 
you hear her? Her sister made her such answers as 
she thought proper; and flew to M.de la Hochcfoii- 
cault to describe this ridiculous scene to him, who 
would have laughed at it, if any thing could make him 
laugh. For our parts, we all thought it a folly worthy 
of her, and not inferior to that fine adventure of hers, 
when she went to visit the good man Andilly, fancying 
him to be the Druid Adanias, to whom the shepherdesses 
of Lignon resorted to relate their amorous grievances, 
and to receive consolation from him. 1 thought this 
history could not fail.to divert you as much as it did us. 
Dampierre is very .m^ph grieved ; but not so much as 
Th6oban, who, on account of the death of her brother, 
has retired to our sisters of Sainte Marie. 

Castelnau is.consoled; she has been told that M. dr 
Longueville^once said to Ninon, ** Deliver me, made- 
inoi.selIe, from the pei;8ecution of this fat marchioness do 
Castelnau.*' Upon this she has resumed her gaiety so 
far as to enter again into the dance. As for the mar- 
chiones3^*Uxelles, her affliction is that of a true friend. 
The infant son * of M. de Longucville is the name of 

* This was a chiKI he had hy inadame de la Fend. He left him five 
hundred thousaiKl livres. Some )cais alter, when Louts XIV. thought 
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whom you have heard so much; it is ono of the finest 
Ih.sturies of our days. 1 trust you will not form t to 
write to my cousin de hi Trousse, whose grief and merit, 
with regard to the care she has taken of her mother, 
are above all praise. 

Let me entreat you, my dear, whatever others may 
say, to get some oil of scorpions * made, that we may 
find the remedy with the disease. I was lalktii;; of 
}our cousins the other ilay, when a Provencal assured 
me, that they were not tiie only iroublesome ones you 
had at Grignan, for that there wa> another kind, which, 
without wounding you severely, dal yiui infinitely more 
harm. Methinks you look now like madanie dc Soten- 
\illc in tlie play: for you will sdoii have vvork enougli 
upon your hands to receive a troop, that will put your 
pigeon-house, farm-yard, warren, and all, in requisition. 
But, my dear child, 1 only say this for want of some¬ 
thing else to say; for if 1 thought you killed a pigeon 
more on our accounts, 1 should be very angry with 
you. You will destroy our abbe if you tempi him with 
varieties ; your usual tabic is more than sufficient. X.a 
Mousse t has been a little staggered in Ikis resolution 
with the fear of fleas, gnats, scoqiions, bad roads, and 
the noise he may happen to meet with ; all these have 
formed a train of hideous monsters in ins poor brain, for 

of acknowledging his natural cliildieti, to set thr rxaniple and prepare 
the public fur the event, they began with the child of M. de Longue- 
\ille. He was in the same situation as the childien of inadame de 
Montespaii, because inadaiue dc la Fert^ gave birth lo him koring the 
life of her husband. 

* Scorpions are very common in Provence, and in most parts of the 
south of France, esi^cially in low and marshy sitnaiions 'fbe oil mado^ 
from the fat of this reptile is considered as a sovereign rcinedy for its 
bite. 

f lliis gentleman was to be of the party with matlamt de StfvigiU! 
and Uir abbf de Coulanges, in tlicir jouriicy to Grignan. 
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which I have laughed at him very heartily; and then 
to hear him cry, What a h;juiv I shall make! Lord 
hel|) me, I am nobody; 1 am not lit to appear in such 
company as we shall find there.” T;.is is what you 
may call proud humility. ]y{lac(|ueville is expected 
here soon, hut he is not likely to mei't w’lth me. 1 have 
taken care to have your compliment.s presented to ma> 
dame de Terrnes; and why not? M. de Vivonne is 
very ill of his wounds; M. Mar.sillac is very little 
better, and the prince is almost well. 1 have no parti¬ 
cular news. We are in continual expectation of peace, 
and of the entire conquest of Holland. It is said Ni- 
meguen makes a show of defending itself; but it only 
serves for matter of laughter. I send you a pretty ma¬ 
drigal and the Holland gazette : the paragraph respect¬ 
ing the two sisters*, and that on the subject of Am.ster- 
dam, are very amusing. Adieu, my dear child: but 
before I teal my letter, tell me, do you think 1 lope 
you? 


LETTER CCXXVI. 

TO THE S.tMC. 

Puia, Monday, July 11, 167^. 

Not a word more about my journey: it is so long 
since we have talked on no other subject, that, at last, 
it is become tiresome; long expectation blunts joy, 
as a lofig continuance of a disease does the pain of 
it. You Will have wasted all the pleasure you would 
have in seeing me, by waiting so long for it. 1 have 
been obliged to see the last duties paid to my poor 
aunt: but now all is over, and 1 set out on Wednesday. 


* Mestlames Colunne and Mazarin. 
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[ shall sleep either at Elsoii or Mclun. 1 intend to go 
by way of Burgundy^ but shall not stop at Dijon; 

1 must give a day or two to an old avnt, w hom by the 
bye I ifo not much care for; however, I will write to 
you from every place where it can be done; 1 cannot 
Hx the day. It is delightful weather. Our abbe is all 
joy and content ; La Mousse is a little fearful of the 
length of the journey, but I will keep up his spirits: 
for niy own part, 1 am overjoyed ; if you have the least 
doubt of this, send me word to Lyons, that I may go 
back again. 

This, iny child, is all I have to say to you upon the 
subject. 1 have taken all imaginable precautions about 
my dear little girl. I have taken her from Livri, not¬ 
withstanding my first resolution. Siie i.s a thousand 
times better here. »She has already given me a proof 
that 1 did well, fur since her return hither, she has had 
a pretty little slight erujition, called the small-pox, 
nhich was attended with little or no sickness. Little 
Pecquet'* restored her in two visits, whereas had she 
been at Livri, God knows how much trouble it might 
have co.st us. If you wish to know whether I .saw her 
during her illness, 1 shall a.ssure you that 1 did noi quit 
her a moment during the time ; I fear infection no more 
than you do precipices; in short, she is now in full 
health, and in the midst of every kind of assistance in 
case of future accidents. Every one has approved rny 
bringing her back from Livri: so all is settled. Ad<eu, 
my lovely child. Pray is M. de Grignan desurdUs that 
I should visit him in his fine castle ? 

• Sh»; calls him Little Pecquet from kindness. He was a great ana> 
tomist, and dist-overed a )iirie<il vein, which has prrscrvpil the iiainc of 
the ii'ervoir of Pecquet. He often g.ivc liraudy inedicinalb, but he 
also used it freely, and tlie remedy was the cause of ids death. 
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LETTER CCXXVII. 

TO THE same. 

From Auxprri’, Saturday, July ifi, 1072 . 
Well, my child, here I am at last; 1 am still at a j^reat 
distance from you, and yet 1 already IVcl the pleasme 
of being soniewluit neartr t(> you. 1 set out on Wednes¬ 
day from Palis, with the vexation of not having re¬ 
ceived any letters by ’i\ie'.ilay\ post; but the hope of 
seeing you at the end of iny long journey keeps me in 
spirits. Every one told me jestingly that 1 should kill 
our dear abbe, in making linn take a journey into Pro- 
veut'C during the heat of sumrnei ; hut he laughed at 
these idle tale.<i, and iJeaven ha.s lewarded him for it, by 
the finest weather that heart could wish ] there is no 
dust; it is delightfully cool, and the day£ are at the 
longest. Wliat can be wished for more ? Uur Mousse 
begins to take courage: we travel mighty gravely. M. 
de Coutanges would have been of service to enliven u.s 
a little. We have found nothing worTi reading but 
Virgil; not Virgil ttavesii 1 assure you, but Virgil * in 
all the majesty of the Latin and the Italian. To be 
completely merry, one must be with merry people: you 
know my way; 1 am as other people are, but am never 
the first to begin. I am a little dull at not knowing how 
afl'airs go in HollancI j when I set out, they were be¬ 
tween peace and war. This is the most critical juncture 
that France has experienced for a considerable time, 
both with regard to public and private interests. 

^'oMiAiinc cic Sdvigre spraks here of a tnnslatioii of the jCnei.1 
inlinfialuui verse by Ha>ini1>.il Caro, who ia almost ihu only ooe that 
hctf pTfserved the beauties uf that noble author. 
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Adieu, then, niy dear child; I hope to find letters 
from you at Lyons. Let me tell you, y<Hi tire greatly 
obliged lo our dear abbe and La Mousse, but not at all 
>0 me. 


LETTER * CCXXVIII. 

i r.OM M VDAME DE SLVlGNt. TO THE COUNT DE BUSSY. 

Montjru, July '2*2, 

You always speak wonders, le Comte: all your 
arguments are just, and it i'* very true that, in war, the 
event makes the action rash or heroic. If the. count dc 
Ivuiche had been beaten in passing the Rhine, the blame 
would have fallen upon him, for he was only ordered 
to ascertain whether the river was fordable, and he pro¬ 
nounced that it was when it was not; and it is only be¬ 
cause the event succeeded that he is covered with ho¬ 
nour. The anecdote of the prince of Orange delighted 
me. I verily believe he was right, and that the gene¬ 
rality of young women flatter themselves. As for the 
monks, I did not exactly think with them, but I was 
not far short of it. You have given me pleasure in un¬ 
deceiving me: 1 now begin to breathe. The king may 
be considered as only on a journey, and taking Holland 
as he passes by way of amusement. 1 own I never took 
so much interest in the war before, and the reason is 
not very diflicult to discover. My son was not .com¬ 
manded to pass the Rhine. He is standard-bearer to 
the gencrarmes of the dauphin, under M. delaTrousse* 
1 had rather he were in that situation than a volunteer. 
I observed a word or two of Italian in vour letter, and 
it appeared as if you were learning it: would it were 
so! You know I have always told you that this only 
WAS w'anting to your accomplislinaents. Learn it, my 
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<lear cousin, I beg; it will repay your trouble. Since 
you think me a model of discernment and taste, pray 
follow my advice. If you had not been at Dijon wait* 
ing the unfortunate termination of the y>oor count de 
liimogc’s lawsuit, you would have been in this country 
when 1 passed through it, and you would have heard 
from me, as 1 told you, from niy cousin de Toulon- 
Jon’s. Madame de Toulonjoii came there on Monday to 
sec me, and M. Jeanniii pressed me so earnestly to come 
here, that 1 could not refuse him. lie has made up to 
me for the day I have given him by a relay, which 
will take me to-morrow to sleep at Chalons, as I had 
intended. I found this place very much improved since 
1 was here sixteen years ago : but this is not the case 
with me, and time, which has given great beauty to 
these gardens, has robbed me of my youth, which 1 
can never expect to recover. You would have restored 
it to me more than any one, by the pleasure 1 should 
' have had in seeing you, and by the merriment we are 
sure to have when we meet. But Heaven has decreed 
otherwise, and Jupiter too, who has contented himself 
with placing me on his mountain, without letting me 
see all my family. Madame de Toulonjon, my cousin, 
is pretty and amiable. 1 did not think she had been so 
well made, nor that she had so good an understanding. 
She has told me a great many pleasing things of your 
daughters, which 1 readily believe. Adieu, niy cousin, 
1 am "going into Provence to see my poor Grignan. 
See what it is to love. I wish you all the happiness 
you deserve. 
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FKOM MADAME OE i>EVlGNL TU MADAME UE ORICNAN. 

Lyons, Wednesday, July 27 , 1672. 

[r this date does not please you, I know not what to do 
for you. I received your two letters yesterday by ma- 
dame de HochebonneI never saw so surprising a 
likeness; in short, it is M. dc (vrignan himself, in the 
person of a most agreeable woman: she perfectly adores 
you. 1 shall not tell you how much 1 love her, nor how 
much I can believe you love her. As to her brother- 
in-law f, at whose house I take up rny abode while in 
this place, he is ahsolutely captivating; such ease, 
such freedom reigns about him, as perfectly suits with 
my temper, and makes me charmed with hiiiL The 
intendant:^ with his lady, and madatne de Coulanges, 
came to receive me at the boat: 1 supped with them, 
and dined there yesterday. They walk with me, and 
show me every thing that is worth seeing: in short, I 
am quite ashamed at receiving so many attetitions; I 
cannot conceive what it is that makes them so much 
esteem me. 1 would fain have set out to-morrow, but 
rnadame de Coulanges insisted upon another day, as the 
condition of her coining toGrignan: 1 readily acqui¬ 
esced, certain that this arrangement woulii be agreeable 
to you; so I shall not leave this place till Friday morn¬ 
ing : we shall sleep at Valence. I have good sailors, at 

s 

* Theresa Adh^ar dc Monteuil, countess de Roehebonne, sister to 
M. de Griguan. 

-f- M. de Chateauneuf, canon, count, and chamarier (or cliamljerbin) 
<d' the church of St, John of Lyons; brother to the late count de 
UoL-lu'ljoniip, eotnniandant for the king in the L)onnois. 

1 M. du Guu'liagnob, father to madanic de Coulanges. 
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Ifnst, I (IfSirtMl not to have yours vi ho are gn at tviia\ r**. 
they reeelve charges aUout me as if I were n jji iiuess. 
Saturday, about one o’clock in tiie afternoon J sliall be 
at Robinet*, at least, as the chamberlain leiH n»e. If 
you leave me there, there J *:hall ‘•tay. I shall not men¬ 
tion a word of my excessive joy. Our dear a!)be is 
well; it is to him that all our compliments ate due. 
La Mousse is still alive. We ni^li to l)e ni'h voii cvciv 
moment, and my lieait flutters ulien 1 think of it. 

My equipage caim* tlms f;ir without accident or in¬ 
convenience, but yesterday I had the misfortune to lose 
one of my horses, which wa.s drowned at the watering- 
place. 1 h;ne now only five, so that I am afraid 1 .shall 
disgrace you ; but it is nut my fault. 1 have had a 
great many cotnplimcnt>5 of condolence uj)on my loss, 
but 1 support it with heroi.sin. !Mad.une dc Coulangcs 
advises me by all means to stay and spend my summer 
here; she says it is ridiculous to think of going farther, 
and so would have rue content myself with sending you 
my compliments. 1 wi.sh you could hear her when she 
is saying nil this. She will certainly come and see ns, 
if it i.s only to raise your spirits. Adieu, my dearest 
child ; your little girl is very well; she is at Paris, taken 
great care of, and more, visited and attended than 1 am: 
it was a good thought of mine to leave her thcr^ I love 
her dearly. But here comes madame de Roclicbonne! 
1 kiss her, and think I am kissing her brother f; lor 
which rea.son, 1 shall send him no remembrance this 
J^e. Oh, what a pleasure it is to he upon the road to 
^ou, my dear countess! 

* A hindiiig-placc about lu'o le.igiies (li.'-tuot from Gil^naii. 

. f M. dc Gxigoau. 
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TO THE SAME. 

From MiUbcillcs^ Wednesday, —— 1673. 

1 ^iT Jown to write to you, niy dear, after having had 
a' riMt iVum the intcn(!ant'<^ iady, and a very beautiful 
harangue, 1 am now expecting a presen*, and the pre- 
.sciit cxpc'cts niy pistole. I am (‘iichanted with the sin¬ 
gular beauty of this place. Yesterday was a heavenly 
tlay; and th«* spot * from whence I had a view of the 
sea. the hastides, the hills, nrxl the town irstdf, surpass 
every thing I have ever seen, but what deitghts me 
niore thati all the rest, is niadunte de iMontfurunf: she 
IS really a charming woman, and it is impossible not to 
love her. A crowd of chtval.ers came here to receive 
M. de G'rignan j; at his arrival; names that were known, 
and names that were unknown; knights-errant, long 
swords, smart cocked hats, a spice of war, of romance, 
of embarkations, disembarkations, adventures, chains, 
slavery, captivity, and captives; all this, to one of so 
romantic a turn as 1 am, is inexpressibly delightful. 
M. de Marseilles paid us a visit yesterday evening, and 
to-day we are to dine with him. 1 tell you the ufTair 
is as good as done, 'i'tie weather is so very bad at pre¬ 
sent, it maki s me dull: we can see neither the sea, the 
galleys, nor the harbour. VV'ith all due respect to Aix, 
Maiacillcs is a very charming town, and more populous 

■ 

* This Is, in tlu- lanpiai^e of the country, called La Vi^ta, and 
>5 itiln ,ii;d i'lr i!\e luaiits of its prospect. 

f- Mars (!< P mc'oz (!c Hi -r, wif'- of L<'-une dc Valbellc, marquis 
i\'' M')n»fi,roi), .n'jJ firsf cousio in M. d*' firicinn. 

: M. •Ic (.'••ffnari hnil come tlius far to meet his mother-in-law, and 
'<'nda<.t her to Grij^nan. 
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than Paris: it has, at least, a hundred thousand inha< 
bitants; how many beauties there are 1 cannot pretend 
to tell, for 1 have neither time nor leisure fur the cal¬ 
culation. The air in general is thick, so that^ u))on the 
whole, I had rather be with you. No place can please 
without you; and Provence surely less than any other. 
Thank God that you |)o.sscss more courage than I do; 
but do not despise me for rny weakness, nor laugh at 
my chains. 


LETriLR CCXXXI. 

TO 'HIE S/VMi::. 

Marsfille?!, Tluirsday, i 

The devil is certainly let loose in this town; such 
dreadful weather was never know'n in the memory of 
man! I wonder more than ever at the manners of 
some people, who are so ostentatiously civil ^and oblig¬ 
ing in all outw'ard things, and yet refuse me what I have 
most at heart: this is embracing while they strike a 
dagger into the breast. They thought to dazzle my 
senses; but in the midst of my civilities, I show them 
that I can see, and 1 believe they would laugh as 
heartily at the farce as myself, if they dared do^ it: it 
is all nia 5 (]uerade. We dined yesterday with M. dc 
Marseilles, and a very good entertainment we had. He 
took me in the aftehioon to pay the necessary visits, 
and left me here at night. The governor gave us some 
good music: after which we had some humorous masks, 
among whom was a very pretty little (^reek girt. Your 
iiusband .surveyed her-, ^^h! my dear, he is a 
rogue: ifyoux\ereat all disposed to resentment, vou 
^ mould never look on him again. There is a chevaiiM 
doMeme, who in my opinion dances delightfully; he 
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MADAMS |l#'8EV10|r£ 

was in the character of a Turk, and it is said he doet 
not liate i)ie pretty Gretk. I think with you, that Be- 
toiiias IS very like Lauzun, and madame de Moiitfaron 
like inad^ne d’Armagnac, and raadenioiselte de Peuncs 
like the liitc mademoiselle de Cosse. We are alwavi 

■r 

talking of Paris, and of our friends there, with every 
body who knows it. If there should be an hour of 
sunshinr presently, M. de Marseilles is to take me to 
gn|)e about. So niurh for Marseilles and your absence; 
in the ineannhile 1 cannot help putting my hand to my 
head. I.a Santa Cruz* is liaiidsonie, fresh-coloured, 
gay, and uiiailected; there is nothing false nor bor<- 
rowed in her appearance. I desire you w’ill think in 
time of paying her your compliments, not ^ulg^tting to 
praise her rigadoon, in which she excels. Farewell, 
my lovely child: the retlection of not seeing you dance 
among us, absolutely spoils every thing of llic kind, 
to me. 


LETTER CCXXXII. 

I 

TO THE SAME. 

Marseilles, Tlnifsday night, at l li o'chxk. 

I WROTE to you this morning, my dear. I now proceed 
to give you an account how 1 have passed my time 
<«iiicp. I went to mass at the church of St. Victor with 
the bishop t; from thence we went On board the Healed 
saw the exercise there, the flags flying, heard the ^ns 
fired off, and saw feats of activity performed by a Turk; 
then we dined; and after dinner away went the bishop 


* N. de Galdans, marchionr'ss de Forbin Saintc Croix, 
-f- Of -Marseille's. 

Thu adnoiral-gallpy, so called. 
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and I, cheek by jowl, to «ee the citadel, and the pro¬ 
spect from thence; then ue visited the arsenal, and sn\^ 
all the magMines, and the hospital; then we waikt^d 
round the harbour; and afterwards returned *.o supper 
at the prelate's, where we had all kinds of n>usic. We 
bad a conversation together, in which 1 said all 1 thought 
proper, and m itbout any rudeness, incivility, or anger. 
'1 <Vipresented to him, coolly and di.spassionatcly, the 
tnonstrousness of his proceedings: I tfdd him ho\\ much 
more agreeable to me it would have been, h.id he given 
me a real proof of his friendship at Lanibesc, instead ut* 
loading me with ceremonies and entertainments here at 
Marseilles, wh>cli he must be sensible could only amuse 
the public. He seemed a good deal confused ; and, in 
fact, the more distant the thing becomes, the more he 
tees it in its true light. There can be no excuse for 
not obliging me in such a trifle, when he himself, had 
he half the least regard for might have found a 
thousand reasons for it, to one objection against it. 1 
repeated to him how plainly he discovered his dislike to 
us on that occasion: for, said 1, the pretext wa« so 
poor, that it was easy to sec through it. At last we 
parted: but be assured of this, that had we been the 
best IHends in the worid, he couUl not have done me 
mme honours at th|,e place. To-morrow at five o’clov k 
we shall set out $ and^so I take my leave of you fur the 
present, my dear. I have received your kater, and read 
all the afiectionate, expressions it contains with senti¬ 
ments that cannot be expressed. 







LI TTKli qgXXXm. 

rRQM ^DASIB DE SEVIOhI ¥o'lkApAMB|5 ORIGMAl^.' 

Lambetc, Ttnit^jjjpnttdng^ lOo'dod^ ictT't* 
WHF!f we reckon without Providence, Wc uiotfc fHqaenI* 
ly reckon twice. 1 wai dreited Item hebd hjf 

eight o’clock ; I had drank my coffee, iMfiMl Msifb 
taken leave of every body, the moles were leaded»£kiiiid* 
the tinkling of their bells gave me aotfice that it wm 
time to mount my litter; my room was ftill of peoploi 
entreating me not to think of setting out on acconnt of 
the heavy ram which had fallen incessantly for several 
days, and was then pouring more violently than dker; 
but 1 resisted ail their arguments, reROlvif%foabide hgr 
tiio promise I made you in my letter of yettei^y, of 
I <Mng with you by Thursday at farthest: dt that very 
instant, in came M. de Grignan in h» gighl^wii and 
slippers, and talked to me very gravely of tba rashness 
of such an undertaking, saying tl^t the muleteer would 
i*ut be able to follow the litter; that my mules would 
tall into some ditch on the road ; that my people would 
be so wet and fatigued, that they dNwld not be able te 
lend me assistance; so that 1- ul^ged' my mind hpa * 
moment, and yielded^ h<# «emonstfan(p|p'^Ma# 
iiuw, my dear child, the trunks are brought bjfe, the 
mules are unharnessed^ the/ootiid||^iKl nlakliUbUidsy- 
iiig themselves by the fire, for they were wet dSMlA 
III only croshing tlie court-yard| and I dispatch yuo> 
this messenger, knowing your goodness will make you 
uneasy, and wishing to k>'<in my own uneasiness, be* 
mg \er> anxious about \oui h^nlth; for this man will 
either bring me word lien, or meet me on the road 
In short, my dear, he will be with you at Grignan on 

AOL. II. 
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Thuisday instead of mo; and I shdl •wt out the first 
momont It ptoases God and M de Gngnan, uho m be- 
, come obfoluto'imator of iiio« and well knows my rea¬ 
sons ftr wiskillg so mndi to be at Grigoan. ^ Should 
be glad if thtSbflSur eould be kept^a secret from M. dr 
la Garden for he f iMst tfnnierctful pleasure in 

findiing^ieory ihil^ timi as lio j^sretold ; but let him 
Me cate/ and not giw vam opoa this pretended gift of 
ptMety. 

Moo, Oiy dearestobild; do not espect me; I will 
eeme and Surprise yoo» Mievo me, it is much against 
my will Ikai I am d^ined prisoner at Lambesc: but 
who could foresee sm drossUul rains as hare not been 
known in Proreace for the last ceiftury ? 


LETTER CCXXXIV. 

MOM MAOA^E OB COtfLAMdaS r6 MAAOME OB sivieMr 

hjemt, August 1^ 1S7S. 

1 «AV|t veoerNsd yonr tM letteii!» my lorely friend, and 
iotttfn you a ihonsaaEthanhs for thmkmg of me in the 
place wbere yottat^ breatber is dreadfully hot; 
I haiva no hope bm ft$ai^^ytoleiice*. 1 long to be at 
Xkignan; aftw l|iis it will be out of tfap ques- 

t|oii^''io yoM may da||l(V^ is I Ml r aaa » E1 am 
ahre. 

The poor Villerol daily regrets his mis- 

foHsme in not bavbig saen yon. We have the violins 
oveiy even^ in IMfo ^Clbnr f. lam seldom there, be- 
^ mg obliged to be a good deal with my mother. \ou 
most know 1 discbaige my duty to a miracle, in the 


• yAgre«tb1j to the praveib, ** Whatever u violent sddom lasts long.*’ 
f A public place in the ci^ of Lyons. 
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hope of ^cuinu. to Gngnaii: tluR idea put^ mu in good 
hunioui. But we have had stiauge ailerationa here. 
Di) you rcmembei th€ figiMp i||adaii|$ Solus made while« 
you wdi^ here i $ha hut i9h|^«dc»ttly'^kcn a ftnicy 
to madame Carle. The latter^ had her vieira 

in encouraging my I belie\e a syt- 

labte of the it b l!he tellr el Lyoiia«- 

In short, it hue cemenol^ ftmt medtine^Ceihi wHh 
whom the man|ui8 is in leve. IkRdame Soihs ^ in de« 
spair; but she had rather see the mar<|tiis» IkiUdlai as 
he^ IS, then noa tee hhn. at aU: 19 Chht it is thought 
there b no danger of her throwing hiflihlf into a con- 
veaC What think you of iftlb i|lw| f deal it not carry 
an air al noeel|y wnch it f 

Adieu, my dearest friend,' 1 forgOI to tell you, that 
the mar^ub de Villeroi intendt to viiit Oif|niia srith 
your friend the count de Roefieboilne. > I i^hlttramely 
bilged to you fr»r wj^iJ9igmiat«|thr Jbm: there are few 
tilings I more eafn!fit)jr 4 ib^tii"e|i castle as 

seoD as pos^le. My y a tiBU fe* umfihr, stiU con* 
tinnes; I hope the heal H puwt be great 

indeed to prevent my aettiili|( o^ 1%e rapidity Uf the 
Rhone aeeords witb t i Mi einbraeing yon | 

and so, my dear friend, ^ fuMog to 

yonfri pemon idl'thh dbfrjffl||p|by Yen have 

prombdd not i^L 8ip elbfr tuun frm me 

(aide *; and that b eneu^ ihf f» ifreid yen 

wiH use our pmofm fHt yoi||Nifiip htre always 
appeared toine saincwhatdi fflgaM 
You know b has been repli|Mid^*Atfii 1 a that she and 
Vardes met: guest id what place. 


• Begoae, begone, yoaanhUeoati 







LETTER CCXXXV. 

I the SAlfo TO T«B IAMB. 

Ll^s, Sept. 11,1679. 

1 am r^toed, my dear iv||fid, t0 fio^ that 1 hafe rea- 
Mh to believe you rOgrdt my absence'; and what con¬ 
firms the belief to me, as the uneasiness I feel at being 
no longer with you *. I have made^our compliments 
to the ciiarm^t, which he received very properly. 1 
am satisfied with him. Pray send Corbinelli to me; his 
apaitment is quite ready, and 1 expect him with ap^im- 
paticnce that claims this little journey of him : all our 
beauties too oxptOI him, and will not set out for the 
country till comes. If he abuses my credulity, and 
all this turns out to he a mere project, 1 shall break 
ith h$in for ever,^ Adieu, my dear friend; I have a 
little business wHh'the conntess’dd Qrignan. 


, TO llAnkyB Dk CRIONAN. 

1 HAVE no longur any taste for working, madame ; it is 
only at Grignan that 1 dm wUtk. The charmer and 1, 
indeed, began g U^rk in which you had 

a conid*i^^i^i* ynu were here, 

you would find me a gmt whrkwoi&an at present. I 
li^ fancied thtt cjMftiMns to send you some patterns; 
but report says, you wm work from patterns your- 
and that thdR you gfine are inimitable. Adieu, 

* Madame dr ( mil ingrs had roadc ejournr^ to Grignan to scl nia- 
damr dr and her daughter, and this letter appears to be nrittm 

after her letum. 

f Ihis was a name given to Pram is dc Nciuillc, marquu, afterward* 
duke, ds'ViUcroi, petr and marshal of kraiice. 
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dear niadain; 16nd irtei^y easy to divest myself oT all 
form when I wiite to y^ ^ 

Ll^fTER OOdeXVt 

PROM MADAfiia DB COUBANd^TO M \DAMB ^ siviCldL 

L^roiui, October iB^a* 

I AM very undasy about you, my cbarmtjqg firtand; 
will you nevercdTstrange n^on of your be¬ 
ing BO robust? Surely it was not a tmis to ibmk bo 
after having just been bkd» I «m impa^nt to luai 
from youj and yet u v^ili be t0Bg before 1 can have that 
satisfaction, Alas! this is a fkieiveUJgtter, my deaiest 
friend j I am going to take a journe^ that carry me 
moie than B hundred leagues f^Ko^oo! what i 
^ince the day has been fiBdd for my departure for Phris, 
I am almost dufkracted to think of niil'tt leave 

b( Iliad me: I leave tny famd^r, my pOor^licted fa¬ 
mily; and yet I must set DUt dMUSamts* day for 
Bagiiolib from tlicnce to iod then vo^ue (a 

gaUre, happen w hat will. ^ * 

Are you ilbt chai mod with the ^teienl the king ba.s 
mad4 M. de Marsillac’^^ Aro ypu net delighted with 
the lOfetpr he j^rrute to him? Jfili'now in the 'JOih book 
of ArioBto, and am in.ImptmS irith it. Let me tell 
you, without intending to sbusnypot credulity, that il 
1 were received injp your pai^ at Orignan, could 
much better dispeitee with Vtij/k and ite diversions, than 
in P. 1 I IS 1 can dispense with you But, my true friendj 
I niu&t bid you adieu 1 shall keep ilu. (Itanner for ths 
t 111 couiiUss. 

( oiiu , lay dear confidant |, come lather, and let me 

* 

* 0( 1 'll ol tiii-nitolfr of tile Hdidrobe 
llii aJ . L Vl Corbiutlli. 
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tike my leave pf jFoa: I'^cauliei^ be Itappy that I did 
not see you; it k of l|Ule ovgflrtp itiect Ofr the pam it 
would have given itte to ^piH wHh you again: 1 had 
father 1t<ve undergone mt* than tile veinit!^! of not 
having hod an of oontdnetftg you of my 

aentiments towaun you* 1 am delighted with M. de 
d^IgnaA's talent for ; Ibis Ibletit is necess y 

to ^present probability'. Adieu, my dear sir; though 
you ptomifi to be my cenfidant* 1 grieve that I am not 
worthy to accapi yeMf and take yonr 

dentil at Pari£^ Ameth 117 adieu, my lady 

countesi^t* id|B0# Mt Corhinelli; I have the |deaiiiri 
ol bemg wilh^n In hmHiiiition, however dtivtaAllIlm 
you in reality ; hd!, nlae! 1 feel lively suitoW^et the 
ecrteifity ol iu>t Snding eithpr of youyrhere I ain going. 

i vrtll lu^mic td ten you, t||jt I am so midi {Neas^ 
with the a^acy till beatnwed on Ihe Mdju. 

tor, that I ufMdvil nokiecnnildinci^n^ me upon 

the occaaimf^ 


mrm osxxxvu. 


nojn tnk SiflE TO THE SANE. 

Plin»,|leonn^t OS, 

*1 HE Siege ot vnan^a^m ralt^l; 1 iha^l not 
inform ^ of the jp^iff Hars of tbia flIBiir, as I know 
giademoiselle do ISwmpa sent nipdatlb de Qngnan a 
iidl aceoont Of It htlPbt yet known what rodte his 
iMyesty will take; eoihe 3ay he will return directly to 
l|t. Oottnaio, others that he will go into Flanders, we 
fiidll soon, lioue\ei, be intorined of his march 1 cau 

i * MsihttUi Ue Sevi,,;!)^ 

*(• Tlw pni «.e It OuiUjC uu obligeci tu itu$e the siege of Charkri 
the > 
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affirm* vlth-Ucutfct, tbe fint mteltigenccj 

for tb« isio^im M.foT6Uter*«*» where I 

npend the greatest he ts mJnposed* 

aiid aeei-V fo takei|^a9iire'^ mi with him^ 


this it suftmeii^ 
on him, „ _ 


attendoQOh 


I cannot eonceti^ t^^tlMpcidenl yon UNied vL 
cemng M. da Cenlanget^t K%r« in nhi^h 1 had'af 


^ ^ awda 

closed nne frodi^yaelf^ The loss indred it gratif, 
but yet 1 fl&tteriftmtf y^,q|gr^jBltirf i|/becal£m l'4o¥a 
ycnip my dearth 1 kliiMir ^ ^arh not an^ 


eaten 
maUh ai pre- 


gritefnl. 

I htm tNmi at mass al ^ d|d§^ 

sappernftarwaids. I am mattcnMAni^ __ _ 

se^ os tp a malth foi you t htlapaul^supie elshgi 
in onmpaiigr with Ui^ayaate; |||<ii 

e<twlt||4»e^^ and tba^oiitik es to boar foe# 

Mada^ de w^^licr 

to-nighi at m9£m{| rresm^ 'htafiter is in greal 
esteem at cemrt; nadbiM of bonsa^^^Wsses m die 
stale without her harlnft'ihnrfllh bfe madame 

Scarroiiiea^s surprisasXfesy ol^ *n§ a brentuu with* 
out apoeptiKplL has any^ inforconiia wjth l^i. 1 Ium re- 
cmjpda leCfor jErem her, cautious ol mm* 

lb foat I should ioytini ot impertincut 

questions upon, gie^. 

I I ■ _ ________A 


IS held every even^ at the 
camp and his Uroj^tefqpre 


of the beau monde 
d^rstre^*. Maul- 
Odfitpaay. Me- 


dame de Senneleri#seinitiiii&olns tba^it;^«but al¬ 
ways hke4he figure of Aoiftmaci|f’i'hei grief m 
come troublesome; I cannot fatlp thinking she Jikel It 
better than she did her tiusband this reason ought pbf- 


* Madame de Coulan^es w ts mta tu M l<> THIieff «litf eaS afoSl 
»arH^ chancellor oi I ranee. 
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baps to make jker nl^jflioitt'bat 1 believe ber 

to be in«arne>t^^94 ihercfora^^g^ her. Tbe deuphin’o 
gendarmes are tni^ Iba prince; it is to be 

boped they u lU iio^ ba" jittt into winter quavers, and 
that they wid me | little time to etfaogc their aftairs: 
I know some pencil who are overWbeliiied with them. 

I must take iqy lebiebf yon, my dearest^ to pro- 
ptUrc for the important pccasion of the night. 1 assure 
you we must be very atten^e^to our^dress when we 
Slip with mndamo du I'r^esqpk Permit me to make my 
conipUinents^Vpjinadafi)ede,^^;ban^ it should be uiy 
iuve, t)ut yob will not suffer that. 

The pvifioai^^.Harcoitjf^bas appeared at court with¬ 
out rougCj, fr^ ptpw devotion: this \b a novelty W‘hich 
qdacys every Othiff, and it may be called a great sacri- 
fic«^ * is delighted at |t» lie adores ywt, my 

fiienij poviot find f|uh with bim*.tberefore, for con- 
surfnd^ ilte plc^rgj^ou enjoy wij^otxt him: it is jealoosy 
. that leads it> but you wlU nol^havg jealousy ex¬ 

cept from iIBIr of whom y9P can be Jealous: pity poor 
Brancas. • 


LKTTER CCXXXVIIL 

FROM MADAMS DB LAffil^gppeB TO MADAUE DB SEVIQIIE. 

*'P«ri9» Drcfmker 30, lers. 

1 MAVL seen your lo£g latter to d'HacquevilIe; 1 per- 
fectl> understand all yoi;^ say respecting the bishop f. 
ii>am cooviiKid he is in fault, since you cotupUm of 

Langlade, and ha\e a 


^ ( hirlts (I Jlrancu, fui or ot dio jirisreas d Harcoun, atid km^ht 
iKMir oi quion Anil < tu^iiu. 
jgTMArs* Us 


gUSNi 
^ Ij 





The 
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charge of it: 


kore, beg tlie 
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greet mfidKtae*44hHeaitis see it too, for <$hc 
i$ Teryw||luch'^|jlyglhi^^^ faVoilr 'of tiie biahO| 
Proven^ala, you kflloW’» me'strange )|ieupio. 

1 sen^ yon a pejl^ tbrimty 
will not easily geeil'liow 1 
It comes from tj|i#eer1 of l|i;indei9aiH|'tbe ator 

bassador; be has mrttten to^er seiilml but hmr* 
mg received no answer* *is Apptehensive^bat his tetteis 
are intercepted; and jltft^de la Roclieijracaulli^ wl^om he 
frequently visits, has token i^pon^in the conveyaOt c 
of Ifhe packet in ^e«(tdn^l ip ' 
favoor ol you, as you are nQ 
by some person you caft tnuih ^ ^ 

write to lady Nurthuiuherlaiad, desi||Miler*to_vn 
you whether she l|^ received a safe, «htn 
letter in reply to the^imckct to ^onf eer^^ 
lord IVIpiita^s joatlHey has npt s^ec^ed ji^^tAlNibecild 
have wished, so that he will procepj^d^^iy, tef ihow 
Uie wnrid that^l<uj|i; Northufn&dHan4^ 
not the only motives4hat^acfid him tp^Savel. Pray 
let us know what yni) (i^iroeir^^ tl# aihdr, and how 
you think it will ^nd. 

tA,Maraos is fallen into a state of devotion, peni* 
teiiee, and meakoess of spi^t, 4hat issdmust tnconceiv- 
able: her sister, though iimN||Mfcb./attaclied to her, i« 
surprised and charmed at it. £er person is so altered, 
you would scarcely recognise hmii^ihc looks ft if stie 
were sixty years of age. She vrtft ve^ry angry with her 
sibU’i lor having told toe what said to ner ufadm H. 
lie Lpiigu^ile’s child, and complained of me for hav* 
iiir' made it public; but liet complaints were so gentkd 
t(i ii Monialais was cmbairasscd both fur herself and for 
niL; and to excuse me in some way, she told her that 
I u \s ac(]uainted with the strange opinion she had gg* 
• utiiiicd of m\ being in love with M. dc Longueulle. 



900 


mmtm m 


l.a Maraiis replied*my jMlyj tktt if I v«fe iMlIyAC- 
f]uainted with it, itie’ms aurprietd 1 M not «iid anich 
more, and that sNb* thought 1 had the moat reason to 
complain. Mitedt de Grignan wee mentioned; she 
said a great MP^thi^ionae tfaingtof her, and without 
the leaat aOhotatfllK She no longer sofien any one to 
come near ir Ood confirms thia happy disposition 
in her, it adtl be one of the grehteat miracles 1 have 
ever seen* 

I went yesterday^ the Palais Royal with mademoi* 
M‘llc de Mona^ 461 ^ a dreadful cold. 1 

shed many teiijLof real sorrow to the memory of Ma* 
dame'^^ l^mKreatly aorprised at the wit of the pre* 
ien|, onef; much for the sprightliness of her 

httaShUfjjM for tile good sense. She was rallying the 
ndteulo^ i^jflKhict of M. de Afeel^elbourg• in being in 
Pariantln^ Wt<me%s this; and 1 assure you no one 
could have e^^tessed what she said better than she did. 
Sbo ik veryMjlitinate and determined, and is certainly 
a poison of discemnient, for she cannot bear modemoi* 
seile de Gourdoit. MoMliear paid me all the attentions 
possible just under the nose of madam? de Oerem- 
'battlt(; iiowever, I wm kept in counttnance by La 
FieiiBe« who mortally hpteS. her, and whom 1 bad in¬ 
vited to dme with m? I|g||4^ya before. It » generally 
believed that the counties do Plessis § is going to be 
married to yming Oarembaitft 

a Henrietts-amw ef Cngluid, who tlird June as, i6;o. 

f Bfrdbetli ChatlflMe, tirinsen }Mhiin« of the Rliini, hIk Mun- 
OgBr, Aidy brother to Lewis XIV., toi>k fur his set ‘iid wife the s.st uf 
Hrinaiber, iCji. 

^ Govcnirss to ttie dutdicn of Monsieur. 

I Mar]f-Loui«a le Loup de Helleiu\e, rilict uf Akuindcr de C lioi- 
couat du i*lcsBU, luarned » secv>nd time ii> Rem Cii urd* Puv- 
ppeeu. unrquis Iff Clenoibuult, aud hist gtiiUcioeu of the Luikt lo 
Imiduchess ut Oiksos. 



• » 

M% dfi it RoebefoMuifc senii > tHout>.uiri ocnn- 
pli^entli# H« ha» iMfiltft home these foui ur five days, 
havin/ the gout ia mtiwmire* 1 told madanie du 
Plessib that you un^ woadert her son. Adieu* 
my sweet friend; you know how^Jthit||^*t'loTe you. 

LffTTBR CCXXXIX. 

raOM M. DE LA EOCH^rOVeAULT TO MAUAMC DE tlUviOKi. 

1 • > 

^ fWlif ^ebraATy 9* 

You cannot conceive tK» pleasure you gave mi by 
the most entertaining letter that was Written: it 
has been read with all the admiration j^u ^uld de* 
hire. I shall 6 iid it a diflkult task to Ecqtlh!^ myself so 
well of the obligation | however* I will do my endea¬ 
vour* but without |^^ 4 ope of Mcc 4 »tj| 0 g* 4 y nny 
charfcs with remet t 0 your hifaltk fa ||j |tou are yo lbr« 
tuiiate as to signd ip no need of my preOBr^ons. 

The countess de )a Fayette is gone tb^ morniiw to 
St. Germain* to thi^ the fur^O pUflMOii of 
hundred clowns that be has grtfWed her on,an abi^s 
and which in lime will be worti^m thousand to he^j 
It is upon a man who has the^do^s pension on tha siSbSy 
of Fayette* so that they ^^pit for the present; but 
upon the death of the formev^rilip pension icmaiim pn 
his abbey: his msyesty accompanM this gifk with so, 
many kind expressions* that it gives^us reason to thitllE 
he intends to confer still greater favours pn hev^ If 1 
am tTie'fm^to acquaint you wr^ this fnece of nd#s* I 
iliiiiii I have hilf repaid M. de Coo 1 anges *8 letter; buy 
ho can repay us for the weary moments we pass io 
\our absence? The loss is so great to me, that no- « 
but your piesence can make up for it: butiyron^ 
are not ^ery ready at paying such debts. These are not 
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the first I have loet by y^u; and being aft 
exposes me the mara^.to these bankroptciat. Tbe ^air 
between the chefatier de and M. de Rohan 

bia terminated happily; the king gate them credit for 
their intantioipj^jMidil^ere ia no room for any one to be 
oflfendedt Tba retuintd. The pnnee is to fol¬ 

low ill two or tbi'ce^ays. Wt live in hiipes of peace ; 
baty alas! you donol'roturn, and is enough to de¬ 
stroy all hop(. 

Notwithstanding what yon te)l ma* of madame do 
tirignany I cannot believe tbe often Utinka of me. 1 
returd bar, or you, however, Oiy most humble thanks, 
tor wbai ]^ou lib pleased to say to me tiom her. My 
mother ^ become a. perfect miiror of devotion; she has 
composed %'jiyaiA for her encaiie|y in which the quetn 
of Provence f ia not forgotten. Bfobrace the alibe I for 


me; ieli hlip t^at,^xt to tha.'mjprqais of Villeroi, 1 
ti^ any m the go^ giac^ of M, de 

r ^Iryou hate any news of our poor Corbinelli, 1 
4||i|oh you to let me kno^ it 1 thinking to strike 
w% the epithet, but 1 limm, to tlie ^rtial shame of oui 
jefonde, that be has but too good a title to it. 


FttOM MADASHIflMI LA FAl’ETFE. 

'|^is1[eUc3!> my frielld, will inform you of all 1 had to 
tell you, I am qidti well after my trip to -Sami Gei - 
^inaitL I saw yoOr son, and treated him as well as if he 
had bo|!ii owh^: he b very handsome. Adieu." 

> 

* MaJune dc Marara, whom M. de la Rochifouc^uU ulwajs iJnJ 
hU mofhrr. 

< f Madame de Grignsa, whom madame de Mamns hated. 

X De tSpuUngr*. 
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LETTER CCXL.. 

rnOM llih>AME PE GOVLANOBS TO MAPAUB pE SEV1CH& 

•' 

Part*, ti^hamxj 94,1673. 

I.« you were in a jilace wiicre I could im{>art all my 
vexations to you, my dear and chlrming Friend, lam 
persuaded they would be at an end. When I reflect, 
that tl)c return of madamede GKgnaii depends entirely 
on p( '<i(‘i', as your return de|^nds on her, can 1 do pther- 
wiSL* tii.ui loo!:' for this happy eviMit? ^^jp^untTot pass¬ 
ed tii<‘ artenioon here; \\v talkiil inuim of yoti i he 
remeaiiu’is all he has i voi hrarcl you* say j judge 
then, it' his memory does not leii itr hiiu'an excellent 
companion. ,\. 

1 no longer thmlf, my dear, of leavt|||t St. Oermaio. 
1 met One of the ladies of honour* th^Wi for,W||te.l 
have a great afleclion, and who bcliaves iii the'Knlieiil” 
manner to me. I seldom see ilie queen : I sle^i at Wr 
dame do ^Fresnoi’i^n a delightful apartment ; ivliiiili 
iletennincs 106 '* td'make frequent excursions thl^er. 
Our poor fritends are gone again, that is, M/deMft 
Trousse f, who has been ord^ed, with Vaubuir, into 
Fianchc Comte, 011 the ktdg^:|tayjAg received news of 
an insurrection there. Ho has aj^^irfted th^ to tbe 
command, being unwilling to 8U0enil^^ Samaras to send 
troops through I: is dominions. La not e^ily 

rccoi^cijed to the honour colderred ,oit bim,'*^Ou^ 
doubtless it'is one that could not faif'of being agreeable 
to a person less wearied with travelling than he is- The 

* Madame de lUcbeKeu. 
f Capuiii in the dattphiii*s qrrMl’armes. 





pruidoii * continues with at. I took him with ms^tlMtother 
day, to dine with ouMlame de iiichelitiii: beiia almost 
as much beloved Jiy«?sry one as by me. Wfihridaie*’|- 
is a charming piece: it aflect# you to tears,^and calls 
forth contitihtd admiratioa; you see it twenty time^ 
and like It better the twentieth un.e than yon dnJ the 
first, Puichena di»t t nc‘ • <.>1 the same su< cess. 

Ourfii^nd Brancas twi' • I'vcr, and a deiluxion on 
the breast; 1 shall &et. i. ui l< -morrow. I have not seen 
5’our cardinal J } et, though I have always wished to do 
It; but something or o her ha** t ontiiiuklly happi n<’d to 
picvent me. The ni.ii<j i** de \ ilh'm. is so much in 
love, that he SOes i)i.>\ ^ • other peop e’s e\ t s; never 

surely was bliiidnt“'S i , 1 to his; evoiy b(‘d\ pities 

him: in shorty he i*« i n' ' tl'i ihnTwtd than the chuttuer. 
He sets no value upon t)i-> ioitune<t but his fan oiie^et.s 
some value upon Caderou-*se, and upon one mojiey and 
soon to two, three, four, &c. This is absolute trutli; 
yott lmow'Ji atih 11 scandal. I embrace madame dc 
Grignanj I heartily wish she w^e safely brought to 
and as heartily wish she would never be with child 
again: and, lastly, that she would^jcome bithtr, and 
pot every one out of coontenaiice that is now the object 
of admimtion. 

My ever dear friend, ^ yonr litt^ heart § is 

very well; it is very ; it has had its hair cut, and 
is drest vety prettily^ 

I 

a H de whowtt gaidoD, or comet, in the dtsphin’s gen- 

d'ariiiM», ^ 

A vSgfdy of iUelar, which wm repMsentei) for the (list time in 

Jemmry, m?.**. 

J IleReiz. 

§ A oftv (> ^nven by aedame de Singti to bw huk graod-ddoghter, 
who wiu boro iLe l^thof Nweiuber, 



WADAltB StSl 

MtdttM Scanoti never appeara now; I am exlramely 
sorrjr fi>r it| Kar I have no one hera this year tbai 1 lova. 
The abb^ Tfttu and 1 are compelled to love one another. 
Mademoiaplle dreamt you were very ill, and awoke cry** 
mg ’j she desires me to tell you so. 


LETTKIl (( XU. 

FROM MADAME OE lA FAYfilTB TQ MADAME DB siviONl. 

i 

IW»> Fehrawy S7* 1679* 

M. or Bayard, and M. de la Fayette, are this moment 
arnved ; so, my dear fritmtl, 1 have only time tn say 
two words to you about your son: he is just gone from 
hence, and desired me at parting to let you know his 
reasons for wanting a supply of cash. Hiey are so very 
good, that 1 need not^ take much time tp explain them 
to you at large. In a word, you see wbaltexpensu ypu 
are to ex{)ect from*m campaign that is iikdly never to 
ha\ean end. Every creature is in despair, and run* 
nmg to rum, and it if impossible but your son must do 
like the rest; besides, the great love you liave for ma* 
dame de Grignan will not sutler you to neglect her bm* 
ther: but 1 leave the great d'B.actjueyille to tell you 
more on this subject, and bidi^eu for this tmie benrtily 
farewell. 


LETTER CCXUL’ 

FROM MADAME DE COULANOBS TO HApAllE OB sivlOXL 

P&ris, March so, l67S* 

1 WISH your reproaches too much to deserve them; no, « 
ni\ beautv, exaggeration does not bear me away: I 
Uil }uu I love \ou, because 1 fed truly that I do; and 
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my affection ib efeu Btronger than my expressions. 
Wc have, at last, found our tnciui niadame Scarrop, in 
other words, vie know wheie she is; for as to having any 
intercourse with her, that is not tfoite so easy. A < er- 
tain gentleniBn (M. de Coulanges) who visits at the 
house of one of her frieniK, thinks her so ainiabh', and 
such excellent comp 1113 , that he cannot beai to be ab> 
sent from her* She l^ more solicitous about tier old 
friends than cverj and obliges them so freely with all 
the time she has to spare, that they regret she has nut 
more to bestow on them. 1 am certain you think the 
pension of two thousand crowns \ ery model ate; it is 
so; but then the waj^ in wliich it was bestowed, gives 
reason to hope for sotnethiiig better heieafter. The 
king had been looking uver the pension-list, and find¬ 
ing madame Scarroii down for two thousand francs, he 
struck out that sum, and in its room put two thousand 
crov^ns. 

E^iy body imagined we should have peace: but 
tlien the hopes of every body are again destroyed 
by a word that escap^ the king, tliar, peace 01 war, 
he would not letuni to Pans till the month of October. 

0 

1 haye just received a letter from the young guidon 
in which he desires roe f to procure him hia discharge; 
and ^ reasons are so goo)^* tliat I do not doubt 1 shall 
obtain it for him. 1 ha'^ seen an excellent letter oi 
yoarSjtio^i. 4 |_Cuumngea^ it is so replete with good 
sense and that I am persuaded it would 

be a bad e^eHi&ig for any one who should attempt 
to amyrer it. , promised madame dei «>lw*^yette 
yeatenday that Idte should see it: 1 found her t£te-d-t£tc 


• M.aeS«i*igi^ 

<lc Coutuig«s lOQuo-grrman to Lou\uib, the stcr^ti.r) 



M aoaMB^ 23 S 

Mith a personage calleii M. leDoe: they^ regretted }’Our 
departure from Paris, ami wished you back agaki; but, 
alas ! how fruitless are ivishes, and yet we cannot help 
^onllin^ ihAMii. M". de Grignan is not at all rusticated 
by Piovence ; he has a very good air court, but he 
liiKi^ something nantiii^; ut* are of the same opinion, 
and think something u anting to him. 1 have inform¬ 
ed M. de la Trousse of v\ h it you vi lite me of him : if my 
i( tier reach him, be tviil no doubt thank you: I believe 
thi uunderfni secret he possessed of making as great a 
M.on as the richest niiiong us, has faiU I hiinon tins occa- 
biun: he appears to me overwhelmed without resource. 

Madame du Frvsiioi makes such a figure a$ would sur¬ 
prise you: she h.is eclipsed mademoUdlle 'de b ^ ^ • 
without mercy : who hearing the beauty of her rival so 
ani.iaingly cried up, has never shown her fadtfnbrotld. 
She is certainty a very fine and regular beauty, has an 
admirable complexion ; but ilien she Is bashful, tho^h 
she does not like it to appear: she is always laughing, 
but it is With an ill grace. Madame will never want a 
succes'iion of new beauties at her cotnt : the least sha* 
flow of gallantry mak^s her immediaitdy part with tier 
maids of honour* £ fancy those who stay with bar 
think themselves worse oil'than those who leave Iefi;.hcr. 
Mademoiselle de Laval is on the point of leaving her: 
nvad.ime de Kicheiieu desiiei me to make you many 
cumpiimenu in her tiainc. Adieu, my lovely fHoad; 
witii your permisMoii and her own, £ take Ifha^libj^y of 
cmbrjeiiig the countess of Grignan : isahe not birdoght 
ItT bed, yet i Jl. de Coulanges has promhll^ me to send 
you Mitiiridates. 1 am to sit to-day for my picture, 
for .M. de Grignan: for my part, 1 had giKm over all 
tliougbts of such sittings. 

'i'tr charmer’s story is really very pitiable; I know it 



fit 

all; tviiiiotiiing to him: he u th€ only 

one in the lihedd that truly knowk bow to love: he ii 
certainly the nio^t deserving of nien> and his Alrina tha 
■loet unworthy of a omen. 


LETTI H ( ( XLIII. 
raoit run iaml to ms samk. 

Fubf April lOf 107S> 

Ir is now midnight, which it a reason for my not writ¬ 
ing to yon: 1 am vexed to the heart: I had resolred 
to answer sroor delighflnl letter, but was prevented thus. 
M. de la Rochefoucanlt S|tent the w hole day with me: 
I introduced him to madame du Fresnoi^ and he was 
ijliite ohttrmed with her. I atn extremely glad to hear 
madame do Grignan suffers now only from laasitode: 
tb% gneftttnav 1 felt on account of her dwoideo has 
it tha greatest joy to hear of her recovery: it is 
truly barbarous to wish her children. 

But 1 must not forget what happened to me this 
morning c a footman wanted to i|ieak with me from 
madame de Thtanget. What d*}'^ think was his mes- 
aage i ** Madame,*' s^ys he, ** 1 come from madame 
de Ranges, who hogethe favour of yon to send bei 
thejjelter about gmdame do bevignd’s horse, and that 
ahfiiflt ^ Sgeadow." I told him 1 would bring them 
myaelf to^"^ n^iltreSB, end so I got rid ot him. Your 
kfltgreWe tXi fha reptation they nseri^ as you may 
see. They aig ^cirtainly very chwrmmg ;-ainryuu aie 
no less so than your leiters. Adieu, my dearest fritnd: 

t embrace the coumcbs gently, for tear of hurting her. 
[y wishes are stronger than my hopes* that she nuy 


* Tli« lino of & roRwncei 
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Aever be exposed to foTBMtr oceidratt. Tbxlijpg **id 
yestefdayi that he would set out on tho S^ftCb» withoul 
laiK 


letter CCXUV. 

• RU ». MADAMS DE LA FAYfl TE TO MADAMS DE 

Pknif April 16 | 107a* 

L^py Nortbuniherland catlod uptsi mo yoatcrday; t 
hd(l been to we her with madlarae do Coolsiiges. ^o 
fieemt to me to have been a Tcry handsome womaa; 
but tbwe is not a teature of beisfty remaining b^bor 
face* nor the slightest appearance of youth, at which 1 
am greatly eorprised: addio this, that she dresses badly, 
and n ithoot the least taste.' In short, 1 was ndt oik dll 
captivated with her. She seemed to undefttand crtty 
thing thSt was said b her; or rather that f^said to hor; 
fur M. de la Rochelbocault and madame de’^Thiofig^, 
u bo had a gu at desire ID see her, did noiecniBe in till she 
was going. Mofitago ecnt me word he would be with 
us 7 I have talked a great deal to him about bet; he 
hi> declared himself her humble oerfiblti without^ ihe 
least reserve. M. de Chauliiess^out yeeterday, as did 
count Tot; the latter greatly iiiq|rtl|bld at being obliged 
to quit France, i have seen him alotWlt every day 
he has been here : we have had several t^tttVOfhatiMll# 
of which your ladyship was the suhjeotl, 
J>ieinar4cbaledeGfnmmontiaill. ObrdHihMSIinn* 
qo^ilif has b^tt two or three times bMekiwaid mhl for- 
waid, to carry her medicine: he is hi reality a little 
tuo abundant in his attentions. * ' , 

.\dieu, my dear Inend. My blood is so heated, apd 
I am so much out oi sorts with the bustle and noise I 
bd\e bad to encounter, for the last tuo or tiuce days. 
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that ] aiii fierfeolly exhausted 1 long to sec \ c ti, to 
Looi niythiood. Adieu 

LLTILR rrxLV. 


»i{OM inr samp lo lU' s\\ii 

p4r« Ma) m, If 

1 5J1ALL go to-iitoirow to C innhtli 'I his i& the ^ 
journey which 1 began last yi.n, when the ie\er mukI 
me at Pont*Neut *. 1 know not \\ i i tni i <iii\ iliiiig w ill 
happen to hiii(l(.r my coinpli i _ ii iii. W e bhall 
be the same paiiy as^hen uui o ic 

Madame du Plessib was so <.li n 1 with \our letter* 

V 

that she sent it to me ti i my pci tl iShe is set out 
for Britany at I ist. 1 have gtven joui litters to Luig* 
lade, who seimtd highlv {(leased with them, he al- 
^pressts great tor mtdame de Gcignaii. 

Montagn ta going, it i& that he will find all bis 
hopes balOed I have a notion thin is s« met lung 'i 
little wrong tK ibe maid of ibt nyiojih f 

Your aoii is disparately in lore with m ultnioisclle de 
iVnwai. lie wishes only to be as diad as Li Fare. M dt. 
Ig Hovbtfouca|i|t says^ that it would bi his greatest ani- 
bitHpi to (lie toi lose he did not let I; fui you must 
hnow« we^tone ol ua comgkr him made ot*the wood by 
wt^ih^tbe aUOnjg passions aio kindled 1 am (|uite dis 
|^i|sted wf^ lie^Ore^ love, it is beyond all bounds* and 
m^es him a ponfect slave * his mistress ckies not. *etui n 
his senlimeni Isr her m iht slightest degree * bl i vviiit 
to a ball and suppei at LongueiFs the very night lu x t 
off. |Aow U» go to a public enu I ('iinment the nicht i 
lovmdepart^, and for the arn>\ toe appears to nn an 

* V1 1 (wtr ihr ri\(r Semt at Part-. 

“t L. iiuinbLii nJ 
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’iiiparJoiiable critne; X ipay howeter I^,;,pp8takem 
\iJieu 4 niy clear. 


LETTER CCXLVL 

PROM THE same TQ THE SAME. 

Paris, Maj 36* 16" 3. 

1 1 I had not the head>ache, my dear» I would give you 
an account of my journey to ChantlUi, and tell you that 
no place under the sun is equal to it. The weather waa 
not very favourable, indeed, while we were there; but 
then the pleasures of the chase, which we followed in 
our carriages, fully made up for it. We staid there 
nearly a week, and wished you had been with us, not 
so much on accoimt oi' our friendship for you, as from 
knu^Miig how much yon would hare admired and en<* 
joyed the beauties of the place. At my retiftn, I fouild 
two letters from you. I could not get mine finished on 
IViday, nor .shall I he able to finish it to^ayi which 
^ exes me, because it seems so long since 1 had the plea¬ 
sure of chatting with you. ^ 

1 ti answer to your questions, 1 hare to inform yoUp 
that madaine dc Brissac * is still at^he hdtel CJonti, at* 
tended by very few lovers, and ^ose not at all calcu¬ 
lated for making a noise, so t^at sbe \does not st^4 
much in need of St. Ursula’s- clo^e* The first 
dent of Bourdeaux is passionately in love with 
know Ids head is but indifierently fumuhedi^' 
PrcMiiicr and his-childrcn are alra very attff^tive to her. 
I.ord Montagu has not, I think, seen her this trip, for 
*(-dr of displeasing lady Northumberland, who sets oif 
to-day. Montagu ha.>i been gone these two days; 90 


' (idbral-Louka cle Saiot Simon, ducheu of Briuac. 



that, all iMpHidared, tbareseems no reason to doubt 
that they soon be married. Madame de Brissac still 
continues to act the woe-begone, and a0ecta a great ne> 
gligence of her person. The coonless du Piessis went 
' Into waiting as lady of honour only two days before the 
departure of Monsieur; her mother-ui'law* could 
never be brought to consent to it before. She docs not 
elbow madamc de Monaco; I suppose she thinks as 
she ought to do, that the sectmd place about Ma¬ 
dame is certainly good emnigli for the wife of Clerem- 
batdt; which ebe will doubtless be shortly, if she is not 
already. 

M. de la Rocliefbiicault, Morangis, Coolanges^ and f, 
are going to dine at Livri. There is something very 
odd to me in dining at Livri without you. The abbc 
TItu is gone to Fontevraud; I am mistaken, however, 
if it would not have been better for him to have staid 
wKMifi and if this journey will not displease some folks, 
^wbom Ito had better not displease. 

It is said that madame de Montcspan is left at Cour- 
trii. 1 have had the pleasure of a short letter from 
you : if y6u haee not received any from me, it is solely 
on account of the bustle I have been in: I would tell 
you all my fmons if you were here. The duke finds 
very heavy upoi|.bifi hands at Utredit. The wo¬ 
men of that country are hideous. The following st^y 
ii told of him* It seems he was taking liberties one day 
Wtihayoengwoman ef that place, 1 suppose by way of 
asMisiitg liiitisd^ inttns bis freedoms went rather too for, 
shrmd to him, " Upon,my soul, moAseigneur, yoar 
bighneas is pleased tobeinlhm'too insolent." 1 had this 
firem Brioie.' I thougbt you would be as much pleased 

* Cohunbe dr Charron, wife to Ceesw duke of Clwiaeul, peer a* i 
'''dkaiabal of FVancc, and fint Udy ef benoor to Mdunc d'Orieau. 



MAD Aim Ml itrfONK. tst 

wiih it as I was. Jldieo^ my : 1 am 

tnily^ yours. ■ " 


LETTER CCXLVII. 

PROM TRfi SAMS TO THK SAMV. 

Fuis, June 30, i<^a. 

WELL* wellf my dear; what reason is there for all this 
outcry ? 1 desired you to suspend judgement till yon 
came here; and pray what is there so rery terrible in 
these words ? My days are wholly occupied; 1 have 
scarcely an hour to myaelf, It is true, Bayard is here» 
and takes a great deal of businem off my hands: bet 
when be has been ranning about all day in my sernce. 
can 1 write ? I must talk a little to him. When 1 bate 
been running about all day myself, and come back, 1 
find M. de la Rocbefoucault, whom 1 have not seeq^ dur¬ 
ing the day: can I write ? Perhaps he and Oourvitle are 
with me: can 1 write f ** But when they are gone.” 
Ob ! when they are gone> it is almost twelve o’clock; 
and then 1 have to go out, for 1 sleep at a neighbour’s 
•at present* because they are buildiBg just opposite my 
chamber-window. ** Bm in the ultcriMNin.*’ Why* m 
the aftemooM 1 have the head^adm . " It the moniiiig 
then.” Why, in the mokiiaig i am still worse* and taka 
herb tea that intoxicates me. Ym ato in Psovenos^ my 
dear friend* your rime is your own; and what if^moie* 
your bead is ejear. You love writing I, hath it,and 
liad a lover that expect^ a note every 

morning, 1 should teitamly break with him. Let me 
beg you then not to measure my friendship by my writ- 
ying; I shall love you as well* though I write you but n 
]^age in a month* as you love me in writing to me ten 



timefl I^nn at St. Maur *, I shall hr 

better able^tbeeHte; for my head and hands will br 
more at liberty: but I have no time to go therr. 1 
have spent but a week there all this year, though Paris 
destroys me. If y<»u knew how much f might make my 
court to some people, with whom it is very necessary to 
Iteep well, by sending them now and then a little non¬ 
sense, and how negligent I am in this respect, you would 
readily own that i have it not in my power to do as 1 
would in this respect. 

This very day three years 1 saw poor Madame ex¬ 
pire. I have been reading over some of her letters't in 
short, I can thmk of nothing but of her. Adieu, my dear¬ 
est friend; you have but one fault, and that is your dis¬ 
trust of your friends; it is the only thing that I dislike 
in you* M. de la Rochefoucault will write to you. 


,V1 




I'KTTEU CCXLVIII. 

FROM THE &AMB TO THE S\ME. 


Paris, Wwlneaday, July 4 , 1673, 

I olVB you hcre^a true account of all that has happened 
to me since 1 to you. In the first place 1 have 
had two fitB^t^^iBy above six months since 

I took medicifie. they gave me two doses. The 

daji^af^r the second dose, as I took my seat at the din- 
neMuble^ lylmt^self on a sudden very unwell.' I can 
eat DO soup, faU J.—^Well then, eat a little meat.^Xo, 

V' " ' ‘ . 

« 

V Sheoccttpisi) S' part uf the eastir. Gounrille, who lent her the 
apaiOaent, states in his luemt^is, as much to her discredit u it appears 
tolijljpiie, that the endeavooitd to keep possession of it in spite ol 
that ahe'mr'.t'd herself, when she nas obliged to gite it up, 
thha!:'- him whh M. de la Rocfaefoocault. ' 
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I do nol choose any.—-IWs 

Perhaps I may^^W hy don’t you theni—-si cannot at pre¬ 
sent, I may by and by; let me have some broth and some 
chicken for supper.—N'ight came, and up came the broth 
and the chicken Take it away, 1 cannot touch it4; the ^ 
siglit of food makes me si^; I’U to bed j I have 
more inclination to sleep than to eat.—Well, to bed I, 
went; 1 turned first on one side, then on the other; .^ 
was nut ill, but I could not sleep: I rang the bull, ca^' 
ed for a light, took a book, and rea4 ^heit Itiid- < 

it down again ; at length daylight appeared ; 1 got^;§pw 
put on my clothes, and went to the window 
o’clock, five o’clock, si^c o’clock struck ; 1 went to bed 
again, slept till seven, rose at eight. At noonsat down 
to table, but to no purpose f . in t^he evening 1 weig to. 
bed, as 1 did the night before, but to no. purpose. Are 
you ill ?—No.—^Are you faint ?—No.—In this state I 
continued for three days and three nighttf. 1 ha^re- 
covered iny sleep a little, but hot my appetite > 1 
only by artifice, as they make horses do, by rubbihg 
my mouth with vinegar: in other respects 1 am welt, 
and my head-ache is bettor than usual. 

1 have just been writing nonsense to monsieur loDuc. 
If 1 am able, 1 intend to go next Sunday to J.ivri ibr a 
day or two. 1 am ready to. -tove madamedeCoulatiges 
for your sake. Are you resolved, my dear, to oblt^ 
me to use my rhetoric to maintain, that my love fair 
you is greater than yours for me ? 1 would 'biake Cor- 
binelti owir k in a quarter of -an hcitr,,V'Ptoy let me 
^:i;ar something about him. Are all chi' ^^bod wishes 
for this poor man to be of no avail ? It'iv^y optmon 
that he owes ail his ill-fortune to his r^etnt, ^grais is 
one of those too who carry their ill-ki^ abDut’*with 
|tlieni. Madame de Thianges has a great friendship 
C^bintlli, so has madunie Scarron, so have a thousand 

II. M 
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people besidflif Bifd yet he does not leem to have the 
least shadow of hope of getting any thing done for biro: 
pensions are given to men of wit and learning: it is a 
fund appropriated to them alone : he has a better title 
than any of themf and yet no news, nothing can be ob¬ 
tained for him. 

I am to see madame de Vill*** to-morrow. She is a 
ridiculous creature, and has had a child by M. d'Am- 
bres, for which she has sued him, and lost her cause. 
She telU every body her adventure, with all its circum¬ 
stances ; she pretends he used violence; you may sup- 
pdte this leads te some very entertaining particulars. 
La Marans is a perfect saint: 1 am not jesting: this is 
to me a miracle. La Bonnetot is become religious too; 
site has thrown away her glass eye, and left of!’ rouge 
and curls. INladame de Monaco does not follow her 
example : she is become a favourite of this Madame as 
she was of the other. This is odd enough. Langlade 
sets out to-morrow for Poictou, where he is to stay for 
two or three months. M. de Marsillac is here ; he goes 
on Monday to Barege: he has not the use of his arm 
yet. The countess du Plessis is going to be married. 
Her ladyship has some thoughts of purchasing Frene. 
M. de la Rochefoucault is well, and scnfls a thousand 
and a thousand good wishes to you and Cerbinelii. 1 
give you a question to solve between two maxims f. 

We inmy forgive a lirciicli of (aiili, but uc cannot forget it; 

We maj forget a breath of faith, but wc cannot forgive it. 


•f* llic manticr in which the words and tltc sense arc here played upon, 
seems to jtutify a critique that has Iwen made on Kuchcfoncault'.s Ma^- 
ioM : ** It) many articles, the expression has not b>‘rn invented by tlie 
acensatioB, but tbo accusation has been iiivrnic<i to intriKluci ihe r - 
jircssioit." Huct, who says I bis, knew bcticr (ban any one the uudijT 
of the Muims, his method, and the chanm of bis society. 
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** Had you rather be unfaithful to your brer, and yet 
continue to lore him ; or that your lover should be un¬ 
faithful to you, and yet continue to love you i** Ob¬ 
serve that " unfaithful" does not mean to leave one lover 
for another, but to have committed some great fault 
against him. Adieu, you see 1 am got into a train of 
talking: this is the eflcct of not eating or sleeping. I 
embrace madame de Grignaii, and all her perfections. 

LETTER *CCXLIX. 

ritOM MADAME D£ SEVIGMA TO THE COUNT DE BUSSV. 

Grignan, July ii, ICrs* 

You see plainly, ray dear cousin, that 1 am at Grignan. 
I have been iiere exactly a year : I wrote you conjoint* 
ly with our friend Corbinelli, who spent two months 
with us, since which time I have taken a walk into Pro¬ 
vence. 1 passed the winter at Aix with niy daughter. 
She was very near death at her lying-in, and 1 equally 
near death at seeing her in so much danger. We re¬ 
turned here a fortnight ago: I shall remain here till 
September, w'heii 1 mean to go to Bourbilly, where 1 
hope to have the pleasure of seeing you. Arrange mat-, 
ters for this purpose immediately, that you may not be 
at Dijon. 1 wish also to see our great cousin de lon- 
lonjun there: tell him so. 1 shall perhaps bring our 
dear fricniHCorbinclli with me. He came here to meet 
me., and we resolved to write to you as soon as 1 re- 
^ccived your* letter. With respect to manners, you 
will find him just the same as ever; but he knows 
his religious duties better than he did, and his pu- 
^ nishnient will bo the greater, if he does not profit by 
I)IS knowledge. 1 still love him; his turn of mind is ex¬ 
actly calculated to please me. What say you to the 
. M 2 
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conquest of Maestriclil ? The king aione lias the gloi 7 
of it. Your misfortunes afTect me .so painfully, that they 
make me feel how much I love you. 1 resign llie pen to 
our friend. Wc should be too happy if we could have 
him with us at our delightful castle of Bourhiily. My 
daughter sends her love to you, though you did not re¬ 
member her. 


FROM M. liE CORBIN I LLI. 

It is very necessary, sir, that the report of niy devotion 
should continue: the contrary report has so long pre¬ 
vailed, that the change would p<‘rhaps favourably ailect 
my fortune. 'J'his devout turn is ascribed to me merely 
because 1 am convinced that both the happiness and 
iniiK’ry of mankind Ls the pure eilect of Providence, 
w'itliout fortune having any .share in it. I express my¬ 
self so often in these terms, that they have been taken 
for the sentiment of a true Christian, thougli it is only 
that of a true philosopher. But even if the report which 
has prevailed were true, my devotion would not have 
been incompatible with my perseverance in honouring 
yon, and often expressing to you the same sentiments 
which I have felt for you all my life. You know how 
proud 1 have always been of your friendship, and can 
judge whether saving grace could destroy so rational a 
feeling. We wrote a long letter to you on our firf»i jour¬ 
ney here, and have talked twenty times of your indo¬ 
lence. But does it cxleml so far as to lea# you not to 
regret that you were not at Mac'ilricht killing the Dutch 
and .Spaniards in sight of the king? What say you? 
,^yhe poets are going to write wonders on the occasion, 
%id the subject is ample and grand. They will say that 
their august sovt'rcign conquered Holland and .'^puin in 
twelve days, by taking MacNtricht, and nothing will he 
wanting; to hi** glorv but the truth. Thev wilPsav he 
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I'j himself the destroyer of his i*enowii, by remli ring it 
incivdihle, and a thousand other thing'< liu h do not 
occur to me, because I have at best not a very llowi'iy 
imagination, and the little 1 could boast lias been ren¬ 
dered still more barren for the last twelvemonth by my 
lievoting myself to the philosophy of Descartes. 'I’ijis 
philosophy appears to me the more noble, as it is easy, 
and admits nothing but bodies and motion in tlie world , 
never tolerating any thing of which we. have not clear 
and precise ideas. Ilis metaphysics also please me; 
his principles are easy, and his inilnctioiis natural. Wiiy 
do you not study this philosophy? It wcmld highiv 
amuse both you and your daughler'i. INIadajiie de <iii- 
gnan is perfect mistress of it, and reasons upon it di¬ 
vinely. She mainlaineil the other day, that the more 
inditlurence there is in the soul, the less liberty it pos¬ 
sesses. This proposition is very pleasingly siijiported 
by M. de la Forge, in a Treatise on the Human Mind, 
written in French, which I very much admire. Such 
studies as these would dissipate the dulnoss of the coun¬ 
try. We read Tacitus all the winter at Motitpi lia r, 
and I assure you we translated it very tolerahly. I 
have written a treatise on Rhetoric, and a commentary 
on Horace/s Art ol Poetry Would to CJod you were 
here, for the Provenv'ats have not understanding enough 
to satisfy us in our rellecliuns. Let us hear from you 
sometimes, if you please, and he assured, that if 1 vi'eru 
in Paradise, I should not be less your obedient servant. 

/ • It V in this work, no doiiht, that lie gave .the new explanatiun 
which di'<-w upon him the ilhwill uf ikiiicau. 
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LETTER CCL 

TO THE SAME. 

GngDAD) Ai^gust 37, 1678. 

I AM very glad^ my dear cousin, that you are at Paris. 
This afipears to me to be the road to preferment, and I 
have never wished any one so much to obtain great ho* 
nours as I vrished them to you, when you were in tht 
way of Fortune. She is so fantastic, that there is no* 
thing we may not expect from her caprice; so I al¬ 
ways live in hope. You have so much philosophy, that 
I shall some day ask you to impart a small portion to 
me, to help me to bear ytmr misfortunes, and my own 
vexations. 1 comfort myself for not seeing you at 
Bourbiliy, in the idea that wc shall meet at Paris. 1 
wish my daughter could pay her respects to you there 
ll^self, but as this is uncertain, she desires me to do it 
here, and so does M. de Grignan. 

LETTJER CCLI. 

MADAME DE LA PAYETTE TO MADAME DE SEVIGnI. 

Patit, Septottber 4,1S78. 

l.AM now at St. Maur; I have left all my business and 
all my husbands; I have taken «ith me only fair wea¬ 
ther and my children, which is as much as 1 want. I 
take care of my health, and drink the waters of Forges. 

J sMWbody, but I do not mind that; every one seems 
so Minted to pleasures, and to pleasures that depend 
wholly upon other people, that I think it a gift of the 
fiiiries that I am as 1 am. I do not know whether ma- 
dame dc Coulangcs has informed you of a conversatio.^ 
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t)iat passed one afternoon at Goorville’s, when madame 
Scarron and the abbe TItu were there, about persons 
who have a taste above or Itelow their understandings. 
We ran into so many subtleties, that we were quite be¬ 
wildered. If the air of Provence, which is so apt to 
subtilise every thing, should so operate upon your mind 
with regard to these notions of ours, you will be quite 
in the clouds. You have a taste above your under¬ 
standing, and so has M. de la Rochcfoucault, and so 
have 1, but less so than either of you." These are ex¬ 
amples for your direction. 

M. de Coulanges tells me your journey is put ofT 
again; provided you bring madame de Grignan with 
you, I shall not complain of this; but if you do not* 
I shall think your absence too long. My liking in- 
creases rapidly for the abbess of Calvaire: 1 hope she 
will make me good. Cardinal de Retz has gained my 
displeasure for ever, for having refused me permission 
to reside with her. I sec her almost every day, and 
have at length seen her face ^; it is pleasing, and baa 
still the remains of beauty: she is only forty years of 
age, hut the austerity of her order has very much 
changed her. M. de Grigiian has done wonders in 
writing to La Marans; 1 was not so civil, for 1 went 
the other day to call on madame de Schombergf, and 
did not even inquire for her. Adieu, my beauty, I long 
for your return with an impatience worthy of our 
friendship* 

1 received the five hundred livres some time ago. 
Nov^ money is so scarce, it seems a shame to take it of 

* The nuns of Gtlvure always their veUs down in the parlour, 
lau-ept with near reietiona, and in particular cases. '. 

t Madame de Schomberg, and mdame de Mmiu, lot^ied is die 
bouse* 
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our frieiidi!, so pray make my excuses to M. TAblx* ^ 
ibr whai 1 have received from him. 


MnTEU cerji. 

rrtOM M vdame on si'vlost to madamc i)e grigs \n. 


Moiitclimarty Thursday^ Ck-tolicr 5*f-, l(*7a. 
'fills is a ttreadful day, my dear child ; I own I ran 
scarcely support it. J have left you in a situation that 
ailvls to my fforrow. I think of every step 1 take, and 
every one yoj take ; and that were we to continue tra- 
velliJi:^ in tins way, \vc should never meet again. My 
heart is truly at rest when I am near you : it is then in 
iis natural stale, and the only one in \^llich it takes plea¬ 
sure. W’liat passed this morning has given me the most 
poignant uneasiness, and caused a tumult within me, 
vhicii your philos(»phy will not be at a loss to account 
for. 1 have felt, and shall long feel it. My heart and' 
mind are full of you ; I cannot think of you without 
weeping, and 1 think of you incessantly. 'I'his state is 
not to be borne : as it is extreme, 1 hope its violence 
will destroy it. I seek you continually, and I seem to 
have lost every thing in losing you. My eyes, that 
have $o often for these fourteen months dwelt on you 
u ail delight, no longer behold you: the endearing time 
i 'iiuve passed, renders the present more painful, till 1 
ain a Intle nccustomed to it, but I .'>hall never be sufli- 
cieiitly accustomed to it not to desire ardently to see 
and enibruce you again. I have no reason to hope more 



Coubui;i^ 

is wa» the day on whirll madanM! dr left Grigiian to '«rt 

'aris, as did iiiadame de Grignan at tlir same time on her jotir- 
liMis and Aix. Montelimort is only three or four leagues froii^ 


tat of Grtgnan. 
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from the.future than the post. 1 know what 1 have aU 
rea(]y suflered by your absence: and 1 shall now be 
still more to be pitied, since 1 have imprudently made 
your presence necessary to me. It seems to me as if I 
did not embrace you sufficiently at parting ; what was 
there to hinder me from doing it ? I did not tell you 
how satisfied 1 am with your uflcction. I did not re^ 
commend you enough to M. dc (trignan; 1 did not 
thank him sufficiently for all his attentions and kindness 
to me ; but 1 expect that he will continue to give mo 
proofs of it on every occasion : there is one in which 
' his own interest is more concerned than mine, and yet 
I am the person most afiected by it. 

I already begin to be devoured with expectation. X 
hope for no consolation but from your letters; and yet 
I know they will only make me sigh still more deeply. 
In short, my dear child, I-tive but for you. Would X 
loved God with equal fervour! 1 am cuiitiniially think* 
ing of the pigeons. 1 am made up of Grigiiaiis, and alt 
that belongs to them. Jsever was journey so dull and 
melancholy a.s ours: not a word passes. Adieu, my 
dear child; pity me for being thus torn front youii 
Alas! here are we again at our letter>writiiig ! Asstim 
the archbishop of my tenderest respect, and embrace 
the coadjutor for me : I recommend you to his care. 
We have dined once more at your expense. But here 
comes M. dc Saint Geiiicz to comfort me. 


LETTER CCLIII. 

7U0M THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

. Viilence, Friday, October 6 , 1S73, 

Mr only pleasure consists in writing to you. The in- 
dr-’.cnt coadjutor is astonished that this can be an aniusc- 

M 5 
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meiit. You are no# at Salons, my poor child ; you 
have passed the Durance, and I am arrived here. 1 
examine all the roads you are to pass through this win¬ 
ter, and make my remarks upon such as appear the most 
dangerous. The safest way of travelling in the winter 
is in a litter; for there are some places where you 
must get out of your carriage, or have your neck 
broken. M. de Valence* sent me his carriage with 
Montreuil and Le Clair, that 1 might travel more com- 
ibrtably. I waited on him as soon as I arrived. We 
had a good deal of chat together; your merit and bis 
misfortunes were the principal subjects of conversation: 
he seems a man of understanding. He has two female 
relations with him. 

1 paid a short visit to the sisters of Sainte Marie, and 

V 

to your sister-in-law f, her charming abbess is dying; 
there is great interest made to succeed her. 1 supped 
at lie Clair’s with Montreuil, where 1 lodge. M. de 
Valence and his two nieces came to see me, must fan¬ 
tastically drest. 

It is reported here that the king is gone to join the 
prince: not a word now about peace. My heart beats 
vdolently, when 1 think you will perhaps not come to 
Paris. 1 cooA t incessantly, and talk very little. As 
£6r our abbi, you know he delights in nothing but 
beouxyrux de sa casseite Oh ! how 1 long to hear 
from you ! it seems already an age since I saw you. 

* Danirl dr Co&nac, tushop of Vulencv, aftcrwariLi archbishc^ of Aix. 

■f* Maria AdWmsr de Monteil, aister of M. de Grignan, one of tLe 
nuna at Aub^naa. 

: ruiff W ibis expreaaion madame do S^vignd mr.tus tiiat site 

Iwooda over her nehncbuly. 

i TU beatUffid q /*his laskH, an expienion of the miser in the 
Avare, a corned)- of Moline’s. 
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LETTER CCUV. 

TO THE SAME. 

L^roni, TucMlayi Ottnber lO, 1673. 

I AM alreaHy, tny child, nt a dreadlul distance from y<Mk 
Oh ! did you but know the pief the ilioiijj;ht of it gives 
me! 1 was received at the chainaricr’s ^ by himself 
and his sister: 1 found my heart much affected w’hile 
I was cmbiaciiig that io^t ly woiiniii; she seemed no 
less so on her part. \Vc talked a good deal. 1 iiume* 
diately began to defend M. tie (vrignan’s cause. The 
chamarier did not know the true Male of the affair. It 
is the best iii the world to defend, anil can never suffer 
but by being ill explained, or misiindeistood. 

Let me tell 3 'ou once more, that li you wish to avoid 
the dangers that will attend your journey this winter* 
you must get out of your carnage as often as 1 have 
dune ; but a litter would be better, and a horse belter 
still. Mesdimcs de Vernend and Arpajon hive travel¬ 
led in this w.iy. M. de Vcrudle’s carriage broke down 
last year. There is another toad too, which they made 
us take across the Rhone. 1 alighted, my horses swam 
over, and the water came in at the bottom of the 
coach: this place is about two leagues from Monteliniart. 
When you come, the river w'lll not be passable ; so that 
you mu'*! go through some fields, and not venture tile 
passage : I assme you the danger is more than imagin- 
> <iry. , My afTection and fuiesight oblige me to give yon 
these precautions: you may laugh at them if you please* 
but I fancy M. ilo (Jrignan will not laugh at them. Yov^ 
sviil tell me, 1 suppose, that every thing goes on as we 
could wish, that we are going to have a speedy peace* 

* Chamarier is a dignitv in die cathrdiaJ churdi of St. Joho of 
L>um. 
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and then away for P&iii! Very true; but even if war 
should be declared against Spain, it will be a work of 
time, and not likely to give any immediate employ to 
those who have governments. 1 think it would be good 
policy for M. de Grignan to come to court, and the sooner 
the better. 1 expect letters from you this evening: 
when 1 have received them I shall close my packet. 


Tuesday night. 

I could not receive your letter without shedding a tor¬ 
rent of tears, 1 see you at Aix overwhelmed with me¬ 


lancholy, completely destroying your strength of body 
and mind. Tiiis thought breaks my heart: 1 think I 
see you fly from me ; you disappear, and 1 behold you 
no more. 1 am aware of the dulness my departure 
iiiu>t iia\ e necasidticil you : yon <lo not know what to 
do without me; you have been accustomed to sec me 
cniiliuually revolving round you. Jt is an addition to 
our grief to see the places again where wc have been 
happy. Ii is true, 1 have iu‘\er been in company with 
you joii any of these roads; but when I passed them last, 
1 was full of joy and transport at the thought of seeing 
and embracing you ; now that 1 am on my return, 1 
feel a deadly grief at my heart, and 1 envy my former 
feelings: how diHbrent are my present ones! 1 hail 

hoped to bring you back with me ; you know by what 
and in what accents you cut slnu t that hope, 
but feel the force of y’our argunu nts, and 
admire you for them ; but nothing in the world has so 
unnatural a look as to sec me returning to'Paris alone. 
If 1 were sure you would come to us this winter, 1 should 
^be contented and happy; in that case 1 should only 


aivuniciits 
1 mmkl not 


for three months, agreeably t<t your desire: but 
Kaye you; lam going still farther from you: all 
perceive, but 1 know nothing of the future. 1 
continual desire to receive your letters; it is a 
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melancholy pleasure, but X interest myself so warmly 
in pvery thing you doj that 1 cannot live without know¬ 
ing it. Do not forget your little cause, nor omit to 
count on your fingers the sheep of your flock; do not 
put the pot too soon over the fire, lest the contents boil 
away : the idea of an olio * pleases me, it is better than 
only one sort of meat: like you, I add but one thing to 
mine, which is bitter Miccory; it mu«it be good, how¬ 
ever, for the health; for, except being so ugly that no 
one here knows me, 1 never was better in my life. 

It was a great pleasure to in(‘ to embrace our dear 
niadamc Uochebonne : I can endure nothing but what 
is Grignan. 1 shall ansvier our mother of.Saint Mary. 
1 have spent the day with those of the society who are 
here, 'lo-morrow I set out for JSurgundy ; here is an¬ 
other great satisfaction to me; 1 shall not receive any 
of your letters but by way of Paris; let them be direct¬ 
ed to M. de Coulaiigcs there, and he will take care and 
send them to me at Bourbilly. Adieu, my ever amia¬ 
ble child : you svould have me judge of your heart by 
my own ; 1 do so, and therefore I both love and pity 
\ou. 


Ll-TTl-R CCLV. 

'JO THE SAME. 

Fn^m a littl*' mi icnhlc village, sta' 
|r*a^uri rrnni L]rOn«, Wf'dncsdiiy 
, •\ening, October 11, 1673. 

I AM just got to this place, which would make me me¬ 
lancholy if I were not so; there is nothing to be seen; 
u is a perfect desert: but 1 can write to you, and that** 

* A sort of pottage or ragout which was brought over firoin Spaing 
and is compoaed of a vaiictj of herbs and ueab. 
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if the only amasement 1 wish, when absent from you. 
Pray tell the coadjutor, to rouse bis jealousy a little, 
that Chamarande lt?es about a league from hence, that 
he is lord of five or six parishes, and is waiting for his 
majesty's return. I know a great deal more news, but 
1 will not intrii««t you with it. 1 left Lyons this morn- 
iog about eight o'clock, surrounded by all the Roche- 
IxMnnes, whom I lore and esteem highly. Monsieurde 
Rocheboune is going to pay a viml to his estates, and 
set every thing in order to follow the army if called 
upon. It is impossible to travel more sorrowfully than 
I do. This IS the fourth time I have written to you: 
without this consolation \%hat would become of me? 
But the worst is, that after my first sleep, 1 hear the 
clock strike two, ami, instead of going to sleep again, 
1 pul the pot on the fire with the hitter suecury, and it 
boils till day-light, w hen it is time for me to be in my 
carriage. 1 am certain that it is merely to make me 
happy resfiecting you, that you tell me the air of Aix 
has restored you, and that you arc not ko thin as when 
you were at Gngnaii. 1 will not believe a word of it, 
my poor child; eveiy thing adds to my uneasiness: the 
noise of the streets, to whicli you are unact ustonied, 
and all the bustle I see: in short, I follow \our eviry 
step; 1 see you go out, 1 see you come in; 1 cm n see 
your thoughts; and when I am no longer occupied w itli 
every thing that concerns you, my heart will ceasc to 
beat. 

We saw some excellent pictures at Lyons. I bl.imr 
M. d^irignan for not accepting the onethe arclibi«>hop 
ciMBRna would have made him a present of. Ihe 
^picture is of no use to him, and it is as fine a one as 
can be painted. I was so completely deceived, that I 
wanted to fasten up the canvas winch 1 thought w'as 
unpailed. A propos, the archbishop is biother-ui-bw 
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to madame de Villars, and bebaired with tha greaMst 
civility. Adieu, my dearest child; you write to me so 
affectionately, that you wound while you delight my 
heart. 


LETTER ♦ CCLVI. 

TO THE S%1IE. 

Chalons, Wecincadaj eveningi Oct. la, l67e» 
What a vexation to have no longer the hope of hearing 
from you ! this circumntance augments my grief. I 
will not tell you, my child, all niy wretcliedness upon 
this subject; you would only Uugh at me, and you 
know how much 1 prize your fstcem. 1 honour 
therefore your strength of mind and your philosophy, 
and will only confiile ray weakness to those who are aa 
weak as myself. 1 am going out ot tlie high road, and 
shall no longer wiite to you so leguUiily : this is au- 
othcr of iny griefs. When you do not rtci ive my let- 
tcM, be .is>>ur(Ml it has not been in my power to w'rite to 
you ; but with regard to thinking of you, I do nothing 
(Ise; I cool MlLCs^lntl}, and you know howl amuse 
myself with picking the roo’s of iny suciory, ko that 
niy soup is as bitter as what wc used to take at (/rignan. 

The declamations oi Quiiitilian have auiuned me ; 
some are very fine, and others Mry poor. 1 am going 
to begin the Ciiiistran Socrates. J s.iw M, de l*au|e*i 
sun at M&coii; I thought him handsome ; he resembles 
the charmer*. I know of no news, except that madame 
de Mazuriii and her husband are io a perfect phrensy. 
The duchess of York f is expected at J.yons: vvhat u 
pleasure, that she is not thniwo upon you ! We met 


f MwUi d'£st, prinews of Modeas, aftcxwacda queen of Bughnd 



l^tERS or 


do Sainte-Marthe opotf the road; he has promised to 
send you Marigny'a * Consecrated Bread and I'uneral, 
of which 1 have said so much to you ; the Funeral al¬ 
ways delights me; the Consecrated Bread wants too 
many explanations : if your mind is at ease when you 
receive this little uoik, and it is read to you well, you 
will like It much; but tf you arc not in good humour, it 
will be thiown away upon you, and despised: 1 hnd 
that the value of most things depend^ on the state we 
are in when we receive them. 1 embrace M. de Gri- 
gnan a0ectlonatcly ; he ought to be convinced of my 
regard for him by my giving him my daughtei and 
leaving her with him: all I ask him is to be caieful of 
your heart and of mine, he knows the way. I shall 
esteem it a fat our, if he obliges me to love him etei iialiy. 
Chance made me mention him yestirday, as well as his 
noble and elegant inanners, and liis greatness of mind : 
I wished he had been beliind me, and you also: you 
will readily believe this, my dear countess. 

I.ETTER CCLVII. 

lO THE same. 

Baudiilly, Mondd}, Oct. IG, 1G7J. 

At length, my dear child, I am arrived at the old man¬ 
sion of my forefathers. 1 have found niy beautiful niea- 

* Tliere m farther meution of this poet, who ofteu eshibited more 
bufRxmcry than humour, and more nbaldr) dian ait, who was cmplo}- 
cd III the tine of the Fronde to write what were called Mazanitadn, 
FVon the cardinal he passed to the great Conde, whom he followed eien 

the Spaniarda. Blot, with wliom he is generally assut lated, and who 
was att|tihed to Gaston d'Orldans, had considerably more talent. The 
CottseerSted Bread, of which madame de Sdvignd hert speaks, is a bnr> 
1aM|he poen on the churchwardais of Saint<Fkul, who warned to oblige 
kM^jniffender. Mdnege sap, h is his best composiuoa. 



M\DAMt DE sivS^Mi. 


(lows my little river, and the pretty mill, in the e&iklfe 
l>laccs where I left them. These walls have afforded' 
|)lca<ure to better people than myself, and yet I am al¬ 
most dead with grief, when I think of having left Grt- 
gnan to come here: I could now weep heartily, if I 
w ere to give way to my sorrow; but I follow your ad¬ 
vice, and endeavour to get the better of it. 1 have seen 
you here, my dc.u child, with Bussy, who used to 
amuse us so highly. Here it was that you called me 
motUer-in-Uav, with such a pretty air. They have lopped 
the trees before the gate, which has made the walk up to 
the house very pleasant. We abound in corn here, but 
no mono}. it rains in torrents. I hove been so Jittle 
accustomed to these storms of late, that 1 am really 
angry at them. M. de Guitaut is at Epoises: he is con¬ 
tinually sending heie, to know w'hcii 1 arrive, that he 
may come and fetch me. But th it is not the way to 
do business. 1 shall pay him a visit, and you may judge 
that the conversation will turn upon you ; I desire you 
will make \ourself (jiiitc easy about what I shall say to 
him; lam not vet y imprudent; you shall hear from 
us both. I cannot dispense with seeing you ; if you 
ically lo\c me, you will give me a proof of it this year* 
Adiiu, my deai child, 1 am but this moment armed. 
And am rather fatigued; when 1 am a little settled, 1 
Will wnte to yon again. 


IXITER CCLVIII. 
ro riiE s \MC. 

Bourbilly, %tunl4T, Oct. SI, IS/a. 

I Miaivrn here Monday evening, as 1 immediately 
111 formed you. 1 found letters from Guitaut, which had^ 
been isaiting for me some time. The nejtt moming^ it' 
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nine o*c1ock, be jeamt here full gallop, wet as a drowned 
rat, for it rained incessantly. We had a great deal to 
say to each other: be talked much of you, and after¬ 
wards gave me an account of his own affairs, and of the 
reasons he had to be dissatisfied; he told me that the 
king is returned from Versailles, and many particulars 
respecting the war: he is of opinion, that it is hi. de 
Grignan’s interest to come to court, and justify his con¬ 
duct, as well as to take his majesty’s orders from his 
own mouth, relative to the operations of the war* in 
case it should be declared. Ail this he told me without 
any intention to flatter roy wishes, or from any views 
of interest on his side; for he slems little disposed to 
return to Paris this winter. 

After we had made a good dinner, considering where 
we were, a coach and six drove into the court-yard; 
Guitant burst into a loud laugh; and whom should I see 
alight, but the countess de Fiesque and madame de 
OuUaut, who ran and embraced me! I cannot express 
to you my astonishment at seeing them, nor the joy 
that Guitaut seemed to take in having thus agreeably 
surprised me. In short, the countess is at Bourbilly, 
can you believe it ? more beautiful, more healthy, more 
magnificent, and more lively', than you ever saw her. 
After mutual exclamaticms on both sides, which you 
will readily conceive, we sat round the fire, and talked 
of you; here again, you uiti easily guess the nature of 
tbe conversation, and the surprise of the countess, wdien 
the found I bad not brought you back with me. In 
short, they all expressed the warmest esuem for you; 
and then we conversed on the news of the day. 

Guitaut informed me, that Monsieur is re«oived to 
make mademonelle de Grancey dressing-woman to Ma¬ 
dame, in the room of La Gourdon, who is to have a 
of fifty thousand crowns; bnt this seems attended 
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with a good deal of difficulty, for marshal de Granea^r 
will not part with that sum, except as a marriage-por* 
tion to his daughter; and as he is apprehensive that Im 
shall have a demand for the same sum when he comeo 
to dispose of his daughter, he is resolved that Monsiettr 
shall be at the whole expense. Madame de Monaco 
has the management of this affair: she is on good term* 
both with the duke and duchess, and equally respected 
by them, only that it is a little disgusting now and then 
to see her bestow all those little caresses and speeche* 
on the present Madame, which she did on the last. I havB 
heard of some other extraordinary things at court, bol 
they are not writeable. Madame de Marei^* left Paria 
merely from prudential motives, when the collections and 
entertainments began, and retired into Burgundy; she 
was received at Dijon by a discharge of cannon. Yon 
may guess what a number of fine comments that cir« 
cumstance gave rise to, and in what a light this journey 
appeared to the public; the truth is, she had a cause 
depending at Dijon, which she wanted to have decided ; 
but, however, the rencounter was pleasant enough* 
The couQtess is very diverting upon this subject: she 
has been about a fortnight at Epoises; she came there 
from Guerchi. A certain little obscure fellow said one 
day, that the abbe T^tu had soul enough for a lai|^ 
body: this diverted me extremely. At length, night 
surprised us in the midst of our chat, and after having 
admired all the curiosities of the place, they went 
away. They would fain have taken me with them, but 
I had too much business of consequence to attend to. 

1 shall not go to Epoises till to-morrow, and shall re* 

e 

* The titter of madame de Grmery. It a p pe i w that she sm of ihs 
fianiw that ftequeoteii the ihshe of Bourhoo's, irhich aisdvllir SStpidk 
ctl oPcooDiog to Dyoa aerslj ia foot of ihst prioes* 
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turn the next day/ We sha)l write to you all together; 
if you had come fvith me, you would liavc had .the 
pleasure of meeting these good p^ple, who would have 
kept you from being dull, I will answer for it. 

As for the air here, there is no breathing in it with¬ 
out growing fat; it is moist and thick, and admirably 
calculated for restoring that humidity which the air of 
Provence had dried up. I shall finish all my business 
to-day: if you were in w'ant of corn, I would otlei \ ou 
some of mine \ 1 have above 20,000 bushels to dispose 
of, and yet I cry famine in the midst of all this plenty. 
How'ever, 1 have secured purchacers for as much as 
amounts to 140,000 francs, and renewed ray leases with¬ 
out any abatements. This is the w hole of what I had 
to do, and I have had the honour of finding out e.K- 
|>cdients which (5cnped the abbe with all his wisdom. 

1 am vexed beyond description at not being able to 
hear ftom you, and at not having it in my power to 
serve you: this situation is hardly bearable; 1 hope it 
will alter for the better. Bussy is still at Pans gaining 
ground every day ; he began by madame dc la Baume. 
Time, the impertinent meddler who changes every thing, 
will perhaps improve his fortune. You will be glad to 
know that before he set out, he and his whole Inniily 
ef|Uipped themselves in the newest style of fashion at 
Semur: judge how well he will look, lie is reconciled 
in this country with Jeannin, and the abbe Fouquet 

'I have just leceived a packet from Guitaut, with 
news winch you shall have in your turn. He is to come 
to fijjj^lbe to-morrow or Monday. 1 embrace M. de 
GrfpKh, and assure him he would pity me, did he * 

• * t 

g Tliese two pendtuget in the Aaours of the Gauls, the first, 
n mkulotts, and the second, a scandalous character: the abW uas tlic 
kisdier of Nicholas Ibuquei the sapenniendent. 
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know what I suffer while absent from you/ As for 
you« my dearest cbild^ 1 embrace you with a tender* 
ness that it is not given to every one to feel. 

LETTER CCLIX. 

TO TUB SAME. 

Epoisesj Wrclitosilay, Oct. flii |6ys. 

I DID not finish all my business at llourbilly till Mon^ 
day, when I came here, where 1 was expected with the 
greatest impatience. 1 found llic master and mistress 
of the house as hospitable as ever, and the, countess *, 
w ho dresses smartly, and enlivens all tlic country round 
her. 1 brought with me M. and matlamc dcTuulonjon, 
wiio are no strangers here; we were nfterw'urds joined by 
madame de Chatelus, and the marquis de Donneval, so 
that the party is complete. This is a large handsome 
house; M. de Gnitaut takes great pleasure in making it 
as elegant as possible, and spares no expense for that 
purpose. lie has nothing else to do with his money. 

I pity those who cannot do the saine. My host and 1 
ha\c Talked a great deal; I have the art of setting 
people a-going, and of attending to what they say. 
One might slay here a long time without being dull; 
you liave been greatly praised among us. 1 do not 
think 1 should ever be for leaving it, if I could hear 
from you here; but the state of ignorance ill \vhich 1 
am respecting you, almost distracts me. 1 puzzle my 
hrains'to think what you may have written to me; and 
what may have happened to you in three weeks; in 
‘holt, 1 can have Jio rest for thinking of you. I shall 
certainly find five or six letters from you at Paris. I 
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cnim'it fHHiteivc tlie reas^m why M. de Coalanges hat 
noi sent them to tne liere> as 1 desired him to do. 
However# 1 set oat to-morrow on the road to Pans# 
when I shall not arrive till the eve of All-Saints. I am 
told that the roads already begin to be dangerous in 
this provinc^; 1 say nothing to you about the war# 
which some say is already declared# while others# who 
are of the ministerial party# will have it that eveiy 
thing tends to peace; a little time will clear all up. M. 
d'Attbm is in this country; I have not seen him# but 
he is very near as; and 1 have seen scveial who have 
been happy enough to have received his benediction. 
Adieo# my dear# my lovely child; I do not meet with 
a person who does not think you have reason to love 
me# from the great love which they see 1 bear you. 


LETTER CCLX. 

TO THE SXMC. 


Augptre, Frida\, Oct. 97 , 16*S. 

1|lEft Epoises# and the company that 1 told you wa<. 
there# yesterday. I was just nine days in Burgundy# 
4md I may say that my presence and the abbe’s were 
Tery necessary at Boarbilly. 1 had a great deal oi con¬ 
versation with (luitaut# who amused me niigiiti ly by 
informing me of certain circumstances relating to bis 
aflairs# that 1 was before ignorant of; it is alwav s good 
to hear both sides of a question: 1 was gratitied, by 
having an opportunity of lestoring him to niy good op>- 
oion# which had been a little impaired b> the storu s L 


^ad 

^kai 


heard concerning him, and which ini^ht have gone 
ter lengths# had I not been prepossessed in his fa< 


vour by the optnness of his C( uiit> nance. I always 


j^hought him honest and sincere; and 1 imJ the only 
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reason of his beiiig dismissed from tlM Hotel diGtiBde» 
was on account of his giving umbrage to some perBQl||f 
ages theie, and that such a faTotuite as himself ehii 
by no means pleasing in so small a oeurt There are 
some very extraordinary events in his romance; it 
seems as if it would end in a retreat to his castle; 1 am 
not willing, however, to be too certain of this. 

The countess told me some admirable thii^ about 
the Grancey familyThere is something very curious 
in the plan of that house; but I beg that all jealouslaa 
keep silence in presence of the person f who ts one of 
the actors in this comedy. He is the very quintessence 
t>f jealousy; he is jealousy itself; 1 wonder there was 
any left in the world, after the extravagant portion that 
fell to his lot. I should take great pleasure in talking 
over all these things with you; they are very amusing, 
Every one speaks of war; but d’HacquevilIc says there 
liave been some wagers laid that we shall have peace. 
God grant wc may. 

I wish much, my child, to know how you are; I feat 
you give way to your natural disposition, and absorh 
\ oiirsflt in melancholy. Our good abbb ts very welli 
thank God; 1 am not a liUle proud of it; he salutes 
you afTectionately, he wants much to hear something 
of \ oil, and to know whether you remember the ad> 
vice he used to give you, at the hazard of ijeing hateil 
for It. whicii, however, did not deter him, i embrace 
M. de Grignan; pray make my compliments lo tin 
archbisliop, if you are at Salens; and assure the coad' 
jutor, that in expectation of the time when, as he tell 
me, I am to love him so much, 1 love him a good deal* 

* It «df» 641(1 tint the duke W4S iii love with tlu eldf t daughwt c 
iririhdl (if* Gr.iiii}, and Monsieur widi tiu s«Hir ureal. Theac fauiiei 
ft rn di' IT (,r(dt b'duijr, went Uk. name (d* the angrU, 

Muii.icur le Due. 
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TO THB SAME. 

Moret, Monday night, Oct. Ju, 16 ; i 
I AM now very nekr Parie* my child ; but if it i%eic not 
in tho^bope of ^Hiding letten there from you, my ar* 
rival would give me very little pleaKure. I am conti¬ 
nually ibiidcing of what I hive to do for y ou; of all 1 
have to say to Brancat, La Garde« the abbe de Grignan, 
d'Hacqucville, M. de Pomponne, and M. le Camus; I 
foresee no pleasure to niyiell^ hot what 1 dciive m some 
way or other from you. I really mciit that my friends 
should beat me and drive me back again. Ah ! would 
to heaven they would do so! Perhaps I may git the 
better of this humour, and my heart, which is at pre¬ 
sent such a slave to sorrow, taay recover a little its li¬ 
berty ; but it can never do otheiwise than long passion¬ 
ately to see you : in the mean time, to talk of you shall 
be my only delight, the favoui ite cmplo\ meiu of ray 
time; bil 1 will select my compnny and my subjects; 
I am sofficiecitly acquainted with lik,*to know, that 
what is pleasing to some people, is disagreeable to others. 
I hi^e not quite forgotten the world; 1 know how ten- 
deity and kindly it enters into the feeling of others, and 
1 beg you therefore to irtnA to me, and fear nothing from 
the excess of my affection. If my foibles, and the un¬ 
just measures I have taken, have sometimes gi\en ol- 
fence to my love, I conjure you, my child, to rxcu^c 
them in favour of ibeir cause. 1 shall preset ve this cause 
most rehgioos)} as long a.s I am in being, and I hope 
without doing it wrong to make royselt Uss impcifect 
than lam; 1 endeavour daily to profit bv m\ reflcc- 
liops, and if I could live as 1 have told \ou, two hun- 
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dred jrears, I shoold be a Wonderful ^neVMge at the 
end •of that period. * , 

If M. de Sens* had been in hi« dioeeie, t should 
have waited on him ; 1 think I oae 1iha that attention 
for his high opinion of you. I looh at erery place 
through which 1 passed 6iVeen months ago with such 
feelings of delight, and I reflect on the diflen.u) feelings 
that I experience on seeing them again. What a jittai}|te 
thing IS aflection, such os ihme to you! 

1 have heard from my son; his letters were wrtitill 
on the eve of an engagement; he seemed to think no¬ 
thing of It; but was ratbi||[ dei»irous of exercising his 
rapier by \\ ly of curiosity. I should have'be^ drea^«** 
fully alarmed at this loiter, bad 1 not been very wellin* 
formed com oriiing the march of the iniperialiits, 
the great respect they have for your brother’s idgirfl^ah ^ 
Gooil heavens! my dear child, how ill I use y0ttl 
«hat nonsense 1 have written! Perhaps when I write 
you from Paris, I may send some trifle or oth(*r that 
may amuse you; the things, however, of most impoit*** 
nnre will tome fioni Provence. But your health ; ahf 
that alllicts me most 1 fear you do oot steep wi^ 
and that you will be ill again; you tell me tiotl||flg 
about It, which only adds to iny uneasiness. 

LKrrER C^LXll. 

TO THE SAME. 

Puls,TIiOn()iy, Nov. 3 ,16^1. 

At length, my dear child, I am arril^d here in safety, 
after a journey of a month, which faiigiud me less than . 
the last night has done;, though 1 had the best bed in 

* Tbe biibop of Sen^. 

'OL. II. N 
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the world* f Otico closed my eyes; I eomited 
every hour upon my watch^^and the flapment day brake, 
i|ot v^:" ^.^11 n maifi ip bed, if 1 ceoiiet sleep * i*’ 
We puterod ^rw yesterday, wbicb wei AlloSeittift*, the 
better day did belter deed, ai>d alighted at M. de Ccmi* 
leAges': I will nobfcpeat to you idl my folly and weak* 
on the occsHiiop* , J sres not fit to be aeeii: how- 
ewitr, Icbedced jefyeelf as much as pauihle, and said 
the wind badlinede^y neee red, M. de Couiaiigrs 
edlbraced aif^ thpli j^.de Jtiee, laaflame de Coulangcs, 
and mademoiseUe de Mcri. In p nsomeat after follow¬ 
ed madame de Sensei, and medaine de Bagnois, and the 
arehbisbop ^ RhewM,^ luil of love aud ndaifatioii 
for the c^jntor; then fiftme madauie de la Fayette, 
M. de la Recheroucault, caattaie Scarron. d’Hacqoe- 
rille. La Oarde, the abbe Grigiai^, aad tlie ablte Tetu. 
I«8i peMiiaded you bear, see all that passed, even 
where yob are, and the joy ^at was expressed on all 
aides^ and "bow is madame dc Grignan? and what 
journey bare you bad i** and a long (rain of et cssteras, 
without oonnfiiuoTi or end. At lengtii supper was serv¬ 
ed, ond|lhj|liiuiipimy having retired, 1 passed thi* night 
in the deligiitful manner I have described to you. 

This momiifg at i|Uie o’clopk. La Garde, the abbe 
deprignan^' |^,c^%id.d'Ilaci|ui^vine, came into my 
room to ha#i!^)HtNI pritafe ohat; in the first place, 1 
must tell you, ydd caOnot esteem Braticas, La 
Garde, and d'Hlhqueville, toe much; as for the abbe 
de Grignan, that comes of course. I forgot to tell you, 
that the first thing 1 didHiasiovening, was to read your 
letters of thif fifteenth, eighteenth, twenty-secon.d*> 
and Wronty-fifth of Qptober. I felt all you so well 
express; Init can 1 thamt you anfficiently for your good 


* A Km ia one ef' fikuh Ckuwos Choiiu. 
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Elui kind affection, and'the care you take to mform me 
of y^or mfiain? ! my dear child* it^ia but justice^ 
for 1 htfe nothing at hhiMt so mud^ your intere^ 
whatever it maybe: Idttcrv are«iny life, waiting 

however for aomethklg better* '. ' 

I am astonished that M. de Gtt|^ni*s disorder haa 
prospered in thu way ytm teff'IHa^haaLjn other wor(l%, 
he must be careful in Provence of evjn^fdl in his 'stock* 
ing: I wish he ^nay do wdlf, ami nU fever, may 
leave him, for the awonf must be 'drawn. I hate the 
idea of this petty whr. 

1 retprii to you# tiifee wltoim you ought to 

lovebrmly, for theying hut how they 
may serve you; ibey iiE^ the riglit person in me 
for a conversation of tf^jci^; accordingly we kept it 
up till noon. La Gardd^vm me strong assurances of. 
M. de Poipponne's frwndidjl^; %ey are all very well 
satisfied with him. If you ask me wlmt is tiic present 
subject of conversation at Paris, 1 ||l§U tell you M. and 
madaibe de Grigiian, their affsirs^^l^r iptere^St their 
return, &c. In short,, | have heard or nothjjjM eImhiihcr* 
to; those u ho undersiaad matters will tell yoil they 
think of your retorn> l^ du not desirf yon to believe 
me; believe La Garde. Wjs havgjbeen j^nsidering for 
liow many reasons you la^|^er to ad¬ 
just matte-rs,4>otli with thcTnead^d principals, 

which your g^od friend* has tised all |ps endeavours to 
confound ; in'short, he,has knocked at every duor^ and 
artfully misrepresented tliingp h^is oonvenation, wbich 
is full of secret venom, conceaUd mic^ the niobt insi¬ 
nuating address. 1 think it Mould be proper for you to 
declare openly ypur intentions ^coming, and perhaps 

* All tlii» r'-’jtrs to s dispute which aubshted at that time betiresn 
Ui" I'iihop of Marseilles and the Gi%Ma fdinily. 
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you may meet him here, for he talks of coming hhnsclf; 
anU then M. oi>iie«anU the rest of your friends 

vrill be ready to^aaiiist you, and set your aflairt upon a 
proper and permaneAt fdotingj^fiut tshile you are at 
such a distance/ you iwiil always escape their remem¬ 
brance.: hcsiduv'jht person that speaks herci has al¬ 
ways the advaAlage c^'him who says nothing. When 
you set out for Orapge, J mean M* de Orignan, I think 
it would be adyisahie tr> inforta M. de Louvois of the' 
state of things by tetter, that he may not be surprised. 

I hare ju>t seen M do Pompotine, iVl. de Itezoii, nia- 
dauie d’fluxcHea, mudaine de Viltem, the ahiie de Por- 
tocairtro, and niadai^ de'Bard, who all send you a 
thousand coinplimriits atid good wishes: in short, be¬ 
lieve La Cterde: this is all I have to say to you. • It is 
the opinion here, that you sMlKild nut send ambassadors, 
but that you and M. de Gh^gnan should come in person. 
The war can make no diilercnce. M. de Pomponne 
told d’l Inrquefille, that aflairs would not be so soon 
settled in Provence pa some people might imagine, and 
that war often breaks out wlien there is the most talk 
ofpeac««\ ‘V 

1 iiiuiit tell you a droll incident. The oilu r day ma- 
diuiH* lie R‘**1****/and madutne de liu****** had a 
high disphl|^ik|bp^ LaUo*****, liied 

of the told her it was a trifle not worth 

di<puiing about, and so she would give jt op. ** U(>oii 
roy word, roadame,” says the other lady^ •* this i'* \cn 
generous in you,.whb^ have lovers to supply you with 
cash.”—“ As for that, niatfame/* rejtlied LaThi***^, 
•* L ion not ohltged to ixplaiii my>elf lo you ; hilt I 
know tlii<, that when 1 was first introduced to eom- 
punv, about ten years a^o, you W'ere obliged to pay 
money t«* yours ” 

^ Dt sj reaiix weni with Gourville to wait on the prince. 
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who was desirous that he shoeid soip his army. “ Well/* 
said he to the poet, ** what do you tfiiAk of my army ?** 

1 think, my lord,” replied l^espreaux, ** ii will be a 
very 6ne one when it^comes of age.’* Now you must 
know, the oldest soldier .imongti Uieln is nut above 

^ '••Si? '■ 

eighteen. ^ 

The princess of Modena * ik)9(| Iu^ on my heels at 
Fontainebleau, she arrived this e?the kKige.H at the 
Ar.'icniil, the king is tQ|iay her a .^normw : she 
is to wait on the queen at Versailles, anid tluMi adieu. 

Fricfoy cvsnin;;, Novpmlirr a. 

M. de Pompone has juil paithme a kind visit } ex¬ 
pect to hear at what time ^m^row 1 may sre him at 
hrs own house. Hc has not heard of a letter of suspen¬ 
sion : in this country th^gs 'are viewed in a dilierent 
light from what they are jn FVovence; all the wise 
heads desire thi.s suspension; lest you should be deceived, 
and in the prospect of a peace which they really wish: 
but they think you are in a place where you can see 
more clearly into tliu event of the syndic; and they 
would not lake any step that might di’tpUiBse you. The 
immense distance bctw'ecn us, prevents iAiy thing like 
just reasoning. Read all d*Hacquevilie*s letters with 
attention, for whatever he writes'll of iqipprtaix c ; in¬ 
deed you cannot love him tO|t welf. Ymii^lilcjlfter is well; 
he is not certain yet whefc hothait|Hua[’lihe winter. 1 
am perfectly i^nainted with at) that relates to your in¬ 
terest, and Fapeak better upon tlte subject here lifaii at 
Grignag. • 

We could not help smiling at your care, in desiring 
inc to send for La Garde and ihe ub!j. dc (•ngnaii: alas! 

• Miria tl’EMP priiK'-^s »f 'In !«’• i, w?n» w-v; '/n.ii: t j I.c 
to tlic (lukp III \(jrk, Wriiihrr to (.in.' 11., and ati«:r hi. death kt»g 

of EiiizLn'J, by the naiu'.- ol Jdiuea li. 
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por)r ^oul*. they fllnioJy upon itie watch^ tad 
thought of nothiiia but me* 

I tm i^iioUO ywn, my itor ehildj and tin so well 
ploaikcd with the ttimv 1 dedtcatt |o you* that I make 
cvciy thtii^ give^n^ to the IcMflt cir 4 .uiusttnce thu ro- 
latesi to \ou. I jpmrtily einhrteo out poorcooiit: do 
you think 1 may ocmiiim to love him 01111 } have you 
any ohjicUon to it? 


LOTTED OCLXHL 

10 TU^ 

"tt . Pnkt MhHI^ Nov* 6| I0?a« 

1 HAVE had n tdmmiiRjf Odttvofaatlon hr mofO than two 
liodia nitli M.de PompoMie$ nevor had any one a 
more fnrdnfnblo andtence, o^a more delightful recep- 
tiun* lyiincqtwviDe was preiem, who m iM tell you the 
aaine ; we were both highly pU ased with him* I do 
not know whether 1^ thinks the present state of affhira 
likely to produce a p e d t e ; hat ho said the war should 
not prevent hlaa hom asking leave lor VI de Orignan 
to come lb Eafftlrfter the assembly, end that bethought 
your best way would be to take youi o\>Cn time for this 
jotirm } Vegare in saying, that honours wilt not 
change (nyilH|l^ with rc t^^t to you : alas' my poor 
lo\e. \ou thing to me, and evei^ thing re« 

\Hd\es round you without approaching ymh ^'r di\erg- 
ing trom me. How good it was of you th'Vrite to niy 
friend Coibinelli, and to madams de la yayette% Ihe 
latter IS ch irmid witii you, aod loves you better than 
ever she did ; she long's eimestly to bve \ati here * \oii 
know lier, an I in i\ depenil upon her . M. de 

la Rochefciutnult is as am able an I \\nrlh\ is c^er, he 
has not stilled out ot inv room tics*, two i}s \uu 



mky depend upnii hif iHtndlbi|ik Mtd nit that of many 
oth<»rs Htiom 1 y^iW not ntme i for be tin end- 

1( ss catalogue. 1 liafc deveral^ultilt from parson¬ 
ages of fa>hion, and my consnis de fSussy ^otong tbe rest, 
>ery smartly dressed to the lieamtstoL^ilks they bought 
at Senior The dnnfien of Vhrk fistic Arsenal; all 
the town dodii tliitber; thedibg iMl* to sm ber, 
and she has been to V< rsaiftel to Visit the wlie 

ciidered her a/bir/eiiti*. Thd qeeiMt ie. le veium )lir 
vKit to-morrow, and on Thetsday labot^ jo decamp. 

I dined to-day at medaOie de ia F«iyntie*fi for the 
first time of my going out, for 1 ba?« hitherto played- 
the person of imporienee lu own apartmehi Do 
_ yoitiiot purpose going to Mato tr when iWlMlSteet do 
^Grigneo is ttOrtiigi? 1 bate ncoiti^ eniwera from 
all }otir gentiuMo; pri^r rrmembet me lo them some- 
umes, and to yetir lodiee loo, % hoiii I greatly honour 
and esteem. Does madame de Baument suU keep up 
her chwacter of forgetfulness ? You may hay as yon 
please^ my dear child, but I am eery iineohy about your 
health ; >ou sleep ill 1 am [^erstodW snd yoe harbour 
a train of destructive thoughts. Retigtb utour an 0b<- 
sence of three years, and breathe agaig yoo^lMve aii. 
If your Ismiiv have any regard for yoer heaJttg they 
ought to commit v> hat may tend to its preiprvatioD. I 
say nothing to M. de Grtgnan; he otoMPdly suspect 
me of not thinking ut him, 

f 

* A <luur sfnste. 

•I A biMaj^wu m the dioretc »f Adcs, at about five leagues from 
Aix. jiiU wn^ die aritibtibopOl' Adsf, wlio hi these ktters is alirt^a 
, killed the cuaH} 4 Uir, Kttded at that tiitie 
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* 

TO THE SAM%^ 

^ iVk^ Nov. 13,1673. 

1 L^iiTB yon U»o weU^ dear child, to be happy here 

without you. Alas 1 X o9V6 brought Provence and all 

your ad'airt aleog with tne ; in van sijvn^e, fuel che 7 h I 

cor a/ poria ♦, am a proof of this, for 1 do nothing 

but languish after you perpetually. I cgnnot bring 

my^fll to a proper lesignation to the will of Providence, 

in the disposition he made with respect to us; never 

surely did any om stand io mnch in need of the aid of 

religion asl doV uttt,^my*ehild, let us talk about our 

adiiirs. 1 had written to M. de Plomponne as you desired 

me; and as 1 had not sent my lettar, and thought it a 

pretty good one, 1 showed it to mademoiselle de M4ri 

to gratify luy vanity. 1 have (lined with Uie abb4 de 

(vriunan uml La Gnrde; after (Itinui, we went to 

d‘iiadqnevdle *64 we talked a gicMt lUai, and as they 

have tht^b^st jt^enienl in the world, and aS 1 iieier do 

:my thing ‘lidlhoat them, 1 am never deficient. They 

think there never was a journey more necessary than 

• M. de (■ngnan’s. You will say. But how is l^ve of 

aiitence to be^^Wtaired, now War is dt^rlared ? 1 shall 

aiikWd, that H is more declared in the garf'ttes tiun 

here: in this countiy everything is suspended. We 

expect something, hut hc know not what: the n^Mm- 

bly of Cologne however ia not yet broken up,**?iul M. 

dr C’bauliii's, by wiiat 1 hear to-day, will not hold oiir 

sMtei^ but M. do Lavardin, who arrived \ i sterdav, and 

• * * 

sols out on M( iiday with M. Boncherat: thib gi%ts ua* 
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son to hope that aonie i#gotittton ttf going fumard. 
Not a ord is saul here war; we shall however boon 
see: you must always hdKl yoanKftf fn rcaiiiiiess: do 
nothing which niayj^aak the neck of your iooriiey« and 
confide lo your ffiSmi, who would npt wish you to ask 
leave of absence unseasonably i thejf do not uppro>e of 
your bending an amb issador; yourself Or nobody. 
When you are here, things will wear a difilhrent aspuct 
ft am what they do in Piovcrire. iieaveoi^ my 

dear child, if thert were oq)> this reasott* cunie loi your 
health's lu|ke, come that you may not he desttoytd, 
come and cook oihoi thotiL,lit'., cottie and resume your 
consequence, and put a stop to the tii|ii«tico that has 
JiGtiyloiie you. If U were I alime who held this lan¬ 
guage, I should adviNc you not to itttM to it; but the 
perbons who givU you this ctiunset are not ear^ily cor¬ 
rupted, and are not acriHtoiiud to llHUer me* 

Thaabbtde («M<'nn, LatianU, and f, hive been to 
pay a visit to voik ii i pieMdeiii he is i(.iuni«'d from 
Orleans. He ki i 1 *'ie k n^'s band the day tjeHiic yes¬ 
terday; when ills in 1 ) 1 'Iy mldliltdi that he would have 
stiange torbulmt sp i is lu deal with Fiovynpe. lie 
IS a innii th it w ill n stotc i ^ood unders^ndHigoit all sides ; 

he lb a man, ui slnnt, that-. I am vi xed to think 

ih u you have yet n f'civetl none of rti^etters hut those 
which IViote upon the foail U< iv^i, shill i nevf*r 
In ar your voice a^aiii^ \laH • i^iy di ar clnli), what a 
distaiici IS theie between tny tin -side 'iiid yoins! How 
happy was I whtii with you 1 1 h it iny joy in'its full 
cxt< ptf^Sfid'have iiotlimg to upbraid myself with; I 
ni nle the most ot my tune, and kept my pleasure till 
the last moriRiit. 

* Miir M, then ju t noaiinatt I to th» ch ir in the ^dhimtnt 
<f \a. 





Tfi^ qoean lifts j||| 9 irea to Tet her hare oUft 

(if her Sp'itiiili smteljFil %o ftttoid her that wa« not yet 
^^onc. this shti gtofed ; anct it has so rfehghted 

the queen, thal jrtie deohlres she Shall never forget the 
ohbgatKMi* I that thadame de Monaco 

has fioS^et sriit^se toy coliyliiiiemf on yoor account. 
1 a great ftliany visits and dviHties from 

Vftraiilles. My son is in eX^llent health. ,M. deTa- 
rann# is still In 'my son's a^y. They are at Phi- 
ltps|Nlurg» thi^Imperialists mpt very strong; yoa know, 
I suppose* that they have thrown n hridge mhross the 
Matne|. 1 found poot Guitaut ajghnted to death at this 
iiitaUigencot t tnMnlm have pre- 

v.aied on ^ the 

I had to healing iecond*hatrd nqt^a* and not 1>eing able 
to son thIfiM with my owneyee* l<h< atibft'Tdtu is very 
hind of mlame 4e Coalanges* but only iiU you re- 
tuin, ha lays; I sop almost every night with Jiar* M. 
de Coolanges* cabii^ is more biautifnl thatf'll Olrer 

your little are lu their (uil lustre* and 

very pfroncrly dIriniSra, Every one here entertahis the 
most 1 had almost sidd tender* 

remenibrandft of yoVt out Ibis lathr sentiment ought 
jffftt to he so geiiml. 1 emhracft M. de Grignsn* and 
wish him all happiiifps^ Brancas and M. de 

Caumaitiii are Sere, iht former embnees jou: the 
UUer dots nut embrace youjiltBt he has just had in 
adinirahh coineisation with the worthy M Minnf, 
to give hia son mstrui^ioDs with regard to the behaviour 
he IS to observe towards M. de Grignan. " ' • 

* Mndaoic <lc Monte^paii 

•|« Mum uj 2 > li\elv uikI He wa&onct iii tiu Iibi&r\ of a 

man u« 11 k w to b< of JcMt h (vtnuit ui He Rtnarl r<l on the in > 

I I l\i S ks, CO* c c f anus, til wbuh, hkt tint thci» i ho I« i tiu u , 

1 1 H I t emu I I ** \Mi it t'o I •■te i’trt ’ li n 

rt| 1 our “I ilou»* , ’ Ti^uiniii il t jit. i ‘ t \ 
IUlhw li laiiirs 
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LBTltR CCtXV. 

TO TRfi SASH* 

t 

Ptiii, 9lailiiig[^l9Qr(Mber lft» l07t< 

1 itcBivED my deAr chtid'i ion|$^ gnoJl, aihI dAlIgWul 
letter of the 5th imtant, by the chevalier de Chaomoiit. 
1 know the natuife of thte kihd of di8palcbe«j^4liey 
relioTe the heart; end ere tf^ntten with en Impctiicitt^^ 
that gtvii pleaifre to the writer. Of ell thoie to whom 
you wrHjl such packete, 1 certaiidy give them the beet 
reception, and em the mon ieteretHed id their^odtenti. 
1 ent er into alWoer fteidiflNH^ I ll^ih te I6e» to iiear» 
aiid'io be with you. I ifdl your Hit d lg |Htli our dear 
d^HncqueTdlc* whom you cannot lofe tqd well» be is 
very angry lliet yqn shodKI suHhr yonrse|| to he so fhr 
carried Away by resentaaent; he wmdd baTe yen ijieak 
amootiiiy and stah home, as your edversariei do; or tjT 
that appeal s a conduct too treMhdIous for you to adopt, 
he would hate >ou curb ydn^^Midtend yonrreAcnt- 
ment; would have you go on As && ifmhoni fretting 
and making >our8elf ill. he tO nteke 

open war, and, above ail, never ItfhfhH^ nrward M« de 
Pomponne in thingl tbit are wiittan to you prlvaiel|^ 
and of which the sotirc^ might he OAliitj'^rac^. TbSs 
would be to draw uppn ourselves ihe^hktied ef those 
who confide in oi^ nod prevent them tram ghriiig-^UA 
information in future: I entreat you to hf Wpry can* 
tiou^in this respect. If you imagine yotttAelf to be 
otiierwise than on a good footing m this pert of the 
world, ^ou are mistaken; we consider it, however, ab* 
solutely neces^ary that } uu should accompany MT, de 
Grignan. As to the coadjutor’s journey, we think 
may sene to amuse him agreeably enough, but that it 
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if not ftt all neetf^^ to fvfu iffiufs, and would thera- 
fort* be ridieofoua^nlldettakefi on that account If you 
LaiitH/t get leathi ti^ W<»ild be better not to let any of 
the ftiQiily appear, but ludbr every thing to remain 
quiet tiH your return. Tnu mtietd^[»eiid upon d'Uacque- 
viMe ai^ j^a ClUido> supported by M. ile Pomponne, to 
know imen it will be proper tb ask leave. The first 
president of Provence does not pass here for a nephew 
of M» Colbert's. 1 cannot think where you picked up 
the relationship; he b^the son of M. MariOf who bears 
the title of Chataigtiereb, and was intendant at Orleans; 
thin is all I know of him. I wrote you word that we 
h.ul paid him a visif; ht |s the person with whom you* 
nnist n gulatn. Be aaiured, my dear 

(*inUl, that hi be able to stand his 

ground firmly, unless by some fault of his own. 

\ou estimaie at a higher valde than we do, madame 
de lVI<]tttespBi|V present to madame de la Fayette. It 
ns,a luile \«nting>dei^ of St. Lucca wood, very prettily 
oinameiited indeed, and a plain crutiiix. As the fair 
UJy M fabd .oT bflia^Uraaght geiieroui), she arouses 
herself ip kind of presenth to the ladies 

« f her acqoalieiibuikm^ but 1 cannot see that it is of any 
great value or ooni^quencc to our friend. 1 have just 
feanied^that first president ia in no way related to 
JV|> Colb^, e|mi^ that iii% who is to marry the 

marquis^ d*til^pgde, is the daughter of his father’s third 
vtHht who was sibter to M, Colkiert of Torron; this is 
rtbeii^pedig^af* 

, Bui, my dear child, when I reflect that I a»«i t;roJiun- 
drud letW e'i from the field of battle; when 1 wake in 
the middle ¥ the night unable to close niy eyes after- 
.wards, I think of you, that luvUig no amusement, and 
heanu r of nothing dsc, you liave no rest, like me, and 
rtili certainly be ill. Would to heavcii you weie here 




with me! It iPookl be of fM^re to you than 

be;tig at Lambesc. M. tie ChanMiea % rotmed, but is 
to go again after the statjea^ the otheio remain at Co¬ 
logne *. M. de Lavardin callad to see mo during the 
short stay he made horn; that ii*aiiother friend whom 
I hhall bring into play at liis fotom. t neglect nothing 
with madatn* de Coolangesb and the ahbd dO ^Idtu; 
that channel is already taken care oi; and in our own 
hands; but it will be lougbefbte we shall bo able to 
uiulertake any thing decisive. 

M. Cbapelain is d) iug; he has had a sort of apo* 

plexy, which has taken away his speech; he confeased, 

by stjuei /.ing his confessor's haikl m answer to the 

queitt ons he pu| to him; be sits^ upright in his chair 

like a statue, ^lus doth Go^ hunthlo the pride of the 

philosopherf* 

* 

* Fnnce In^ at that time plcatpotendsrica it C(4(igi% It Sifiil at 
th« iMipnlstkii of p jcf. > 

^ ihie eatent ot hn «quaiiituce with the >< nc oa, trlildl tNSe'it 
that unit* little knnnn, ju«tly cAitainMl )ite aaitoe. He bad tMaklea 
rrluard tin situatiun ut tutor ti> tl»t> 4iati|mid Ihlt duNi|^ be iHvdaiiied 
huiiuura, he lovol tuftiiry. Tlin | liiltMopbn (i|ed iKVth tsieiity thuiiaafid 
crow lit. Anr( I >'< \ of iiii avaru.* are reii tidsd trhiA trou'tl thinr m 
comedy. 11c ditd tlir viciim of bit vk e. Oobtg W the aouiemy in the 
inidtt <»[ Hiiiti r, li> preferred walking liiroo^the watart V) pejitiK stri¬ 
fling sum t > i«ss (;▼( r tiy sMfSa < t a |>lsidl tbit hadl^a placed scium 
a ktrrani, md v' i n arrived at tin n ulinny liS SSjSMN diS |Esr» sad mt 
at tin iKMrtl, tO iiid- hit urtand lii t\ lioet. He gw* ean|^t S violent 
(ol 1, whu li urtaaioned hia (ksdl) ami gtvi rue to ifie eS|ireldoilf HSvsr 
pour poet died ao lich. 
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TWbj, ^^«vtinb«r 17> 1678. 

Ws' oialce the most here i|f the castle of jOfi^tnge. M. 
de Gmrdv, who knows it, is apprehtnsiet^ it i%i!l 
bold out longe/tban people imagine, so that If M. de 
OrigbM IS fortfuiaio to to^h thoweg^ip a short 

timiv it Witt iam^t greatijr re hts credit; and if the 
troops he has with hi^ifjhoiiid tkot prove sufiicient, no 
one Will be sttfprised^Jljd^dUa^, ncitr hlame 

upon him, eg^milidl also taikda of, winch 
by no means be tnfhng, add, lo short, all your friends, 
and they aie not a do their dtmost without being 
at tbejm any tln^ but to speak the troth. The 
fir|t pr^ident of thp court of aids was by my fire-side 
wheil tj^a abbe do tSfjrigpan came in from Venailles; 1 
wish >00 could how hraritU he entered into 

our iiitercats: 1 afii oertam he will not easily be the 
dupe of 

1 supped l)ailgeau at m^tme de Coul»Bge«*, 
where we had a great de i of j^versaiiun about you, 
he swtara if | | L|i |^ not mc» \ou at Atv he would ha\e 
taken ^ pV^MK h« " aid {, to (tiigidji; he had 
beep fiidtttimiiig )0U to her al^tbe way from Modena; 
tSe poor mmoc s h dieniltullv afflicted with a dysentery. 
Afialn^Vlt^gtaiid do not ^0 on as could t^ewished; 
Ok parnnneot i'* noffinid of this alliance, andT^ishes 


^id^friguei Mit) I r n Uil for (Iil hithop of MtrsciUn. 

Dsngesv Imirg concIuJtil liie itnnnage ot the pnncfss of 
Modini Hith dw duke of Yoik, had tic ch cf conduc her to 
Ei^land. 



for t ruptum iMt^reeti EqgltA an^ TbaiNi 

is itfuch uHc tL cassation W tSniKtf if ilMtk should 
take place, ydf Aiott not 

inf*. Your firat prealdtiit wilt iiNMtt t^Bnt T|« 
prince and the dole# iMi retniM^ Wkl^Qoarvine alio. 
A thousand compynkeiita a#atl jrotf Ihoiii madMQo da la 
Fayette*!!,, and the good fotki thdre, by wbom yott m 
miich-belofed and ^tteemed^^ 

r 

f 

0 d ^ V, 

TO TW 

1 AM jo«t feiomed, my fleef/RoaiverHaUle^ where 1 
have been, is it wevfb in a veiU J iiaVe seen nobody 
but M. de Pompomiet we dinedigdeiie with hM; his 
%% ife and 8ister*in-taw were at Pompeime. After dinner, 
we talked together a fell hour, coniidering and reason* 
ing upon what was to be done, ^ order to leave the 
a«senibiy at lib< rr\ to doUbeihm in l^lte of oppomtioo. 
You would have been ehermed with M. de Pomponne# 
if you had sccii how he entered into ell this rcaeoniiig, 
and into lire best phttii for your advantage. I never 
saw so excellent a ftiedd; for siic| t,b| 
to-day. After having placed diis''«pRii ^Iboiisand 
different points of MOip^d’jHiecquevilre dnd hjlk Wero of 
opinion, tliat we oufbtfCo watt till the lifga of Orange 
was ended, in order to make tli it a iavo mabh ^pmniott 
of reaucrin^ this opposition odious; and^s^jjgtiU l|ie 
opposition was hegno, tecausc it would ba timf 
then for Ins majesty to order it to be delt#eralea^^^ 

• CltArbs II. made peace wnli Holland, ih»* 19th Pehfuary, 1674, 
1 t rif ♦ i lo con ply wuh hii {ui lamctit ut declaring war <igiinft 

] ilIlCl 





Tti* 

They tliQitPi^J^^|Uti;1&'^^ak of ft at yreteiit, wouM ,be 
to not yet'tliien place, and 

which; place* *Ajic 1 as the affair 

of Ort^^Sl-ii^ry^'ia^l^peiises wilt not ap¬ 
pear tojHive SO miipft.weight, till its sipccess is known; 
anti there might be reMpn to fear ah unfavparable, or 
at least an indecisive, ahih^er: whereas there may be 
so deaterons a^^rti given to the affair in a few days 
thatyyuu may have reason to eiysect a saffsfactory ter- 
minaidon. iVL'de PompotmC^irery concerned at 
the excess your dfvifions areChvried to; he is persuaded 
that the intendunt wilt hinder the opposition; and that 
the asst mbiy will hpve ^gpitlom of (Mberation. ^ It is 
impossible to write iki stiHiger terms than he has written 
on this subject, even to the bishop of Marseilles himself. 
TTe resolves to br|ag>yriMi all together after the assembly 
is over,, end tb effect a perfect reconciliation httv^etii 
yOu. Leave it to him when it is proper to demaiid 
your conge. He thillks M* de Grignaii is long m set¬ 
ting nut for Oraipge; iOs the general subjittof con- 
versatKMi here ; and yoy^ tpe obliged to M. de Vivoiirie, 
and to ;M. cie (joriles,Tor not treating it as a trifle; and 
for saying, that if you should not succeejl with your 
piiiiiil «^iq|m^of I3ft|erians/htid your embroidered 
geuhry* %ho MUMifily for the decoration of the siege, 
U wo^t^;itot be at hli surpriidi|||^ that you will perhaps 
prhht ailditinnal troops; th^^e example of Treves 
shoM^a one may be a long time besieging a 

^{M^y ll^'^wii; ^;that the govemor^'of Orange is an 
vnMmilPier is not afVatd^ being hanged, who has 
)fii^Phdirjp3^en, tu enty plec^ of cannon, very little 
'grooiid to^d&md,' only one place of-entry, and a great 
provision of ^kowder and t'orn. This is what thes(> gen¬ 
tlemen lay, and what many echoes auswer; bu that M. 



focm a verjr fMltf^tdifon. ^ * * 


> 


All my firiaidt kll me^MUMiiui^thaildla Amid- 
sooie, they pevfectly teaze i Meve thoy M tA 
a loss for converNtdvih^vAtall nQrimor littkteyas wt 
quite sunk into my head; i have the Texaiidii not to Im 
able to sleep tilt GVe in the morping; and after all this 
they pretend to iidmirc me* ^ Cor friend d^Haiqiie^iite 
dues not write to-you this evening, but 1 fwad you the 
news he had wiitu.ii ft>r yon in the morning. Ijht i* 
pleased with our little 5oiirney, though we have done 
nothing. It u no easy matter to bu deteruimedi and 
lo know v\ hat we have to do. 

I tpld you that the prince* and the duke bis son, wore 
leturntd, very well plea.s(.d that your imagination is no 
long! r obliged to tra\el ovir Flanders lu search of them. 
Had iiie\ not already made an ample provision of 
liunis, tho*e tin v hive gatluiid this year would not 
bt HuOicient to dclLiid nr lo mloni them. Konii is taken: 
so fir so good M do Tnrciine is destmui to return 
home, and to put my son*i into wiiiior-quarUrs. 
All the officers s^y, Anicn. 

M. de la Rocht foucault does not stir ftNKn Versailles; 
the king sends for him, and niaUes him sit by m ulanie 
de Montespan to Inar the u luarsal of an opera, which 
wdl surpass alt that We ii tve yetol^^pgl, you must 
come and see it. We mahe no doubt of vour ubtaiiimg 
lease, nor of the necessity of \nur coming hither* Do 
not mgleet to consult ti r > m l|iitov i^oiui e^ery oc- 
cd.'tioo, lie il the source j^ood sense illd Wl|p e*pe. 
dients, and if he were nto m the house with ydljUij^ 
ought lu go in quest of hinii to tfie fathbest |i^ o( 
r* >vencc. 1 here arc occasions w | en Iris presence • 
uotil I pi rbaps have great < fh ct. 1 am persuaded that 
^ I p le nciihci hl^ tbilihcs nor Ins heilthto 
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ot coiiifrtl^ fe<t1ti »t im bai ipy 
Ai# tbr anr tgiMibiltBt^ between 

I _4-_?_._iU __ 


if It were oaly 
Iparnl doct te your 
^rMki iad ybur 1 dib ftot the only person 

who ibittbolime. Tf(b e^biibop of IMbeitae a» ■ great 
ecqufeition to you ; to othere acnd theft oompli* 
fliciits an(b|^bod withei to you> that I shuubf nbtor have 
fKmo if 1 were Iff OotanKrato tbpm I y^ to re- 
MoOtbet me ^to greet Md^ivuie ftoqueiemo: tell 
him he hea promifori not to Atget me. M de Grigiiaa 
and M. le Coadjutor, you db well to love me; but 1 
defy you both to lofe BUdame de Grignan bette r ^han. _ 
Ido. 


LET! IR CCLXVIII. 


TO THB BAMS. 


Ylvla, Fkndaj, Noteialier 94, 1679* 

I ASSURE your my d^ar, that 1 am very uneasy rtipect- 
ing your steg^fOrtmge: I fan have no peace till M. 
de Grignan hai extricated himself from thut ridiculous 
afiair. It wH thought here at i|Vtt, that no other am* 
muttltioii beblAk,|teted applet irould be wanting to 
Tanry on ihu siege. GoUlem|i^* said it was enly a 
ddrh a tingle edgibat between M. 9b Gr%naA and the 
goVt£lior of %Mige# and that M. 4b Ongnan ought to 

^.;flT|dss M rrrtuy1li|^IWiii|^ sad was ^ftenrardt 

.%WOachH.i>ie hit filth .^>uUe ui 

"Or la hoar, et m atm «i.J'artde plsu« 

T^Ani be (be OMSt, swi laaater ot the an of j coai s 




sil 
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We iie^e Um 

n<liculoiii wiiiilHiii} with 

her us.wi gee^, leia h^ tte 

It di pieMiiti atiJ people tihgin «6#t^ go llbfft om 
extri (lie to ayiothei^ ana lu nay, M* de <3ligiuaitii|| 
not MtoceOl in it j and oujjht not to undertelte 

to IViree Hre huediod men, vieH tiiriiiHlied with camioii* 


since hf {me no dtUcr^MtigiM thaostlMMe pitilul galhif* 
slaves, who alii not rtntiih OfCet<«led fefla «iege. t£i 
dahe anB M dc U Huchelhucaul are perauaded ht will 
BOt Micceed. You know fhe world in always in ex- 
traoietk The OTeni vniU dcieimnie every dilng: 1 wish 
It may prort- suu ensfnl. 1 can hive ne joy or Iran* 
(juiKity, tiU 1 kii >w the end of it. 

I have made your complfmenta to Braru as; he it 
persuaded, you uould not at present be proof againit 
any one, who could ofl^r yon the saflTrag* << of two con'* 
sals. Madame Colonne* Was found upon the Rhine fit 
a boat among some peasants; the Wit going i knew not 
whidier, into some lemote iiart ef Germany. Made- 
moiselte de ^leri informs me, |be has thd tiead-achi so 
M iiently ihlt she cannot writeyod: she ibfM lore 
begs me to make htf remenilntnces myoii. '1 hose 
you send me in yodir^leucrs mo so mtUmncty natural, 
that acarcely any thinfO|{wlt ^ked^of, but the excess 
of our aflhatioo. 1 liavt Ih my pocket, letters af M.da 
Couianges and of M* dMlaccpu villop which IfMi nf 
nothing buf meT It li true* i baHiis 
your fiiendsbip n*y j<^lh ll l Wl8lt r 


* Niece of cardhiei ^flaIla. tftl trf6 '# th^^iillkedtdttiS * 

Lu 0 jT". 
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thoiiid h^ve^iiope !||e. | f«lt it plainh, 

aiid the timlT U> idit; cannot com¬ 

prehend isn6|ri|m 1 soared in tlljBg it pass 40 
bWiltly^aw4y. fateful, 

slende# gtdfgaitfoiii* 1 i^0lji/kT that all my i 

will to yba predeeea tiothliig snb^tdiHiaft 1 am ash im< d 
of what yuo aay in tatarn; it ia true, my iriteniion i-* 
good* and this gives me IhWlinnes aoch happy turns ot 
cNpussion* when 1 am ipeaking of your interests, that 
if i had power or influence equal to my fluency of 
apeecb* they tftpnld have fuMte ejfec t. 

VVe were stopped slf>rl tfau^other day by M. Pom- 
ponne, who assured us that he hud written to the imen- 
dant, to desire that if^e could not prevent the opposi¬ 
tion, he would at lea«t leave to the assi mb'y the liberty 
of giving their opimons: we did not then dare to let 
him uiuit I stand that we disired something more. Put 
ns I am continually thinking on your aflairs, 1 told M. 
d’Hacqueviiie, that 1 desiied once for all to be able to 
form an opinion of the difllculty there w'ould be of 
sp aking to the kh^ ^ this aflan, in order 10 know 
\\ I* It 11 t^Iit be depei^ed on, and to endeavunr to get 
ill I lii> n thal^lMirvUude, >t Inch the bishop ot Manfeillts 
knous how lo fnake OM of in so generoui a manmt. 
M id line de |g Fayeit# encouraged us 111 this design ; 
an 1 lu-morrowuirenre meet ou^i he and 1 alone, with¬ 
out any fm lu 1 hilen^on thgad^^ine with M. de Pooi- 
poune, and ^ oiisideCMdiut tojif if wiU be proper to give 
t6 this Ihisiiiess. \\\ intend to go purely with this 
tfhgj^ view^. nHthOot admtuing % thought id* anv thing 
f'we shall see lMi|hei^|ppg nor queen ; 1 shall 
»«4no one but M ci 
tfify ^ ply our court well, «. 
seldom jffileiillf IsjpjflVetnflki^fyw dayi* after tu p ) 



MAftMII Dt ttVfQHt. 
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my devoirs. To-otnrrow the gr^ d*Uac<|ii«vtUe ftiyl 1 
are to lia?c oitj^'yoa in ovr ikiouglt^| I st^UI in 
the evening, and vviUe to ydit. « ^ 

I saw madaiho di^lilQattevrieM^ wi^whom I 
>11 i I threat de$! of ^gjl^niatiofi; %• told mt Bodiiiar 
V IS entirely in the iaieroit of bishop of Marteillea; 
I leplied I ditl not believo it| »fie assured ate that she 
knew It to be a fact; I aaid Wf should tee* »She told 
me a hundred little things, which ircitiUMl me exceed¬ 
ingly; but as you hav» no need of being provoked 
more than you have alreaily liecm, 1 shall not acquaint 
you with them. 

1 have never suflered more oneasincss than I now do, 
as well on account of the siege of Orengo, as your 
aliairs at the assembly; I ant more taken up with them 
than if 1 were with you. 

'1 he marquis de Souliers came to-day to see me, with 
little La Garde, who )s in my opinion very agreeabtq} 
\ou may tell inadarne la mesidenli What I sa) of him ; 
till V will all sn o t Hi a 1 think M. de Sou¬ 

liers is going to tnl 1 st under to| banner of St. tJiiula, 
and he wi I |ii ohably increase'tilt number of your onc- 
tnus. Farewell, my dear, till tounofvow eVetnn;, at 
my leturn fiom VemaiUes. 


VETtm CCtXlX- 

T^^THE SAM a, 

^ otR letter, my |||^‘ 

ol A conqueror, you liidiybonia ^9^«aeib||ftt vrhen you 
will, \ )IJ had gainMdlJ V ouqgmses. Vour enemies 
c lit. coiiioonded ; yjj|i saw ydS^b*^sbend go foith'at 
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the heed of 4he jfoq bresthed ao- 

UUbg >1^ io r Afi ym 4hc Oraiifa The 

son of Pf Ofl b ^ jlltt^ ates, et i«ast ia iH mendmn, the 
moit e bfljguf odi^ liuiiMHir shone 

forth Mi^ heaven pre> 

aenre yatt in tbkJ^pf Yon aie not 

to be blaartd'for in thb hgbt where }uu 

ace; nor aee we for mewi^'theni y»e lOrA dtftertnt 
one. You thin^ ^^Mvi^ge ie4n yenrihi^; we 
vrieb \i as and in (1*1 ^se are 

eiiaallj agem an but Mipfiosing 

money* which if Hj|^y|(M|^M'',kl*’aU Ikm things* 
tbeald deoeive iwifoi^aMdpPlig^ei* will then* I 

£uicy* agiee widi ns hf al add eaBhra<« 

rn^mymmL Y»u see^ 4a fMMbi* 9 ^«(bmk alike* 
on^accoont of tha 4bbMtihat*i|piraN*>'^il distaoce 
Mtedf this b iemiijlbet |4dfwyi*|ib 4iw>»beariog what 
iseaidi^KiiithetQhfeeb wlllwbeweveeb^eee* that 



dach party spealWj 
whid4*ay HHW 
think a* you m 
Many 
out of thg 
loss of tbiSlI&lo b 
to what b 
of laying all 
Chjgnipi’i ejcgeiigi 



|iui|||l4 » voe weie''berc* you 
were theie* wc should 

koeir how brill get 
. B*|li||r« me* the 

dtOeMAt^lfiect here 
slip no ep^rtonity 
id nijetilrp .to M* de 
zeal he dtetfi for bis 
ch be is &loved m hb 
and dor natural tones* 
My without vanit) * 
t^pay visit** in liic 
truce is talked <>t 


\V^ l?syin U 

MSHlIlM 
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and as M. de la tlMcs ftour paaaencft acoamrjr, 

be.perfecUy easj;fet|Mctiji^' the O^Mlof 
know bnw and wbeii to ask leataaf^ltlMMldt m }Ou. 
1 < in easily oda^prciljmkd tin ejqi •tefrf' thllftaf*: 1 
aJmiie the Waouaiil^d^v yaa ihmv 

\y money: I adimaetl vaxei l^jb any other peison { 
ior baaidat the reiaDiii r y dilr your pi ma o ce aa* 
ceuary, 1 have ipaa iJi fiaiMillr that aaak^ IM impa* 
tient for ya« la cadM tlin year/'’ The abbd k deairoM 
of aettliit^aneotuu^ witfi telfdlilg to my fpiardiam 
ship; now th» eao be dl4y ^ 
the parties fdty M ^mi will <*oiiie 

/ judge then of tlia »pliamfln ykh Vill give me m duiag 
It Btsidea, it iNMdd bp impvbinit to dplay oi 

futh importatK c. ThP abbe k old and mfonnt^iwl uiiy 
die suddenly^ m ^«Mpb cas^ ahmU not ktiow how M 
turn myaiK andalial|^bii ip #tl the ehfoettiiry 

of the Brejtnbi. I iMfHiliy Ito pHeee: ^^ 

interest, atel'af tKe |^A^4esina4fl|it!i to be lyuit of m 
important a charge* Yw^^Jjiifb tsma enoogb to 
conclude yoor assembly | I must entreat 

this Morlcof ^oiir eitoitiii* jhapl mayj^ in peace. ] 
leave yeur ofn kind ^arty tiiAlaiiilMfe tbk. 

llie quePi disinisaqd^l ||gMn|y||en : no 

one knows ^hy. It is'ifi j yndd gel tid ol 

one in paH^olar# and llbm ^ oStmeiion. iho 

pateed wkb giL Cudiiilton * w with ma« 

dame de fticbdtfod; La iSthi^i wUvibe mnifohakf 
La Mark ** v^itb madame de Crussol i lipdie and Dani- 
piere f return to Mpdad^4fjjk^jfoovfl^ is With bpr 
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ther« who hat u4cen her home with her; Lannoi iv 
goin^ to be ihorried, and stums quite happy; and as 
ffii Thdobonf, tJant} the will not remain on hand. 
This it all I kntinf of the afiaii at pretetit 
The ahb4 T^to is Tfry well pleased with what miu 
say to him tliioiigh toe: we oAen sup togetlu'r. You 
stond exceedingly well with the archbishop of Rhenns: 
inadame de C^ouhiiiges is tint quite on such a good loot¬ 
ing With the brother I of that pielate* you may look 
upon that channel as bt<]|>ped up. Brancas is quite in 
your inteiesC; and you arb belofed by madame de 
Vil'ars La Garde SBid I hare at length seen your first 
pri sident; he is a very well-mode man, and of a pleas- ^ 
mg rountenunce. Besont says, he would make an ex¬ 
cellent bnll-di^ li he wished to bite* He received us 
with great civility; we presented yottr and M. de 
Grignan's coniptim^nts to him. Some people say he 
will be a tum-coat, and love yon better than the bishop. 
lajlux let ammof kr^ux ktenttime §. Did I infoim 
you that the chevalier de Buous || was here ? he is just 
come from Bi^t» and In his wa\ passed through Vitr^, 
where he had an admbabfe coatersai ion with Rahuet; 
he asked who M. da Orignau was, and who I was. 
Rahuet luado atiswof^ ^at M. de Grignan was a taian < t 
distinction, a^ t^piracipal j^rson in Provence, but 
that It w'as at an tiMMsc di^Slmce; and that madame 
(meaning me) have ddne muoh better to ba\e 

roairieil her daugWr a little nearer Id Rennes. The 

^ iDiTcluonMi dv fdimifeiwi. 

<f«hKeriiacd» <!ountei.s d^dlOnfda. 

I TIm^ ndte ol todwe U^l^hitJl^n in, the will cam them 

H Csptuafiof I SMn of %ar, atiMbt'llMk toM. lie Gii:;i ai . 
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t.he^ alter t'l.is highly diverted with this account ol' the 
t.tinily. Ailioii, niy deaiv^t rhiki ; I am wholly yourt. 
This IS a tiiitli neatly akin to tint of two and two make 
• ir 


LETTER CCLXVIII. 


TO TH#iAiNk 

r4iii, PecenlMf l, 1679* 

1II siege of Oiange ia aa unpleatmtlt to me as it can* 
he to you ; n hat a ridlctilous and undertak¬ 

ing ! The only <,ood that T see in'St, is the proof it has 
u;ivcn ot tlie love and attachment the people of Pro- 
\eii(e b( u M. de Giignan, by the number and rank of 
tho^e that atund him on this expcdiliom This will ctkt 
his enemies to the soul; but stilFi let him do u hat be 
uilh the aflciiT will bring him neither profit nor fame, 
I heartily ivish it was once^wrll over, 

I Hipped with '2’ntnio's fair you may de¬ 

pend upon ii ^oii Mill be well defended, if you arc at¬ 
tacked III tliat (jiiartcr. She spoke Of you m t( rms oi 
thi‘ greatc * h gaid and nfibetioir* She declaiud '•he had 
u> \ei met with any one who aaOomplefely suited liei 
taste as } out self, and that no exceed you in 

amiableiu ss of mind and beauty of persob. Mif cx- 
pre'S'^ed L'leat regret at your ahseilCc« pud in a mu^ not 
to h( >. pccied. Her brother is not at allja modnine 
df (’«.uiiii.,» >’ good grares. Volonnc has pul^9sec|ilPur- 
•t.jii’N plai oi m utie-d’iiotel to Madame t thhtyii) a tery 
I •' ( v'hlishmeni; and thus has Providence seen 

< I dame dc Volonnc. It ss certain that 
‘>[l. Monte<;pjii), iirKBngthequeenV bed-cluua- 
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bcr a den of hydras, thought il the surest way to ct * 
them of! 3 i odcl iiat does not happen to ma> 
perliaps happen to>nioi low. 

It IS affirmed* that M. dc \i\onne has the post of 
colonel-general of iht Swiss guards*; and M «’t Mo¬ 
naco IS named to succeed him as g* neral of tht g'i h \ s. 
I did not tell you how well 1 was received L y the wife 
of the latter upon your account 'Ihc Hv w opi t a is in 
the highest vc^e; eveiy creature you ircit is sjngmg 
pat:t of it. TIm king declaied the otlier day* tint if 
he were at Paris, he would not miss a night a declai a- 
tion which will be woitli a hundred thous. nd francs to 
Baptiste f. 

M. de Turemie bae obtained leave of absence, and 
his army is going into winui-quarters. 1 shall ex¬ 
pect your brollier now eveiy dav, and your ladyship a 
shoit tiint afterwards, if you base ever so little value 
for me. The abb6 litu leti slip no opportunity of 
rendering }0u erviee Tie ieatiothci of those 1 have 
undeceived. M v sweet child, be can iul of youi health, 
above all things endeavoui to sleep, b^ haniiihing 
at night c\ery thought that mi^ tend to keep you 
awake. 

V 1 hi« post, which vw meant by die deadi of the count dc SoisMiru, 
«'is a short tune afienmda given to tlie duke de Marne, from whom it 
desrn ' to the prmce ds Don bts, his son 

f ) 
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ro TflE SAME. 

Pifb, Fridiv, December 4) 1673. 

1 AM at length rniieved by haring the sieg^ of Orange 
taken oft uiv niind: it wttt till tfdtKttonal Yoad to the 
burden that (>|>prei3CM me. Nothing now remains but 
the '•yndical war; 1 wish it was over. I suppose you 
will not delay entering ujKin it, now the tittle battle of 
Orange is gained. You cannot think what eagerness 
there wa** to be informed ot' the success of this curioiw 
siege. It was talkeil of in the fn*^ rank of news, f 
einhracT the cotnineror of Orangi-, but shall make tiioi 
iM) other coinpliiitent than that of assuring him that it. 
is with real joy I find tiiis little adventure has taken so 
happy a turn: 1 hrartHy wish he may meet with the 
came suceess in all he undertakus, and c-rnbrace him 
With iiiv whule The attliC’biTient of the nobility 

to hiHi i.' truly deiightfiii: t’eW persons could boast so 
imnit rous a train at so short a %nrning. M. de la 
(iarde i-. jii^t set out to know'^#lhiit ia said of ihn con- 
r|tiest oi fhange: he is loaded with our instructions, 
and with good sense and'affection fbr us. lyilacquc- 
ville sends me w’ord, that he would advise M. de Crignan 
to write to the king ; I wish better was, by virtue 
of in.igK', already in the liands of Af. de Potn^ORnc, 
or M. tic la Garde, for I «ni afraid lest it .should liut 
rooie c’.t a fjivouraliTe time. Tlic .business of the syn* 
dicship has taUon po.sHc9tion of my brain, since the 
>icgi* of Orange has left it. • ' . 

W'e slipped again yesterday with roadame de Scar- 
i ‘>n and thf ahbe Te*u, atiivudatn'* de Coulanges*. We 
1 .fi :i gifc;\* di al of chat, whir h you had your share. 
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Wo tool* It into cusr htaH'* to c</nHucl inaflaiiir ile .Scar» 
mil home, at iiiulniuht, to ilio vory fariliesl einl of the 
I'auxbourg St. (tormaiii, a un-at way l)i-yond ntadama 
do la Fayette’s, almost as far as Vaugirard, and fjmtr. in 
the country, where she lives, in a large handsome 
house the entrance .of which is forbidden to every 
one, with a large garden, and beautiful atid.s[)aciuu.s 
apartments : she has an el|tiipa!. <‘, servants, and a gen¬ 
teel table ; dresses neatly hut ologaiitly in the style of 
a woman who associates with people of rank : sh<* is 
amiable, handfome, good, free fiom ail'ectation, and, in 
a word, an excellent coin|)anion. We returned very 
nierrily, in the midst of a number of llanibcunx, and in 
full security from thieve.**. 

Madame d’ilcudicourt f is gone to pay her court. 
It is a long time since she was seen in this pun of the 
W'orld. Kvery one thinks, that if she were not with 
child she would soon resume her former funiiliarltics ; 
and it is therefore imagined that madaine iScarron has 
110 lunger so great a resciitiiient against her a.s firitu riy. 
Her return however was brought ahum hy other peojde, 
and is merely tolerated. The httic d'llendiroun J is 
a.s hand.somc as an npigel; she has been of iier own 
head at court for week past, and always keeps close 
to the king; this little creature enli^ens every one by 
her prestMice : .she is the prettiest piece of coquetry 
that ever was seen—she hut five \ears old, yet !»he 
knows as much of the Coiift as thu>e who have been 
there all their lives. 

Some one told the dauphin the other day, that there 
was a man in Paris, who had lately exhibited an extra- 

, f^Tlic hoiiic whfrr ihr kind's t hililrcn hy in.iiiame fie Montespun 
were brought up, uiulcr the ctrr of tiiailaiue cle Scarruu dieir go\crncss. 

^ Uounc de l*ons inarcluonef^ irtleuduoun. 

^ Aftervards the marcluouess de .Mcll^juu. 
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or^liii.irx' niece* of wkm;ins!ii|), wiiicti was a little cart 
ii\ tl*. .is : th>.* il iMjiimi, tinning to the jirmei* oi 
(out', -lul, •• \\ tin il<> \'iM tlimk. I'oiijiin, tiiaclc the 
li.imi';, Oil,'* ii jjiieil llir piilicr, ‘'some Kpidor 
oi' the nen;li!'Mir hdiiti/’ W.is iit»i this gootl ? The 
ijun n’-! maul' 'till • .I'lLiniw; ths|ieritc(l ; it is 8»ii«l they 
intend to muh" ' • ot the|>alace, ot‘^the hed>chanibur« 
anil III'(‘It ; lU s«.t\e inHtee.ld of maids of honour. The 
\ii.i < , .er. >!i I e rfihif •'.! to four of (lie |>alace» 

o ill h tin; pntieess d'Harcourt, njedaiiie dc Sou- 

h e. .n.u! .ni< di li'unlion. and tnad.iRiu de Koehefort; 
but n<-iii i.^ i' ceit.itri ye». Adieu, my dear cliild. 1 
i\( ii.'l li.oe eonh ^>'-d v ^lerdiiv, hjut a vefy nhle and 
gor».! inan rernst I ’m- .i * nltjiin.i, on account oftny en- 
mitv in tne : if yo ir runicaikOrs do not treat you 

in the't.niio V , i!i< y nc ignorant people, and know 
nothing ot lln-n (hiiv. 

.Madame dr Coiii.niges embraces von. She wished 
to to you to-d.t\ ; she continues to render you all 

the m I'm* e III her power, and suflers no opportunity to 
pass (inunprnvi'd. .She is heartily rejoiced at the taking 
of tJr.mgr. .sin* goi s iiri.v aad.jdken to court, hut never 
without .s<iv ing something huTid^in<i^i|f you. 


Li.rn:R cclxx. 

^ ' 

lo rifB s\wF.. 

' , I’urh, Frliliy, 9, lfi7a. 

1 \;’i. “.r begin, my de.ir rhihl, by telling you of the 
Ml Mill 1*1' the count Me <Mii( le- ; ttiis the cinef subject 
(M coriversAtion .it prt->.eiil. i'lie jjoor youth died'of 
'sukne.ss and tit gne in M. Me Tureime’s army; the news 
r.imi- (j.i rui_-,May moi'Uing. h.ithcr Bourdaloiie went 
10 ac|i.tmt the marshal de < jiauiinont with itj who 
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fcafni it the moment he saiv him, kncrH'iug the decliu- 
ing state of his son. He ma<ie every eke go out el' bis 
chamber, which was a little apartment near the conrcirt 
of the Caputihins, and as soon as he feand himsell’ 
alone with Bourdalouc. he threw himself upon his neck, 
that he guessed but too well what Im had to 
tell him; that it was hii di^illi-atroke. and thi^^e rc- 
ciiisred it as sud^^from th%^ hand of t^od ; that he lost 
the true, the only object of his tenderness and natural 
ail^tjon; that hk bad never experienced any real joy, 
or violent grid^.but tj^ough bia son, who was not a 
common chanhotec. He threw himself-on a hed, unable 
to support his grief, but sK^out weeping, for this is a 
situation that dl^ies the relief of tears. ' diourdalnue 
w^)t» but had not yet tpoken a word. At last be began 
to comfort hini with religious disennrsf;, in which he 
employed his well known zeal and eloquence. 'I'hev 
mere six hours together; after which iloindaiohf, t(; 
■ndttce bim to make a complete sacrifict*, led him to the 
chufch of these good Capnciiins, where s’igib werv: said 
for his sen. He entered the cliurdi fainting ami tivm- 
blUkg, supported the crowd that pressed round 

him on every' sid ia thk^ tb ^ his feet; his f'tce wdi sr> 
much disfiguren vtrith grief, that he couhl M.ucely he 
known. The duke saw him in this lameiii iMe condi¬ 
tion, and related it to at m.uiamc de la I’ayi tti ’s, 
with tears. The p«)or nmr|lial returiud at la.st to hi.s 
little apartmenti w'berc lie remains tike a man iiiider 
seutmice of deatfh The king has written to him. Mo 
one is admitted to see him. Madame dc Monaco * is 
IHttpnso^le, and refuses to si e company. Muilame dp 
is likewi.'>c incapable of receiving comfort; 



riihcrintChsrUttlljifr •I'lnnnniiTntt >i itfrVk lh" (cc.^trL- Guii-l'/- 
Muria Cliarlo(t« tie Cii&ipIiihu, •i»teHn-!.tw i<t uic ^otin:. 
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but it is only because she is not at all grieved. Damt 
you Momler at her good fortune? Slie is in a moment 
bocoine duchess of CIrainuiont. 'riie clianceUor*s lady* 
transport!^, with joy : the eouDt<"w de liuiche^ bc- 
batses admirably well; she u hen they tell her all 

ihejtitid^hiiigs her imsband said, and the excuses 
inafkr^i^ter when be waa^dytng. He was m very 
auiiam man/^ she say#*; I siiouldsjiavc loved him 
pusvioiian ly, if he hadloeel^if in tboidighleM degree^ 
1 ''Uiiercd his contempt with grief, i|||d,hts death 
fects me with pity; 1 always i^ied bjtl%ou1d change 
his sent iinenu with rcgacd to Me.’" Tldl is certainly 
true ; there is not the kail %Aion in it. Madame de 
Vcriieuil X fdak real concern 6n ^hl^^i^a^in* 1 be¬ 
lieve it will be saflkit‘ntj if you only daairc me to make 

•• • 

ynur compliments to her; lo you Hhed only write to 
the countess de (hiiche, lo madanic de Monaco, and 
niadamc de Louvigni. The gli|d d’liacqucville baa 
been desired to go to b'rase, thirty leagues from hence, 
to tell the news to mndamc da Grammont, and to carry 
her a h tter wntleii l)y tlic^oor ybnth a little before he 
died. He made a full confession of the faults 
past life, a<1crd pardon publicly^^c^jitt to tclV^||lii| 
a great many things whidh may eMMi him'; m3 
word, he < in led tile comedy weH,. and has lellt 
aiul a bappy widow'^. The chancettor’K lady is soi 


* (li.M''«‘livr 'Sqguier« amd grandiBodier to dit 

coillltfs i!'; <iuii*Iir.* ^ t 

3 Luuirii Sus-in He Ih>thuive Siitli. 

I ( H.* .'sTgiiif-r, trioilicf to the ctiunteM He Chnrhe: die fiiiit 

marriid tlu'dukc'He .bulii, .itiH aluTHania Henry 4e BaurbUAjp duke de 
Vi rm-.i-i. , 

k She me I'-i! .uU to tit** duke delai4h^kJ|jtoS« The 
count dp Ciaidii' tin; fover of Hend^tl^llfllVmhhd. He 

zUo cciu-rrd into the kungucflef IMvde a bril* 
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scJisibic, she the Iift*c happiness ihi> |)(«ir I.uIn 

must li.ivc had ill htr mai'n.icjt, that slit- thinks of no¬ 
thing but i'<‘[)airing this ini'Klortune. We aif iU a loss f(»r 
a proper nialoli loi h( r. \'oii \iill pei liapa nainu fur hci 
M. tie Marsilliic, a*. «c did; but thcv <io no! like each 
other: the other dukes are too votlliL^ M. de i out is 
^'destined for niadeinoiselle de Uo(|iielauM‘. Think a little 
for us for the ^air is pressing. I have sent you, rny 
dear child, a tedious aeohhiu, but you souir-t'nies tell 
ine you like ndfi|itrnes». 

7'he Orange business sourul.s «cll hero iVn M. dc (ii;- 
gnnii. 'J'iie great niiiT^ r of the nubility ih.ii t'olluuid 
him solely oil account ^Jf their aitachnuait to huu, tin* 
vast expense,'and ha(il|iry fcrmiiiailon, are a ‘;uat l‘='- 
iiour to M. de Orignau, and a gr< .a joy to fririid', 
whoareiiot inconsidt'rabic lu re: this gt iicral i.ppiohniiuii 
is very gratifying. 'I he king ^aid ai sujip< r, •“ (tr.ui'^c 
is taken; Urignaii had seven hnndied gentlLincn vmiIi 
bim; they iired from viiiJiin the Mail.>, and the thud 
day they surrendered. 1 am very \>ell pleastd uitli 
Grignan.** This was^repeated to me; La (j.iiJt- can 
recite it with greater e.xacUics'. 

.As fur your Web bishop of Kheini*^, 1 do not know 
what to make 0, him. ',.La Garde meniiuiud to him the 
e.\pensni This is always the story,” s.nd ! < ; “ peo¬ 
ple love to coniplaiit.”,—“ I'mJ, *'«’»” saul La..Gaiiie, 
** JVl. de Grignan conld'not .ivi'id h, iii!.:: at a gn :.! t 
^pense, considering ilie nuhtber of gentienuii uhu n-'- 
seinbled for hishi^e.”—“ Yjpo .should say, for the ^'.i - 
vice of the king.*^—That is true, Mr,” said he, ‘‘J :.' 
it was all volunurv; ilieir de'-i^n w,i> to obILe .M. de 
Grignati by serving the kin^.”—Ihn, my dear, jI In i> 

nl i\.> him w.!' I'.'ril ,!if pastnifp of 
und niTO as lie mmIiU' 
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nolliiiT^; you know he is in other respect!* a 
t'gend ; l)ti\ then; are days uhen llie spleen prevails, 
ami tliose days are unlucky. Say noihiiig u> me against 
Vour lelterM. W’t soon times ihmk «»ur letters are bad, 
becaii-'e we have a thousand tMinlVised ideas; hut this 
confii'.on is in the head, while the letter is clear and 
natural:..this is the character of yours, and they are 
scunetinics so entertaining, that those to whom I do the 
licie ur ol'slKiwiiig them aren^ttilc delighted. ‘ 

I liavi- news from our stales ol Botany. The mav* 
(juis d*‘ t'ljeiijueii has thought fit to attack M. d’llar* 
roiiis; he was pleased to say, 4bat he alone was rich, 
\vtnli‘ all Uutaiiy was oppressed witlf^oVfrty; and that 
he knew’ persons mueli fitter to ^fill that‘tpoat than he. 
M. Buurherat, M. dc l^ivurdin, and the whole province, 
were leady to stone hint; tliey w^e perfectly struck 
with liorrur at his ingr.ititiidp, for he owes a thousand 
ohhgaiioiis to !M. d'll.iroqis. In^oonsequencc of thil^ 
hi- Ills receutd a leili r from M. de Rohan, ordering 
ii’in to go to I'aris, for that >M. 00 (.'haulnes was com* 
iiii>.»<i)Ui il lo foi 1 ) 1(1 hill) to it(' pruieni at. the stated so 
lied.-ap, «.ii(d tlie evening liefore llie^overnor arrived; 
and lie remains in disgi ice ih* ro for his wicked accii- 
salion a.'aii '^r M. d’Harouis. Thisr>-^|l|^fdear, is what 
vour of goveroor*s lady (^^Rritaiiy ohiiget me to 
inform you of. 

I have |uh! ^een M. de Poniponne: lie W'as alone. I 
w's two iiours with him and mademoiselle Ijavocat, 
who is very pretty: we re|<l some ofj^ur letters with 
jile.isure. 'You an* admiit'd both frif^onr style and the 
ii:*t're>t you take in certain affairH. M. de Pojnponric 
cii^iiy understood w tint it w .n we desired of him. W<Te 
I i(. •cU you the many h ttuiooiinj: ‘*>ld ^|li|dng,things 
that w'ere said of you, and the dclu|hifi|P^|||Venation8 
I have iiad with this minister,' not in my 
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desk nould nuQioc I am ptrfciiU satisfied iiiiu lnm, 
aiid 1 desire you lo bt t.o U|/oii nis account ^f bun, lu 
fwll be much pleased lo sec jou, and dapesdsmuch upon 
your return Adau, nij dear child, I c\|>ecl }our 
brother every day, and 1 evisji ior ictiers from ^oll 
atery hour. 


LEftER CrLXXl 

TO Tni SSME. 

I'arif, MoiWb}, Drc IJ, 10“4 

1 AM juit nituij||n|ed#iani Germain, is here 1 hav< been 
two wholedaya wUh #klame de Coulanges at M. dc la 
Rocheloucault'a. in Itie eiiinnt; wc ssint to pay our 
court to thif qudien^ is^#aid a thousand obliging thiiigi* 
to mektf you . but to tnumeiate all tlie how- 

do*8 and coili|duboi^'^iai 1 hnd, both trom men 
cad women, oldf^and youi^ who crowd about me to in- 
j^llpre after you, 1 stipild have to n ime the’ whole court 
Jlind how does malune de Grignan do ? and w hen 
will site return (Uk) ^ In short, onI\ hgiire me 
to yourscli, in qf a crowd ol idle people, who, 

havuig iiothin||alM toj^, would^tvery one ask me some 
^eatiui. BO that 4 WQpr<tn 4 uen|ly obliged to answer 
twenty at oDce Ij^ned with madamd de Lo^tois: it 
evaa who should bellM^rst to insiu me 1 would hate 
Ntumed veejf^y, were sto(^d by force to su(i 

with M. dfe h td^jpochanUd apartments w itii 

Miadame dc madame Scarroi^ the duke, M 

de la w>dMlouctult, dc Visomie, imd « band ol 
^^teavenfy music* Jhis mormngf, w4ii dindh ado, we 

A ya j pfc ^ naMPp is the n^s if the day 
at St. cbieatier de VdMoae, and M. dc 
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Vixof^o, are thr humble seivant:» of madamc dc 
'I^Ik c'ht 4 .ilit'rVxpii sstici C^Kish of corii(>ellmg de 
Vi\ oiitio to resign his prermsioni. But on h tiat grounds? 
Ilf \\.i> .iNktul. Whv, he ivouhf fight M. dt* Vivonne. 
Thf \ IsiijIkhI nt htni. I|^ wttn, hovfwer, no loke* be 
sai 1; nn d tight him: elii^e mounted lus hufte^ 
to t.ikc the field. IVit the Ixm of the story igas 
tonne’s reply lo llie pertum bHn the chi3* 

lengf Ilf niK connned to^isTOom hy a wound in his 
arm, .ui I ifCfiving the eondolfiice the whole HI* 
igTKiiaiiT of thf threat of hr» HNrah *'I, gentlemen,*' 
h>, '' I tigHI' Ide in.n fight if he pleaaoa, but I 
der\ luin to inAf me figlit« l«ei bhn his4iie|ddef 
broken, let the Hurgfou mnke l||rnt]tb.fiieiskiks In his 
arm, iiitl tUcii*'—it nas thought he wus going to tsy# 
we '*mnd then,’* aatd hc<*'’;||crhsps we msy 

bffi lends. But the man moSt fm jesting tujKttlk of 
tiring at me! A pretty pnq ji ct, "Sight as w^ 

Are at t le dooi ot a house JI|Deiit,'%ouree#r» havtn^ 
saved Ins tiferin criming the Rhtiifi*^nd wiH do no mogS 
sue b generous actituui, till 1 hg||jf |he nativity ogjjg ttf 
those 1 intend to omnst Would Wfjp have th<Night« 
when 1 wsu n iiioantiHg this felldhPlN^^t^ t-hst a 
few weeks afterward! would Wl^tj|Cd|||^t me through 
the head foi my kinlips-'! f** from thf tone 

and manner inivlikh iC nas bad ao droll an 

•ffcLt, (liat nothing tlse is talktdLJKat St. Germain. 

1 lound ybof sit^jgf ^ magnified 

at oonit: the k^g Imd gMiyP>W||||fy agreeably, 
and iteiia«tlH||(lyt highy^ fjjnl^p l IM ft & de Gri* 
gi»ai», thaii, wMfknt ihc kingvlmnipi mh fcfn. foU 
loi\ htm, ig|l^l||!ndiiid genticfOi n iM^anaem* 

bled o^n ^i i hyw ftn; for the 
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hutuiml, fvi'iy (»iic t !'i* Stiiil M\tn handled; H "*•' 
cJ, with a laugh, that two htiidrctl litters al^o followt'd 
liiin ; but it is ihuiiglit, .MTiou^iy, that few j^ott ruois 
could have obtained such a rtaiime. 

1 have had two hours’conversation at two dliUrctit 
times witlt M. de |^*oq[i|M)nne. lie exceeds iny most 
'tangu^ie hopes. Maicl^nioisene In\<nat is in our con¬ 
fidence : fllie is a very amiable girl. She knows all our 
afiairs—the buHness'^r the syndic, of the imu uratbi, 
.Mr gratuity, opposition deliberation, &c. as well as she 
does the map of the Mepirc, and the inli rest of princt ^; 
that is, she has them at her finger’s^ml : we call hir 
the lUtU minisier. We havo interlude's in our eonver- 
satiniis, which de flashes ot rhetoric 

to .secure the good humour of llic audience. 'Du re are 
some poinU in yotir letters 1 e.uinot reply to : we olu-n 
answerjridiculotisly wheawe write from such adisniK-e. 
Vou L’liow how grjeved we once were at the loss of some 
tOW'n, when tb#y had bd^ rejoicing for ten days at 
Parie because the )i?ihce of Orange had laised the siege : 
but thin is olie of thw^vils of distance. Adieu, iu\ he- 
loved child : T wnt^mce you vtu y aficctiunately. 


iSraiii ccLmi. 

SAMK. 

Wris, TueKiw»0ei . lOM. 

'Vl’iiEN ] told%l|||||i||ld you would not be 

the less usietipQpIl^l^^^ in|f%lCTeat enough to 
cleclIilQnl^ ol£oiS%l||i, and endemmured to make 
the point of as }iitle4Mil^||||^lliee as po-si- 

bltei be MMB^ itwas the efie0 of mere ^licy,' and of 
e piwilM|HHH||8p Irntwecw^lB here, tlitt in case you 
failed, vexation ; but 
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now l>i\t I tiini by y<»»r leitcr you have gained tlie vic¬ 
tor y, and have come o(l’triumphant, I will candiiily own 
to vni), thal it is the most tortnnati' ( irriiinstaiict' in the 
world that yon have carri(‘d your |Mnnt in spite of the 
vigilance, precanlion, entreaties, menaces, solicitations, 
briho, and boastings, of your enemies; it is in truth 
fiehghitui, and shoves, as well as the atthir of yran^, 
how highly M. dc (irigiiati is esteemed in his province. 
M. dc Pompoiiiie, d*llncipieville,1^raiicas, the (frigiiaii|, 
and many of your friends were particulHrly anxious •»%» 
the issue ol this alFair ; and welW far from considering 
it HI so indiHerent a liglit as I wished you to think they 
did. But this was only put on, as i told you bifcfbre, to 
support your courage in case oC a defeat.'' '|)|(,f|demoi- 
selle I.avocat is full of this business; and, to tell yon the 
truth, I liave sent the two first sheets of your letter to 
M. de Pompoiiiic, and d'riaci|uevilie, who was with 
him, for tiic purpose of givinglAiem pleasure. Do not 
think, therefore, that we s«e tjihigs so very diHermtiy 
from you; every thing in which,honour is concernetl 
is seen alike in all countries. Be iio^ aiigi^ with us ; 
applaud onr good iiitentions ; and hiwitve that we are 
iuliy of your npinion, and I in paoMnU^f ^’ho have no 
other. ^ 

You gi\c me sufficiently ifl^ndehttiMid the obstacles 
that may obstruct your jourBi|||f.to but when 1, 

ri lit (t th'ii the cviadjulor is reai|y|||^ set out, he who had 
iliHposeduf his abUy fur L^cyHP***** *tfb(l^w’as for turn¬ 
ing off alt his servants'ond%irai|ife|^to live a retired 
country life, uod ta.ste tHh CiveeUvo^L'^pare air ; when 
1 ^i*e him, I say, ready to oiiejfthc f^mmons, Iffid exert 
a kind of WHigl^Sj^ against ail cihjcctiotiH; 1 cannot help 
(\ porting'soothing of .the same kind from you j and 
Mils year orhoM-r. This i.s how be 
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victorious in every respect, anM will thoroughly c-flTiice 
the txcliisieli cf your fnend at Inst. 

1 dined yesterday with the duke, M. de hi Rorliefou- 
caiilt, rnadaine de Thienges, madaine de la Fayene, nia- 
Uame de Coy^ngeStthe abbe 'i'fttu, M. de Mar.srilac, nml 
GuillLM'agiif^, atGoorvdle's. You were celebrated there, 
and n^^ch wished for by all parLie.s. After dinner wc 
nrere atiturlatiMd wiibJUle«r>r6aux*K Art of PoetiA': it ii« 
a^maater^pme *. Mfde la Hochcfoucault has obtained 
laj^hef favovi;|elian# glbodailoaticm for bis son: he call¬ 
ed the other day at iwbl am e de Montc&pan*s, hen tlM*re 
was a coTicert; ilwy nisiWed upon his stu\mg; could 
they aftrid it ? iModame de la layette Nei*s tnadamt; de 
Mont^l^ ^fer la (|iiafter of an hour, wht'n she gnee 
once a month ta^ St. (aptmiain : this is no great lavoar» 
in my opinioii. ’nie^evalier de W-ndonte has desiped 
tiuarter of M.de VivMlIe* who has never ceased lashing 
ftdm for bis oiisplaoed but always by derlaring 

hU ownaveniieil it has been granted, and 

they bva recoactled^'jmd no more is said of tl»« aHuir. 
Soyecourtf avked Vlionne yesterday, when the king 
was to go a *' When,'* replied Vtvuiine $ 

smartly, ** are ||i|ypslleys to saiF?" 1 am upon very 
good terms with tmS general; he does igit thmk he shall 
have the Swissiptbirals^ § : lie|iii|asi did, that they 
^were $peakittg ywianie de la Valiere talks no 

more of retiriiig^|;^H||h>ugh to have said it once : be- 
aides» her JlVet to dissaide her truin 

it ; and then, tias no resisting. ^ 

jun fvitlikd friiin%WhbiBg litfdiinr 


apHgsdininiiile vurii, begun in ll>69» did 
^llPt grand'feiieur ur rhief huanuMn to 
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ia marVcIwile dc (■i.utriiniK with tli* ii(U> ci the di ath 
ni^thc count Je Oiiu lit’; and is hi <i'>cil ^ > miucIi alU'Ot* 
rd at It, that he is f|(iiU’ niitrt foi emit; an\ : 1 luucli 
duuht whtthrr he will write* to yiu lOii>chi> La <tarde 
constantly wishes you to come, even 
Crn^maii ; and as to that, I reft &^yoil to ■Au’lti.uk art of 
the cotid|iiUic, ol which I In^are toM you: ypi,4WO 
clever, and w'lll act a diilcoMt o 

lady of eighteen, rorbinelh it bft; hc%ataMna|^t 
about your atUirt as lie voMatOMpia^* We ih«U4i|l 
iraiispoited s\ith joy at the aywH^iUld wlwpii virc iiase 
carried it with a high hand, they piay talk ni reooncih* 
atioti as much as they ploase: we must lie utiM and • 
gentle alter victory. Despreaus will MshwH ^||l w'ith 
lilt verses; he seeins greatly afihifeod at IhO simation of 
poor Chapeltiii. I tell him he b^^oMlor in proto, bu4 
very criH,*! in ver^e *. Adieib xdiiltL Hew 

much should 1 be obliged if you wooM eomo 

and embrace me ! There 

Ill Britany'. You are wiarr thaii'||pe •rOt Bdfty hat 
bad orders to return to Burgiifli|||p| iiti has not been 
able niahe peace with his (irini^ai OiiHOilpii; he eon* 
’.I Hues obstinately bnmt upon marlydl[|n hit daughter to 
die count de M^igoa t • >t hke Joining hunger and 
<*111 St together; bvdm ^ oii(’Hl||hrd W{||| the aame. I 
rypectiny ton every oionieBt. 

« 
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t 
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LETTER CCLXXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Monday, Dec. 18, I 673 . 

jrvui icLtcfS with real impatience. I cannot 
be (Sa8y^.iifl;j^e ma]^i^i^derBuous^ is confirmed syndic: 
1 am in greu hopeii^il but as 1 am strangely sub- 
j^t<, to Tears, I>ihonUy>e jMbartily glad it were decided. 
I saw M. de PompomR'ibr two hours at Paris: he bears 
very patiently myf l^g conversations, and appears to 
like the tnedliby of Which they are compostd : he does 
not 8cp[^;to iiay l^t he wishes M. de Buous to be 
syndic, that it'appeiyll^ him to be just and rcasonalite, 
and that M. deOligm^ would have great capsc of com¬ 
plaint if, after what^pll p^sed at court, lie had this 
morttiiemtion t 9 ^^^ovence. lie likes your 

letterSj, he e||;p|^f:^^p«^i^ires you; he .sees plainjy 
the power Provence over the nobility, the 

parlianWnt, and thiflpiercnt cemmunitirs, and will take 
clifh^o rcpjiifi^etH jt^^^roper place. 

M. de £<rt3hf^j^^|md many otNvnfi^are returned: it 
is said he complains tluu the Torrent destroyed the 
good conduct I# the liHt, and giv^bdr a manner very 
dillerept alfectran whic^ so well became 

her. . La ie arrived, desii^ me to say a 

thousand wri^i^ something kind 

for me to madame la mar^chale 

de Gr ^ .mo jBSpfet)un|jBTOiche is aH^dy fbi^otten; 
it is jVNact ihsilr th^ Torrent has resumed her usual 

.* (Je Pontevez marquis de Buous, cousin to M. de 

Grignan. m , ' 

*{• Apipurett^^y^^tlSlw means his wife; and in that dse the Torrent 
must he1|bimm^P*fi!lbnaco her 



305 


MAD\MF. DE SEVlCNE, 


course: thiii !.> a ^ooil country for forgetting people. 
l*liavc \cry iriucii conniKMided to madeiuoiselle de 
Scudery the handsome [)r()ceeding.^|^ IM. de Peruis. 
(luiLiuL has dined with nic | Iro^H^id CUnilauges 
were also lierc; your health your po- 

liev in wishing to add more vesi^rwtw three you have 
already spent in Provence, was thought soa MV^W- 
ti .nji'diaary. It is a fine thing 

effaced and forgotten in a pladih yoif ln06^§r%fi^r 

ni‘->s d.iily, and'from whenttew^|^fepivff"all yotif 
sc i'.ience. Vou may wish alj^wTonjoy fliat which you 
oMtain in yonr governhivnt, andi||St|il^xoadi^cea^ 
other; but you ought tO pndeavOujr t 


'iv 


well lieve. 

I Iia.ve received your letter^ 
liave answd^d it beforehand, by 
will meet with notiiing her^l^ 
you not finish (j'lickly f 
remove this ihorn from our fee^ 
share wdth you in the,.oy,ot' you 
joined with me in tin* 

in life so sni'.ibly^^^^ts us aC 
Hour: and w'e codlETOlltd, liko tii 


be 


if* i think 1 


11^ you tbai^ou' 
you; butiii(.by do 

•r 

xi WWalf 





Agciutliat'’ 


e cordi* 
tter, 
lit^ihlngs 


th is could proceed from noihin|^iit the ;^tost profound 
liumiiity. i asi^^e^ot), nu^li 
ally into'your hnterest^, ndtr u 
«lijn our worthy : ah! hoN^'i 
I said to him, andliow 
waits with impatience to h 
lie will be tery much amuse 
repeat some of my sentences, I must repeat to this 
of yours, which^ worth an empire: “ If Ins majesty 
w'uuld hut have, the goodness to let us tear one another’s* 
eyci out, he vi'ould iind that he woutdHblpbdch.^ietteii 

* A fictittous ii'dine for M. Jc Pomjioiin«r, 



me! He 
syndicate, 
you 
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served.*' You will neither be angry with me then, nor 
with the court, sincejyou have your elbows at libei'ty 
with respect |jg ||^^ndicate, i;rut pray terminate tlie 
affair, and liipVM^4^lJelter«,to put us out of suspense. 



'agjin to this^c 
rour weather; 1 



You to bear that you were 

spoken of palais. I tell you so, hovv- 

'tofficieut. You are held i(i great 
:es esteem most. Seek some other 

when y^thx^aien me wifh notreturnhig 
^j^^understand the iincness of 
horn hence, and remember it 
lOw.starvcd with cold; in 
rned. It is certain, my 
YaS attached me 
you so long 
l ^jjt rr mind and so fuTly; 
ling but what 1 te}^yw, 
‘delights. B^Hacquivilht 
ist^ to experience no such. 
Iljbuld be very well aatrS" 
to love him more 
te circumstance of 

ply tho^^pnNlre, is tho source 
of uneasy ^^ettoBSJg: me. l^e’J^m and 1 talked 
setp^pljjylll^ y'^erday: good hea- 

^^ with this ! and 1 believe 

we fmd pleastpre in renewing 



nfftbin 




^hM^jqie coming bojck, and I ex- 
Embrace M; de Grtgnan for 
fcIO chafed to hear XB'e talk of iiim 
SD^times; he hat a fine figure, and £^6tail his e\cel« 
'leri^iiBlifeies. with Treasure. Adieu, my dear countess. 


would 
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ec. &a, 1079« 


U.^f»U 
The,giiMi£.1lMT* 
d’Xrquitn^ isitt 
he hUis lately 
, tl 



If 

Pttk 

ded Wtt i tf 'kiiig, 

h an 

numefi 


A riLCE of political acws Is just 
and, contrary to my cnstom, I 
know the king of Polaml^ jj^d 
shal t, die husband of made 
the liead of an army agamst ^hlBnrrks 
gained so complete a viotari ^ 
thousand wer^^^eltdead uyife^^clc 
shaws arc taki^npr’ 
general s tent, ftmer so distil 
not in the least doubted that 
espeoialdy as he is at 
that fortune genoraHy de.oli 
battalions. This piece offidwe 

I new now see the chiVaHer 
raged at not being fnade a iffl 

St. Germain, af- 

fdirs so well as to-omUnniis ddiire at'fist:-1 sincerely 
Avish it. The arq^bisM^ (of ArttI has written to as¬ 
sure me of the Joy the a||lir^ 1 
and that he hopejl^that uf tiie sj^i 
happily, lie fh^ds hiinsejf ebi' 
event, that your fi|fhur 

* Micluiel KorilHHrt \\ ie.snr>wic&«i, vUo insd 

•f* John Sotiicskiy* c'k'ctcd kiie; of ^Isy 90, ' H« 

married ihe grand-davglt ci uf ti.urbiial il* Aiqtl^ wiu4 after itia d^^, 
r-">.;ried toViaiic-t-. The SultiL“>ki ^fiod IB IOS.) uitdl^wt 

'.sa'.U uf Vicni.a, and which -.aved theemperar empire,^js atil 

• 1 'fi.* cflebrau'd tiun ibit which i»ditre sfinken df. . 

I A rank sumewliut ttiltriur tu tliat of our rear-admiral. 




given him, 
end no lest 
by the 
than hii! 
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prudence, and that from your example lie is become u 
perfect bravo. has rejoiced me exceedingly. 

And child, wiyen 1 picture you to my- 

self pal %ii^ atig. mkm I Ihinft of the agitations you 
endur%'^^^^y^&Wghtest degree of f'-\er eiulangers 
your life,,Ij#CT%ilif and day from apjuc'i.cn^iun^ for 
Ippiness would it be to ha\c jou wiih 


me. 


tuctive ciimate, in your native air, 
which again "^sti^ you to htalth and vigour! 

1 iiru surprised mfeidving you as the Provencals do, 
lh<*y do not ur^c thi^cmedy to you. I consider you 
aS'^ving hecnJldlljl^^ till now, and as having relieved 
iuiA3«|tnu(||ij|^l|^l his that 1 dare not 




4 * m 

lD^l3Ut v^en every thing 
18 hnis||[titfSr tt'hy nP^^ive me this satisfa'ciiun.^ Adieu, 
my deftrest cliUd, ']Lam very impatient to hear fioni 
y^u: you would into tl.e tire, you nay, 

ie : my child, 1 have no doubt 
without this extraordinary proof 
hie a much more pleasing, and a 
icing one. 



LETTER C^XV. 

:o 




% 


Ir is a long 
to that 1 ex 
wasviit mad a 



F»r!s, Suiid|]r, Dec. 84, 167-J. 
nce^ have felt joy equal 
no^^t eleven o'clock .last night. 1 
de Coulanges* when won! \va> brought 
me that Janet* was arrived. 1 immediately hastened 
Imme, and the foment I saw him, flew to 'embrace 

ntlemn of Provence, very much attaclicd tu the Grigiun 


« 


a: 
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Ilifii, nnd, half out of breath, exclaimed, ** Well, 

\M‘ a >vndic? is it M. de Buon *!?’*—** Yes, inadame, it 
is i\r. de Huotip/’—I was transported^ 'The next thing 
to road your letters f that done^'ljilli^ 
to (i'llacqiieviilc, to acquaint had 

succeeded to our utmost wishiM, aro||||||it1ijpy^ was 
arrived. IVIlacijueville returned%wa 1tf^| y|0t e, v»ish- 
ini:; me joy, and expressing his own. ftllli ySto iit'lted 
1 had a iitlie conversation together^ jjRfe r sup¬ 

ped, and then he retired; as:for me« I did 
eyes till past four o'clock: joy is n^reat composer 6f 
the senses. M. de Pomponne was with me yesterday. 
This is all 1 have to tell you at^preseilt; but bellMn 
this and to-moftow that hr^jjaBd' aw|iy iny 1 

shall prohablv have m«ch to ' ^ 

r.y el^ht o'clock this tnofning my chamber was full ; 
La Garde, the ahbc de Grignan; the chevalier de Bu- 
ous, the Wortht/ M. de CouljiMrfipJCorbimdli, &c. all 
talking, leasoning, and readiii^^(i|^'S@^hnts, which 
are indeed admirable. Never, surenv, wail^ere a mdine 
delightful termination: ah! what'lhc^ss! what suc¬ 
cess ! couhl we have thought this at GH^an ? The most 
we hoped for vi*as a suspension: and yet, 'contrary to 
all belief, one little m^th has overturned the project of 
a whole year, and that a foriindal^e project too, since 
it was hacked with offers 1bf money. 1 oannol but ad¬ 
mire the consul cie (volmar, w'hoit in for the great 

:h(rvices you rendered him you at the 

only time you wanted him: :J^p^i^my9ear, you will 
let this little instance of ingratitiide bc^pierted in the 
book we wish to write in praise of that virtue. 

Wc cannot but own the good bishop to be very skil¬ 
ful, he aU^ays keeps on the right side; finding ydhr* 


* Tiic abl>^ (Ic Coulangcs. 
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^ pSHPfcy too strong fur him, and that ^ou would doubtless 
name Buous, he names Buous likewise. All your friends 
here an of opu|poi^ that you should noir alter youi 

St after vietory, as you weie bold 
La GaMe that makes me act 
ra of absence; I assure you 1 
farther than as 1 am prompt- 
you to his letter, you will see his 
khpw him and that« like another 
*8ter, 

Pour le Saint-P^re, il ne diroit 
Une chose qu'il ne croirolt 



fwe in high fortune^ but still yea must think a 
little of this part ofworld, a» well as of Provence. 
You will never meefc with duch another year, on ac¬ 
count of the interest'*1 hare at present. 1 sliould be 
very sorry to^be tKai|t|d«bere as I was at LamboBc, 
when in the hUtM^eifft'^eRdship of eight years, whioh 
MarsdilaB bad talked so much of, and of the 
terms upeif which he had always been with the 
Grigttans, I aMU'iiini to allow me to pay the courier, 
and he would neiODnsent; and When 1 went to the in- 
tendant to conjure him to wi ite Hhstantly by your cou¬ 
rier, you know how tfaitly be refused it: I have these 
two little things on my heart,4nd yet I do not wish the 
interest of the n UjIte to preventyou from making peace. 
As soon as I the churi# was paid, the 

intendant loadW hShi wil»|iackets^nly child, I am un¬ 
fortunate : GA^nill ait permit me, in my extreme de- 
siie to serve you, the happiness of succeeding. In reality, 

the lucky mine of the coadjutor, which brought abbeys 
m 

* For thp^ply frihcT himself, he viould uot sa; a thing he did not 

Where. 
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fl^id all kimU of good fottuue, has been the most |lfO* 
fit^blc to you. 1 know not how he disposed of his iiSh 
tural indolence during this ailair; 1# seemed to hare 
sent it a great way oH^ and his vigmBftAfi^licattoa« 
foresight, expedients;^ couragiB|yl||d*^iiflb weva 

of the highest advantage to gv^at 

confidence in him; but, wha4Pvl|ROT lyim you not 
efiecied ^ and how gloriously, too, 
behaved P la short, youi have alt Ihree'iBftn your 
parts to admiration. Ten oc twelve peraoinwnt't^ me 
daily for news of the syndicate;'accordingly I have 
been obliged to dispatch no less than ten notes tbU 
morning, to madame de Verneuil, the bishop of Bgtldttix* 
madame de la Troche, M. de Brancas, madame diB^ViU 
lar&, madame de la Fayette, hfii de la Rochefi>ucaolt» 
IVI. de Coulanges, and the abbe de Tetu; all of whom, 
would have been oilended, if I had not acquainted 
them with an evaii^t in which they seemed to take so 
much interest. 

1 must now getedmlbssioit, for the happy teridna- 
tion of this aflkir has i«stored my mind and softenedmy 
heart; I am as meek as a lamb; and tlii^ther will be so 
far from refusing mevabsolutiosi, thal he will give me 
two, if 1 ask It. 1 ate persuaded ytm have not been 
neglectful of this duty W your side. 

« MoMisy, Qirisuwo-diiy. 

Ha! ha! mighty well inde||! ^a^jlre we got back 
to our lamentatiens^for the tount dawuicbe? Why, 
my dear chiid, he is in a manoer f<u|ji||ten: nobody 
thinks about him, not even the marshal, who goes to 
court again as usual. As fur yoar princess (de Mo¬ 
naco), after what she has already forgotten (Lauzun)', 
there is no great danger, as you say, of hq|r dying of grief. 
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Madame de Louvigni and her husband are dtligliUd^ 
the countess ^ Guiche nould be glad not to mau) 
again; but tlicre^re great itmptations in a tabouret 


The niarshol’jinll^ is tlie only one that grieves; and 
she grieves afeferdly.'^. 

You wiUifllMNfttgfi ave received two or three ol 
niy letters, tmSIliness about the syndicate, at 

wbicl^ yO[Vftiii6rbut smile; but then in return J ha\e 
this of yoKi about the count de Guiche; and so set one 
against the mher, and we are quits: absence and dis> 


tance natuiaily pioduce these anachronisms. But to 
business. 


M. du Janet i< gone this evening to St. Germain, that 
he may be thtie at the arrival of M. de Pomponne to¬ 
morrow; I have written a long letter to that minister, 
in which I beg him to remaik how highly you stand 
with the nobility, pai^iament, and commons, of your 
province, and to do^you all the good olTiccs on that 
score which can alone be done \>y a person in his si- 
tuaMb I have spoken to «aral§ intelligent people about 
thewlcnce of the Sea*; they imagine it only pioceeds 
from want offbought, and that he cannot hot be 
pleased at the talcittg df Orange, since the AoiMf 
seems to be so. 1 would not have you think that the 
brother t of the Sea is so lend ofliim as to adopt all his 
‘Sentiments; evTry one ^caks his own language, and 
follows his owni humour, so }ou aie not to care for any 
thing thatli\s be^ ^id the bi other. The gentle¬ 
man you menti(Jft''to me is^raismfoiHied; the Sea is bet¬ 
ter than t ver, libd there has been no material change 
ill this part of the woild. Madame de Coulanges and 
tw'o or thiee female friends have been to see the Thau)% 


* M. de Lottvois. f M. Colbert, 

t 1 he archbisheqp of lUiemM, § Madame Scarron. 



MAUAMI D£ StVIGNk 


SIS 


Iiei greit house, hut they siw no one else"’*, I in- 
Wild to go there mystif some diy, and’‘then 1 will let 
\ m know all that is to be known you wriK me 

about yoni g owing iicaiy of bt^ig nS bngei agitated 
by hatred, is very whinisica^l*; yoi irj lifeplo\nKnt i'. 
tikcn awiy, and now you M at what to do. 

Sit 11), sleep, y ou c in do nothing better du Janet 
tells int you haidly ever tlosi >oni eyes, Thinkabove 
ill things, my dear child, ol the rc-estabTisliment of 
\oui health. 


LLfTTll (TLWVI. 

TO Tlir %ME. 

Pdi s, Thiir cliy, Dec 2B, 1G73 

I BiGiN niy letter to diy, but I not hnish it till 
to morrow My first subject shall be your journey to 
Puis You will find by Janet, that La Garde 
pel son who thinks it most Ifcccssary for you to 
ind has even siid, Ih it it was adyisable to solicit fur 
pci mission I criiips he m'ly have already obtained jt, 
iui I met has seen M dc Pomponne But y on say there 
i no nccessiu (oi coining, and then you proceed to 
gi\c me such strong reasons against if, and make every 
thing appear so inconsiderable, that othcis ladi the 
greatest stnss upon to iiifoice this journey, tliat I arp 
(]Lite o\erwhelmed: Jl know with what ioi>c you ar- 
^uc, my dear child, and 1 have not the^power to con¬ 
tradict you, especially when you ask me, ** if it is pos¬ 
sible that I, who ought to consider moie than any othei 
pel son the plan of life you have laid down, would em-* 

* That IS, the L iig’s children did not appear, to whom nadame 
an ill lu I Iditly been apj o iitci gjvern kb 


TOl, 11, 


P 
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bark you in an expense which may give a great shoe'! 
to the weight which even now yon are scarcely able 
to support,” ^ovc, I would not do 

you so much Ji iryj^^^d tbibid! and while you show 
an examplfjiit* >n»>Wisddlh, and philosophy itself, 

far be it frooi dccasion to the world to nc> 

cuse me a foolish, fond, and inconsiderate pa¬ 

rent, whoi"' for the sake of a little gratification to her¬ 
self, and tllhiugh excess of womanish tenderness would 
prevent you from following the rectitude of your heart, 
and overturn and ruin the most prudent and rational 
schemes. Hut I thought you wguld be able to take this 
journey, as you pronii'^cd me; and when I consider the 
expenses you must ntcesvarily he at while at Aix, in 
balls, plays, entertainment^?, and feasts, during the car¬ 
nival, 1 cannot but ^nk th^ it would cost you less to 
cornu here, especially as you will have no occasion to 
bring any thing w ith yoAi. M. de Pomponne and M. 
de U Garde have point^^t a thousand little affnirs, 
in which your pre4j||p|^||l||'^I. de Grignan’s will be 
absolutely ne^essai^^mpilb mention that of the guar¬ 
dianship. 1 reaoJi^S^eceivc you. My heart fondly 
imkilges in the pleaiiil^'^iopo you are not with child, 
and you stand in need of ciiange of air. 1 even flatter¬ 
ed myself that M. de Giignnn would have left you with 
me this sumni^ r, aniH((tve saved you the fatigue of two 
months* travelling in one year, as if you had the ro¬ 
bustness of a mail. All your fri^ds agreed that I had 
every roaso HP*xpec» you w'ith tni|fatience : these were 
myniotive.s; but these, all these, my dear, appear to 
you false and ill-judgt-d; ] yield then to necessity and 
‘ tlie force of reasoning, and will endeavour, to the beat 
of my power« to follow your example and submit. 1 
wilt lodi upon it as a punishment inflicted upon me by 
for my sins; a greater could not well be found. 
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Ji om tint uouUl so otTectually roath nty heart. But 
mike the snciitiic that is icqiHrml at my hands 
ami nsoUc to pis^ the lemainclcr ofiS | | |\ lih st^parated 
linm tile (mi!\ p(.isoii in tin uoild wlio truly dear to 
nn, the oiil, one who completely &uil||^y taste, my 
ILK lin itfoii, 111 } heart, iiul better than 

, I. B It all thiD must Ik ^iven up to and 1 will 
(^o It, with his giace aasistini^ me, and with a becoming 
.1 lor it ion ot lll^ Pro\ uh nee, w liu h has «ieen fit to ]oin to 
the ]>h isiug icflections of the liapp} and llounshing si* 
tiutni.i }uu hold, tlie |K>ignant stmgs of absence and 
sepal It ion. These aie my sentiments: they arC net 
( 'wiggeratcd, they arc simple and sincere; 1 will make 
the sacrifice lor ni} s iKation. 1 he conflict is o^er, 
will not say a woid more upon the sub]ect, kiit rnedlli^'’ 
Micis<aiitl} on the invingible force of your argumentl;, 
Kill on }oui wisdom, which, tfhilc 1 prafec, 1 will 
(1ca\oin to imitate. 


Jaiut went to M. dc 
linn fill v^u the matin 
the pleasure that miniitef 
Baoiis w'ls clio&cn. 1 ha 



one at let 

lie was reioeived, apd 
at hearing that M. 
the pleasure of in* 


ioiiniiig }ou ol It, by <i letter<>116 h IS written to bli 
wife. 1 have rcc( ived a note fiom madame d*IIerbigny^, 
who ciiti I'l into the anaiis of Provence more than any 
one silt Is Ml} amiabU, and^iy obliging; she wish* 

< d to know the allair ot the syndicate and the guards^ 
and tins is an answer on the subject pf the latter. S9in 
thought 1 had plep^bd her brother J||hrli as herself^ 
and when Ftold her how little he lil^ me, and how 
firmly he refused me last year a thing which he did 
him&tlf till-,}ear without scruple, she could not help 
•ittcriug exclamations of surprise: she cannot compre-'' 

• S.itf'r of M dp Ruuill^de MeWi, itttend^nf of Prorcotf)* 

p 2 
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liend that her sister-in-law can have declared in favour 
ot your enemies, after all your civility to her: she re¬ 
members, as thQ^ighest compliment, what you said of 
M. de Rouille, that justice is his ruling passion; in 
reality, it U Ihl handsomest thing that can be said of a 
man of his profeSiom 

There is no sort of ftnesse in the manner in which 
M. de la Rochefoucault, his son, Quantova * * * § , her friend f, 
and her friend’s fiiend J, are at court; there is no tic 
between them; the son § is handsomely lodged; it was 
all done under the pretence of supper: he is, as you 
know, on very good terms with the North ||, but not more 
so than usual; his father does not go to that part of the 
world once in a month, neither does madame de Cou- 
langes. 'Iftlere is not the least view or design in any 
thing: this is a fact. I scarcely ever see Langlade. I 
know not wRat he is dc^ng, nor has lie seen Corbiiielli: 

1 wonder if th IS is owing to his political fears. 

1 made a}l your anlmositi^, as you drolly call them, 

to Corbinclli, and thqi||ga|a|e.very w'ell received by him. 

1 fancy he is come here a little the aflcciions 

of his old friends. is just arrived, so 1 shall 

close this letter, and we will write to you both together 

to-morrow, and fill it full of nev.s that I shall hear at 

St. Germain. It is said that the marshal de Grammoiit 

« 

will not see Louvigni or Jiis wife; they came here from 
Iheir country-seat, about ten leagues off. We think no 
more of the count*de Guiche now, than if there had 
never been sut^a person in the world; you certainly 
laugh at us with your tedious grief; wc should never 

* Madame de iMontr^pan. 

*)* Madame de Scanop. 

$ Madame dc Cuuljr.^e^. 

§ The prince de Marsil!..«■. 

i! Monsieur Colbert. 
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'^Mvc done mourning, if vve were to dwell so long upon 
evorv ficsli occurrence of ihi** kind thnt happens here. 
We arc expeditious in these matters; he you so too. 

LETTER CCLXXVII. ► 

> 

TO 7 lie S vMG. 

Pari^, Fiidajy Dee. 39, 1673' 

jVI. DE Luxembourg is a little pressed ncai ISIaestriciif, 
by the army of M. de Monlerci* and the prince of 
Orange; he dares not reotafe to remove his c.inip, and 
he must perish wh^ he is, unless they send liim speedy 
and effectual succour. The pnnee’ is to set out four 
days hence with the duke aiul M. de'Fdiienne; the 
latter is to serve undei the two princes, and there is a 
perfectly good undci£>tanding1)^wec'n tlie three. iTiey 
Jiavc twenty thousand foot and ten thousand horse;'' the* 
volunteers and those companies which are nojt to marah^ 
do not go, but all the rest-dor J|ia Trousse and ray son, 
who '.iriived here yesterday* **0 to be of the number: 
they have scarcely had time to pull off* their boots 
before they are in the mud again: the rendezvous 
is appointed at Chnrhioi on the 16th of January. 
DdlaccpiLwdie has wntten you word of this, but you 
Will lead it nioio distinctly iit my lettci f. It is cer¬ 
tainly very important new's, and hasoteasioned a great 
bustle every wiiere. We know nut'what to do for mo¬ 
ney. It IS certain that M. di* Turenne4^ not on terms 
with M. de Louvois, but it is not generally known; 
and while he continues to keep in with M. Colbert, 
there will be nothing said about it. This afternoon. I 

* flovcnxir of llir Low-co«inti(PS. 

M. d’liar(|uevillr wrote s lidiid very difficult to be retd. 
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bad borne great foilts with me^ who desired their com* 
plinaents ta M. de (riignan, and to GngnarCs ni/t. 
They vveie tbe gland-master, ofid the charmtr*; I had 
besides Brancas, the aichbishop of Rheims, Chaiot, Lt 
Troussf, Ug» ^dUko all in like nnnner dtsiird to be rc- 
auinbeud to yaa. TMk talk of nothing but war. The 
reamer knovi'8 al^our-|lfrair.s and enterf admiiably into 
our little perplexities. He is governor of a province, 
which is sufficient t# give him an idea of our feelings on 
those subjects. Adieu, nv^arest ehUd. 1 paiticlpate 
in aU tbejoyimf vour rrftjmirtin 

ntOM nfONSttuR im . 

*4 AiRiYBD ^terday noon, aind the first news I heaid 
was that ww wetw to yet out again immediately for 
Charleroi; wltat say 3# to this pretty arrangement^ 
We storm, we siwear, but are obliged to go notwith- 
stasding; Our tpiuce courtiers aiejvst at their wit’s end 
about It They had the finest plans in tlie 

world for passing tbciv tHhe’ l ig ma bly in Pant, afiernn 
absence of tweftty manths ; and now tbeic prejnets «re 
aU onertnrned. I bad much rather have gone to assist 
M. de Grignan in his siege of Orange than go to the 
north ; why did he finish his duel so soon? 1 am veb.ed 
tiut he had so prompt a victory. 

1 do not know \v||gther you complain of me still, but 
1 am sure the fault is yours; \ou owe me several let¬ 
ters ; but 1 for^e you, in consideration of the multi¬ 
plicity of adairs you have had on your hands, and on 
such occasions jonly 1 allow you to forget a guidon. 
Ridiculous title! after a man has had it lor 6ve years. 
Adieu^piy pretty little sister. You imagine, 1 suppose. 


* The count ffiJbude and the duke de \ ill^ roi. 
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tlicit I think of nolliin^ but rest and amusement; paidon 
la^ deal; are my lioi'^ts iiiiiy? aic iiiy boot* 
read} ? I want a bttlei bat, pi^l ,i momu, 

'ibi’t IS all 1 ba\i’ baid Viiilc 1 aitivcd at Fans. Has ic 
llic appiaiaiice ol* a icluiii, aiur months^ 

Ccuiipaigu ? 


LETTJSR CCLXXVIII. 

TO THl B\MC. 

New Vwr'ii Day, 16; 4. 

I wtSB you a ba|i^y i>iy cml; ui ibis uiifi 
1 comprehend ab'lMaiy things that: 4 ^ould never have 
done, if I were to enutneiatc tbein. 1 jhave not Jjjil 
asked leave for you to leuirn to a» you feared; 

but 1 wii>b you liad btaid vdMt La Garde said of the 
necLssity ut youi coining hither, that you ii;^ay not lose 
your hve thousand fiancs, and of i^hat he thinks pro* 
pci for M. de Giignan to say to the king. If it wore a 
•uit nhich you weic obliged to solicil against any one 
who,disigUid to injuie \ou, you would ^puhtless come 
to solicit It; but as it is to come to a |dace«fMiere you 
have a thousand olhtr atlmis, you are both guilty of 
the gicatest Hidoh nci Ah ' what an enchanting thing 
Is iiidulciut • \oii till Its po\\cr too much; read La 
Gaide upon this subject, cb \j)U ijm|j^ e hist. Consider in 
the mean time, that y>u wuuhtnave the pleasure of 
seeing the kmg^ and iiiciving his a||^ob^lioii. 

Ihc edicts are rc\oki.d wliub gaite us so much unea¬ 
siness in our pioMiice. 'J he day that M. de Chaulnes 
declaied it to the btati s theic was a cry of Long live the 
king, which made efciy one present weep for joy: they 
embraced each other, hioke out ii^ the highest ex¬ 
pressions ot laplure, ordered to be sui^g, made 
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bonfires; and the thanh'? of the public were giVi ii te-, 
iVI. dc Chauliies. Hut do you know what uc are to 
give the kin^^ jaguark o.' f>'jr gi.ititudc ? six hu»ul«c<l 
thousand hvres, and as mu^h ni^re by way of a volun- 
tary gratuit}*. ^,\Vliat thinl: you of this little sum ? You 
may judge by this of the favour that has been done us, 
in tditing ofl tiie IjBfdeii^T these edicts.* 

My poor son is arrived iiere, as you know ; he is to 
return on Thursday,,, with many others. M. de Mon- 
terei is a very clever ftriiq^w; lie disturbs the whole 
world ; he fatigues, the arrnjl^^i^ puts it out of a con¬ 
dition to take*^^0 iield^j^^tl%|||uhe canpaigiii till the 
end of the ease in win¬ 

ter-quarters ; and when, tmer a tedi^ua isarch, they are 
aiftved at Charleroi, he has only a single step to take, 
to make good his retreat: till when, iVI. dc Luxembourg 
cannot be extricated. By-^apjicaraiices, the king will 
nut set out so soon as he ^id laAt ye ar, if, when in the 
field, we had to make an attack on some great town, or 
the enemy would come out and oppose our two heroes, 
as we should prcjiably beat him, peace might almost 
be depended upon. This is what is said by persons qf 
the profession. It is certain that M. dc Turenne is out 
of favour w ith M. de Louvols : but as he is in favour 
with the king and Til. Colbert, it lias not'^made much 
noise. 

Five ladies of the oalace are appointed : madanie de 
SoubiaCj inadame deUnevreuse, the* princess (I’llarcourt, 
madanie d'Aibret, and madanie de Rucheibrt; the maids 
of honour are to serve no more, and madanie de Riche¬ 
lieu as a lady of honour ia also discharged. There are 
to be only the gentlemen in waiting, and the niaitres 
d’hotel, as formerly. But that the (picen may not be 
without women, nradanie dc Richelieu ami four other 
ladies arc to wait constantly bcliind iicr chair, Lran- 
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c»is in raptures that his daughter* is so well provided 

lv>r. 

I'lie grand itiarshal of Poland has seatCietter to the 
king, h\ which he tells his majesty, that if ho has any 

poison in view to raise to tlic crown of Poland, he will 

• *■»% 

assist iiiiT) wiili aH the forces under his command ; and 
if not, i'e(|iir.sts his protection and assislAnce for 
the king has promised it to him; however, it is ima¬ 
gined he will nut get hirhself elected# because he is not 
of the e-tab|ishcd religion of |iic nalian. 

'I'hc devotion of La the llK>9t pincerc and 

iinaniecled you ever is pef^tion itself, 

sl||f’hej||i^or which I 
acqtiSiRtandh of hers 
told her that !M. de Longiieville had a real idiection fof' 
her, and that he had prophesied she would become a 
<:aint. This made sucli an impdbsion on her, that she 
immediately set about a referm^lp her life, resolving, if 
possible, to fulfil the prediction. 

There Is nothing to he seen of the little princes -f. 
The eldest has been thiee days with papa and mamma; 
he is very prelty, hut no onu his seen him. 1 einhiaeo 
my dearest child. 1 will see if any thing can he 
done for your friend, who has so generously killed a 
h llow-cieaturei 

* Tlip princess d’lTarcourt. 
f The kind’s (.IIII lir-n by madamHilbntcspan. 
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UiTTFR CCLXXIX. 

TO THE 

rab, Enda\, Jdu , IC74, 

It is a >cai ngo this very dwy, since we sn| ped with 
the aitbbishop: at this moment peihaps ^ou me •cup¬ 
ping with rhf islendanl;: I am afraid, my tie 11 child, 
youi mirth^ia faij^ned suljcct to 

me, and lo^VbhMlllt M’mdmnsble. My licait thanks 
you for the^good iapfni|||^ydia bava of me, in believing 
I held m abhofrenOU ml viUanoos proceedings^ You 
ai ( not deceived. 

M de CKrignan tells you tine , madamc de Thiangt 
has left off paint, ami*covers her neck; you would 
liaidly know beO in^Dliis disguise. She is fiequentlv 
with madaniede LonguevilU, and is the vciy pink of 
the modish devotion. But she is still good conipan\, 
and his not at all Uie air of a recluse. 1 dined with 
hei the other d ly ; a seivant biought hei a glass oHi- 
fjuoi , she turned to me, an i siid, llic fellow docs net 
know that I am become a devotee this made us all 
laugh She spoke veiy mlui ally of hdaintentions, and 
ot her change She is ^cly cant uus ot sa}ing an^ 
thing that may u^re the leputation of her neighboui, 
and stops short when any thing of that nature escapes 
her; for my part, 1 think hei more agreeable than e\ei 
Wagers are laid that the pimcess d'Har£ouit will not 
turn nun these twehe months, now she is become a 
lady of the pala4.e, and paints again ; this rouge is the 
law and the nrophets; it is the gi eat point that our 
new devotion%unft ufion. As for the duchess d’Au- 
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^ ^mont, her taste is bm> 1114 the ih ul Th<^ say the 

unch( lie Charost kill** ptoph Tdi her, with ill com- 
poini ltd im^icints, and the 11 hurtes ^edlMn i leligious 
letie'it I hi maitiunncss dMIux^cs IS vci\ good; but 
I i Mil ms IS morij^ thm good JMidame de t>chonibcrg' 
Itlls me \ci \ seriotisl}, ihil she is of the first for 
sithtsMii \iul peniteiui, not admitting an} sccicty, and 
rclusmg CMn the ainusenuiits of ikiotion , iH a woid, 

IL Is 1 pinitent in the true the woid, and m 

all tin s tuplicity ot the prnnitite diuich. 

The ladies of tlit paLaosi^c kept ffi gfreat subjection. 
The king has explaineft^hirtiself upoli thS subject, and 
will h’we the queen aUvays sittbiided ’by thaift^ Ma¬ 
dame de Richcht 11 , though she does not 8eivfr*ony long- 
ci at tiblt, IS alwavs piesent when the c^Oen ibnet, 
with lout hdics, \^ho wait by turns. Trie countess 
irA^cnf IS the sixth she not like the confine¬ 
ment ol this attendance, and d[h>ci4|; constantly at tes- 
pers, sciRions, and otiui leligious cereflsonies; but theic 
IS no ptif ct happmes'* m this world. The marehioncsx 
de Co' elnau is iair, blooming, and perfectly ucuvered 
horn lur giief III dau , they siy, has only changed 
hi.I apwtinent at couit, nut \piy much to her satislac- 
t un Madame de Louvigiu does«ot seem sufiicicntly 
delighted at bar good foituni She is thought unpar¬ 
donable loi not adoring hci husband in tiie sime man- 
nti u when she was first mairiedd**^^!^ the first time 
the public wua ever ofitndtd at a thing of this nature. 

• If v( imjln itvi Bu she nniUrcd'irvice of a (hlTerent kind 
to thf living T1L dnmcfs of Ch r t.t vas the daughter of the auper- 
iatendaiit touquct She appirt^ntl^ h'ld lier recipes fiom her grand* 
raothe/, otwhi h Af' have#priiiled collection solumes, undci 

the title of Family ILceipl^ Ay Madam% 

t Maiy Irauccs de BouraojmUe, tftfe||i|3CnUHrc}uoneii de No 
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M<idamai>de Bnssic isi bciutifnl, did follows the pnn^ 
toss iji Conti like liLi sliido ^ 1 1 Coetqutn is still the 

same as ercr^ She jias a petticoat o( hlat&k scl\ct, em- 
bioidtipj With gold^^nd siher, and a broeadt cloak. 
This dress cost her an nun ense sum, and when she 
thought she made the most sph ndid figuic uiiginable, 
i veryoiK i»''idjshe was ditst like an aotress, and she has 
beiMi so ibiul!] rallied incoiisc qiietfee, that«he ins thiovMi 

as.d(. I i Maiiieiotta is a little vt\ed at not oi inpc 
a ladv of the palace. Madame de Duns, who would 
not accept tins hoilou), lai)|[h)} hii I *1 Tiochc is, as 
usual, iiciy mlbch mu tested in yCut nilatis * but 1 c in* 
not how stionglypiadamc de la Fayette and M. 

de ta Roc|iiC!il)ucault have your lntele^t at luait 

Ma lamle de la I lyctte and 1 wmt to sci M de Tu* 
lennt a teW days a^o^ he ins a in ol the gout 

Jle uciived us with great civility, and talked much ot 
you The chc\a]iQr du tGiignan hasgnen him an ac¬ 
count of your victoiics, he would have ofkred you In*' 
sword, it there had been any occasion for it. He m- 
tciids to set out in thiee days My son v\cnt yesterday 
very much out of huinoui : I was not Ir^s so, at this ill- 
judged ^nd in c\eiy lesjKct disagiceablt jouiney. 

Ihc dauphin saw madamc ‘^chombeig the other day. 
they told him his grandiathcr had been in love with 
hci : la I ked in a whispci, How manv childicn h i 
she had by liiiii?” inioimcd him ot the manners }* 
ot that time. 

* A ftigiied name. 

■f Maddirt de Schomheig uho s heic spokeaof, mother of the mar^ 
that then h\in^, Laptuated Louis \11I , when ahe wia only ^ maui of 
lionour, by tl e name of madcinoistdle d Hatitefoit fl e king s gal' 
lastly exacted so ibe c\cn jested upon the subject, and said 

be talked to her of Hdlniq^ but dogs, horses, and bun ing bhe was 
handsOQ c and durrept* flUfe^|tschcdhemlf to ^uceu Anne of Austria, 
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Tin* iluke du been soen at co^^k but he 

Hill not yet risiied the queen : be was in a coach, and 
saw <..ily lii» father and niollier. 

The clicvalier ilc C'hatilUm bastlio longer any thing' 
lobtcklor; fortune i«* made. Monsieur cliosc Hi-« 
Iher to gi\e liiin the oflice of captain of In'! guards, than 
iiiadenrolielle de Gram i v llial of ladv of the w.irdrobv* 

• * ^ f 

/riiis young man theralbie lias tire post of Vatttac, and 
IS well provided for : they say Vnillac is to have d’AI- 
bon’s, and that d’Albon is discarded. I told you how 
our slates ended, and that they repurchased the edicts 
at two million sis: hundred thousand livt«s, and gafe 
tlie same sum as a gratuitous gift, nialcing togf|bcr*^re 
miliipn two hundred thousand Uvres J that tlic air was 
rent with tries of Long live the king, that wo had bon- 
iires, arul sung Te Deum, heeause his majesty was kind 
enough to accipt it. Poor ‘yanzei is ill with the mea¬ 
sles : it is a disoi'der that .soon passes, but is alarming 
from its violence. 

1 see no rr ason to ask the king’.s pardon for the hn- 
mane gentleman who was guilty ol as>assinatioji J the 
Clime of too black a n..luie. ’J'lie criminal. who 
pardoned at Koucq, were not o( this stamp j it is the 
only Cl ime the king refu«es to pardon. i>o liLavron fit^ 
mentioned it to the abbe de Grignan. 

I have heard the ladies at llie palace spokni of in a 
way that made me laugh. I said with INIontagne, 

Lei U8 avenge ourselves, by slandering them.” It is 
however true, that they are under extrenfe subjection. 

The report still prevails, that thh prince sets out on 
Monday. The same day M. de Saint Luc is to espouse 

• 

. *..1C 1 her disgrace durinis the life of Louip.iJfrUl! She afierwarda 
q I’f a with her during the regenej-, for ^ken ’too freely 

' '■tin** (.ji’dinal Ma/arin. l * ^ 

I 4 

• The king’s tld'ti son hy madame ds Ifentopn. 
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mRilemci^lile dc 
indifferent. 

iVdifU, mv^enr; thi:> letter is gro\sdll|f too long ; I 
conclude it for iioot||kei reason, but liecause c\Liy tbii'g 
.jBinst have an end. 1 embi uc (iiit^inn, and beg him 
to foigive me tor opening niaiKmie cki <ruise*s letttr ; I 
Yf»3 very d< '•irons to see htr st;yle; my cuiiosity is sa¬ 
tisfied ti||r e\c^ 

Guillci agues said yesterday, that Pelisson abused the 
pcrnubbiun m«a hav^ to- be ugly 

LETTER CCLXXX. 

TO TtfE SAJblB. 

P.iri&, Monday, Jan. R, 16/4. 

NcyCR dill I read such ightful letters as \oui&>, m\ 
beloved countess; 1 have just been leading one, ^\[Mch 
has chaimed me: I haie lieaid you say, that*! have 
a way of guing an agieeabic turn to the most tiifling 
subjects. I am suic, my dcai, I may with justice say 
it of you. Thcie aie fi\t oi six passages m jour last 
letter, that have a bnliiancy and swcitncss that aie 
irresistible. I do not know where 1 must begin to an¬ 
swer you. 

I have a groat inclination to talk to you about jonr 
£ne sunshine, and your dehg^itful walks. You may 
' well say I am married | stconft tioje to Provence; 1 
•hall certainly make it one of my\6nntiies, piovidcd 
you do not strike thU out of tiie number of youi^. You 
say a thousand kind things to me op^ the coming in of 
the new ; you aie every tlung to ihc, and my only 
Study is, l»t people may not see in what degree* yon 
are passed ofer the beginning of this 

* An e\prei.sioqLlbtf common, hut nhak a as new at ^at 

time, or it would i^ Ubiwwbiinrtli notKing. 


Pompadour: abou^''this I am quit^ 
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year, without Mlpng a vylkible to you on occasion j 
but be asrarod, i^y dear cliiid, th.n thi<« anti every yeiu 
of my life vVW^c a continued ohtfO of tovc, of whici 
fNory I’nk is devotid to you. Yo4 moralise admiraWy! 
] I** I ctaiii, \ ou sIV, iliat'Hme flies e\ery where*Skij|i 
diV'. sv\iftly. You t'\tiaiin agmnst bun, because hi 
rub't you of some portion of \our i>nd beauty i 

but ho leaves you fl^ a I urge share: for % part, J 
cannot behold his fi’it'lu u iiho^tiliitrOrj'Wheii Icomktei 
that he is eM.ryday bnn<;insf bkotearcMo old age, aiulf 
in the end, to death. Of tin-, natU^ are the refleeliotV 
of a person at my time of life ; joki With 
child, in praying that f may the pi^tCjfipW 
sions fiom them that Chrisiililfty*'thdehei. 

This grand journey of the prince and M/de Turahne 
to relieve !M. dc Luxembouri^ is come to nothing. M 
do Monterc i, finding his army somewhat incumtnoded if 
il> situation, has i.iadtwhat t hay call a little retreat: 
so that M. de Luxembourg is once more at liberty. IVfj 


sun IS the only one who set out: I never witnefsed ptfW 
dence, fot'e^ii;ht, and impatience like his ; he will haid 
the tiooble of rcturnir", but that is nothing. All thl 
other waiiiois are heie. -M. de Turenne has bruugb 
back a great many, and M. dc Luxembourg will bHil| 
the rfst. The ladirs of tlie palace aie to serve fori 
week : tins sufip'dion, of lour Waitlj^ during dinner, t 
an unpleasant for^ ladies in the famit) 

way ; they willlEhl omiged fedSta^inidwive8.with then 
in their excartiotts with her Modame I 

niair chale d’llumi^res * is Teiy%tO|^ dlKOflcerted a 
bting obli::e(i to stand when otherriim sittii^^t if sh 


pouts, slit, will pay her court badl|!^ for Ibe kiivg wj^ 
ha\ e submission. 1 jiislieve U it atiSwi 




Loutj>c-Aiitoinette-TheraHi dllnmi^ 

las uut a ducliess tiH dw year ift90,''8^KuMiw s 
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iova* * * § ^, ith certain there is a place, Urbere jnovMft is 
separiteil fiom hei husband or her datiesii We like no 
noise, unless mak^ it onrtelxts. THl»^ new piincc>> 
have not jet mide tbeir appearance, ^on^e ot them 
have been at ‘saint Germain, but thej ha\e not \<.t 
been seen. Tiuu are plays and balls at court ciety 
week 'Jhc kiiy|iito dirice, and Monsieui is to It id 
out madenioiselfc^de Bloiis** to aviHfd leading out ATade- 
moiselle f-, whook heltektes fut the dauphin. Ihuis- 
day next they play tile new opcia t» it is a most en¬ 
chanting piece, therK are some places where the musie 
, foroi4 jkeiici Irom mb in spite of myself, 1 am not the 
on ly pl iH tt>who has b^en thus aftected: madame de la 
Fayette feeklihe stren^^ emotions at it 
I frequently Me Corbihelli, wlio adores you, and en¬ 
ters fully into my sentimatits for you, which does net 
a little add to my love^for him. I ha\e a great esteem 
for Baibentane § , 1 think him one ol the i i west men 
in tl c world, nay even lonianlically so, as 1 have heard 
Bussy say a thousand times, who was his intimate 
friend; they were brothers in arms. 1 hope «Gun to 
^have news of yotii p« ace beiii^ concluded, jimtuia t* ja\ 
osculata vml || , do you undcistand Latin ? you aic \ t)y 
humorous’ Adieu my child: you are nowheie for- 


* Maria Anne tie Boacbon, Unmet! i^erwar Ib, m 7663, to Louis uc 
Bouibon, piincc a|[ ConiL 

■f* DaUf'htci t« Monsieur, iSI^£79t T ®f Spain 

X C adinus, written by Qiuoauft, and set to tttuilC by Baptist Lull 

§ A man of quality lu FrovLote attached to the pnucc Buss m 

las Mcittoini, relates ma extravagant action of this Barhcntai c lie 
was in 1647 at die siqget^ Ldrida, he went into oi o’d ctiurcn, r 
lip a coq se that had beta newly bum 1, bn ur'hx. It in u u i n i t ot 


hib jovial compa^kMi^ one of i4hom took tlo, dead man b^ tl e c h^'r 
hand, and thus begMR fU 1dm dance. A duel, m ahich one oi 
the parfy vv-askilUd, rnlHlMKed these orgies, wh cu \\ ir> -c umt 

r tcr tliey had bewMlg|j||^g3|jp^gupate ■uftrLi ^ 

|\ Righteonsnesi Qj^HUflNNR kiaptd each o her 
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Your broibcr convinced of your rcgnid for 
tniii, in ] loves with equal aflection he s, md 1 
hchcvc hull. 


M tfur Iiii^lig sent mf packet to the jXMt. 

IVIIdcqutMlIe IS just ariived with a piece of news, 
which we wish ^ou to know by this poUuL Ihe keeper 
of the seals ^ is made ohanccllor : ttobody doubts jtbel 
It IS to gi\e the seals to some other , Ihe n^s 

will be public m three oi fuui it fsxOf som^m- 

portance, and will carry a great wei^^witb its part 
The prince sets out in two datys^ aiNf A^de 
likewise, though ill ol the gou^ in eil|}er to 
at the rendezvous at Charierou || usliot tiUp 
de Montcrei has retired, nor that M. de I^x^bourf ^ 
athbeity; we therefore revoke report, and g|ye 
you tins 111 lb stead. 


LLrrLll CCLXXXI. 

TO THE SAMS. 

Buns, Fiiday, Jan 12,1674. 

Wfle, your peace is then concluded at La9t« The arch¬ 
bishop of Rheiins and Rrancas reccned their lettetd be¬ 
fore 1 did rrinr , AI (>e Ppmponiie sent to infoitn mo 
of this imp lUiit \iiit fttiin St Gcrmatn; 1 was igno- 
Miit howevei oi tlie parttcolai^, but i||w I know all. I 
advibc ^nn, my child, to ugu lateyout conduct, by* cii- 
e inistancis^ and since it is tlie WlU tbid you 

should bf fiKiidly with the bishop f, biWIlVOur to obey 
him Ihit to return to St licrni tin : 1 was thfa^^fliiee 
(J ly ^ ago , I went first to M. de ho(4 

* M p’l > \l , 1)1 to Stephen d chsnccikr of 
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not yet applied fur your lea%e of abissce, but to ^cnd 
ibr it lo-ciay. 1 roiii thcncc we weqt ia Uiu (]i cio'', I 
was witli madame j|ieChvulms; thf^pwas i.obod) to 
talk but me, uiid you 114^ be «-u c I u is not ib ficu-iit. 
The queen &aid without liesii.nion tlut }oii iiid been 
absent for moie than three years, and that it was tin.e 
lor you to rebsni. From couit we went to madame de 
Goiiien’s, wDtfIs cjiiromely cifiit and well bred. Ma- 
dMnoiselle 4 o danced ; die is very pleasing and 

gsaoirul. Dasaintayt she is the oril> one wbe reminds 
you * he^JBlied me what I thougl t of her dan- 
was required, andj gave it with 
readtemt. ! 3 ni 6 dacheis da la Vahere w as 
dldia faHiNM# 4ilde dfoghter made wm^elie, and 
tlM yoi|t^ iidDoeii caHf her prttl^ mamru i. 

^ Veri^andois iv|gf»t|ieie^to^ No other chddien 
liavc } et made tUcjigpafli|>ea«d|lce. We aftt rvsards w i nt 
to pay our respecU to Moiisiciii and M iJaiiie : tlu lor< 
iner ha^ not forgotten you# and I never fail to present 
j^ur^aUfuladtoowledgements to him. 1 met Vivonne 
UM(h^^|io aocMted ma wttb« ^ Little mamma, t beg 
ydu will ethbrace the gOMiner ChaDipa<:!;iie -j.*’— 
'♦And pray who is he?*' said I,—“ iM\'.elb’* replied 
be.— "You 1 ** said I; “pray who told you epr”— 
“ Tl:^ king has just igfbiwied me of 11 .’* 1 instantly 
congratu^atad dt bo\'-ot» was in 

hopes o€ geitiiig Ale po^t |MUr i»q«i. 

'Ihare it no of Hiking the aeals i'lom the chancel¬ 
lor the ^o sarprlsed at this aiUniionnl 

honour/ibat WlUbgatt to ftar a snake in the qia^x, and 
tarn not eenl^^dhM the reason ol being ilius loaded 



by ntadtttiie CcUn'ft 

vacated by dw i'« I'li cf Euqenc Mbiirict of 

tddehluppenH June 7, " 1 . 

r of the lu iti' >, ii n tin death 
made chancellor ut Fiance lu is; 4. 
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• ^ With dignities: " said he It the kin$< ** does 
\ Dui m ijesty intend to take the seal* fioni me No» 

no, clinict-lloi,” replied the king, **00 deep in peace.” 
And nuieid, tUiv mVi ht le t||||oHt i!way«« isleep: there 
arc manv ^M^e coiijectint ^ on the aohject, and people 



tainot uiidci stand the noeon ot tbt« uugeMiBtetieo el 
favours. 

The prince set out ^ day belbrejed^dey* 
de Tukonne is to follow to-day,'' Wilt 
congratulate him on hts daughter’^s 1 Nhipte the q« 
househoklf fox ho ii eerr proud of 
turns yo\» iQBiiy thanks hiB yeer ki 
her. Ilci son haa still nose wrt; 
the next Siege, without the 
It IS said that the 0tie* liegMeto be leii 
the Tonetif, and tliat Bftee ih^ll^ of 
entered uiio a league of elllliilSvMenedl end seer tll£ 
lue and the Utio.. ei cry day of ihell|"}fee9: yap hdlier 
all this could not lest kmg^ willUMlSl 
tumult, nor enibotit being dMeenreuMli ^1^ 
seems to me, with respect to the fieoictl{eilt(^ 
yea and him^ like g man \s ho foes te eeanjyitoit* 
keeps one great sm upon ins conecieuce: by ' 
name can you call t^ trkk be lias pteyi^ 
the wise bei^ say, you mint you most 
base time, and that issod^iit; Iblt'jlp^llietyou' 
at the faggoting of my ^l|ers} ^f^elw'one'i 
you think 1 ha\ e done with it^ 

It again, setofti. 00 you 


• Dif Dill, i\ut 7orratt, tliS/'/rc, 
l)Ct»i n tbc mud I r aid dswglitir '1 licfS 
tU penom In tl n pUic, it tceins 
IS tlu To 1 entf roadato' dc y^Utm dia Una, 
t t 9 loii, ri |>r«rni» th tjnceii, 

^ ^ppsrti ti) b<.Ur«jp of 
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SessAe is here, tllit he ivill situation in tlir 

army, and will probably s6on bf preiq^ldd to the king ^ 
This is manifestly pledestination. 

Corbinelli and Ftatk improvidence every day, and 
wesay, as you know, from day to day, and hour to hour, 
t your journey is dett rmined. You arc \ cry pi ui 
t yw» weipi to ansuer for tbia affair; for a rtso- 
ll Uflpig for ;jf0u, quite a vi lid bea&t. 
bnie deciding on a colour: it is 
^tened mind, svhich, seeing at one 
i, remains suspended, as it were, 
was M. Bignoo, the great* 
am tba least of the picseat 
love decision. M. de Pom* 
" ved yoar leaie of absence 
fo do every thing 5 ou 
the advice of vour 


JOa 

IHiee seen 
if of a 
all thtf'di 


ready 



^|||toii|iauidMtoi me 
lam cons 
Wiib, and to Mo 
^ddadi* % % * 

U dhfTgmsne bu sot yet begun 

thets jsso farther occasion for it, 
bM at last^retreated, andM. 
‘xntemtiottff is freeC tsith tho^i^taifce of five or 
^ ihOQsand men, whem" H. de Schomberg aseemblcd, 
and vrih^^he so hmassed M. de Mon* 

mrlf« that he n as oMig^lM^re with Ins tfopfw*^ The 
priitye is to he poci fr*cildiwitli 

him : this is __ 

ided at half pist eleven. The 
^the dauphin. Madam* ; Mmi* 
Ic pnnee do Conti, tin. great 
it de itoche-sur'Yoii, inadt mot* 
seUe as an angel, dressed in black 

fchrCt^wi|m^MMddii of diamonds, and an apron and 
UdMOchm iB HBN cie. nitoptnccss dTlarcourt n as 
as pate ^ 


fhe ball was I 
king' 
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Vierre. M. de Fnmpooiie hu deured AM to dint Bdfeti. 
him to-morrow to metlj^pr^aux, who ii to rtdd^ldl'^ 
Art of Poetry. 


LIHTER GCLXXj^ff. 


TO 1 HE SAME. 



PoOKiM oiKiay»'lf|0, ISt 

Sa I LUO AT last I dined viiih M. dt Ftoiponse as 1 
> 011 , and wa^ there till five o’clock# tnofcanted# 
port! d, enraptured, w ith the bcautita Ofp<»preai 
of Poetry ; d’Hacqucville was tlicre> i#t oMt 
the pleasure y>iu would have itcelvtd fiOm il* 
Pomponno rtcolleeied that ont day s^en you 
Arty little girl at your unclediiBevign^’s# 
hind a large window with your"%POthcr, and said 
were a prisoner, a poor tmlbftoiiaUl'fifincess driven ffV^ 
A oui lather 8 houst; your brother, who was as hand- 
some as yourself, and yop wtfti^lMiidsOIttd tfmi til« 
^el, played his yan «ilreiDt)9^^ :• yoB 
y ears of ago* Be niadnnt remtimr the fiHf 
)y ; he never forgel#one morotnt that ht has teen yddi^ 
and promists himself great ploasure in seeing yt9ii1i|iUr, 
w Inch IS very gratM^ing^ln HMW I own 
that my bewt is bursting ftrllbjl|i| but 1 
it till 1 know \ our ic!>oi|||ii|fi. ^ ^ 

M. dc Viliars is retunii|^|i and boti^ 

^iven us a thousand omtiifiig aiflb^lA^^P^Ctiog 
>paoiard s 1 liavc at length see%I« < 

lor It IS noflitng else. I found bPijPii* ilPdfidlibltl|^ 
not a single hnir upon hep head, 
old Venice point, a black hand 

ladid brey gown, and an old pettieog|Sn||f ffirffntod^ 
very glad to «:ee me, w^embraced tiiidelijf,* 

Mil* (**005 not seem at all changedJ||||M 'Ibi ooa«* 

scr:):|tion by talking of you j them 
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well as she ever did, and seemed so humble that it is 
impe/^ible to help loving her. We then talked of the 
religious life she had lately embraced. She assured me 
It was true that God had vouchsafed her a great portiriii 
of grace, of which she had the most grateful sense : 
^^that this grace consists in great faith, profound love of 
God, horror,for the woild and its vanities, and a thorough 
distrust of herself; adding, that if she were to go abroad 
lor only an hour, this divine s))irit would evaporate. In 
^04% she seems to prcscr\e il carefullv in her solitude 
S&e a bottle of fine perfume : she believes the world 

a* ' * 

V^uld make her lose this preeions liquor, and she even 
the parade of devotion might spill it. Madame 
dc^chomberg says she is not to be compared to niadame 
de Marans. I Ter savage dis|)05ition is sofu ned into n pas¬ 
sion for retirement: the constitution docs not change : 
yhe is even exempt from the folly common to most wo¬ 
men, to love their confessor : she docs not approve this 
tiCf and never speaks to him but at confession. She 
goes on foot to her parish church reads all nur books 
of religion; works^ prays ; has a fixed time for every 
thing ; takes all her meals in her own room ; sees ma- 
datne de Schomberg at a ccituin hour; hates news, as 
much as she used to fike it; is as charitable to others, 
as she used to slander them ; and loves the Creator, as 
much aft sJic loved the creature. \\'c laughed a good 
deal at her former manners, and turned them into ridi¬ 
cule : she has not the least air of the Collette sisters: 

.speaks very sihcerely aiid very agreeably of her si¬ 
tuation; 1 was tWo-hours with her, without^being at all 
dull: she reproached herself even for this pleasure, bui 
withoutthe least aflectation ; in short, she is much more 
,Amiable than she ever was. 1 do not think, my dear 
c^ild, youjcan complain thatl ha\c not been pa' ticular 

•"*5 have just TCCfeivid your letter of the 7th. I o\vn to 
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\ on, my clearest, that the joy it has given me is so li^y 
that my heart can scarcely contain it: you lcn^*TOW ’ 
strongly it IVcls ami 1 shoniil hate myse U‘, if I were so ' 
warmK jiitnestcd in niv own allairs as in vours. Atr 
laxi, mv chiUl, vou are cominji ; this is the most dc#* 
ligljiful to me of all : but 1 am going to tell you some-• 
tiling you do ii<il c\pcct, which h, that I solemnly SWeBT 
to yon, that if M. de la ti'arde had not deemed your,, 
journey i’xp<‘dient, and tliat if it really were not so for; 
your own ailairs, I would not have tnkeu into consider*' 
aiion, al least for this )ear, the ardent desire I hafe 10 
see \ on, nor wliat yon owe; to my infinite nHcction : I 
know how to keep within the hounds *of reason, whafet 
ever it cost me, and 1 have sometimes as mucli strenj^h 
in m}’ v\eakn("s«, as those who art; wiser. After 
s'nccre roni'i.'•■ion I cannot conceal from you that f'iib 
])( n< i!-.:ted wiili jny, and that, reason concinring witll 
111 }'w I'lii's, I run, at the moment I write to you, per¬ 
fect!,' .'atislied, so that 1 think of nothing imw but of 
receiving you. Do you know, the best thing after your¬ 
self atid M. de Grignan would he to bring the coadju¬ 
tor ? } Oil will not pcihaps always have I.,a Garde ; and 
if iM fails you, yon well Kiioiv M. dc Grignan is not so 
zealous in !li^ own affairs as in those of the king, his 
masler: he has a religious care of tiiose, wjiich can 
only be co:rip.tr»Ml to his negligence with regard to his 
own. When he will take lltc trouble to speak, no one 
dots it better, and we cannot tiierefuro' but wUh ft. 
Vou ar^iot like madamc de Cauvissun, to act nlorie ^ 
you must wait elLrlit or ti.n years; but M. de Grignan^ 
you, ami the coadjutor, would do admirably together, 
('urdioalde Helzi'jtLit arrived, and will be delighted ^ 
see \jou. What joy, my dear child, will your retufH 
occa/i.j» I but abuve* all things, come prudently. It is 
to dc Gngiran 1 give this charge, and 1 expect him 
to j»c accountable to me.. 1 hare written to* the coad- 

-I 
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, jul>>r, to entreat him lo accompany you: he will faci- 
< lin:i^ c'lr audience with the two ministers, and will sup¬ 
port his brother's interest. The coadjutor is bold and 
fortunate, and you will mutually heighten each other’s 
-consequence: I could talk till this time to-morrow upon 
the subject. 1 have written to the archbishop. Gain 
my point ^ith the coadjutor, and give him my letter. 

The prince conic back, after having been thirty 
leagues on his. journey. M. de Turenne did not go. 
M. de Montcrei has withdrawn his forces, and M. dc 
Lusefpbourg is now at liberty. Within these twenty- 
four the chapel at St. Germain has been robbed 
of a silver lamp, worth seventy thousand francs, and six 
candlesticks of the same metal, each of them taller than 
lum. This is a daring insolence The ropes tliey 
miMle use of, to get in, were found by the Richelieu 
galilery. No one can conceive how the robbery couUI 
have been committed, for there arc guards continually 
going that way, and patrolling about all night. 

Do you know that peace is talked of? 31. de Chaiilnes 
U since come from Brilany, and is to set out again 
immediately for Cologne. 


llie duke of Saint-Sinmn relates a still more oxtAionlinary robliery 
til,a took place at Versailles. In oi : i>i,!:lit all ihe ornaments and 
irin;jos «m* stolen from tlie Slate uparttnent, iVoin ilic gallery to tlic 
chapel. Whatever inquiries were njade, no ti.iee could be found of the 
n*bbcr. Blit five or six days after, tlu* king being at supper, an enor¬ 
mous packet fell suddenly.upon the table at some distance from him: it 
contained the stolen fringes, witli a note fastened to it with tl|^'se words, 
'* Bunieyns, take thy fringes agaun, the pleasure ptiyi not LCif the pain." 
was a. triUicas of this. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 


J^ted by S. Hamihott, Weybridge. 









